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MON-FRI 8-5, SAT 8-12 OR BY APPOINTMENT | 18 CREEK RD | MIDDLEBURY, VT | (802) 458-8999  

BradfordKitchenAndBath.com

ASK US ABOUT OUR IN-HOUSE FINANCING.

• KITCHEN AND BATH DESIGN
• INSTALLATION

• TUBS, TOILETS, FAUCETS, ETC
• OUTDOOR KITCHENS

• CABINETRY & COUNTERTOPS
• HARDWARE & MORE!

EGG-CELLENT SELECTIONS
hop on over to see our

ACCOMMODATE YOUR 
FAMILY AND FESTIVITIES!

CONTACT US TODAY AND 
WE’LL SHOW YOU HOW 
ACCESSIBLE YOUR DREAM  
KITCHEN CAN BE!
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By JEAN TERWILLIGER and CEAC
After a winter short on snow, and a maple sugaring 

season that started in January, the big mid-March 
storm brought some of the 
snowfall many of us expect 
all winter long — but for 
how much longer? 

We’re already seeing 
the effects of Climate 
Change in our state, our 
country and the world, 
bringing inconsistent 
snow, increased drought, 
flooding, and longer tick 
and pollen seasons. 

There is a limited amount 
of additional carbon we can burn to keep climate change 
from becoming catastrophic, and change is already 
happening faster than expected. 

The new report that came out from the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change last week 
says it all:

“The choices made in the next few years will play a 
critical role in deciding our future and that of generations 
to come.”

It’s up to us, folks. One-third of Addison County 
carbon emissions come from our buildings. Yes, lots of 

change will need to come at the utility, state and national 
level, but most of us have at least some control of our 
homes, even if renting, and we’re going to need to make 

changes that count in the 
next decade. 

What CEAC is doing
The Climate Economy 

Action Center of Addison 
County (CEAC) has been 
tracking county energy 
use and exploring how the 
big climate picture relates 
to Addison County, with 
a climate action planning 
process over the past two 
years. The bad news is 

that in two years of tracking, our energy use has not 
decreased. The good news is that the carbon intensity 
of the electricity from Green Mountain Power is getting 
cleaner, so electrifying homes, even without solar 
power, can have a big impact on carbon emissions. 

CEAC is pushing forward with action to help Addison 
County residents reduce their carbon emissions while 
improving home health and comfort. What are we 
working on? CEAC is focused on finding ways to make 
it easier for Addison County residents to make big 
reductions in the amount of carbon used in their homes. 

We will be organizing events, providing information 
on costs, benefits, savings and financing options, and 
connecting people with the solutions and support 
needed to implement them.  

What You Can Do
Electrify Everything and Tighten Up 
This is a great time to plan personal steps, as there is 

lots of new funding available from the state and federal 
government in the form of rebates, tax credits and low-
interest loan programs — including paying through 
your electric bill. 

Make a Plan: Whether you own or rent, check out 
the Efficiency Vermont Energy Auditors list, or contact 
Heat Squad or CVOEO to schedule an energy audit. 
Audits should include a blower door test (to find out 
where your house is losing heat and money), energy 
savings calculations, indoor air quality checks, tax credit 
and rebate information, and an electrification plan.   

Electrify Everything!: When something that runs on 
oil, gas or propane wears out, it is time to replace it with 
an efficient electric version, be it a hot water heater, or 
heating system, a car or a lawn mower. Heat pumps 
make the most efficient use of electricity.

Tighten Up: Heat pumps work better when they 
don’t have to work as hard, so weatherizing homes and 
making bigger improvements when renovating will 

save money and energy and be more comfortable.  
It’s not just about saving energy and carbon
Greater comfort and better indoor air quality are just 

two of the side benefits of making these improvements. 
When this work is done, we can find great satisfaction in 
knowing that there are no sources of carbon monoxide 
or nitrous oxide in our homes to cause health issues, 
delight in the comfort of a warm floor without drafts, 
enjoy sitting by warm windows without condensation 
or mold in the winter, and delight in never paying 
another fuel bill, or with the addition of solar, perhaps 
any energy bill at all. 

We will need more professionals to help with this 
work!

If you or someone you know is just starting out, 
or looking for a new career where they can make a 
difference — without needing a college degree — think 
about becoming an electrician, HVAC installer or 
weatherization specialist. 

Visit the CEAC website’s new Resources section 
at ceacac.org/resources or contact CEAC at rebecca.
ceac@gmail.com to get started.

Editor’s note: Jean Terwilliger of Cornwall is an 
architect at Vermont Integrated Architecture, a member 
of the CEAC board and a member of the 2023 Vermont 
Climate Catalysts Leadership Program. 

16 Creek Road, Middlebury
802-388-6054

M - F  7:15 - 5:30, Sat. 8 - 3 
www.countrysidecarpetandpaint.com 

We’ve Got You Covered…

COLORCOLOR
YOURSELF INSPIREDYOURSELF INSPIRED

Paint • Flooring • Window Treatments
& Everything You Need for any Project

Fine Home Building  |  Expert Renovations  |  Custom Woodworking
802.989.7677 | 46 River Rd., New Haven, VT | SilverMapleConstruction.com

KEEPING YOUR HOME COMFORTABLE ALL YEAR LONG
If you’re building or renovating, work with the #1 plumbing and heating professionals.

We put our heart into every project, from new construction to renovations and maintenance/repair.

PLUMBING & HEATING
(802) 453-2325 

125 Monkton Rd. Bristol VT
PLUMBING • HEATING • A/C

HEAT PUMPS • WATER SYSTEMS
cvplumbingheating.com

FUEL DELIVERY
(802) 388-4975

185 Exchange St., Middlebury VT
K1 KEROSENE • FUEL OIL 

GASOLINE • DIESEL 
champlainvalleyfuels.com

Offering sales and installation of 
high-efficiency Mitsubishi Heat Pumps.

With climate changing, it’s time to electrify our homes

“The choices made in the next 
few years will play a critical role 
in deciding our future and that of 
generations to come.”

— Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change, March 2023

We need to move towards zero carbon 
emissions quickly, and the reality is that we 
won’t be able to “efficiency” our way to zero. 
Efficiency will get us somewhere, but getting 
to zero will require transformation, not just 
efficiency. So what are the big steps each of 
us can take? 
For Renters:

1. Contact CVOEO to schedule energy audit 
and weatherization services for your rental 
unit. They will contact the property owner and 
work with them at little to no cost so that you 
can benefit from the program. cvoeo.org/get-
help/weatherization.

2. Contact window dressers to sign up for 
insulating window inserts. If you pay for your 
own heat, the price of inserts generally pays 
off in 1-2 heating seasons. You may also be 
eligible for partial rebate from Efficiency VT. 
If you qualify for public assistance programs 
like LiHeap, SNAP or Food Pantry, they will 
provide you with up to 10 pine inserts per year 
at no charge. If possible, time contributions in 
the community building workshops are still 
appreciated; windowdressers.org.

3. Make an electrification plan. The 
Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) had free and/
or inexpensive options for renters on low to 
moderate incomes to electrify, with items 
including window unit heat pumps that can be 
easily taken with you when you move! Not all 

of these options are available yet but should be 
later in the year, and now is a great time to start 
planning. 

To start planning:
• Check out Rewiring America’s handy 

checklist specifically for renters: content.
rewiringamerica.org/view/renter-checklist.pdf. 

• Check out Rewiring America’s Guide to the 
IRA Funds: rewiringamerica.org/IRAguide.

• Reach out to us at CEAC for support 
navigating resources or with questions: 
rebecca.ceac@gmail.com.
For Owner-Occupied Homes:

1. Get on the schedule for an energy audit 
that includes a blower door test, energy savings 
calculations, tax credit and rebate information, 
and an electrification plan. You can sign up for 
an energy audit through:

• Efficiency Vermont; find resources at 
efficiencyvermont.com/services/energy-
assessments/home-energy-assessments 
including remote audits, auditors and more. 

• The HeatSquad can be reached at  
heatsquad.org/schedule-energy-audit/. The 
cost is $150 for buildings up to 2,500 square 
feet; for each additional 500 square feet over 
2,500 square feet, the cost increases by $100.

• CVOEO: cvoeo.org/get-help/
weatherization; there is no cost for qualifying 
households (varies based on household size 
and location; as an example 2 person household 

making under 60K in Addison county would 
qualify – the income guidelines are at cvoeo.
org/weatherization-eligibility.

2. Make a plan for how you will replace 
fossil fuel burning equipment with efficient 
electric equipment when it needs replacing. 
When something that burns fossil fuels needs 
replacing, replace it with efficient electric 
equipment —heat pumps when available.:

• Check out the Homeowner and Landlord 
electrification checklist from Rewiring 
America at content.rewiringamerica.org/view/
homeowner-landlord-checklist.pdf.

• Use the Rewiring America Inflation 
Reduction Act savings calculator to see what 
electrification measures you can get covered at 
rewiringamerica.org/app/ira-calculator.

• See Efficiency Vermont Rebates available 
now at efficiencyvermont.com/rebates.

• Reach out to us at CEAC for support 
navigating resources or with questions at 
rebecca.ceac@gmail.com. 

