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Protest art
The Hearthunder Art Collective 
mixes creativity with change-
making. See Arts + Leisure.

By the wayBy the way

Hard stop
VUHS boys’ basketball came up 
short against the Spartans in the 
D-III semifinal. See Page 1B.

Shiny & new
Major building renovations are 
inspiring school pride at Mount 
Abraham. See Page 8A.

Sugarmakers celebrate the art of boiling sap
Open houses this weekend and next

COVID-19 still with 
us after two years

Illinois educator 
is tapped to lead 
Bristol Elementary

Principal ready 
to graduate to 
new adventures

Local students plan 
raffle for Ukraine kids

Shoreham farm acquires high-end butter biz

Midd students record our experiences

MUMS trio inspired by world events

Habitat for Humanity looking 
for families in need of homes

Salisbury’s Canales will 
retire after 16 fruitful years

Same product, new generation

The first case of COVID-19 was 
diagnosed in Addison County on 
March 18, 2020 — two years ago 
this week.

Sixteen students in Middlebury 
College’s Chronicling COVID-19 
Winter Term course conducted 
oral histories with more than two 
dozen Addison County residents. 
They came away with a number of 
observations about how different 
segments of our community 
have dealt with the uncertainty, 
isolation and fear engendered by 

the pandemic.
To help us all put some 

perspective on the past two years, 
they here present three articles that 
sum up those observations. 

Throughout the month of 
January, the students under the 
direction of Middlebury History 
Professor Amy Morsman took a 
deep dive into several crises that 
have affected Vermonters over the 
past century. With the 1918 flu 
pandemic, the Great Flood of 1927, 

(See Pandemic, Page 10A)

(See Relief drive, Page 16A)

(See Habitat, Page 12A)

(See Canales, Page 15A)

(See BES principal, Page 16A)

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS
BRISTOL — Bristol Elementary School has hired a 

new principal to take over on July 1.
After narrowing the field to three finalists, the BES 

Principal Search Committee announced this week it 
has chosen John Bratko of Frankfurt, Ill., to be the 
school’s top administrator.

“John was very well received by the BES community 
when he visited the school on March 3 and everyone 
we have spoken with at John’s current school speaks 
very highly of him,” said Mount Abraham Unified 
School District Superintendent Patrick Reen in a March 
14 media release. “He brings with him a lot of great 
energy, a supportive leadership style and a passion for 
improving outcomes for students.”

By JOHN FLOWERS
SALISBURY — Being bilingual, well-educated and 

dedicated, and with a history of international travel 
and effective leadership, Fernanda Canales could have 
had her pick of many teaching jobs.

Yet all roads led to Vermont and ultimately to the 
Salisbury Community School, where she will cap her 
16th — and final — year as principal. With 39 years 
now spent in education, Canales is ready to graduate to 
a new raison d’etre outside of a school building.

“It’s been an amazing journey for me, and I feel 
I’ve become a better self from having experienced 
what I experienced working here and in Salisbury,” 

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS
VERMONT — The snow 

is melting, the sap is rising 
and sugarmakers are working 
overtime to boil down Vermont’s 

sweetest agricultural product — 
maple syrup.

After taking two years off 
because of the pandemic, the 
Vermont Maple Sugar Makers’ 

Association has brought back 
its popular maple open house 
weekend events.

In fact, this year they’re 
doubling the fun, hosting two 
weekends instead of one.

Mark your calendars for March 

19-20 and March 26-27, when 
sugarhouses all over the state 
will offer special events featuring 
tours, tastings and other activities.

The association expanded 
its open house offerings at the 

(See Maple, Page 14A)

You shop for groceries 
every week, right? Turn this 
mundane chore into an uplifting 
experience by bringing along 
a senior neighbor who can’t 
drive themselves to get food. Tri-
Valley Transit will handle all the 
logistics and even pay for your 
gas! To learn more or to sign up 
to give a senior a shopping ride, 
call 802-388-2287 or email info@
trivalleytransit.org.

Weren’t on the ballot for the March 
1 elections but still want to become 
involved in local government? Odds 
are your community could use your 
help serving on one of a variety 
of appointed local and regional 
boards and commissions. Each year, 
local selectboards make annual 
appointments to volunteer positions. 
Check in with your local town office 
to see if your skills match those 

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS
SHOREHAM — Twenty-two years after founding 

Animal Farm Butter in Orwell and making it into one of the 
most celebrated farmstead butter operations in the country, 
Diane St. Clair has passed the torch to a new generation.

DIANE ST. CLAIR, right, stands among some of the Jersey cows that have made her farmstead butter business, 
Animal Farm in Orwell, a success. Over the past few months she has been training Animal Farm’s new co-owner 
Hilary Haigh, left, who will run the creamery with her husband, Ben, from their Shoreham farm.

Independent photo/Steve James

Hilary and Ben Haigh of Rolling Bale Farm in Shoreham 
purchased St. Clair’s herd of eight Jersey cows last month 
and will do business as Animal Farm Creamery.

“Diane’s system will transfer well to our farm,” said Hilary, 
who grew up in Shoreham and who has known St. Clair for 
many years. “It’s well suited to what we were already doing 

(See Farm, Page 13A)

By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — It’s easy 

to feel cocooned in a safe, rural, 
caring community like Middlebury. 
Violent deaths and crime waves are 
fortunately few and far between. 
And when you reach a low point, 
there’s no shortage of caring 

neighbors to pick you up.
That empathy even extends to 

strangers suffering well beyond the 
town’s borders. It’s an instinct that’s 
being nurtured, with great results, at 
Middlebury Union Middle School, 
where a group of students recently 

By ANDY KIRKALDY
VERGENNES — Habitat for 

Humanity of Addison County is 
nearing the finishing line for its 
latest project, a new three-bedroom, 
1,200-square-foot home in the Booth 
Woods development in Vergennes. 
A family of five has agreed to pay 
$175,000 for the place.

Now the organization, which 
secures affordable housing for 
families of modest means, is 
gearing up to find some neighbors 
for that family, as its next home 
will be built nearby. 

But finding candidate families 
for the next home remains difficult 

TIM HESCOCK (LEFT), sugarmaker at Shoreham’s Vermont Trade Winds Farm, prepares to toss another log into the firebox of the 
evaporator, where he said temperatures can reach 1,000 degrees. Right, finished sap flows into a holding tank at Bread Loaf View Farm 
sugarhouse on Tuesday. 

Independent photos/Steve James
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By ANDY KIRKALDY
VERGENNES — The 

International Association of Chiefs 
of Police analysis of the Vergennes 
Police Department is entering a 
new phase, one that actively seeks 
feedback about the operations of 
the department from those who 
live or work in the city.

This phase is basically the last in 
what the International Association 
of Chiefs of Police (IACP) calls 
a “workload and staffing analysis 
study,” for which the Vergennes 
City Council last August 
agreed to pay IACP 
$30,000. A final report 
is due in May. 

City officials will be 
considering the IACP’s 
recommendations this 
spring along with the 
proposal made by the 
c o u n c i l - a p p o i n t e d 
Citizen Review Board 
Exploratory Committee 
for the creation of a 
citizen panel to work 
with the council 
and city manager on 
police issues. That 
committee made that 
recommendation in a 
70-plus page report 
officially released in 
January. 

Last week 
representatives of the 
IACP told the city council their 
team will be in Vergennes between 
April 4 and 8 conducting focus 
groups and more interviews of 
community stakeholders. No 
interviewees will be identified in 
the final report, according to the 
IACP.

They are also inviting residents, 
business owners and their 
employees to fill out a confidential 
survey about city police, with a due 
date of Tuesday, March 22. It may 
be found at www.research.net/r/
VPD_Community. The IACP and 
city officials were working late 
last week to make paper copies 

available at city hall and possibly 
the Bixby Library. 

According to the IACP the 
survey takes 15 minutes or less to 
complete. Those with questions or 
concerns about the survey or the 
study itself may email the IACP 
team at VergennesVT@theIACP.
org

The IACP team members 
working with the city all have 
extensive law enforcement 
experience. They are:

• Consultant Peter Carnes, a 
former president of the 
Massachusetts Police 
Chiefs Association.

• Consultant James 
Baker, a former 
Vermont State Police 
director.

• Three IACP 
employees: Project 
Director Meghann 
Casanova, IACP’s 
Senior Program 
Manager; Kathleen 
Kelley, the Vergennes 
Project Manager; and 
Carla Omarale, the 
Vergennes Project 
Coordinator.
STUDY DETAILS

Carnes and Kelley 
attended the council’s 
March 8 meeting via 
Zoom. 

Kelley described the 
IACP’s overall mission, as well as 
providing professional training and 
resources, as being “committed 
to advancing safer communities 
through thoughtful, progressive 
police leadership.”

She said the study would 
focus on three areas: “staffing 
and workload,” “the policing 
environment as a whole,” and 
“the engagement between the 
community and the police, 
which helps us understand the 
community’s expectations for 
deliveries of police services.”

The outcome, Kelley said, will 
include a final report summarizing 

IACP’s findings and making 
recommendations, “including 
how current resources are being 
utilized” and how they might be 
“re-deployed to meet community 
and agency goals.”

IACP’s visit in early April will 
include “community stakeholder-
Vergennes Police Department 
focus groups and interviews,” she 
said. 

So far the study has looked 
in depth at the department’s 
operations, including records of 
calls for service, work schedules, 
budgetary data, chain of command, 
professional policies, inventory 
and use of equipment and vehicles, 
community programs, traffic 
enforcement and stop data, and 
more. The IACP also conducted 
a workforce survey of the 
department.

The IACP representatives also 
told the council last week that 
Carnes and Baker have already 
done a series of interviews with 
what they called Vergennes 
stakeholders. 

City Manager Ron Redmond 
said last week those interviewed 
included volunteers, church and 
nonprofit leaders, non-elected 
members of city committees, 
firefighters, citizens who have 
interacted with police and other 
law enforcement officials, and 
more. 

Redmond said he, Mayor Matt 
Chabot and Police Chief George 
Merkel all made suggestions for a 
list of possible interview subjects 
that included as many as 300 
names. 

“I gave them everybody I could 
think of, and I had a lot of help 
with people giving me names,” 
Redmond said.
PULLING OUT THEMES

At the council meeting Carnes 
told the council the “20 or more” 
interviews already conducted 
virtually have been productive.

“The conversations have been 

Visions of summer
SMALL PAINTINGS BY Allen Fitzpatrick rest atop a bookshelf at the Brandon Public Library. 

Fitzpatrick relocated to Leicester after retiring from a 40-year teaching career in New Jersey. His 
paintings are a reminder of warmer weather ahead. They will remain on display until the end of 
March.

Photo/Allen Fitzpatrick

City police evaluation continues
Focus groups and interviews to be convened in April

(See City police, Page 3A)

“Rest 
assured, 
when you 
read the 
report, I can 
pretty much 
tell you, 
and I can be 
confident, 
there will not 
be one-sided 
or biased 
information 
in that 
report.”

— IACP 
Consultant 

Peter Carnes

BRANDON — The Rutland 
Northeast Supervisory Union 
School Board late last week 
tapped the Brandon-area district’s 
Director of Curriculum, Instruction 
and Assessment to be its next 
superintendent. 

Kristin Hubert will replace 
retiring Superintendent Jeanne 
Collins on July 1. 

Hubert, who has accepted the 
position, has worked for the district 
for three years. 

“I am excited to serve the 
communities and students of 
RNESU in this position,” Hubert 
said. “I have great respect and 
appreciation for our teachers, 
administrators and staff for their 
unwavering commitment to students 
and families. I look forward to 
continuing to support the great work 
already underway in our system.” 

RNESU Board Chair Laurie 
Bertrand noted that three years 
in the district has given Hubert a 
chance to learn the schools and 
the people they serve. Rutland 
Northeast provides pre-K through 
high school education to kids 
in Brandon, Leicester, Whiting, 
Goshen, Sudbury, Chittenden, 
Mendon and Pittsford.

 “We are very excited that Kristin 
will be our next superintendent,” 
Bertrand said. “She has done a 
phenomenal job of leading our 
curriculum and assessment program 
for the past three years, particularly 

during COVID and the switch to 
remote learning. She is familiar 
with our communities and our 
staff and students and will bring 
continued stability to our district as 
we continue to evolve in our focus 
on student achievement.”

Prior to this position, Hubert 
served as teaching faculty at the 
Upper Valley Institute focused 
on supporting new and aspiring 
principals. She was an elementary 
school principal for 13 years in 
Rutland and Arlington and was an 
elementary teacher in Fair Haven 
before that. Hubert was named the 
National Distinguished Elementary 
Principal in 2016 and has served in 
a number of state level committees, 

including the Vermont Principal 
Association, Vermont Equity 
Practitioners Network, Vermont 
Equity Advisory Group and the 
Vermont Curriculum Leaders 
Advisory Board. 

She teaches courses in principal 
preparation as an adjunct faculty at 
Castleton University.

Hubert earned a Bachelor 
of Arts degree in English and 
Elementary Education from the 
University of Vermont, Master 
of Art in Educational Leadership 
from Castleton University, and 
an Educational Doctorate in 
Curriculum, Teaching, Learning 
and Leading from Northeastern 
University in Boston.

Hubert named new RNESU leader
She’ll succeed 
Jeanne Collins

KRISTIN  HUBERT

BRANDON — Devon 
Karpak, Otter Valley Union High 
School’s Tech Ed instructor, was 
recently selected by the Rowland 
Foundation as a 2022 Rowland 
Fellow. 

Karpak’s proposal focuses on 
building the OV tech program 
and creating an exemplar 
curriculum and program for a 
CTE connected pathway for 
grades 7 through 12. Karpak’s 
work on this project will be 
supported by the Rowland 
Foundation both financially and 
with professional development. 

Each year since 2009, the 
Rowland Foundation has selected 
a cohort of educators from around 
Vermont to be members of their 
fellowship program. These 
educators are selected from 
applicants who are 
looking to influence 
positive change in 
their schools, take 
on leadership roles 
and push education 
forward through 
innovative programs. 

This is the job 
description of 
many educators, 
but too often, time 
limitations hinder 
them from bringing 
their ideas to fruition. 
The Rowland 
Fellowship allows 
for schools to create 
time by awarding 
each of the fellows 
up to $100,000, 
which can be used to 
hire additional personnel, meet 
the needs of implementation 

OV educator a Rowland Fellow

DEVON  KARPAK

of programs for students, as well 
as travel and time to reflect for the 
Rowland Fellow instructor. 

This is a once-in-a-
lifetime opportunity 
and a transformative 
experience for students, 
schools and educators 
alike, said RNESU 
Superintendent Jeanne 
Collins.

Karpak’s proposal to 
build out the school’s 
tech program was 
chosen for its unique 
nature. Schools like 
OV do not currently 
have opportunities 
for students in 7th 
through 10th grade to 
explore careers and 
take Pre-Tech courses. 
Otter Valley has been 
lucky enough to have 
kept their woodshop 

program active when many other 
schools are cutting similar programs. 

In fact, over the past three years 
Karpak and OVUHS Principal 
James Avery, with the support of 
Collins and the OVUU school 
board, have worked to expand 
the program from primarily wood 
working to new offerings in 
science, technology, engineering, 
art and mathematics (STEAM), 
as well as heavy equipment 
operation (in partnership with 
Markowski Excavating). 

Planned programs to be 
implemented next year and in 
the near future include building 
trades with small engines (grant 
funded from through FFA) and 
welding (spurred on by a grant 
from the American Welding 
Society). 

Karpak’s vision is for the tech-
ed program to empower students 
to create and connect in ways that 
will enable them to see a direct 
path to their futures and bring 
additional meaning and relevance 
to their high school careers. 
Additionally, he hopes to build 
further community partnerships 
that will help students see that 
Vermont is a great place to grow 
up and build a life.  

Karpak plans to partner 
with local manufacturers and 
employers to assist in fully 
realizing this community-built 
program. 

Finally, Karpak looks forward 
to not only continuing to build 
the program during school hours 
but to also open up the shop 
to the community. “This is an 
amazing opportunity for OV,” 
said Collins, adding that Karpak 
is ready to work to get students 
further engaged.

Devon Karpak’s 
vision is for the 
tech-ed program 
to empower 
students to 
create and 
connect in ways 
that will enable 
them to see a 
direct path to 
their futures and 
bring additional 
meaning and 
relevance to 
their high school 
careers.
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terrific. They’ve been friendly. 
They’ve been quite open, and we 
have a great deal of information 
from these great conversations that 
we’ve had regarding the future of 
policing in Vergennes,” Carnes 
said. 

Kelley and Carnes addressed a 
concern from Council 
Mel Hawley that it 
wasn’t a “truly random 
survey and thus could 
have “pro-police or 
anti-police biases.” 
Kelley said bias is 
accounted for in the 
survey process, and 
Carnes added that 
conversations had 
proven to be balanced 
and productive.

Kelley said one of 
the reasons to do a 
survey was to receive 
“a wide range of 
responses” and data 
“from as many people 
in the community as 
possible” that will 
help IACP “pull out 
different themes and 
things for us to look at 
… We will be aware of 
potential biases, but it’s more for us 
to get a wider range of data beyond 
the focus groups and data.”

Carnes said he and Baker saw 
reasonable points of view in their 
interviews.

“We were careful with our 
interviews,” he said. “Those of us 

who have done a lot of interviews 
in our careers, you can almost 
detect immediately any bias … I 
don’t recall any of them that were 
one-sided. They were without 
bias.”

He concluded: “Rest assured, 
when you read the report, I can 
pretty much tell you, and I can be 

confident, there will 
not be one-sided or 
biased information in 
that report.”

Carnes also told 
city officials that 
anything they could 
do to improve survey 
response numbers 
would be helpful.

Kelley said the 
Strong House Inn 
would serve as the 
home base for the 
focus groups, which 
would include 
gatherings of 
members of the city’s 
business, community 
and nonprofit sectors.

She added invitees 
would most likely 
come from the same 
pool of candidates 
suggested to the IACP 

for individual interviews. 
“We did receive a stakeholder 

list, a good group of people who are 
representative of the community 
and of the residents as a whole of 
the area,” Kelley said. “We will be 
reaching out to those folks for the 
focus groups.”

City police 
(Continued from Page 2A)

VERGENNES — The Boys & 
Girls Club of Greater Vergennes 
is excited to announce Collin 
Clair as this year’s Youth of the 
Year. 

A sophomore at Vergennes 
Union High School, Collin has 
been an active member of the 
club since he was in 7th grade. 
As an active member and a 
mentor for club members in 
4th through 6th grades, Collin 
continues to play vital roles as a 
mentor and a leader among his 
peers at the club. 

Club Program Director Steven 
Maluenda said Collin Clair was 
a positive choice to represent the 
city organization.

“The club has seen the growth 
and maturity of Collin becoming 
a leader and active role model in 
his community,” Maluenda said.

Dedicated to his passions 
in e-sports and tae kwon do, 
Collin takes his time to assist in 
judging events for his tae kwon 
do studio, and he will explore 
his career interest in e-sports 
programs with Champlain 
College this summer. 

Recently serving as a 
committee member for a 
scholarship award that his family 
started, Collin’s commitment to 
his community and leadership 
demonstrates his excellence 
in being a candidate for the 

Vergennes 
Boys & Girls 
Club honors 
Collin Clair

COLLIN CLAIR

Youth of the Year program, club 
officials said.

On Wednesday, April 6, Collin 
will be going up against other 
candidates from Burlington 
and Brattleboro for recognition 
as Vermont’s Youth of the Year 
and a scholarship of $2,500 
towards his education. City club 
candidates have over the years 
often done well in the statewide 
competition. 

The winner will advance to 
the Northeast Regional Round, 
and whoever prevails in that 
competition has a chance to 
become the National Boys 
& Girls Club Youth of the 
Year, serving as an exemplary 
ambassador for club youth and 
as a strong voice for all of our 
nation’s young people.

“I gave them 
everybody I could 
think of, and I had 
a lot of help with 
people giving me 
names.”

— City Manager
Ron Redmond

By LOLA DUFFORT
VTDigger.org

A former aide to U.S. Rep. 
Ayanna Pressley, D-Mass., 
announced Tuesday she is jumping 
into the hotly contested race for 
Vermont’s sole congressional seat 
and hoping to win the votes of 
progressive Democrats.

Sianay Chase Clifford, who grew 
up in Essex and returned home to 
Vermont during the pandemic, said 
the time she spent in Pressley’s 
office had left her frustrated by the 
pace of change in Washington.

“It is incredibly hard to watch 
people who are incredibly true to 
their values so consistently be asked 
to compromise those values,” she 
said. “We need far more progressive 
power on the Hill.”

The three other Democrats 
vying to replace U.S. Rep. Peter 
Welch, D-Vt., have already 
endorsed some of the national 
progressive movement’s banner 
issues, including Medicare for 
All and the Green New Deal. But 
Chase Clifford said Vermonters still 
need “a real progressive option” 
in the race. She argues her lived 
experience and policy experience 
will come to bear when it comes 
time to convert slogans into 
concrete legislation.

“When we’re talking about 

WASHINGTON, D.C. — U.S. 
Rep. Peter Welch, D-Vt., has 
tested positive for COVID-19, 
he announced Monday night 
on Twitter. Welch, 74, wrote 
that his symptoms began that 
morning and were mild. He 
said he would be isolating and 
working from home for the rest 
of the week. 

“I’m grateful for the protection 
I have from my vaccine and 
booster,” he wrote. “If you’re 
eligible, please get vaccinated 
and boosted.”