3. While waiting for an audit-consider 
making some simple changes. Check out this 
list complete with how-tos from Efficiency 
Vermont at efficiencyvermont.com/blog/how-
to/9-diy-projects-to-help-you-keep-warm-this-
winter. (Many of these projects are eligible for 
Efficiency Vermont’s DIY rebate!. do a bit of 
investigation and try out some simple changes.

Steps we can take toward decarbonization as individuals

Tag team
NICK O’KEEFE, LEFT, and Ethan Raymond show their finely 

choreographed teamwork as the former spackles the window frame of a 
bedroom in a Middlebury house undergoing a renovation while the  latter 
puts the finishing touches on some shelving.

Independent photo/Steve James
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Oak  • Maple  •  Beech  •  Hickory  •  Walnut 
And many more species

Call for more specific information and to confirm availability!

(802) 453-2897  •  Hewitt Rd., Bristol

We Still Have a Good Selection of 
Prefinished Flooring and Specialty Lumber and 

Beautiful Figured Woods

Hurry to Bristol for

Lathrop Maple Supply’s

RETIREMENT SALE
Tom and Pam Lathrop say “Thank You” 

To their loyal customers 
For 45 Great Years

15 years in the awning business 
25 years in welding & fabrication!

1410 Franklin St, Brandon, VT 05733   |  Shop (802) 352-4280  •  Cell (802) 989-2615   |   northcountryawnings.com

Made in the Shade!Made in the Shade! Enjoy your yard and property
more than ever this summer!

Retractable Screens for Windows 
 Canvas Window Awnings and Metal Awnings 

Retractable Awnings, Patio Covers and Deck Canopies 
And many other quality shade products! 

With Retractable Awnings for your patio
or other outdoor spaces

With the convenience of Remote Control! 

Locally crafted and installed
by North Country Awnings

ALSO OFFERING:

What Are LEDs And How Do 
They Work?

LED stands for light emitting 
diode. LED lighting products 
produce light up to 90% more 
efficiently than incandescent light 
bulbs. How do they work? An 
electrical current passes through a 
microchip, which illuminates the 
tiny light sources we call LEDs and 
the result is visible light. To prevent 
performance issues, the heat LEDs 
produce is absorbed into a heat sink.

Lifetime Of LED Lighting 
Products

The useful life of LED lighting 
products is defined differently 
than that of other light sources, 
such as traditional incandescent or 
compact fluorescent lighting (CFL). 
LEDs typically do not “burn out” 
or fail. Instead, they experience 
“lumen depreciation,” wherein the 
brightness of the LED dims slowly 
over time. Unlike incandescent 
bulbs, LED “lifetime” is established 
on a prediction of when the light 
output decreases by 30%.

How Are LEDs Used In 
Lighting

LEDs are incorporated into 
bulbs and fixtures for general 
lighting applications. Small in 
size, LEDs provide unique design 
opportunities. Some LED bulb 
products may physically resemble 
familiar light bulbs and better match 
the appearance of traditional light 
bulbs. Some LED light fixtures may 
have LEDs built in as a permanent 
light source. There are also hybrid 
approaches where a non-traditional 
“bulb” or replaceable light source 
format is used and specially designed 
for a unique fixture. LEDs offer a 
ngreat opportunity for innovation 
in lighting form factors and fit a 
wider breadth of applications than 
traditional lighting technologies.

LEDs And Heat
LEDs use heat sinks to absorb the 

heat they produce and dissipate it 
into the surrounding environment. 
This keeps LEDs from overheating 
and burning out. Thermal 
management is generally the 
single most important factor in the 
successful performance of an LED 
over its lifetime. The higher the 
temperature at which the LEDs are 
operated, the more quickly the light 
will degrade, and the shorter the 
useful life will be.

LED products use a variety of 

unique heat sink designs and 
configurations to manage heat. 
Advancements in materials 
allow manufacturers to design 
LED bulbs that match the shapes 
and sizes of traditional incandescent 
bulbs. Regardless of the heat sink 
design, all LED products that have 
earned the Energy Star rating have 
been tested to ensure that they 
properly manage the heat so that the 
light output is properly maintained 
through the end of its rated life.

How Is LED Lighting Different 
Than Other Light Sources, Such 
As Incandescent And CFL?

LED lighting differs from 
incandescent and fluorescent in 
several ways. When designed well, 
LED lighting is more efficient, 
versatile and lasts longer.

LEDs are “directional” light 
sources — they emit light in 
a specific direction, unlike 
incandescent and CFL. That 
means LEDs are able to use light 
and energy more efficiently in a 
multitude of applications. However, 
it also means that sophisticated 
engineering is needed to produce an 
LED light bulb that shines light in 
every direction.

Common LED colors include 
amber, red, green and blue. To 
produce white light, different color 
LEDs are combined or covered with 
a phosphor material that converts 
the color of the light to a familiar 
“white” light used in homes. 
Phosphor is a yellowish material 
that covers some LEDs. Colored 
LEDs are widely used as signal 
lights and indicator lights, like the 
power button on a computer.

In a CFL, an electric current flows 
between electrodes at each end of a 
tube containing gases. This reaction 
produces ultraviolet (UV) light and 
heat. The UV light is transformed 
into visible light when it strikes a 
phosphor coating on the inside of 
the bulb. Learn more about CFLs 
online at energystar.gov.

Incandescent bulbs produce light 
using electricity to heat a metal 
filament until it becomes “white” 
hot or is said to incandesce. As a 
result, incandescent bulbs release 
90% of their energy as heat.

Editor’s note: This story was 
provided by Energy Star, a program 
is administered by the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency.

different
LED 

(LIGHT EMITTING DIODE) 
BULBS

CFL (COMPACT FLUORESCENT 
LIGHTING) BULBS

INCANDESCENT BULB

Here’s how LED lights arere
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Home renovations provide a host of benefits. 
Such projects can increase resale value and 
improve on the safety, aesthetics and functionality 
of a home.

Some homeowners may employ the mantra 
“go big or go home” when they embark on home 
improvements, thinking that only the largest 
renovations produce noticeable change. But that’s 
not the case. Various smaller renovations can 
provide a lot of bang for homeowners’ bucks as 
well.

• Countertops (and hardware): A complete 
kitchen overhaul may stretch some homeowners’ 
budgets. However, changing an older countertop 
for a new material can provide the facelift a 
kitchen needs. And while changing the cabinets 
may be homeowners’ ultimate goal, swapping 
hardware in dated finishes for newer handles and 
pulls can provide low-cost appeal.

• Paint: Painting a space is an inexpensive 
improvement that adds maximum impact. Paint 
can transform dark and drab rooms into bright 
and airy oases. Paint also can be used to create an 
accent wall or cozy nooks. Homeowners also can 
showcase their personalities with their choice of 
paint colors.

• Lighting: Homeowners should not 
underestimate what a change in lighting can do. 
When rooms or exterior spaces are illuminated, 
they take on entirely new looks. It’s worth it to 
invest in new lighting, whether it’s a dramatic 
hanging light over the dining room table or task 
lighting in dim spaces.

• Weatherproofing: Improving windows, 
doors, weatherstripping, and insulation in a home 
can offer visual appeal and help homeowners save 
money. The initial investment may be significant, 
but those costs will pay off in energy savings. 
According to One Main Financial, space heating is 
the largest energy expense the average American 
homeowner has, accounting for around 45% of all 
energy costs.

• Mudroom: Turn an entryway into a more 
functional space with the addition of cabinets, 
benches or custom-designed storage options that 
perfectly fit the area. Cubbies and cabinets can 
corral shoes, umbrellas, hats, bags, and much 
more.

• Accent updates: Any space, whether it’s 
inside or outside a home, can get a fresh look 
with new decorative accents. Invest in new throw 
pillows and even slipcovers for living room sofas. 
Use new tile or paint the brick on a fireplace in 
a den, then update the mantel with decorative 
displays. Purchase wall art that can bring different 
colors into a room. Change the cushions on deck 
furniture and buy color-coordinated planters.

These subtle changes will not cost as much 
as full-scale renovations, but they can still help 
homeowners transform their homes. 

— Metro Creative

BEFORE THE START of the 
growing season, gardeners should 
take an inventory of tools and other 
garden supplies, to determine what 
needs to be cleaned, maintained 
or replaced. Read more about it on 
page 11C.

Photo/Kate Cox/Pixabay

Small renovations — 

BIG impact

Detail work
AT A HOME renovation in Middlebury last week, contractor’s assistant Nick O’Keefe demonstrates the fine 

art of using a spackle knife to seal the frame of a bedroom window.
Independent photo/Steve James
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802-388-2019John D. Fuller  
Master Plumber

Serving Addison County  
since 1989 

• Repairs, renovations and new construction

•  Heating systems installed, cleaned  
and serviced

•  Water heaters and filtration systems  
installed & serviced

• Kitchen, bath fixtures and faucets installed

www.vermontcustommoldings.com
mark@vermontcustommoldings.com

Mark Raymond    802-388-0742

Retain your 
home’s original 

architectural 
details

Vermont Custom Moldings 
can match trim and

molding profiles that are
one-of-a-kind or no longer 

commercially available,
in your choice of wood. 