Welch is the highest-ranking 

public official in Vermont to 
disclose a positive COVID test. 

A resident of Norwich, Welch 
has served in public office on 
and off since 1980, when he was 
first elected to the state Senate. 
He has represented Vermont in 
the U.S. House since 2007 and 
is vacating that seat to run for 
the U.S. Senate.

Former President Barack 
Obama announced on Monday 
that he had tested positive for 
COVID-19. He said he felt 
fine. His wife, Michelle, tested 
negative.

Vt. Congressman Peter Welch 
tests positive for COVID-19

 U.S. REP. PETER WELCH

Essex native running for U.S. House seat

SIANAY CHASE CLIFFORD

Medicare for All — everyone 
deserves to access health care,” she 
said. “And also that health care needs 
to be exceptional and comprehensive 
and inclusive of dental care and 
hearing care and reproductive care 
and maternal care.” 

“And when folks enter into those 
institutions, they need to be seen for 
the entirety of who they are — and 
that means addressing racism and 
homophobia and sexism in our 
medical systems,” she continued.

Chase Clifford said she also wants 
to see a massive federal investment 
in affordable housing, for Congress 

to codify Roe v. Wade in law and for 
the federal farm bill used to better 
incentivize small-scale, sustainable 
agriculture. 

Her parents met in Liberia, where 
her mother is from and where her 
father served as a Peace Corps 
volunteer. They came to the Green 
Mountain State in 1989 after the 
Liberian Civil War broke out and 
settled in Essex, where Chase 
Clifford attended school.

Chase Clifford left Vermont 
after graduating from high school 
in 2013 for Boston College, where 
she worked stints in the offices of 
former Massachusetts Gov. Deval 
Patrick and U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development 
Secretary Julián Castro while 
completing her undergraduate 
studies. After completing a master’s 
degree in social work, also at Boston 
College, she completed a year-long 
fellowship in Pressley’s office, 
writing speeches and conducting 
policy research. 

Vermont has only ever sent white 
men to Washington, but this year 
is expected to change this. All of 
the candidates in the Democratic 
primary are women. If elected, 
Chase Clifford, who is Black, 
would be the first woman of color 
to represent Vermont in Congress.

There are already three high-

profile politicians running in 
Democratic primary. Lt. Gov. 
Molly Gray, state Senate President 
Pro Tempore Becca Balint, 
D-Windham, and state Sen. Kesha 
Ram Hinsdale, D-Chittenden, have 
all been campaigning for months 
now. 

Chase Clifford has never before 
run for public office. Asked why 
she was making a bid for the U.S. 
Congress in her first attempt at 
winning elected office, she replied 
that this was a question often asked 
of “people who look like me.”

“Why not small? Why not less?” 
she said.

And she argued that with the 
planet on the “verge of climate 
catastrophe,” trans youth across 
the country being told they “don’t 
deserve to exist” and Black people 
being “murdered in front of our 
very eyes,” the stakes were simply 
too high to not act quickly and 
boldly.

“We do not have the time to tell 
people to think small,” she said.

Asked, then, why she was not 
challenging Welch in his bid for the 
U.S. Senate, Chase Clifford pointed 
matter-of-factly to the constitutional 
provision that requires members of 
that body to be at least 30.

“I’m not old enough,” said Chase 
Clifford, who is 27.

Backyard 
sweet 
spot

JOSH DISHAW, 
WHO was featured 
in an Addy Indy 
story about how he 
and wife Meghan 
were renovating 
their Middlebury 
house two springs 
ago, was recently 
seen boiling down 
sap from his and 
his neighbors’ 
maple trees in 
a homemade 
evaporator that 
appears to be 
fashioned from a 
55-gallon drum. Is 
there anything this 
guy can’t do?

Photo courtesy of 
Andrew L’Roe
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By Claire
Corkins

Ways of
Seeing

After a year’s hiatus due to COVID, our family 
resumed our annual family trip this past January. 
While last winter travel was virtually impossible 
(unthinkable!) this year it was just a lot more diffi cult. 
We had long ago come to the conclusion that as 
Americans we make international travel needlessly 
diffi cult for ourselves, and COVID has only 
exacerbated it. 

International travel is diffi cult enough: fi nding cheap 
tickets, fl ight times in the middle 
of the night, 12-hour layovers 
in airports with seats made to 
purposefully thwart napping. 
Security measures are different 
in every airport, and angry TSA 
agents are always shouting at 
you for not knowing the precise 
protocols for the airport you 
happen to be fl ying through. 

These are universal challenges. We knew going into 
our trip to Egypt that things would be more diffi cult 
because of Covid. We would have to have masks on 
the entire trip. We had to organize getting tested before 
our return fl ight. What we didn’t realize was that as 
Americans every step would be made more diffi cult 
than it needed to be.

Most places will not recognize our vaccine cards 
as a legal document. They are just a piece of paper, 
some with handwritten entries on them. Other 
countries have electronic vaccine cards, with a QR or 
barcode attached to them, that are available on their 
smartphones so they can be scanned at the airport. 

Countries want either proof of vaccination, or 
a negative test result to enter, but these tests must 

have a scannable QR code as well so the airports can 
verify them. There is only one place in Vermont that 
is administering this type of Covid test, and they cost 
$250 each.

This seemed exorbitant so we checked with the 
Egyptian consulate and found we could send our 
vaccine cards to them and get them “legalized.” This 
more affordable option got our cards back stapled 
to a document written in Arabic with several stamps 

on it. However, this is only good 
for Egypt. Anywhere else we will 
encounter the same problem of our 
vaccine cards not being recognized.

We managed to organize all 
this with only a few days of high 
anxiety, and we arrived at the 
airport ready to depart. For a 
moment in JFK we thought we 
wouldn’t be able to leave after all 

as Turkish airlines (we were fl ying through Istanbul) 
didn’t accept these vaccine cards “legalized” by Egypt. 
We spent an agonizing amount of time downloading 
an app and scanning our vaccine cards and in the end 
we made it to Egypt!

Once there, several of the other (non-COVID 
related) diffi culties of traveling as Americans once 
again became apparent. Every other country uses a 
cell phone system with SIM cards, so people can bring 
their phone with them, buy a SIM card for the country 
they are traveling to, and use their phone on the local 
network. 

As Americans, without this capability, and unwilling 
to pay the steep international fees to use our phones 

Community
 Forum

I am heartened by the 
enthusiasm and support for a 
pollinator pathway in Addison 
County! Thank you to all who are 
leading this endeavor.

I would also like to thank the 
many gardeners who for years 
have advocated for native plants 
and pollinator-friendly gardens. 

I don’t even know who you 
all are but I thank you for being 
forerunners in our community and 
for being patient with those of us 
slow to get on board.

Anna Rose Benson was the 
gardener for many years at Ilsley 
Public Library. Her loving care 
and thoughtful plant choices 
brought us such a variety of birds, 
bees, butterfl ies and insects — 
right in the middle of downtown!

Judith Irven in her monthly 
articles in the Addison 
Independent have have us to 
appreciate the beauty of the 
changing seasons and encouraged 
us to help grow that beauty.

Marijke Niles spread the word 
on the work of Doug Tallamy, 
author of “Bringing Nature 
Home.” Her glorious nursery in 
Starksboro sells all manner of 
native plants that critters love. I 
appreciate that for years she has 
encouraged us to be a bit messy. 
On her website she has written, “It 
is sometimes diffi cult to change 
our minds about what the right 
look is, But believe me, it is so 
wonderful to let go of being neat! 
Nature will thank you!”

Susan Humphrey
Weybridge

Route 53 in Forest Dale Road 
isn’t going to be the same any 
more after losing a very hard-
working and a dedicated market 
gardener with his loyal customers 
of so many years: Wayne 
Kingsley

I had the pleasure of meeting 
Wayne so many times in my life 
and so many memories. I had a 
good-sized vegetable garden, too. 
Sometimes if the weather season 
was not cooperating perfectly 
we would trade our vegetables 
through diffi cult times. We would 
settle our differences in the fall.

Sanford Rouse
Brandon

Kingsley will be 
sorely missed

Clothed in double-speak, some political leaders 
engaging in political theater claim to advance 
freedom, equality, opportunity and other verities while 
their actions testify to the opposite. Take for example 
Senate bill 219, which would authorize taxpayer 
funded vouchers to religious schools. 

Voucher proponents claim the bill will advance anti-
discrimination, encourage compliance with state and 
federal Constitutions, and prevent future litigation. 
They base this view on a narrow Montana supreme 
court decision.

The more likely result would be the abolition of the 
Vermont school voucher scheme. 

An 1869 law is claimed to be the foundation for 
Vermont vouchers. That rationale requires substantial 
historical retrofi tting. In a small, nineteenth century 
rural state this meant that towns contracted with each 
other to provide for “the convenient instruction of 
youth.” This is a long way from authorizing a religious 
school choice program. In fact, the common benefi ts 
clause of the Constitution prohibits supporting religion 
with taxpayer money. 

The key to the Senate bill is that it proposes 
“adequate safeguards” be put in place to prevent 
religious instruction from being provided by publicly 
funded religious schools. Reasonable people might 
lift an eyebrow at this reasoning. Any attempt to set 
guidelines for what is religious and what is not is a 
wasted trip to a non-existent reality. The IRS basically 
gave up trying. The court cases are as old as the 

This week’s writer is Goshen’s 
William J. Mathis, who served as 
a Vermont school superintendent, 
managing director of the 
National Educational Policy 
Center, vice chair of the state 
board of education and taught 
Educational Finance at UVM.

nation. The debates are as ancient as humankind. In 
this rhetorical wonderland, they cloud and mystify but 
do not clarify.

Other unanswered but compelling issues swarm us 
like black fl ies.

The prohibitive cost of operating two systems — 
Under present day interpretations, towns that do not 
operate schools at all levels or belong to a regional 
district may provide vouchers to other schools. Using 
independent school association counts, and blending 
elementary and secondary tuition rates, that’s about 
$130 million of tax money scattered to private schools. 
If we also picked up the tab for the 2,400 religious 
school students, that adds another $33 million to the 
bill. Proponents naively say they will re-purpose the 

Energy credits 
tutorial helped

Thank you Roger White for 
demystifying the arcane subject 
of renewable energy credits. Your 
fl uent, informed commentary 
“Word games can’t fi x climate,” in 
the March 10 Community Forum 
is a gift to all of us who hate the 
bamboozlement of greenwashing.

Thank you for using sunlight to 
illuminate this sometimes shady 
utility slight-of-hand

Don Hooper,
former VT Secretary of State 

Brookfi eld

Voters thanked 
for sewer vote

I am feeling grateful to the fi ne 
citizens of Vergennes and their 
leaders for passing the bond for 
upgrading the community sewer 
system. Between Lake Champlain 
and Otter Creek, Ferrisburgh 
has over 40 miles of shoreline 
downstream from Vergennes and 
the health of those waters is vital 
to us all.

Thank you so much!
Clark Hinsdale
Bay View Farm

North Ferrisburgh

New rules bad 
for rural schools

Hello fellow Vermonters,
I’ve just heard that members 

of the House Education 
Committee are trying to sneak 
anti-small school rules into a 
larger bill dealing with union 
and supervisory school district 

Spring snow
WHILE SOME PEDESTRIANS enjoy a stroll through Riverside Park in Middlebury’s Marble Works 

on a sunny Monday afternoon, this frozen fella appears to have lost his smile as warmer temps 
made him an endangered species.

Independent photos/John S. McCright

The challenge Ukraine President Volodymyr Zelensky presented 
to President Biden and the U.S. Congress in his televised Wednesday 
address was as direct as it was brilliant: If you aspire to be the leader of 
the free world, he told President Biden (and all Western allies), then you 
must be willing to fi ght for freedom.

His sincere appeal for help captured the irony of the ages: to have 
peace, there are times you must fi ght.

Yet, the threat of nuclear war makes this a particularly fraught appeal. 
Because the U.S., France and the United Kingdom are the three NATO 
countries that possess nuclear weapons and Russia and China are the 
other two countries with vast nuclear weapon stockpiles, the danger of a 
nuclear confl ict is real. It’s also commonly accepted the détente that has 
existed since the Cold War was based on the premise of deterrence — 
that is, each side has a rough parity of nuclear power so that it would be 
suicidal to deploy the weapons. The threat of mass deaths on both sides 
was enough to make the use of them unthinkable. 

Putin is comfortable pushing the world to the brink of WWIII because 
he’s betting the U.S. and its allies are too timid to match his dare. The 
West will be the responsible party, he assumes, so he doesn’t have to be. 

The strategic military debate at the moment — the behind the scenes 
conversations happening 24-7 in the Pentagon and White House — is 
how much fi repower can the West bring to Ukraine’s aide without 
triggering an escalation. But if President Biden is to be true to his promise 
that he won’t let Ukraine fall to Russia, a tougher military response may 
be required.

A no-fl ight zone over Ukrainian airspace has been ruled out for a 
number of reasons, but substantial military aid — delivered immediately 
— will boost Ukraine’s military capacity. 

Hopefully, that will be enough. But if peace talks stall and Russian 
forces move to seal off the capital of Kiev or move to attack Odessa, we 
would hope the West will do more to create defensive zones around vital 
areas of that country — and help man them. It is simply not tenable to 
think that once Putin has conquered strategic areas of that country he will 
easily walk away from them. Rather he will try to change the boundaries, 
as he did in Crimea — leaving Ukraine and the West few options but to 
continue a war-like footing in a divided and greatly weakened Ukraine.

**********
Throughout the past three weeks, much has been written about 

Zelensky’s meteoric rise as a stalwart of democracy. Who would have 
imagined a month ago that this former show-biz comedian would do so 
much to strengthen and re-vitalize the democracies of the world? He and 
the Ukrainian people have embodied what it means to fi ght for freedom, 
for the love of their land and their independence, for the right of self-
determination — and consequently jolted Americans and Europeans of 
all political stripes away from their fl irtations with autocratic populists 
and remember the core values of the democracies they were so casually 
undermining.

Zelensky went on to raise the prospect of a new world order when 
he envisioned a body of nations who would respond to each other’s aid 
within 24 hours. He termed it United for Peace, or U-24, and envisioned 
a group of democracies that would respond to attacks on their homeland, 
natural disasters and pandemics within 24 hours. It’s an idea that sounds 
much like the mission of the United Nations, except that that organization 
is now rendered useless by the veto powers of two of the world’s more 
dangerous autocracies: Russia and China. 

It’s an intriguing idea that directly addresses the need for more 
effective international bodies to preserve peace — and stymie the actions 
of dictators looking to overwhelm smaller neighboring countries. 

America is fortunate to have a statesman like President Biden taking 
measured, but strong, responses to counter Russia’s invasion. Biden is 
right to warn China not to be on the wrong side of history and lend Russia 
aid. He’s right to use economic measures to cripple Russia’s ability to 
carry out a long-term war. He’s right to emphasize America’s willingness 
to militarily defend every inch of NATO-member countries.

But he’s wrong if he thinks that’s enough. If America and the West 
are going to be leaders of the free world — leaders of peace — they’ll 
have to be willing to carry a bigger stick. Specifi cally, they can no longer 
broadcast that military options are off the table, that the prospect of 
nuclear war is so terrible they can’t risk it. That’s a stance that invites 
dictators to thumb their noses at civility. 

Putin broke the détente. To match his dare, all defensive measures 
available should be on the table. 

Angelo Lynn

The passage on Town Meeting Day of the Little City’s $25.5 million 
bond to fi nance a new city wastewater treatment facility is more than 
good news for Vergennes. The fact the measure passed with 87% of the 
community’s support sends a deeper message. 

It not only means the city is galvanized behind a key project that will 
largely prevent sewage overfl ows from entering the Otter Creek and Lake 
Champlain, but that city leaders are willing to build needed infrastructure 
today for tomorrow’s successes. Over the long-term, the project will be 
a crucial building block in the city’s economic future. It’s one of several 
steps that will keep the Little City on a roll for the foreseeable future. 

Vergennes residents owe congratulations to city leaders who worked 
hard to develop a solid project, and then were able to convey the 
importance of the project — and its once-in-a-lifetime value — to voters. 
Kudos to those involved, and to city residents for recognizing when a 
pricey project is still an opportunity that’s too good to pass by. 

Angelo Lynn

Vergennes is on a roll
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Worried About Your
Elderly Relative?

abroad, we had to rely on spotty 
wifi to connect and send messages. 
Travelers from Europe and other 
places were easily able to use 
google maps to navigate while 
exploring, Apple pay to purchase 
things and to call local numbers 
to order taxis or Ubers, while we 
were out of luck when out of the 
hotel and without wifi. There 
is also the constant conversion 
when talking to anyone else about 
distances or temperatures from 
Fahrenheit to Celsius, and from 
miles to kilometers.

People are always interested in 
where you are from, and ask how 
cold it gets in the winter, or how 
far Vermont is from New York 
City, but to answer in U.S. terms 
doesn’t mean anything to them. We 
are constantly using our phones as 

calculators (which does work, even 
without wifi) as no one else in the 
world uses the same system as we 
do.

Our tests required on return 
were so easy to organize in Egypt. 
We had someone come to our 
hotel, take our swabs, and email 
the results to us with a QR code 
attached. All we had to do was 
show this at the airport. While 
these tests weren’t free, they were 
very inexpensive.

We have a habit as a huge 
country with very few neighbors of 
always looking inward. Americans 
generally are very self-absorbed. 
Many things we see as normal are 
actually unique in the world. It 
is always eye-opening to see the 
differences when you travel abroad 
in the way other places are more 
outward-looking. If we looked 

to other countries we could find 
examples of solutions to problems, 
or ways of handling issues we face 
in our society, yet we go about 
trying to solve our problems like 
no one else exists. 

I hope the day will come when 
we are willing to open our eyes and 
look out at the world and become 
global citizens.

Claire Corkins grew up and 
lives in Bristol and studied Human 
Ecology at College of the Atlantic 
in Maine. After college she worked 
abroad teaching English as a 
second language. She currently 
works with her father in such 
various endeavors as painting 
houses, tiling bathrooms, building 
porches, and fixing old windows. 
She hikes, reads, plays ice hockey, 
travels, and wishes she could wear 
flip flops all year round.

Ways of seeing
(Continued from Page 4A)

The Meaning
of Life

by Victor Nuovo
 Middlebury College 
professor emeritus

of philosophy

Seventh in a series.
It is impossible to reach an 

understanding of the meaning of 
life without a knowledge of good 
and evil, for lacking it we would 
not be able to decide how to act, 
what goals to pursue, how to 
direct the course of 
our lives. But now 
comes the question: 
What does it mean 
to know good and 
evil? The question 
led me to the Bible, 
in particular, to 
Genesis, chapters 2 
and 3. 

Before reading 
further in this essay, I 
recommend reading 
the biblical text. 
There are several 
things in it to be 
noted. First, that the 
2nd and 3rd chapters 
of Genesis give a 
second account of 
the original creation. 
The first account (in 
the 1st chapter of Genesis) tells 
how “God” (Elohim) created the 
heavens and the earth in six days 
and rested on the seventh. The 
second tells a different story. It 
begins by remarking that “the 
Lord God” (Yahweh Elohim) 
created the earth and the heavens 
in a single day. On the same day, 
he created Adam, the first man, 
from “the dust of the ground” 
(which is what the name “Adam” 
means); it tells how the Lord God 
fashioned a human figure out of 
dust and “breathed into its nostrils 
the breath of life.” The Lord 
God’s reason for creating Adam 
was that there might be someone 
to cultivate the soil of the newly 
created earth. And to this end, he 
fashioned a garden at a place that 
was well watered and pleasant 
— which is what it name “Eden” 
means.

The Lord God observed that 
Adam was alone, and needed a 
companion, a partner, to assist 
him in cultivating the garden. He 
caused Adam to fall into a deep 
sleep (i.e., anaesthetized him) 
and removed one of his ribs, from 
which he created a second human 
being, whom Adam would name 
“woman.” She would become the 
“mother of all the living.”

It should be noted that this 
account of the creation of 
mankind differs significantly 
from the account given in the 
first chapter of Genesis. There it 
is said that God created man “in 
his image,” “male and female he 
created them,” suggesting that the 
image of God is bisexual (note 
that “Elohim” is a plural noun).

But to return to the story: We 
learn that among the trees that the 
Lord God planted in the garden 
was a tree of the knowledge of 

Good and Evil. Adam is told that 
he may eat freely of the fruit from 
all of the trees in the garden except 
this one, and he is warned that if 
he should violate this prohibition, 
on that very day he would die, that 
is, become mortal.

What followed is 
well known. Eve is 
tempted by a snake, 
a clever animal; the 
fruit looks tasty, and 
besides, it will make 
one wise, just like 
God; she tastes the 
fruit and induces 
Adam to taste it also; 
their minds are opened 
( “ e n l i g h t e n e d ? ” ) 
by this forbidden 
knowledge, the 
knowledge of good 
and evil. 

What did they learn 
from this knowledge? 
They became aware of 
their nakedness, aware 
also that they had done 
something wrong. 

And this knowledge caused them 
to feel ashamed. Hearing the Lord 
God walking in the garden, they 
hide. But the Lord God finds them, 
questions them, condemns them, 
clothes them, and expels from the 
garden. They have become mortal, 
able to feel guilt and sorrow and 
pain; life becomes burdensome 
to them; it is no longer pleasant; 
paradise is lost. 