Whether you need us to mill outWhether you need us to mill out
a few feet or an entire home’s worth,a few feet or an entire home’s worth,
contact us today to start the conversation. contact us today to start the conversation. 
We’d love to hear from you!We’d love to hear from you!

Shower stall
CONTRACTOR MARK RAYMOND, above, cements tiles to a bathroom shower he is renovating in a Middlebury 

house. Below, Tyler Mallory applies cement to bathroom tiles before passing them to Raymond for final application 
last week. 

Independent photos/Steve James

Home renovation projects are significant undertakings. It is common for homeowners who may not have the 
time nor the expertise to do the work themselves to call in professionals to tackle these jobs.

According to the home improvement resource HomeGuide.com, for a bathroom remodel, which is one of the 
more popular improvement projects, installation and labor accounts for 10 to 25% of the total project cost. In 
general, many contractors pay themselves $300 to $500 for an hourly rate, while helpers may make $150 per 
hour. 

Materials used account for the other components of an overall project cost. Homeowners negotiate the best 
rates possible by obtaining a number of bids from contractors, spelling out both labor and material costs and 
determining their best option. Here’s how to compare bids.

Check as many reviews as possible
Go online, ask friends for recommendations, or rely on the Better Business Bureau to find reliable contractors. 

A contractor who seems too good to be true will not necessarily be so, but it’s still best to vet each professional 
thoroughly prior to signing a contract.

Cost basis vs bid basis
Certain contractors will produce an estimate based on the best guess of the  cost of supplies then add on a 

flat fee or percentage for their services. This is called a cost basis bid. Others will create a bid that includes all 
their anticipated supply and labor costs, known as a bid basis bid. Know what you’re getting to make the most 
accurate comparison.

Create a master itemized checklist
It’s easy to explain the project differently from one contractor to another when doing so verbally. That may 

result in a different plan and price. Rather, make a checklist of what you want done and have several copies to 
give to the contractors with whom you meet. This makes it easier to compare costs line by line.

Have specific materials in mind
Make sure bids are based on the same materials and tasks. For example, if you’re comparing window 

replacement quotes, be sure that each quote is based on the same window material and coating. Vinyl replacement 
windows may not cost the same as fiberglass or wood.

It is much easier to compare pricing when contractors provide estimates reflecting the same materials.
Small versus big contracting companies
Some bids may differ based on the manpower of the company. One contractor may view a project as an easy 

one that can be slipped right into the schedule. Another may have to devote more time and effort if it is being 
undertaken by one or two people. This can affect cost in the quote. Furthermore, a contractor who does a lot of 
advertising in print, television or online, or has an office or warehouse space, may have extra overhead costs 
that are passed on to the customer.

Doing your own demo
Figure out if the contractor will allow you to perform a portion of the tear-out, clean-up or other tasks to save 

on labor costs. Make sure this is included in the bid.
Comparing contractor work bids can be tricky, but it helps homeowners know they’re getting the best value 

for their money 
— Metro Creative

Comparing contractor bids

Open Daily 8am-5pm  |  802-453-5382 

2638 Ethan Allen Hwy., New Haven, VT 05472

greenhavengardensandnursery.com

We’re Stoked on Spring! 
Opening April 14th 

Addison County’s Largest Full Service Garden Center
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* amounts range from $250-$500 depending on model purchased.

A purchase made with us for a Mitsubishi Cold Climate Heat Pump
from April 1st to May 15th will qualify you to receive a Visa gift card!*

dennis@newtonerac.com • 802- 388 -1431
www.newtonerac.com

VT Shade and Blind is your local choice for premium awning, 
screen and shade solutions for your latest home project

Making plans for Spring and Summer...

298 Maple Street   Middlebury, VT   802.247.3883  
vtshadeandblind@gmail.com        VermontShadeandBlind.com

Home prices across the country 
have been rising, but Vermont 
house prices have seen the third-
highest increase of any state 
— rising 16.9% in the last year — 
according to a new study. 

Other key takeaways from the 
study:

• House prices in Florida have 
risen 19.9% in the past year, the 
highest increase of any state.

• South Carolina saw the second-
highest rise in house prices at 
19.2%.

• Idaho has had the smallest 
increase in house prices of any 
state, rising just 1.3%.

The research by a real estate 
organization called RubyHome 
analyzed data from Zillow for the 
past year, across all 50 states to 
determine which state had seen the 
biggest rise in housing prices.

The data showed that Florida 
had the biggest increase in house 
prices over the past year, rising 
19.9%. The average house price for 
a home in Florida at the beginning 

of the year stood at $404,939.
South Carolina has seen the 

second-biggest increase in house 
prices during 2022. The average 
house price in the state has risen 
by 19.2%. A property in South 
Carolina as of January had an 
average cost of $300,667.

The state with the third-highest 
increase in property prices is 
Vermont. The average house price 
in Vermont — statewide —a few 
months ago was $386,285 after 
increasing 16.9% over the previous 
months.

Tennessee and North Carolina 
rank fourth and fifth respectively. 
House prices in Tennessee have 
skyrocketed 16.3% over the past 
year, resulting in house prices 
currently sitting at an average of 
$311,333. North Carolina, which 
places fifth in the state rankings, 
have had house prices increase 
15.7% during 2022 which means 
the average house price in North 
Carolina is $329,634.

At the other end of the scale, 

the state that has seen the smallest 
increase in house prices is Idaho. 
There has been just a 1.3% increase 
in house prices in 2022 in Idaho. 
The average house price in the 
state in January was $459,947.

California has seen the second-
lowest increase in house prices 
out of all 50 states. The average 
house price in California is now 
$760,644 after increasing 4.4% in 
the previous 12 months. The third-
lowest increase was in Oregon with 
the house price there $510,401 
after increasing 5.5% in 2022.

In Minnesota, there has been a 
5.6% rise in house prices over the 
last year, making the state have the 
fourth-smallest increase in house 
prices. House prices in Minnesota 
averaged $333,294 in January.

Three states have had the fifth-
lowest increase in house prices, all 
with 5.8% — New York, Nevada 
and Arizona. The average house 
prices were $782,365 in New York, 
$419,675 in Arizona and $433,100 
in Nevada.

Vt. home prices headed up

State Rank Increase over past yr.
Florida 1 19.90%
South Carolina 2 19.20%
Vermont 3 16.90%
Tennessee 4 16.30%
North Carolina 5 15.70%
Georgia 6 14.70%
South Dakota 7 13.80%
Montana 8 13.60%
Alabama 9 13.00%
New Mexico 9 13.00%
Arkansas 11 12.90%
Oklahoma 11 12.90%
New Hampshire 13 12.80%
Texas 14 12.60%
Missouri 15 12.00%
Maine 16 11.70%
Mississippi 17 11.50%
Kentucky 18 11.20%
Hawaii 19 11.10%
Indiana 20 10.80%
New Jersey 21 10.40%
Alaska 21 10.40%
Ohio 23 10.20%
Wisconsin 24 10.10%
Connecticut 25 9.70%

Delaware 25 9.70%
Rhode Island 27 9.20%
Pennsylvania 28 9.00%
Iowa 29 8.70%
Virginia 29 8.70%
Nebraska 31 8.60%
Louisiana 32 8.50%
Kansas 33 8.40%
Wyoming 34 8.20%
Illinois 35 8.10%
Michigan 35 8.10%
West Virginia 35 8.10%
North Dakota 38 7.80%
Colorado 39 7.20%
Massachusetts 40 7.10%
Maryland 41 6.70%
Washington 42 6.60%
Utah 43 5.90%
Arizona 44 5.80%
Nevada 44 5.80%
New York 44 5.80%
Minnesota 47 5.60%
Oregon 48 5.50%
California 49 4.40%
Idaho 50 1.30%

Source: RubyHome

States where house prices have increased the most in 2022



PAGE 8C — HOME • Addison Independent, Thursday, March 30, 2023

As any homeowner knows, renovation 
projects tend to cost a lot of money. The 
average cost of a home renovation is 
difficult to gauge, as such endeavors run the 
gamut from complex projects like a kitchen 
overhaul to simpler ones like painting a room 
inside a home. Indeed, the National Association 
of the Remodeling Industry notes that scope is 
what drives the cost of a renovation project.

Though there might not be an “average cost” 
of a renovation project, homeowners can expect 
to spend thousands of dollars on projects that 
are not very small in scale. Navigating such 
an expense at a time when inflation remains 
high might be difficult for some homeowners 
looking to maintain the appearance of their 
home exteriors. However, there are many 
budget-friendly ways homeowners can tend to 
the exterior of their properties.

• Power washing: Power washing won’t 
break the bank but it can revive the look of a 
home. Power washing removes dirt and grime 
from the siding of a home and a power washing 
can be used to clean porches, walkways and 
patios as well. Big-box hardware chains 

typically rent power washers, but 
homeowners who don’t want to do 
it themselves can hire a professional 
for a few hundred dollars, if not less. 
Power washing after winter can be a 
good idea, as the elements can take 
a toll on a home’s exterior. A good 
power washing before spring and 
summer entertaining season can 
thus give a home a fresh, clean look 
without breaking the bank.