 We learn from the narrative that 
there was another reason why the 
Lord God expelled Adam and Eve 
from the garden: anxiety. There 
is another tree, the tree of life, 
whose fruit presumably makes 
anyone who eats of it immortal, 
and the Lord God is anxious that 
having the knowledge of Good 
and Evil, the man and woman 
might eat also of another tree in 
the garden, the tree of life, and 
already knowing good and evil, 
they would “become like one of 
us,” that is, like God. Is this meant 
ironically? Why should a God be 
anxious? Why should a creature 
cause its creator to become 
anxious?

So, what is the knowledge of 
good and evil, and why does 
possessing it make one like God? 
Biblical scholars advise that we 
should not treat this narrative 
as a philosophical discourse, 
but as a work of folklore, which 
probably originated in the 
oral tradition of some ancient 
Hebrew tribal community. This 
does not mean that it does not 
convey a sophisticated wisdom; 
it does indeed, but of a sort that 
cannot easily or routinely be 
reduced to rational concepts. It’s 
meaning must be intuited by the 
imagination also. It is, after all, a 
story. This does not diminish its 
profundity; rather, it deepens it.

And there is humor and irony: 
playing on a human fear of snakes 
and reptiles; making a mockery of 
it. And the two trees: If the Lord 
God created the garden, why 
did he put them there? And the 
discovery by Adam and Eve of 
their sexuality, and their feeling 
of shame in their nakedness. All 
of these themes might be better 
explained by a psychoanalyst than 
a philosopher, or by a philosopher 
who takes seriously the insights of 
psychology and psychoanalysis. 
In any case, the story should not 
be trivialized, or dogmatized, but 
by reflecting on it, plumbing its 
depths, which run deep. 

I have not finished with 
this ancient story. Instead, I 
will conclude this essay with 
a question. When Adam and 
Eve disobeyed the Lord God’s 
prohibition of the forbidden fruit, 
was their action evil, or was it 
merely wrong? A prohibition, in 
this instance a divine prohibition, 
is a rule, and to disobey a rule is, 
in general, wrong. But “Right and 
Wrong,” “Good and Evil” don’t 
mean the same thing. What’s the 
difference? 

Postscript 1: The name Yahweh 
Elohim requires an explanation. 
Elohim, as already noted, is a 
plural noun, it means not God but 
Gods. Yahweh, is a curious noun, 
derived from the verb to be; so one 
may translate it “He who is of the 
Gods,” or “one of the Gods,” or 
a prominent member of a divine 
council that created all things. The 
use of Elohim as a name for God 
in the first creation story given in 
Genesis, and in the same story, the 
account of the creation of man in 
God’s image: “male and female he 
created them” implies that Elohim 
is not so much bisexual, but dual: 
male and female. The opening 
chapters of Genesis are not, 
strictly speaking, monotheistic.

Postscript 2: The second 
chapter of Genesis is noteworthy 
in another respect: Verse 24 
treats the institution of marriage: 
“Therefore a man leaves his father 
and mother and cleaves unto his 
wife, and they become one flesh,” 
that is, they become one life, even 
one person. Cleaving together 
refers to the sexual act, which 
suggests that, at least according 
to the Biblical text, premarital sex 
is a contradiction in terms, for the 
very act constitutes marriage.

Postscript 3: There is still 
another respect that gives 
significance to the second 
chapter of Genesis. The author 
of the narrative was doubtless 
gynophobic, blaming original sin 
on “the woman,” and making this 
a reason to decree that women 
be subservient to men, which is 
sufficient reason to conclude that 
he — for it was doubtless a man 
— was not divinely inspired. 

Good and evil, gods and humans

Community forum
(Continued from Page 4A)

public school money. That’s not 
likely to happen as the pre-existing 
schools would still have to operate. 
The likely result is two expensive 
but inadequately funded systems, 
satisfying no one.

The hidden cost of more 
costs — We know that a number 
of private schools require extra 
payment from parents (which a 
public school cannot do). How 
much? We don’t know. The costs 
are hidden.

Economic and social 
segregation — Brookings 
researchers concluded that the 
expansion of vouchers to private 
K-12 schools will primarily benefit 
affluent families and come at a 
non-trivial cost to states. The same 
is true of Vermont. Knowingly 
increasing inequalities raises legal 
and moral questions 

Free-riders and fiscal 
exploitation — Let’s say a 
Connecticut couple with two high 
school children bought a condo 
in Killington and established a 
“residence.” Thus, they could call 

down Vermont taxes to subsidize 
about $30,000 in school tuition. 
Thus, the more needy subsidize the 
wealthy. This raises Constitutional 
and basic fairness questions.

“School’s Choose or School 
Choice?” — In a book by this name, 
Welner and Mommandi explain 
how private schools tailor their 
student body with standardized 
tests, outside participation, “lower 
cost” students and extracted 
parental support. Unlike public 
schools, where if you show up, 
they take you.

The Solution — In addition 
to the Montana case, there are 
at least two other cases winding 
their way through the courts. One 
of these upheld the South Carolina 
constitution’s “no-pay” clause for 
private schools. U.S. Supreme 
court Justice John Roberts also 
said there is no requirement for a 
state to fund private schools. Peter 
Teachout questions whether we 
can constitutionally allow private 
education at public expense. Can 
our system pass the requirements 
of our own Constitution?

Is there a reason to have two 
separate but unequal systems? The 
Vermont system was an effective 
solution for the nineteenth 
century but is hopelessly 
outdated for the twenty-first. 
Computers, communication, 
transportation and the courts 
have all evolved. The litany of 
problems occasioned by trying to 
design, implement and maintain 
“adequate safeguards” is not 
reasonable and the bureaucratic 
overhead is beyond our will or 
capacity. The real Rubicon is not 
about religion, it is about what we 
want to be as a people. It is about 
nourishing and embracing the 
commonwealth.

Education does not exist for the 
provision of benefits to a particular 
group. It exists to form and 
strengthen the commonwealth. It 
is to advance the democratic ethos 
of a civil society. It is time for the 
private schools that directly or 
indirectly receive public monies 
to follow the laws and the ethos 
of the public commonwealth.

Letters to the Editor

Proposed law would sanction premeditated murder
(H-57, H-47, Proposal 5)
NO to Article 22
“Amendment to VT 

Constitution”
This bill was introduced to the 

House as H-57.
It was acted on through H-47 

when it passed the House and 
Senate in 2019. Under Vermont 
Constitutional Law it had to be 
introduced again two years later 
and voted on (hence), Proposal 
5 Sec. 22. It was passed in the 
House and Senate a second time 
on Feb. 8, 2022.

What happens now? On 
Nov. 8, 2022, it will appear 
(as is required by VT State 
Constitution) on the Statewide 
ballot for all Vermonters to 
vote on! Vote “No” on Article 
22. This is a bad law and will 
be economically costly to all 
taxpaying Vermonters!

“The Right to Personal 
Reproductive Autonomy 
Amendment” has vague language 
that when legally interpreted 
by some peole translates into 
abortion of full term and up 
to and including the process 
of birth! I’m told that doctors 
will not be able to object to 
performing an abortion and 
nurses will be required to 
participate as the “conscience 
laws” now in place will be 
removed and each will be liable 
if they do not comply under this 
Amendment change!

The way the Amendment, 
Article 22, is stated if a case 
comes to court the “State” 
will decide the outcome. The 
State should not be the one to 
determine your medical outcome. 
The State will decide if your 
individual rights to your personal 

autonomy is justified! 
This will open up a range of 

different questions for future 
lawmakers for years to come! 
This will get expensive! Under 
this Amendment “personal 
reproductive autonomy” will 
open up a host of problems to 
respond to. 

An example would be if a 
father wants his baby alive 
and the mother wants her baby 
aborted, she can under this law 
abort. That means have the baby 
killed! That is premeditated! 

The father has personal 
reproductive rights too. So who 
will win that battle? The State 
will “justify” to resolve the 
case??

Rights for the cost of 
sterilizations, expenses associated 
with infertility and surrogacy, 

(See Leavitt letter, Page 7A)

Letters can 
be found on 
Pages 4A, 

5A and 7A.
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Allow Future Generations
to celebrate and remember a loved one

with a personalized memorial

We offer Cleaning, Onsite lettering, Sand blasting,
Drafting, Delivery, Installation 

A locally-owned Addison county business • Free consultations

At the corners of Rt 116 & 17, Bristol, VT
802-453-2226   |   www.livingstonfarm.com

Wilfred “Pete” LaPete
Sept. 29, 1943 - March 19, 2021

May the winds
of  heaven blow softly

and whisper in your ear 
how much we

love and miss you
and wish that
you were here.

Forever in our hearts.
Yvette and Chris

ObituariesADDISON
COUNTY

J. David Egner Sr., 88, formerly of Shoreham
LOS ANGELES, Calif. — 

Surrounded by his loving family, 
Mr. J. David Egner, Sr., 88, passed 
peacefully on Feb. 23, 2022, 
in Los Angeles, Calif., after an 
extended illness, while listening 
to his beloved sister, Connie Egner 
Davis, sing his favorite hymns. 

He is also survived by his four 
children and their spouses: J. David 
Egner Jr. and Annie, Jonathan 
McLean (Egner) and Min, Ruth 
Egner Beecher and Will, and 
Rosemarie Egner Amberson and 
Bill; as well as seven grandchildren, 
four great-grandchildren, countless 
nieces, nephews, grandnieces and 
grandnephews, cousins and other 
members of his extended family, 
including Marie Egner, Renee 
Frederick and Christina Southard, 
formerly of Rutland, Vt. 

David is predeceased by the 
mother of his children, Ann 
Nevin (Egner) Parta; his sisters 
Nancy Egner Holuk and Mary 
Egner Scalise; and his parents, 
the Reverend John Egner and 
Patience Love Egner. After a 
lifetime dedicated to the helping 
professions, his impact will also 
be felt by the countless numbers of 
clients and families he served.

With his larger-than-life 
personality (and even larger belly 
laugh), twinkling blue eyes, and 
his utter lack of fear, David Egner 
was a force to be reckoned with. 
He had a zest and joy for living that 
would not be denied, and a very 
contagious sense of humor. His 
earliest childhood years were spent 
in Brooklyn, N.Y., where his father 
was Pastor of the Bay Ridge United 
Presbyterian Church.

David’s work ethic was instilled 
at a very young age, and he loved 
to tell of his fi rst job, selling 
newspapers in Brooklyn (he 
remained continuously employed 
in one form or another until his 
retirement from his private practice 
in psychology at the age of 81). 
The remainder of his childhood 
was spent in Ryegate, Vt., until he 
joined the United States Marine 
Corps at the age of 17. After serving 
in the Korean War and receiving an 
honorable discharge, he remained 
in the Guard for another ten years 
in the service of our country.