• Furnished front porch: A 
furnished front porch can serve 
as a welcome sign to neighbors 
and provide a great place to relax 
with a morning cup of coffee and 
a good book. Homeowners with 
a small porch won’t need to bust 
their budgets to upgrade their front 
porch furnishings. Some small chairs 
with bright cushions, a small table 
and a rug underfoot can revamp an 

entryway at low cost.
• Window box installation: 

Installing window box planters 
is another cost-effective way to 
brighten up a home’s exterior. 
Homeowners can hang window 
boxes outside windows on the 
front of their homes and then 
fill them with brightly colored 
flowers to add an inviting pop 
of color to their home exteriors. 
The experts at Better Homes & 
Gardens urge homeowners to 
take weight into consideration 
before buying window planters. 
Keep in mind that soil and 
developed plants can be heavy, 
so look for a sturdy box as well 
as one that has drainage holes.

• Replace hardware: 
Another simple way to 
freshen up a stale exterior is to 
replace hardware. Doorknobs, 
knockers, house numbers, and 
even the mailbox can appear 
dated after a while. Replacing 
these items is inexpensive and 
quick but can have a profound impact on 
how the exterior of a home appears to 
residents and visitors.

Exterior renovations need not break the bank. 
Various simple and inexpensive tweaks can 
quickly revitalize the exterior of a home. 

— Metro Creative

YOUR YARD, GARDEN and PET PLACE™      www.MiddleburyAgway.com

MIDDLEBURY AGWAY
FARM & GARDEN

338 Exchange St., Middlebury, VT • 802-388-4937
 Monday - Friday 8-6, Sat. 8-5, Sun. 9-4

OPEN 7 DAYS

Soils Bulk/Bagged Mulches, Compost, and Top Soil

Clothing

Pet Services Self-service dog wash... OPEN EVERYDAY!

Grills Your Weber Grilling Headquarters! 

Patios, Edging, Stone Walls 

Washing your pet has never been easier!
All the supplies you need and 30+ Premium Food Brands.
We also make Pet I.D. Tags – custom engraved while you wait!  

Gas, charcoal, and gas/charcoal combinations
FREE ASSEMBLY & PROPANE FILL-UP with any
Weber gas grill purchase!

ENJOY THE OUTDOORS!

Cow Pots, Jiffy Greenhouses, Jiffy Pots, Jiffy 
Pellet refills, grow plugs, grow lights, heat mats 
and a wide variety of seed-starting soils.

Outfitting active families for all seasons.

We have: Carhartt Footwear!
Plus

Propane tanks filled 7days a week!

Your year-round                                         headquarters

Choose from Botanical Interests, 
Cornucopia, High Mowing, Livingston, 

Renee’s Garden, and Seedway.

● Miracle-Gro & Scotts Top Soil
● Coast of Maine, Fox Farm, and Black Gold Soils
● Pine, Natural Cedar & Hemlock Mulch in Bulk

Seeds Seed Starter Products

• Concrete Pavers • Wall Stones
• Edging • Stepping Stones

for Women!

Exterior renovations
that won’t break the bank

VERMONT — LED lights have come a long way in the past couple 
decades. What used to be a high-cost alternative for most businesses 
and homes has now become the standard when replacing old lighting. 
Because of this, new federal and state laws call for only high-efficiency 
LED lighting to be sold starting in 2023. By Jan. 1, 2024, there will 
only be efficient lighting available 
for sale in the Vermont.

As a result, Efficiency 
Vermont’s lighting incentives are 
also changing. The incentives 
exist to bring the cost of efficient 
products in line with the cost of 
the least efficient technology 
on the market. Once all lighting 
available on the market is energy 
efficient, there will no longer 
be a “cheaper,” less-efficient 
alternative to compete with in 
price.

Many of these offers expire on July 1, 2023, with the rest expiring 
next Jan. 1. After that date, there will be no point-of-sale discounts on 
efficient lighting. Energy Star fixtures and smart lighting for homes 
are also available at participating retailers until July 1. Large-scale, 
custom lighting projects will still be eligible to receive incentives after 
the project is completed, through 2026.

If you have lighting that needs upgrading, get started today so you 
can take advantage of the discounts. Here is a list of the types of LED 
lights that Efficiency Vermont offers discounts on, and when those 
discounts expire.
Interior lighting

Low-Bay Fixtures: $35 off at time of purchase. Expires 1/1/2024
High-Bay Fixtures: Up to $70 off at time of purchase. Expires 

1/1/2024
Troffer Fixtures: $35 off at time of purchase. Expires 1/1/2024
Surface & Suspended Linear Fixtures: $35 off at time of 

purchase. Expires 1/1/2024
Four-Pin Base Replacement Lamps for CFLs: $3 off at time of 

purchase. Expires 1/1/2024
Smart Lighting: $6 off at time of purchase. Expires 7/1/2023
Fixtures: $10 off at time of purchase. Expires 7/1/2023
Downlights: $10 off at time of purchase. Expires 7/1/2023
Interior Integrated Sensors: Up to $50 off at time of purchase. 

Outdoor lighting
Flood Light Fixtures: Up to $110 off at time of purchase. Expires 

1/1/2024
Decor, Post-Top Fixtures & Retrofit Kits: Up to $110 off at time of 

purchase. Expires 1/1/2024
Wall-Mounted Fixtures & Retrofit Kits: Up to $110 off at time of 

purchase. Expires 1/1/2024
Pole-Mounted Fixtures & Retrofit Kits: Up to $110 off at time of 

purchase. Expires 1/1/2024
Mogul Screw-Based Replacements for HID Lamps: Up to $125 off 

at time of purchase. Expires 1/1/2024
Parking Garage & Canopy Area Fixtures & Retrofit Kits: Up to $110 

off at time of purchase. Expires 1/1/2024
Bollard Fixtures: Up to $110 off at time of purchase. Expires 

1/1/2024
Exterior Integrated Sensors: Up to $40 off at time of purchase.

Lighting rebates set to expire as 
Vermont transitions to all LED lighting

No more cheap bulbs

260 Court St., Suite 4 • Middlebury, VT 05753  • 802.388.3559 
M-F 10am - 5pm, Sat. 9:30am - 4pm, Closed Sunday 

middleburysewnvac.com

• Sewing Machines
• Sewing Classes
• Vacuum Cleaners
• Sewing Accessories
• Quilting Fabric

• Vacuum Bags & Accessories
• Scissor Sharpening
• Repair Center for Sewing 

Machines and Vacuum 
Cleaners

Your Local Source
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The Industry’s Most Innovative, 
Intuitive Exterior Woodcare System.

$10 OFF
A GALLON STORM STAIN SYSTEM ONLY!

Coupon valid until 5/8/23

1396 Rte 7 South
 Middlebury, VT      

 388-2500 
M- F 7:30-5:00,

Sat. 8-1       

Don’t turn your life upside down  
to install costly ductwork!

802-453-2381 • Bristol, VT 05443 
www.jackmansinc.com

Take advantage of the Efficiency Vermont and GMP Rebate, along 
with the Mitsubishi Gift Card Promotion to install your Mitsubishi cold 
climate heat pump installation. Schedule your installation with Jackman’s 
of Bristol, your local Mitsubishi Diamond Dealer! Receive up to $500 Visa 
Card promotion and a 12 year warranty. Book your appointment today!

April 1 – May 15

REBATES UP TO 
$1,300

April 1 – May 15

Heat Pumps

There’s no place like home, 
especially when that home is a 
comfortable and safe haven. One of 
the ways residents find comfort in 
their homes is by maintaining the 
right indoor temperatures, which 
fluctuate along with the seasons. 
While there is much to be said 
about opening windows and doors 
to let Mother Nature do her thing, 
indoor comfort is often maintained 
with an HVAC system.

HVAC stands for heating, 
ventilation and air conditioning. It 
can include heat pumps, furnaces 
and air conditioning units. It is an 
automated system that works by 
adjusting a thermostat to regulate 
air temperature, and sometimes 
humidity, in the home. Some 
HVAC systems also may be used to 
improve indoor air quality through 
filtration and oxygen replacement.

As with any mechanical device, 
an HVAC system has a life span 
that must be considered. Should 
any of the following conditions be 
present, it is likely time to consult 
with an HVAC technician to see if 
repairs or replacement of the entire 

system is warranted.
1. Age
If the HVAC system is more 

than 10 years old, it could be time 
to begin budgeting for a new unit. 
Many modern, efficient systems 
may last 12 to 14 years with routine 
maintenance. But it’s good to keep 
an HVAC system’s age in mind so 
you can readily recognize when it 
might start to fail.

2. Longer or constant running 
times

An efficient, properly working 
system will quickly heat or cool the 
home and then turn off. A system 
that is turning on repeatedly or 
having to run for awhile before the 
set temperature is reached could be 
nearing the end of its utility.