David was a fi rm believer in the 
value of education, and the God-
given value and abilities of all. He 
began his college education at the 
University of Vermont, where he 
met the mother of his children, Ann 
Nevin, through an introduction by 
his sister Connie. After marrying 

J. DAVID EGNER SR.

and beginning their family, all 
while still in school, David and 
Ann moved to Westminster, Pa., to 
attend Westminster College. David 
had a lifelong interest in art, music, 
and literature, but after taking a 
psychology course at Westminster 
he switched majors from Fine Arts 
to Psychology. With his insatiable 
curiosity about what makes people 
tick, he wanted to learn more about 
the artist’s mind.

He became involved with 
special needs children, earned 
his master’s degree and became 
a licensed clinical psychologist 
for the remainder of his career. 
David worked tirelessly during 
these college years, not only at 
his studies, but also as the sole 
provider for his growing family, 
painting houses for a living. Ann 
and David graduated college 
with four little children in their 
family. They returned to Vermont, 
where David spent the remainder 
of his life until shortly after his 
retirement, after which he moved 
to the Los Angeles area.

David’s private practice in 
psychology spanned fi ve decades, 
with offi ces in Burlington and 
Rutland, Vt. Throughout his 
career he was diligently focused 
upon helping the underprivileged, 
underrepresented, misdiagnosed, 
and those who had not realized 
their own potential. David had 
the ability to recognize the unique 
gifts of each person, and was a 
passionate believer in individual 
and civil rights. He incorporated 
his knowledge of art as well as 
animal-assisted therapy into his 
practice, and was without question 
a maverick in his fi eld. 

He was not afraid to challenge 
the status quo of belief systems or 
institutions, even when this was at 
great personal cost to himself, and 

he made signifi cant contributions 
to the community with his insights. 
David passionately encouraged 
his own children to fi ght for what 
they believe in, and to aim high. 
He expected a lot and respected 
excellence … not an easy man, 
but certainly one to make things 
happen for the greater good. He 
was known for his heart of gold.

David also insisted on enjoying 
life. With a lifelong appreciation 
for music, he loved everything 
from Pavarotti to the Pirates of 
Penzance to Johnny Cash. He loved 
singing in the Church choir (loudly, 
and well), playing the harmonica, 
acting in local plays, and making 
children laugh. David fully 
appreciated the great outdoors, 
and he truly loved Vermont — the 
woods, lakes, and mountains, the 
pastels of winter, and the challenge 
of the weather. Ice racing, boating, 
camping, animals, spontaneous 
adventures and having a great time 
with family and friends — all were 
embedded in his heart. 

Later in life David further 
cultivated his passion for 
art, relentlessly combing the 
countryside for estate sales and 
auctions, he built an impressive 
collection of books, art, and 
valuable antiques (and two-dollar 
bills). He had an incredible knack 
for fi nding just the right unique 
gift for those he loved, based upon 
their personality, his insight, and 
his collecting abilities. 

David considered life a challenge, 
an opportunity, and a blessing. His 
charisma, his laugh, and his love 
will be missed, but will live on in 
the memories of his family and 
loved ones, and in the lives he 
touched for good. In addition, his 
fi nal gift to humankind lives on 
at the University of California at 
Los Angeles Medical School (and 
beyond), where he donated his 
body for medical, scientifi c and 
educational purposes.

A lifelong supporter of the 
Presbyterian Church, services, 
open to all, will be held this summer 
at the Welsh PresbyterianChurch in 
Poultney, Vt. Details regarding the 
service will be shared with relatives 
and posted on his memorial page at 
memories.lifeweb360.com/david-
egner. Donations to the Church’s 
improvement fund are welcome in 
lieu of fl owers, either online www.
gofundme.com/f/poultney-welsh-
church-building-fund or via mail 
to the Welsh Presbyterian Church 
Preservation Alliance, PO Box 
252, Poultney, VT 05764.◊

CORNWALL — Mary Jane 
Broughton, 70, wife, mother, 
teacher and mentor, passed away 
Saturday evening, March 5, 2022, 
in Colchester.

Mary Jane was born in 
Middlebury on Nov. 17, 1951. She 
was the daughter of Charles and 
Frances (Towle) Boardman. She 
grew up in Cornwall and graduated 
from Middlebury Union High 
School, class of 1969. 

Mary Jane furthered her 
education by getting her bachelor’s 
and master’s degrees with dual 
specialties in education and 
special education at Castleton 
State College. Mary Jane taught at 
Bristol Elementary School for over 
40 years and offi cially retired in 
2017. She taught kindergarten for 
most of those years and loved the 
little kids. 

Once Mary Jane retired, she 
never stopped teaching. She became 
the teacher at two preschools 
and continued as the transitional 
coordinator between preschool and 
kindergarten. Mary Jane taught, 
encouraged, and mentored other 
teachers as she continued her 
education in best teaching practices 
and techniques. She was a dedicated 
teacher who loved children and 

MARY JANE BROUGHTON

loved to see them grow. Always a 
positive person, Mary Jane could 
fi nd the good in everything and 
everyone.

Over her lifetime Mary Jane 
served on many committees, 
civic organizations and charitable 
functions. She served on the 
Board at Helen Porter Health 
and Rehabilitation Center and 
was recently a board member 
of the Addison County Readers 
organization, an affi liate of Dolly 
Parton’s Imagination Library, 
which locally expanded to include 
preschoolers in Addison County. 

Mary Jane had recently been 
invited to serve on the board at 
Addison County Home Health & 
Hospice. She loved the outdoors, 
golfi ng, walking with friends and 
gardening. She also was an avid 
Denver Broncos fan.

She is survived by her loving 
family, husband Michael 
Broughton of Cornwall, whom she 
married July 20, 1974; two sons, 
Benjamin Broughton and Amanda 
Rubin of South Salem, N.Y., and 
Loyal Broughton of Winooski; 
two grandchildren, Jackson and 
Allison Broughton; and several 
cousins. She was predeceased by 
her parents.

A gathering in celebration of her 
life will take place on March 26 
at the Middlebury VFW from 3-5 
p.m. A private graveside committal 
service and burial will take place at 
a later date in the family lot at St. 
Mary’s Cemetery in Middlebury.

Memorial gifts in lieu of fl owers 
may be made in her memory 
to Addison County Readers 
(addisoncountyreaders.org) or to 
Addison County Home Health & 
Hospice.

Arrangements are under the 
direction of the Miller & Ketcham 
Funeral Home in Brandon.◊

Mary Jane Broughton, 70, of Cornwall

RUTLAND — Willard Frank 
Kimball II, 46, was called to 
heaven on March 4, 2022, in 
Rutland, Vt. He is predeceased 
by his father, Willard F. Kimball, 
and survived by his three children, 
Logan, Sophia and Isabella; his 
mother, Theresa Evans; his sister, 
Apryl; brothers David, Edward 
and Jeffrey; and many nieces, 
nephews and cousins. 

Willard was an accomplished 
craftsman and mechanic who 
had a passion for spending 
time with his children and time 
outdoors hunting, fi shing, riding 
motorcycles, off-roading and 
camping. Willard was everyone’s 
friend and would do anything for 
them.  He will be greatly missed 
by all who knew him.◊

WILLARD FRANK 
KIMBALL II

Willard Frank 
Kimball II, 46, 

formerly of 
Middlebury

LEICESTER — Mary Ruth 
Boyer, 87, died Thursday evening, 
March 10, 2022, at Helen Porter 
Healthcare and Rehabilitation 
Center after a brief illness.

She was born Dec. 2, 1934, 
in Albany, Vt., the daughter of 
Thomas and Mary (Mullaney) 
Durkin. She married her husband, 
Calvin Boyer, at St. Ambrose 
Catholic Church in Bristol in 
1969.

Mary was a member of the 
American Legion Auxiliary in 
Middlebury. She was an avid 
bingo player and baker, and 
enjoyed spending time with family 
and friends.

She is survived by her daughter, 
Christine Mayer (Phil); sisters-in-
law, Shirley Boyer, Pearl Boyer, 
and Marge Boyer; and numerous 
nieces, nephews, and cousins. She 
was predeceased by her parents; 

MARY RUTH BOYER

by her husband, Calvin on Aug. 
21, 1979; and by her ten siblings: 
Martin, Fred, Francis, Edward, 
Robert, Nellie, Catherine, Julie, 
Thomas, and James.

Visiting hours will be held on 

Thursday, March 17, from 4 to 
6 p.m., at Sanderson-Ducharme 
Funeral Home at 117 South Main 
Street in Middlebury. A Mass of 
Christian burial will be held on 
Friday, March 18, at 10 a.m., at 
St. Mary’s Catholic Church in 
Middlebury with the Rev. Luke 
Austin as celebrant. Burial will 
occur at a later date at Mountain 
View Cemetery in Orwell. The 
family requests that all who attend 
wear a mask.

Memorial contributions can be 
made to Project Independence of 
Elderly  Services, 112 Exchange 
Street, Middlebury, VT 05753, 
or to Homeward Bound, 236 
Boardman Street, Middlebury.

Arrangements are under 
the direction of Sanderson-
Ducharme Funeral Home. 
On-line condolences at www.
sandersonfuneralservice.com.◊

Mary Ruth Boyer, 87, of Leicester

BARTON — Frank F. 
Cousino, 84, passed away on 
Saturday, Feb. 26, 2022, at Maple 
Lane Nursing Home in Barton. 
He was born on Aug. 3, 1937, in 
Salisbury, the son of Edmund and 
Georgiana (Shackett) Cousino.

His hobbies were refi nishing 
antiques. He owned his business 
with his son, Darwin.

Frank is survived by his wife, 
Sandra Sargent; daughter, Annette 
(Joe) Bennett; sons Frank (Karen) 
and Darwin (Kim) Cousino; 
stepson, Trent (Laura) Sargent; 
brother Bill Cousino; and sisters 
Pauline Gearwar and Constance 
(Jim) Cyr; sisters-in-law Mary 
Cousino, Nancy Tanner and Shirly 
Haylette; as well as brothers-in-law 
and sisters-in-law on Sandra’s side. 
He is also survived by nieces and 
nephews, nine grandchildren and 
10 great-grandchildren, and Betty 
Cousino Lawson, who was part of 
the family. He was predeceased by 
his parents; fi rst wife, Barbara; son 
Thomas; grandson Jody Cousino; 
sisters Elaine Kimball, Tootsie 
LaFrance, Betty Gruthie, Ellen 
McCormack, and  Joanne Brown; 
and brothers James and  Edmund.

Funeral services will be held 

FRANK F. COUSINO

at 11 a.m. on Monday, March 28, 
at Brown-McClay Funeral Home 
in Bristol. Interment will be at St. 
Joseph Cemetery in Bristol at a 
later date.

In lieu of fl owers, contributions 
may be made to Maple Lane 
Nursing, 60 Maple Lane, Barton, 
VT 05822 or Alzheimer’s 
Association, Vermont Chapter, 75 
Talcott Rd, Suite 40, Williston, VT 
05495.