3. Strange noises
Groaning, banging or loud 

humming noises should be 
addressed. While these noises may 
indicate that certain components 
need maintenance or replacement, 
they also could be symptoms of 

age and a system nearing failure.
4. Frequent repair visits
Knowing the HVAC company’s 

repair person by name is a sign that 
the system has required too much 
work in recent months. Repeated 
issues and repairs are probably 
signs that it’s time to consider a 
system replacement.

5. Higher bills
Sticker shock when receiving 

electricity or gas bills likely mean 
the HVAC system isn’t working 
efficiently and might need to be 
replaced.

6. Poor indoor air quality
If the home is dusty or humid 

or even if allergies seem to have 
cropped up out of nowhere, this 
could indicate a poorly functioning 
HVAC system. 

HVAC systems are vital to 
keeping indoor environments 
comfortable and safe. Such systems 
may exhibit certain signs that 
indicate they need to be replaced.  

— Metro Creative

Six signs that you need

a new HVAC

“KNOWING YOUR 
HVAC company’s repair 
person by name is a 
sign that the system has 
required too much work in 
recent months.”

Photo/ Metro Creative

Experience matters
A VETERAN OF many decades in home construction and renovation, Mark Raymond deftly applies thinset 

mortar to his notched trowel before applying the adhesive to a shower wall he was tiling last week. Raymond 
said supply-chain problems during the COVID pandemic have eased somewhat, but it still takes several weeks 
to get some supplies such as glass doors and plumbing materials.

Independent photo/Steve James
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Professional Septic Installation Since 1982

PUMPING • MOUND AND CONVENTIONAL SYSTEM INSTALLATION
CERTIFIED PRESBY INSTALLATION • REPAIRS

LOCATING • CAMERA INSPECTIONS
TANK AND LEACH FIELD INSPECTIONS • ROOTER SERVICE

STEAM THAWING • FULL EXCAVATION SERVICE
Prompt friendly service • Family Owned & Operated

Office: 802-388-4529
truck cell: 802-236-7101
Route 7 • Middlebury, VT

802-388-4529

FOR MORE INFORMATION: (802) 877-2661
205 Main Street, Vergennes • www.jackmanfuels.com

JACKMAN FUELS, INC.
Family-owned Local Business

Offering our customers:
LP Gas, Diesel,  Ultra-Low Sulfur Heating Oil & Kerosene 

Home and Water Heating Equipment • Sales, Service, & Installations 
 Oil tank inspections and upgrades • 24 Hour emergency service available

Pre-buy and budget programs

Serving Addison and Chittenden Counties since 1945

Spring has sprung!
It’s time to schedule a spring cleaning and oil tank inspection!

For over 30 years, Raymond Renovation & New Construction, LLC,
has established a solid reputation in Addison County as a dependable general contractor 

doing quality work in all phases of residential and light commercial carpentry – 
from new home construction to additions and remodeling. 

FULLY INSURED  •  FREE BIDS

Mark Raymond    raymondrenovationvt.com    Middlebury, VT    802-388-0742

  FRAMING

  PAINTING

  SIDING

  WINDOWS

  FINISHING

  SHEETROCKING 

  BUILT-INS

  CUSTOM SHOWERS                         

  CUSTOM MILLWORK

Home renovations can improve a home 
in many different ways. Modifications to 
kitchens and bathrooms have long been 
popular projects, but are they the most 
popular renovations? 

According to data from Realm, which analyzed the top 10 most 
popular projects from roughly 2.8 million listings and permit filings 
in the United States in 2022, certain projects are more popular than 
others. 

Nationally, the most common home renovations include interior 
painting, exterior painting, finishing a basement, installing or 
replacing windows, and bathroom remodeling. Houzz polls report 
that renovating kitchens and bathrooms, new windows and porches, 
balcony and deck projects are among the most popular. 

According to the Canadian lifestyle resource Icy Canada, which 
culled various data points and sources, window and door upgrades, 
kitchen and bath remodels and deck projects are the most popular 
renovations in Canada.

— Metro Creative

And the winner 
is...
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Water Softening:
Culligan’s Water Softeners work to get rid of hard water-causing minerals, removing scale and 
build up over time. Hard water symptoms to look for include:

Water Filtration: 
For over 80 years, Culligan’s water filtration systems have improved water quality for thousands 
of families worldwide. Culligan’s Under the Sink Filtration and Whole House Filtration systems 
can both remove common contaminants* like:  

 

Water Dispensing:
Culligan water dispensers make it convenient, easy and affordable to always have 
access to cleaner, better-tasting water on tap. Whether you’re in your 
home or office, stylish coolers in compact sizes make it refreshingly 
simple to get cleaner and tastier water. Never worry about 
installation or maintenance, just set a delivery schedule that 
works for you and let your local Culligan Water Expert take 
care of the rest!

Your local Culligan Water dealer is your area’s water 
expert. Call us to schedule a free water test and let us 
recommend which products will benefit you and your 
family the most!

Culligan Water  •    Colchester, VT  •  www.culligan4u.com  802-865-0000

• Water spots on your glasses 
• Hard crust around faucets or drains 
• Skin feels dry or irritated after showering 
• Cloudy ice cubes

• Iron (rust stains in your tub)       
• Sulfur (rotten egg-like smell)  
• Harmful chemicals  
• Sediment (floating sand-like particles in your water)

*Contaminants may not be in your water.

  smithmcclain.com  

Building Addison County Community, one project at a time. 

By DEBORAH J. BENOIT
UVM Extension Master 
Gardener

Spring may be upon us, but 
winter is reluctant to let go. In 
the meantime, we’re all eagerly 
awaiting the time when we can 
head back to our gardens and get 
them into shape for the coming 
growing season.

If you didn’t do so during garden 
downtime in January and February, 
now is the time to order seeds, 
plants, shrubs and trees online or 
make a to-get list for shopping at 
your local nursery. While you’re at 
it, sketch out plans for new beds or 
additions to existing garden plots.

Temptation is all too real when 
browsing garden catalogs. The old 
adage that begins with “a place for 
everything” can help keep random 
purchases and dreaming too big 
under control.

Before the ground is workable, 
take some time to clean out and 
organize your garden shed or 
greenhouse. Make an inventory of 
garden supplies, in particular, tools. 
If you didn’t do so in the fall when 
you stored them for the winter, 
clean tools and perform any needed 
maintenance.

Do you need to replace hoses, 
or are you planning on putting in 
new beds? Make a note of anything 
that needs to be replaced and put 
those and any new items on your 

shopping list.
Now is also a good time to 

consider what additional gardening 
supplies you may need. Are you 
planning on growing crops that 
require support such as tomatoes? 
A wide variety of tomato cages 
and trellises are available. If you 
decide now, you can put supports in 
place at the time you plant to avoid 
disturbing the roots later on.

Once you have access to your 
garden, prune trees and shrubs as 
needed, but leave those that bloom 
in spring alone. If you prune spring-
blooming shrubs such as lilacs and 
azaleas now, you’ll be cutting off 
this year’s flowers. Wait to prune 
those shrubs until after they bloom.

Even though you’ll be tempted to 
clean up the garden when the snow 
clears, wait until after daytime 
temperatures reach 50 degrees 
Fahrenheit for about a week before 
removing leaves and flower stalks 
that weren’t dealt with last fall. 
That will give beneficial insects 
that have been overwintering in the 
garden time to emerge. 

If you don’t already have a 
compost pile, now is the time 
to start one. It’s the perfect 
way to recycle food scraps and 
yard waste with many options 
available for container size and 
type of composting. For more 
on composting, see go.uvm.edu/
composting.

While you’re cleaning up the 
garden, watch for signs of perennial 
weeds and newly emerged annual 
weeds popping up in beds and 
along pathways. Remove them now 
while they’re young.

They’ll only hold on tighter the 
longer you wait. A few minutes 
weeding now is far easier than 
spending an afternoon fighting 
established weeds once warm and 
sunny spring weather has settled in.

Spring also is a good time to 
divide or transplant perennials. 
Take note of which plants need 
dividing and where you’d like to 
put them. Prepare any new beds.

Build, repair or replace trellises 
and other plant supports. Consider 
using tree and shrub prunings from 
the garden to build your own. 

If you’re planning on starting 
seeds indoors, check to see if 
you have all the supplies you’ll 
need. Seed packets should include 
information on when to start 
those seeds. For more on starting 
seeds indoors, see go.uvm.edu/
seedstarting.

Before you know it, the garden 
will be awake, and it will be time 
to venture outside and get down to 
work.

Editor’s note: Deborah J. 
Benoit is a UVM Extension Master 
Gardener from North Adams, 
Mass., who is part of the Bennington 
County Chapter.

Make hay while the snow melts
Make sure you’re ready for gardening season with this checklist

STARTING A BACKYARD 
compost pile helps keep 
food scraps and yard waste 
out of the landfill while 
providing nutrient-rich 
matter for the garden. 

Photo/ Mel Green/Pixabay 
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Family Owned Since 1906

Manufactured locally
in Bristol, Vermont
QUALITY Kiln-dried 

Lumber
Hardwood

Mon-Fri 7:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
(Closed Noon-12:30 for lunch) 

802-453-4884
www.vermontlumber.com

106 Andrew Johnson Dr., Bristol, Vt.

Friendly & Professional Service
Cash & Volume Discounts

ROUGH HARDWOODS
Maple • Oak • Birch • Cherry • Ash
Yellow Poplar • Walnut • Mahogany

Repairs & Remodeling • New Construction 
Furniture • Cabinets

Superior Quality and Great Prices!

Call for pricing and availability.

Kittredge Land Surveying, PLLCKittredge Land Surveying, PLLC
Seth W. Kittredge, L.S.Seth W. Kittredge, L.S.

28 Thomas Circle  -  Vergennes, Vt. 05491
Phone: 802-870-7028  -  Cell: 802-989-1625

kittredgelandsurveying.com
info@kittredgelandsurverying.com

Boundary Retracement
Subdivisions

Boundary Line Adjustments
FEMA Flood Certifications

Replacement of Missing Corner Monuments
Vermont Land Records Research

  Expert Witness Services
Topographic/Site Surveys

Construction Layout

Heating  •  Plumbing  •  Air Conditioning 

Heat Pump Installation

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

24/7 Pager Service  
M-F   7am - 3pm

24 Hour Emergency
 Repair Service

1786 Route 7 South • Middlebury, VT  •  802- 388-2296

Schedule your Spring 
Clean and Tune Up Today!  

When getting your home or camp ready for summer, 
call Plouffe’s to schedule a multi-point cleaning and tune
to guarantee your furnace and AC’s peak performance!

Be ready to Relax!Be ready to Relax!

Keeping
Good Company 

Full Interior Design Service
Pam Carter & Chelsea Audy

kgcvt.com - design@kgcvt.com
802-877-3004
Vergennes, VT 

Mountainside Flooring LLC

Scott Quenneville • Leicester, VT 
 802-558-7543 

www.mountainsideflooring.com

• High Quality 
Hardwood 
Flooring 

•	 Prefinished	and	
Unfinished	

•	 Lengths	up	to	12	ft.	

Now 
Offering 

Installation 
and Refinishing 

Services
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VERGENNES — Real estate transactions recorded at 
Vergennes City Hall between Jan. 1, 2022, and Feb. 28, 
2023, include three-dozen single-family homes, three 
mobile homes, four multi-family dwellings, four condos, 
two parcels of land, and four commercial properties. 

Sales in those 14 months include: 
• 1/7/22: Melissa West to Lucas and Erica Harris, 

home at 8 East St., $345,000.
• 1/10/22: Thomas and Corie Dematties to David 

Wimmer, home at 21 School St., $325,000.
• 1/28/22: Jack and Lenore Danyow to Eric Bergland 

Trust, home at 21 Union St., $245,000.
• 1/28/22: Laura Lalumiere to Kristopher Perkins and 

Albert Davis, mobile home at 20 First St., $42,000.
• 2/4/22: River’s Edge Associates to Scott and Marie 

Flynn, new home at 279 Commodore Drive, $591,500.
• 2/22/22: Cornerstone Condominiums LLC to Bryan 

and Cherise Woods, 11A Country Commons, $275,000.
• 2/23/22: River’s Edge Associates to Richard 

Reynolds and Janey Kelso, new home at 299 
Commodore Drive, $499,217.

• 3/18/22: Michael Sullivan to Maxwell and Emily 
Robbins, home at 42 Bowman Rd., $380,000.

• 3/28/22: David and Carrie Barrows to Grant Smith 
and Megan Jurak, home at 14 Sunset Drive, $300,000.

• 3/29/22: Rose Plankey, Trustee to Casey Rock and 
Arin Lustberg, home at 81 Main St., $395,000.

• 4/1/22: Dana Lawrence to Alexander Bushey, condo 
at 15 North St., $106,000.

• 4/5/22: Scott Flynn and Marie Bonneau to Patricia 
Loftus, condo at 10A Country Commons, $340,000.

• 4/8/22: Cheeseman Family LLC to Group Five 
Investments LLP, office buildings at 229 Main St., 
$765,000.

• 4/22/22: Leonard Duffy Jr. to Cornerstone Solutions 
LLC, 1.1 acres at 1-3 Main St., $300,000.

• 4/28/22: Lyle and Debra Fulton to Dodin Muhannad, 
home at 26 Thomas Circle, $347,500.

• 5/2/22: Nuru Adbulhakeem and Emily Harris to 
Donald and Kathlene Ferris, home at 203 Commodore 
Drive, $489,000.

• 5/6/22: VTOPZ LLC to Thirty Four North LLC, multi-
family home at 40 North St., $445,000.

• 5/12/22: CFM LLC, c/o Burchfield Management Co. 
LLC, to One Credit Union, commercial office building at 
48 Green St., $1.35 million.

• 5/19/22: Rustan Swenson to George Berkeley LLC, 
vacant residential property on 0.74 acre at 54 West Main 
St., $252,500.

• 5/26/22: Benjamin LaFlam to Nelson Burgos and 
Alexandra Barrow, home at 174 Green St., $240,000.

• 6/1/22: Stephen Moore and Beth Lowell to Gabriel 
Kadric et al, home at 8 Hillside Acres, $230,000.

• 6/3/22: Rola Properties LLC to 17 White LLC, multi-
family home at 17 White St., $550,000.

ª 6/17/22: Braden Murray to Joseph and Sarah Turner, 
home at 17 Booth Woods, $305,000.

• 6/21/22: Steven Miller to Benjamin Thibault, mobile 
home at 25 West St., $100,000.

• 6/28/22: Jessica Adams to James Anderson and 
Simone Blaise-Glaunsinger, home at 14 Mt. View Lane, 

$399,999.
• 7/6/22: Steven and Julia Miller to Michael and 

Melissa Strong, home at 17 Thomas Circle, $325,000.
• 7/12/22: Nina and Dylan Covington-Walker to Lisa 

Godfrey and Helga Kimball, home at 135 Main St., 
$214,000.

• 7/15/22: Lisa Saunders to Rituparna Bisu, Country 
Commons condo 3B $225,000.

• 7/25/22: Joanne Gevry, Trustee to Paul and Eileen 
LaDuke, home at 11 Walker Ave., $230.000.

• 7/27/22: Habitat for Humanity to Kameron Guttierez 
and Keisha Thompson, home at 14 Booth Woods, 
$214,000.

• 7/29/22: Anne Weller Trust to David and Betty 
Lawson, home at 38 Main St., $449,000.

• 8/5//22: Michele and Brenda Mammoliti to Sami 
Dawud, home at 16 High St., $345,000.

• 9/2/22: Geoffrey Strong to Cynthia Pratt, home at 25 
Meadow Lane, $220,000.

• 9/2/22: River’s Edge Associates LLC to Dawn Serra 
and James Lennox, new home at 223 Commodore 
Drive, $645,000.

• 9/9/22: Gerald and Betty Sabourin to Jared Ploof, 
home at 49 Booth Woods, $165,000.

• 9/14/22: Thomas and Sheryl Brothers to Marc 
Crawford, home at 14 North Maple St.,  $317,000.

• 9/29/22: Bruce Leachman et al. to Mainline RE LLC, 
restaurant and rental property at 191-193 Main St., 
$310,000.

• 10/14/22: Jean Salch to Michelle Miller, home at 97 
South Water St., $261,900.

• 10/21/22: Andre and Kimberly Rheaume to Mary 
Price et al., home at 10 Cataract Place, $300,000.

• 10/27/22: Sandra Vishnevsky to Parini Properties 
LLC, home at 92 Main St., $262,000.

• 10/31/22: JDR Properties to William and Karen 
Wisell, home at 195 Green St., $654,900.

• 11/2/22:  Patricia Blair to MG House LLC, home at 
196 Green St., $311,000.

• 11/10/22: Patrick and Maryann Crowley to 
Michaelene Paquette and Dennis Zinsmeister, home at 
181 Green St., $535,000.

• 11/10/22: William and Kathryn Mace to The 
Herreschoff House LLC, multi-family dwelling at 11 
Macdonough Drive, $167,500.

• 11/18/22: River’s Edge Associates LLC to Karen 
and Evan Cooper, new home at 270 Commodore Drive, 
$616,745.

• 11/18/22: Bassim Bunde to Helen Greg, multi-family 
dwelling at 42 Monkton Rd., $44,000.

• 11/30/22: Vermont Industrial Parks to Jackman 
Fuels Inc., 7.25 acres of commercial land on Panton 
Road, $250,000.

• 12/14/22: William and Karen Wisell to Horn-Shore 
Trust, home at 36 Bowman Ave., $442,000.

• 12/27/22: Joseph and Sarah Turner to the Edwin 
Farnsworth Trust, home at 17 Booth Woods, $350,000.

• 12/29/22: Lynn and Michael Donnelly to Sean Dye et 
al, office building at 86 Main St., $385,000.

• 

Vergennes property transfers

FERRISBURGH — Ferrisburgh real estate transfers 
between January 2022 and February 2023 include 
33 homes, three mobile homes on land; a few farm 
properties, a couple in the upper six-figure range; several 
building lots selling for more than $100,000; and a large 
number of seasonal lakefront properties. Four properties 
sold for more than $1 million during those 14 months, 
two for more than $2 million.  