To send online condolences 
to his family please visit www.
brownmcclayfuneralhomes.com.◊

Frank F. Cousino, 84, Salisbury native

ETHEL, Miss. — Doris Marie 
Aubé Spaulding died on Jan. 26, 
2022.

She was born in Middlebury 
on Oct. 8, 1961, the daughter of 
Loretta Agnes and Rene E. Aubé. 
She graduated from Middlebury 
Union High School in 1980.

She is survived by her sister, 
Bernadette Flaherty of New Port 
Richey, Fla.; and brothers Paul A. 
Aubé of Vergennes, Vt., Thomas 
L. Aubé of Wetherbree, N.Y., and 
Stephen C. Aubé of Key West, Fla.

She was predeceased by her 
husband, Edward Spaulding; her 
parents, Rene and Loretta Aubé; 
and grandparents, Damas and 
Alice Aubé.

A memorial service will be held 

DORIS MARIE AUBÉ 
SPAULDING

Doris Marie Aubé Spaulding, 60, 
formerly of Middlebury

this summer in Middlebury, Vt., at 
St. Marys Church.◊

Many people are planning for their funeral in advance 
in a sincere effort to ease the stress loved ones will face 

at an emotional time. It takes only a little time and 
can be handled in the privacy of your home or at the 

Sanderson-Ducharme Funeral Home.

Sanderson-Ducharme Funeral Home 
117 South Main St. Middlebury, VT 

802-388-2311
sandersonfuneralservice.com
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structure. The new rules are 
intended to shut down efforts 
to save small local schools 
from the chopping block. The 
language, which appears to 
be copied and pasted from 
the bad-faith Act H493, 
further complicates an already 
convoluted and time-consuming 
process citizens must go through 
to defend their schools. As 
Ripton can attest, withdrawing 
from consolidated districts is 
plenty difficult already! Not sure 
where this push to stifle local 
self-determination is coming 
from, but it has to stop.

Forcibly closing schools and 
making young kids take long bus 
rides is not just bad pedagogy, 
it’s short-sighted policy. First, it 
assumes that the past decade’s 
population declines were 
inevitable and irreversible, 
without putting any thought into 
solutions like affordable housing 
and reliable services. Instead, 
consolidation bet against the 

future of small towns, just as the 
enormous millennial generation 
started families. Now Vermont 
is seeing an influx of climate-
motivated in-migration, which 
will only accelerate as weather 
patterns devolve.

Even if the promised 
short-term “cost savings” 
materialize (doubtful!), 
closing community schools is 
pennywise/pound-foolish in 
the extreme. Are we willing 
to cut the life out of so many 
distinctive, community-minded 
townships with no democratic 
recourse? Can the living value 
of a town be reduced to saving 
a few pennies in taxes? What 
about changing how we fund 
education so that land-rich/
money-poor Vermonters aren’t 
disproportionately squeezed?

The controversy over closing 
schools is really a fight over the 
unique character of our brave 
little state. While much of the 
nation has melted into a bland, 
dysfunctional “geography of 

nowhere,” Vermont’s hills and 
valleys still harbor the scrappy 
little towns that are our greatest 
strength. Each tightly knit, 
stubbornly unique Vermont town 
is a reservoir of place-based 
knowledge, practical life skills 
and old fashioned getting-
alongness that springs to life 
when trouble comes calling. 

Small towns are Vermont’s 
“little engines that could” and 
the wellspring of our famous 
adaptability and community-
mindedness. The very last thing 
we should be doing right now 
is attacking the fierce, plucky 
communities fighting their 
hearts out for their schools. I 
vote against act H493 in any 
form, whether it’s proposed 
openly or slyly inserted into 
larger legislation. 

Long live Vermont’s funky 
little towns!

Nora Swan
Ripton

Swan letter
(Continued from Page 4A)

By STEPHEN C. TERRY
MIDDLEBURY — Walter R. 

Mears, the legendary Pulitzer 
Prize-winning political journalist 
who died at 87 on March 3, 2022, 
of cancer at his home in Chapel 
Hill, N.C., began his reporting 
career at Middlebury College for 
the Associated Press and then 
became the first person to open 
the AP Bureau in Vermont.

In the fall of 1956, the newly 
minted Middlebury graduate 
went to work for the AP in 
Boston. His previous work for 
the AP had been as a stringer 
while he was the editor of the 
Middlebury Campus, the student 
newspaper.

It didn’t take long for the AP 
brass to decide that Mears, at 
age 21, be sent to Montpelier as 
Correspondent, the name for the 
AP person in charge of an AP 
state bureau.

As Mears wrote in his book, 
“Deadlines Past,” he was the 
youngest and “probably the most 
nervous staffer” ever appointed 
to run a state bureau.

Mears was then the only AP 
reporter assigned to Vermont. 
His job was to cover the 
state for the seven Vermont 
newspapers taking AP service. 
He held the job from 1956 
to 1960 when he was sent back 
to Boston and was soon covering 
the 1960 presidential campaign.

Before he retired, Mears 
had covered every presidential 
campaign from 1960 through 
2000,  He was awarded the 
Pulitzer Prize for national 
reporting in 1977 after covering 
the race between President Gerald 

R. Ford and former Georgia 
Gov. Jimmy Carter.  Carter won, 
ousting the sitting President.

Mears credits his work in 
Vermont as his “journalism 
school.” The four years Mears 
spent in Vermont were formative 
and enjoyable. “I never enjoyed a 
job more than Montpelier. It was 
a debut on a small stage.”

Mears wrote in his memoir 
that his Vermont job was “fun 
covering a citizen legislature 
with a representative from every 
hamlet in the state. There were 
276 members in the House (now 
150) including one elected by his 
townspeople because otherwise 
he would have been eligible for 
welfare and that would have 
ruined their record for paying 
none.”

I got to know Mears through 
Senator George Aiken and saw 
him during my six years in 
Washington working in Aiken’s 
office.  After Aiken retired in 
1975, I returned to Vermont and 
to journalism. It was in 1976 
when I saw Mears at his best.

Mears’ office was on the third 
floor of the Statehouse under 
the Golden Dome known as the 
“Crows Nest,” where all the 
statehouse reporters were then 
housed. (Long ago, by the late 
’60s, the reporters, including 
me, were kicked out of the 
space so that an air conditioning 
system could be installed for the 
building.)

At the time before instant 
social media, the AP — and 
its competitor the UPI — were 
the closest thing to news as it 
happened.

I had been assigned to cover 
the 1976 Republican Convention 
in Kansas City  when I was re-
acquainted with Mears. I would 
witness him in the media press 
room pounding out in record 
speed a quick lead (the opening 
lines for a story that would distill 
its importance) for the AP.

Mears gained legendary status 
as a political reporter because he 
could produce a story as fast as 
he could type. 

Mears’ enduring reputation as a 
legend came from the description 
of him in the “Boys on the Bus,” a 
book in 1973 written by reporter 
Timothy Crouse about the 1972 
presidential campaign.

As Crouse would write, other 
reporters would follow Walter’s 
lead as Mears wrote so fast that 
the other print reporters would 
often shout out to him for the 
“Lead, Walter, what’s our Lead?”

Mears maintained a lifelong 
interest about events in Vermont. 
He kept up his connections with 
Middlebury College and received 
an honorary Doctor of Letters 
from that institution in 1977, 
served on its Board of Trustees 
from 1980 to 1984 and, in 2011, 
was a recipient of its Alumni 
Award.

Cleary, the eight years in 
Vermont - four at Middlebury 
College and four at the AP 
Montpelier - were the foundation 
stones for Mears and his 
legendary journalism career.

Stephen C. Terry lives in 
Middlebury and was a friend of 
Walter R. Mears.

Groundbreaking journalist Walter Mears dies Letters to the Editor

Vermont’s bottle deposit system should be left alone

codifying, sex changes and a host 
of other scenarios are affiliated 
with “personal reproductive 
rights.”

The wording is too vague. 
Thirty thousand doctors, 
members of the Alliance for 
Hippocratic Medicine, have 
stated that “unborn babies are 
patients too, and they deserve 
the same rights and protections 
as every other human being.” 
Thirty thousand doctors state 
that when they care for the 
mother the baby is their patient 
too! The U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the 5th Circuit in ‘Whole 
Woman’s Health vs Paxton’ has 
not reversed a Texas pro-life 

law which bans abortions. The 
Court voted 9-5 in favor of the 
pro-life law! Thirteen States, 
including Texas, have passed 
dismemberment abortion bans.

The name Norma L. 
McCorvey is important to 
remember. She was born Sept. 
22, 1947, in Simmesport, La. 
In 1969 at the age of 22 Norma 
was introduced to two lawyers 
from Texas, Sarah Weddington 
and Linda Coffee. Norma signed 
on the dotted line (Jane Roe), 
making her the plaintiff in an 
abortion suit against the State 
of Texas, Roe vs. Wade. She has 
written a book telling her story 
about the “lie”. Twenty-eight 
years later, after realizing that 

this was wrong she became 
very active with the pro-life 
group Operation Rescue. Her 
book explains her years with 
Operation Rescue, a pro-life 
organization. Her autobiography 
titled, “Won by Love” was 
completed in 1998. 

Norma died Feb. 18, 2017, but 
her story goes on! Babies matter! 
Vote NO on Nov. 8, 2022, on 
Article 22 (proposal 5) to change 
the VT State Constitution! I 
know Jane Roe (Roe vs Wade) 
1973 would vote NO to Article 
22, VT State Constitutional 
Amendment. I too ask you to 
vote NO Nov. 8, 2022.

Fay Leavitt
Lincoln

Leavitt letter
(Continued from Page 5A)

To our Vermont Legislature: 
Please do not change the bottle 
deposit system we now have in 
Vermont. It is working! The 5 
-cent deposit is enough to get us 
to do it. The recycling of other 
bottles and cans is working. 
Please leave things alone.

Adding other bottles and 
cans to the deposit system will 
divert valuable waste plastic 
and aluminum from the current 
recycling system. This will reduce 

income of solid waste districts 
and will hurt the recycling haulers 
financially, and more than likely 
increase recycling bills for all our 
other recycled material.

We now have a system of 
recycling haulers that functions 
with heavy trucks picking up 
recycled stuff. It is crazy to have 
half their load diverted to be 
recycled through our cramped 
kitchens, then hauled by gasoline-
guzzling cars to the redemption 

center. What a waste of our 
valuable time when we have a 
recycling system that works. 

There are already long lines of 
people bringing deposit bottles 
to collect their 5 cents. The new 
proposal will simply magnify our 
consternation. 

Leave the current workable 
system alone.