Sales of real estate during those months included: 
• 1/28/22: Urban Saltus Trust to Revocable Long Point 

Saltus Family Trust, seasonal home at 209 North Rd., 
$250,000.

• 3/2/22: Bernard and Valerie Dam to Jeffrey Cameron, 
farm on 92.9 acres on Button Bay Road, $608,000.

• 3/14/22: Humiston Estate to Rebecca Ambrose, 
mobile home on 3 acres at 4897 Sand Rd., $28,000.

• 3/14/22: Eleanor Barnes to Sean and Ashley LaFlam, 
home on 10.1 acres at 1268 Pea Ridge Rd., $375,000.

• 4/1/22: Grace and Thomas Kelly to Jennifer Do and 
Tristan Clerihew, home at 211 Raymond Rd. on 10.1 
acres, $660,000.

• 4/14/22: William Farrell to Karl Coplan et al., seasonal 
home at 164 South Road, $325,000.

• 4/15 22: Paul Hawkins to Birdseye Building Co., 
garage and sheds on 3 acres at 3051 Route 7, $510,000.

• 4/15/22: Louise Peyser to Justin Baron, 64.8 acres 
on Route 7, $262,000.

• 4/15/22: Glenn and Kathy Rossier to David and 
Carrie Barrows, 5.4 acres on Old Farm Lane, $107,000.

• 5/2/22: Gina Hutchins and Mark Dwire to Chris and 
Violet Nathan, home at 495 Fuller Mt. Rd. on 5.2 acres, 
$400,000.

• 5/2/22: Glenn and Kathy Rossier to John Barton et 
al., 5.97 acres on Old Farm Lane, $112,000.

• 5/10/22: Peter and Elizabeth Markowski to Jeannine 
Handy, Trustee, home at 462 Monkton Road on 12 acres, 
$925,000.

• 5/20/22: Gina Hutchins and Mark Dwire to Stefanie 
and Thomas Mills, home at 297 Fuller Mt. Rd. on 5.94 
acres, $629,000.

• 5/20/22: Maria Harris to Richard and Diane Dolliver, 
seasonal home at 244 North Road, $552,000.

• 6/2/22: Corey and Jennifer Walker to Jason Miller, 
home at 3238 Route 7 on 5.9 acres, $635,000.

• 6/13/22: Cheryl and John DeVos III to Gage and 
Meghan Towers, home at 523 Ashley Rd. on 5 acres, 
$242,000.

• 6/15/22: Stephen and Katherine Alexander to Adam 
Ginsburg, 5.94 acres on Fuller Mt. Rd., $120,000.

• 6/17/22: Emily Argano to Matthew Manning, home at 
290 Westin Rd. on 6.39 acres, $255,000.

• 6/21/22: Jane McKay to Michael and Shari Isikow, 
second home on 10.1 acres at 230 Spencer Farm Road, 
$2.3 million.

• 6/22/22: Bernard and Valerie Dam to Joshua Clark 
and Kristen Ouellette, 5.12 acres of land on Button Bay 
Road, $132,000.

• 6/22/22: Kristen Ouellette to Thomas Lawson, home 
at 690 Middlebrook Rd. on 0.5 acre, $435,000.

• 7/8/22: Magui Yero and Ileana Torres to Amanda 
Ferrone and Jason Arvidsson, mobile home on 3.34 
acres at 3298 Sand Rd., $293,000.

• 7/26/22: David and Danielle Johansen to Constable 
Hunter and Colleen Pouliot, home at 139 Atkins Rd., 
$478,000.

• 7/27/22: Paul and Lillian Weisbart to Adam Behar, 
home on 0.29 acre at 368 Hawkins Bay Lane, $800,000.

• 

ADDISON COUNTY — 
People spruce up their homes 
and property for a lot of reasons. 
One consideration that most 
homeowners have when putting 
money, time and effort into their 
abodes is resale value.

As the Addison Independent 
reported last week, the market for 
real estate in Addison County looks 
to be stabilizing a little bit this year.

And one local real estate 
professional said that property 

condition and pricing still matters 
when it comes time to sell. 
Broker Jill Fraga of The Real 
Estate Company of Vermont 
said that buyers are competitive 
when considering homes that are 
“appropriately priced” and “move-
in ready,” and such houses spend 
less time on the market. 

“On the other hand, properties 
that have been priced substantially 
higher than their competition, or 
need some TLC, tend to be on the 

market for longer, and may even see 
price reductions, ultimately leading 
to more time on market with less 
buyer competition,” she said.

With that in mind, we thought 
that readers of this section would 
like to see a sampling of some real 
home sales over the past year or so. 
We publish here property transfers 
in two of Addison County’s larger 
municipalities, Vergennes and 
Ferrisburgh.

Resale value

Ferrisburgh property transfers

When fixing up, think of the 
long-term value of your home

(See Ferrisburgh, Page 15C)

(SeeVergennes, Page 15C)
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New research has 
revealed the most 
I n s t a g r a m m a b l e 
houseplant, with the 
Aloe vera plant taking 
the top spot in the 
rankings.

The research 
conducted by 
Hollywood Hills 
real estate experts 
RubyHome established 
the most common 
houseplants and 
succulents on Instagram 
and analyzed the 
number of hashtags for 
both the scientific name 
of each houseplant and 
the more commonly 
used names.

The analysis revealed 
that the Aloe vera plant 
(scientifically known as 
the Aloe barbadensis 
miller) had the highest 
number of hashtags 

on Instagram, making it the most 
Instagrammable. The plant has 
5,155,019 combined hashtags on 
the platform to date. The plant 
has been a household favorite for 
centuries due to its medicinal and 
cosmetic purposes. The Aloe Vera 
plant secures its top spot by totaling 
over 5 million posts on Instagram 
from the use of the following 
hashtags: #aloebarbadensismiller, 
#aloevera, #aloeveraplant and 
#aloeverasucculent.

Agave Americana, otherwise 
known as Agave, places second with 
1,835,178 posts on the platform. 
Agave plants have a multitude of 
uses, but their main benefit is that 
their sap and juices can be used 
to treat many gut-related issues. 
It is also rich in nutrient, which is 
why many see it as a more natural 
alternative to honey and sugar.

The third most Instagrammable 

plant is the Haworthia plant. 
Scientifically known as 
Haworthiopsis attenuata, the plant 
has a total number of 824,048 
posts on Instagram. The plant’s 
popularity is due to its ease of care, 
as it can tolerate many different 
lighting conditions and can last 
long periods in dark spaces.

The fourth most Instagrammable 
houseplant is Sedum which is also 
known as Stonecrop. The plant is 
extremely popular among beginners 
as its appearance is exceptionally 
versatile; not only is this a great 
selling point for the plant, but it can 
also endure harsh conditions and 
survive prolonged periods without 
water. The plant has 704,823 posts 
in total on Instagram.

In fifth place is Mammillaria, 
also known as Pincushion Cactus, 
with a total of 529,729 posts. With 
only 175,000 fewer posts than a 
Stonecrop plant, the pincushion 
cactus is popular among cactus 
lovers because of its small size and 
ease of care.

The Dracaena trifasciata is 
the sixth most Instagrammable 
plant, with 513,093 posts. The 
plant is also nicknamed the Snake 
Plant, and they are popular for its 
interesting skills of purifying the 
air and releasing oxygen during the 
nighttime.

The seventh most Instagrammable 
houseplant is the Hoya plant, 
otherwise known as Wax Plant. 
The popularity of the Wax Plant 
is due to its sweet scent, attractive 
and lengthily leaves, and pretty 
floral accents. To date, the plant has 
303,440 posts on Instagram, which 
secured its seventh position.

In eighth place is the Curio 
rowleyanus plant, also known as 
String of Pearls. Despite being an 
extremely delicate plant, String of 
Pearls is a beautiful addition to any 
plant collection. Similar to many 

other succulents, the 
plant is straightforward to 
maintain and has 233,711 
posts on Instagram.

Crassula ovata, also 
known as the Jade Plant, 
ranks ninth by a whisker 
with 233,151 Instagram 
posts, just 560 fewer than 
the String of Pearls. The 
Jade Plant is extremely 
popular, especially in 
Asia, as it is thought to 
bring financial luck. It’s 
gorgeous vibrant green 
leaves are another selling 
point of this plant which 
is a beautiful addition 
to any plant lovers’ 
collection.

The 10th most 
I n s t a g r a m m a b l e 
houseplant belongs 
to the Schlumbergera 
bridgessii, otherwise 
known as the Christmas 
Cactus. The plant has a 
total of 189,128 posts on Instagram, 
which secures its tenth position. 
It is a colorful, exciting plant 
which blooms bright pink or lilac 
flowers in indoor spaces around 
Christmastime.

A RubyHome spokesperson said, 
“Houseplants are an incredible way 
to incorporate life and color into 
any living space, which is why they 
are an essential part of creating a 
calm and Zen atmosphere in any 
home.

“It is fascinating to see such 
large numbers of hashtags for so 
many houseplants, showing how 
many social media users love 
watching their homes spring to life 
with their easy-to-maintain plants,” 
the RubyHome representative 
continued. “It also proves just how 
popular the social media platform 
is for sharing insights into their 
interior design choices.”

CREATE AN OUTDOOR SPACE
UNDER AN AWNING BY INTEGRITY

Residential & Commercial
802-771-5892
integrityawnings.comRene Paquette & Family

Instagrammable 
houseplants

The most Instagrammable houseplants

Ranking Scientific Name Nickname Total Number of Posts on 
Instagram

1 Aloe barbadensis Miller Aloe Vera 5,155,019
2 Agave Americana Agave 1,835,178
3 Haworthiopsis attenuata Haworthia 824,048
4 Sedum Stonecrop 704,823
5 Mammillaria Pincushion Cactus 529,729
6 Dracaena trifasciata Snake Plant 513,093
7 Hoya Plant Wax Plant 303,440
8 Curio rowleyanus String of Pearls 233,711
9 Crassula ovata Jade Plant 233,151
10 Schlumbergera Bridgessii Christmas Cactus 189,128

SNAKE PLANT

CHRISTMAS CACTUSCHRISTMAS CACTUS WAX PLANTWAX PLANT STONECROPSTONECROP

STRING OF PEARLSSTRING OF PEARLSHAWORTHIAHAWORTHIA

JADE PLANTJADE PLANTALOE VERAALOE VERA

PINCUSHION CACTUSPINCUSHION CACTUS

AGAVEAGAVE
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It’s all in the SPRING!

Recliners by 

Lift and other Recliners by

Thousands of
leathers and fabrics

to choose from!

12/30/22: Tyler and Jesse Vendituoli to Kevin and Nadia 
Dole, home at 44 West Main St., $450,000.

• 1/18/23: Gordon Family Trust to Christopher Jensen 
and Jane Sledge, home at 27 Maple Manor, $350,000.

• 1/31/23: Walter Yount Estate to Gabriel Bushey, 
home at 107 Main Street, $207,000.

• 2/10/23: Rola Properties LLC to Wilbirn Ventures 
LLC, home at 12 White St., $445,000.

• 2/14/23: Kimberly Ross to Linda Silkworth, mobile 

7/29/22: Ronald and Pamela Kampner to Richard and 
Virginia Langstaff, home at 1179 Fuller Mt. Rd. on 64.8 
acres, $1.29 million.

• 8/12/22: Christine Blakeney to Nora Ganley Roper 
and Adam Polonski, home at 99 Mud Creek Rd. on 10.33 
acres, $690,000.

• 8/15/22: Thomas and Shelley Eriksen to Stephen 
and April Clodgo, home at 2200 Basin Harbor Rd. on 
10.2 acres, $850,000.

• 8/30/22: Chester Hawkins Estate to Birdseye 
Building Co., home on 0.5 acre zoned commercially at 1 
Little Chicago Road, $75,000.

• 8/30/22: Chester Hawkins Estate to Birdseye Building 
Co., home on 1 acre zoned commercially at 3029 Route 
7, $125,000.

• 9/1/22: Josephine Crosby to Krysta Hill, home at 70 
Diamond Isle Lane on 6 acres, $725,000.

• 9/7/22: Heidi Johnston et al. to Scott Stearns et al., 
25 acres on Shellhouse Mt. Road, $26,000.

• 9/9/22: Joseph and Laura Cromarty to Jones Basin 
Harbor Trust, home at 580 Woods Road on 1.5 acres, 
$1.35 million.

• 9/13/22: Thomas and Christine Steadman to Robert 
Stearns and John Hoehl, 9.1 acres on Dean Road, 
$30,000.

• 9/13/22: John and Donna Walcott to Joseph and 
Laura Cromarty, home at 904 Woods Rd. on 1.2 acres, 
$1.2 million.

• 9/20/22: Eric Bresnick and Amie Bates to Charlie and 
Albin Meli, home at 137 Field Rd. on 1.4 acres, $525,000.

• 9/26/22: Richard Carr to Thomas Pulsifer, home at 
28 Arnold Bay Road on 10.1 acres, $2.65 million.

• 10/7/22: Stephen Tulin estate to Ariel Smith and 
Robert Charnock, home at 100 Champlin Hill Rd. on 5.31 
acres, $501,000.

• 10/11/22: William and Kathleen Charbonneau to 
Adele Szilardi and Peter Tierney, home at 206 Sleepy 
Hollow Lane on 1.3 acres, $665,000.

• 10/28/22: Timothy and Martha Davis to Tucker 
Weaver and Madeline Born, home at 564 Old Hollow Rd. 

on 0.5 acre, $370,000.
• 10/31/22: Jason Hatch to Otter Creek LLC, 163.2 

acres on Basin Harbor Road, $750,000.
• 11/28/22: Olin Flynn estate to Shebangus LLC, home 

at 701 Dakin Rd. on 1.6 acres, $200,000.
• 11/29/22: Julia and James George to Gerald Ghazi, 

home at 239 Shore Road, $575,000.
• 12/2/22: Kenneth and Jeanne Lemner to Brenna 

Mead and Sarah Richardson, home on 13.17 acres at 
189 Four Winds Rd., $1.1 million.

• 12/5/22: Helen and Robert Laidman Jr. to Alexander 
Brookhouse, home at 145 Jockey Lane on 2.9 acres, 
$455,000.

• 12/9/22: Diane Shortsleeve to James and Marlene 
Ringer, 5.2 acres on Robinson Road, $125,000.

• 12/21/22: Christopher DeVos to Deana LaFleche, 
home at 965 Stage Rd. on 1 acre, $185,000.

• 12/20/22: Raymond Yandow estate to Jesse and 
Beth Jackman, mobile home on 0.5 acre at 334 Basin 
Harbor Rd., $143,000.

• 12/28/22: Yukio McDonough-Sieben and Theresa 
McDonough to Ian Hand, home on 1.6 acres at 1499 
Sand Rd., $520,000.

• 1/6/23: Lucie Lafranchise and John Ellis to Walter 
Stapleton and Rachel Halliburton, home on 5.15 acres 
at 771 Long Point Rd., $775,000.

• 1/11/23: Toby Gay and Karen Graden to David 
and Betty Chase, 0.5 acre at 690 Sleepy Hollow Lane, 
$55,000.

• 1/13/23: Peter and Elizabeth Markowski to 
Cornerstone Commons LLC, 162 acres on Monkton 
Road, $445,000.

• 1/12/23: Jason Hatch to Vorsteveld Farm LLP, 
283 acres including farm buildings on Jersey Street, 
$700,000.

• 1/30/23: Carolyn Mitchell to Judson Kimble, home at 
400 Little Chicago Rd. on 10.26 acres, $175,000.

• 2/28/23: Malone Revocable Trust to Karen and David 
Burke, home at 3708 Shellhouse Mt. Rd., $480,000.

Vergennes transfers

Ferrisburgh transfers

(Continued from Page 13c)

(Continued from Page 13C)
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802 . 453 . 2500 • BristolElectronicsVT.com

FREE ON-SITE EVALUATIONS

Homeowners Recommendations
We received quotes from Bristol Electronics and another well-

known Vermont solar company, and were pleasantly surprised that 
Bristol had the better price, and we preferred Bristol’s microinverter 
approach. Additionally, we were very pleased to learn that the 
panels and racking system were made in the USA with some 
components manufactured by a Vermont company.  On top of 
this, the folks at Bristol were such a pleasure to work with. We 
can’t remember a more pleasant experience when making a major 
investment. 

We had a variety of questions which they happily 
addressed. Their knowledgeable staff was well versed with 
applicable regulations and requirements, building codes and 
even wind loading concerns. They truly went out of their way to 
make sure we were educated on the system and pleased with the 
installation. 

This was a very rewarding experience which began with a goal 
of wanting to make our home fully renewably powered by working 
with a local team and culminated with meeting great members of 
our community, keeping our dollars local while also supporting 
other American renewable technology manufacturers. We found 
kindred spirits at BE and we can’t recommend them highly enough!

Megan Nedzinski and Joshua Faulkner – 
South Starksboro, VT

“We are loving our new 
heat pump - it’s like our 
house suddenly got bigger!  
The room has been warm 
even on recent cold nights 
- very impressive.”

 -Viveka Fox
and

Peter Macfarlane, 
Addison, VT

“Bristol Electronics makes it easy for you to go solar.
From the detailed, patient explanations, to the rebates, 

estimates and permits, Bristol Electronics takes care of it all. 
I obtained several quotes from various companies but it was 
Bristol Electronics who ultimately won my business with their 
friendly, approachable attitude and superior knowledge of the 
technology. When I began this project I was uneducated and 
apprehensive. Now I fi nd myself encouraging my friends and 
family to call Bristol Electronics for a free quote and explanation 
because I truly believe in their product and company. They are 
highly skilled and professional in every respect.

Stephen and his crew encouraged my children’s curiosity and 
made learning fun for them. Little things like making handprints 
in the cement of our solar system sparked talks about reducing 
your carbon footprint and how everyone can help, even 
children. The whole experience could not have been easier or 
better. Seeing the power meter run backwards is just icing on 
the cake.”

   Heather Shepard – Bristol

If you have been considering solar, heat pumps, or whole house batteries,
please give us a call to discuss your options.
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