Paul Stone
Orwell

American response to Ukraine strife is disheartening
Americans now need to look to 

Ukraine for examples of bravery 
and heroism. The coverage of 
multimillionaire oligarchs and 
mega-yachts are highlighted while 
children and pregnant women 
are being bombed out of their 
homes and rooms and old people 

and their dogs are facing down 
the incredibly “brave” Russian 
soldiers.

Then we look to American 
advertising that is still selling 
us Subarus, trucks, vacations to 
Italy, restaurants. Really, we are 
still occupied with continuing our 

comforts and class consciousness. 
I am humiliated to be called an 
American. This is what it looks 
like to lose your soul.

Leslie Caron
Middlebury

Letters can be
found on

Pages 4A, 5A & 7A.

Lettersto the editor
The Addison Independent 

encourages you to write letters to the 
editor. 

We print signed letters only. Include 
an address and telephone number, 
too, so we can clear up any questions.

Send it to: Letters to the Editor, 
Addison Independent, 58 Maple St., 
Middlebury, VT 05753. Or email to 
news@addisonindependent.com.

MIDDLEBURY — Middlebury 
police cited George V. Whitcomb 
Jr., 53, of Hancock for driving 
under the influence following their 
check on a vehicle that had stopped 
off Mead Lane on March 11. 

Police said they measured 
Whitcomb’s blood-alcohol content 
at 0.204%. The legal limit for 
driving is 0.08.

In other action last week, 
Middlebury police:

• Determined graffiti has been 
spray painted on the exterior of the 
Ilsley Library on March 7.

• Investigated a dispute between 
two Court Street neighbors one 
March 7.

• Responded to a report of a 
man harassing a female employee 
of the Subway Restaurant on 
March 7.

• Fielded a call on March 7 
from a person about an alleged 
bomb. Police said the report was 
unfounded and the caller was 
dealing with a mental health 
problem.

• Assisted Vermont State Police 
in investigating an assault case in 
Bristol on March 7.

• Cited a local juvenile for 
domestic assault and unlawful 
mischief following their 
investigation of an incident on 
Middlebury Union High School 

Hancock man cited for DUI

Police Log
Middlebury

campus on March 8.
• Received a call for assistance 

from an Ossie Road resident who 
believed his computer had been 
hacked on March 8.

• Assisted a woman in gaining 
access to her ex-boyfriend’s house 
off Case Street on March 8 to pick 
up her belongings.

• Helped MUHS staff with a 
misbehaving student on March 8.

• Helped Middlebury Regional 
EMS get into a Monarch Court 
home where an elderly resident had 
fallen on March 9.

• Helped Porter Hospital 
Emergency Department officials 
with an intoxicated patient on 
March 10

• Assisted a Court Street 
business with a person who was no 
longer wanted on the premises on 
March 10.

• Assisted a North Pleasant 

Street landlord with a recently 
evicted tenant on March 11.

• Responded to a report of an 
unresponsive man in a restroom at 
Kinney Drugs on Court Street on 
March 12. Police said the man had 
regained consciousness upon their 
arrival, and that he acknowledged 
having overdosed on drugs.

• Cited David A. Fernandes, 
26, of Bristol for driving under 
the influence, following their 
investigation of a crash off 
Washington Street Extension 
on March 12. Police said they 
measured Fernandes’ blood-
alcohol content at 0.181%.

• Ticketed vehicles in violation 
of the winter parking ban in 
downtown Middlebury on March 
12 and 13.

• Investigated a domestic 
disturbance at a Jayne Court 
residence on March 12.

• Took a Counseling Service 
of Addison County client  to 
Porter Hospital for a mental 
health evaluation. The person had 
allegedly been assaulting staff 
members at a North Pleasant Street 
apartment on March 13.

HAVING AN EVENT?
Email it to: calendar@addisonindependent.com

EAST MIDDLEBURY — The 
East Middlebury Historical Society 
will host a presentation on Thomas 
Jefferson on Wednesday, April 13, 
at the East Middlebury Methodist 
Church.

In “Politics, Women, and 
Slavery: The many sides of 
our third president,” East 
Middlebury resident and Thomas 
Jefferson scholar Bob Nixon will 
discuss Jefferson, his politics, 
contradictions, and relationships 
with women during this public 
meeting.

The talk is at 7 p.m. The East 
Middlebury Methodist Church is 
at 2 Church Street, where Routes 
116 and 125 intersect. The event 
is free and open to the public, 
and donations will be gratefully 
accepted. For more info contact 
Peggy Peabody at 802-388-2925 
or visit the historical society’s 
website at tinyurl.com/Emidd-
Historical-jefferson.

Jefferson
talk set in
East Midd.

In recognition of National Healthcare Decision Day, ACHHH wants to inspire, educate, and empower 
the public about the importance of advance care planning.

We invite you to come to ACHHH, speak to one of our employees, and either take the fi rst step of appointing a 
health care agent who can make medical decisions for you when you cannot speak for yourself, or take the next 
step of completing a Vermont Advance Directive for Health Care. 

Our employees can help you complete the necessary documents and will register 
them with the Vermont Advance Directive Registry.

If you answered “No” to either of these questions, consider attending our event!

Do you have a health care agent?  Do you have an advance directive?

Please call 802-388-7259 for an appointment. This is a free event, but preregistration is required.  

When: Thursday, April 14
Time: 9am - 4 pm
Where: ACHHH Headquarters, 254 Ethan Allen Highway (Rt. 7) New 
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concerned with how much it’s going 
to increase our school security and 
safety, by putting in an entryway 
vestibule that requires you to get 
buzzed into the building twice, and 
to check in with somebody who can 
actually see you, which we don’t 
have now.”

While there as been a lot of 
excitement for the upcoming 
project, Warden has observed some 
more measured responses from the 
community.

“There’s a small population of 
people who say, ‘It was OK for 
me when I was there,’” she said. 
“And when you look at the lobby 
and vestibule, it was OK when 
they were here 30 or 40 years ago. 
But the landscape 
of education has 
changed so much 
over time (including 
school violence). As 
much as we’re able 
and as much as we 
can afford, we need 
to continue improving 
our facilities to meet 
those needs and 
demands.”

The current 
estimated cost of the 
lobby renovation 
is $1.62 million, 
Davison said. 
The restrooms are 
currently expected to 
cost $510,000.

The Independent will cover the 
upcoming lobby project in more 
detail in a future story.
PAYING FOR IT

For several years now, the 
MAUSD spending plan approved 
by voters every year has included 
$1 million for district facilities 
issues, including gradual upgrades 
and responses to emergencies — 
such as fl ooded classrooms.

So on top of whatever savings 
and reserves the MAUSD may have 
had going into 2019, the time period 
covered by the Mount Abe video 
spans four approved budgets and 
$4 million dedicated exclusively 
to fi xing and maintaining school 
buildings.

But not all of that annual $1 
million goes to Mount Abe, Davison 
pointed out. MAUSD’s fi ve 
elementary schools have needs, too. 
For example, the district recently 
fi nished renovating the entrances to 
its Bristol, Monkton and Starksboro 
schools (total cost $536,000).

Each MAUSD school is also 
getting direct digital controls for 
its HVAC (heating, ventilation and 

air conditioning) systems, at a pace 
of roughly $100,000 a year. Some 
ventilation projects will also qualify 
for federal COVID relief funding.

Finding additional cash for 
projects has been a matter of 
continued belt-tightening — 
reevaluating every position 
left vacant by retirements and 
resignations; structuring facilities 
staffi ng with an eye toward long-
term project cost savings; and 
observing what Davison called 
“Yankee thriftiness.”

It has also required a rethinking 
— or rebalancing — of MAUSD 
priorities as the ongoing dilemma 
of declining enrollment further 
reduces the district’s tax capacity.

“The reality is, 
from a facilities 
perspective, for 
decades ... we 
have prioritized 
keeping staff over 
fi xing buildings, 
and that’s in part 
why we fi nd 
ourselves — in 
particular at Mt. 
Abe — in so much 
need of facilities 
upgrades,” said 
Super in tendent 
Patrick Reen 
during a budget 
presentation in 
January. But, he 
pointed out, “we’re 

making tremendous improvements. 
The building is in much better shape 
today than it was fi ve years ago.”

Five years ago, in 2017, district 
voters had just rejected a $36.5 
million bond proposal for the 
renovation of Mount Abe. They had 
rejected a similar proposal, pegged 
at $32 million, in 2014, and they 
would go on to reject the third and 
last version, for $29.5 million, in 
2018.

Since then, the district’s change 
in approach — both fi scally and on 
the ground — has been working, 
Orvis said.

“We’re more proactive now,” he 
said. “Three years ago, when I fi rst 
got here, we were reactive. ‘Fix this, 
plug this.’ Now it’s ‘What is our 
next plan?’ And that all comes with 
support from the Central Offi ce. 
If we didn’t have the funds from 
the taxpayer and administrative 
support, none of it would happen. 
We couldn’t do it.”
RESERVE FUNDS

The MAUSD has managed to 
complete all of the above projects 
without dipping into its Capital 

Reserve Fund.
Voters approved the creation of 

this fund in 2019, with an initial 
deposit of $610,118 taken from 
a previous year’s budget surplus. 
Since then they’ve approved two 
more budget-surplus deposits, and 
its current balance is nearly $2 
million, Davison said.

The district plans to use some of 
that money to help pay for the lobby 
and bathroom renovations, but most 
of the fund will be saved for two 
larger, more complicated projects 
waiting in the wings. 

Mount Abe needs a new roof and 
upgrades to its electrical service, 
and those will both need to be 
addressed in the next few years.

Davison also pointed out that the 
district has created an Education 
Reserve Fund, with voter-approved 
deposits totaling $874,316 since 
2020.
COME SEE

Community reaction to the 
Mount Abe renovations has been 
overwhelmingly positive, Warden 
said.

“They’ve been really pleased 
to see the different upgrades, 
and they’ve commented on how 
even the smaller things that seem 
insignifi cant have a big impact.”

Sometimes those things are 
hard to show in a video: HVAC 
and heating upgrades that increase 
effi ciency; improvements to the 
equipment that monitors and keeps 
the pool clean.

“For everything that you’re 
seeing in the video there are also 
things that are happening behind the 
scenes in more of the infrastructure-
type work to improve the facilities 
as well,” Warden said.

Getting the word out about these 
improvements is essential as public 
conversations about school closures 
or a potential merger with the 
Addison Northwest School District 
evolve — and as misunderstandings 
persist about the physical state of 
the building, she noted.

Warden likes the idea of inviting 
the ANWSD-MAUSD Merger 
Study Committee to visit and have 
a look for themselves.

“Come see,” she said. “The walls 
are not falling down. We’re not going 
to fall off the cliff into the gravel pit 
out back. It’s not happening. And as 
of March 8 at 1:28 p.m., Mount Abe 
is not closing, so it does make sense 
to keep investing in our school 
building — and our students.”

Reach Christopher Ross at 
christopherr@addisonindependent.
com.

WIMETT
TRADING COMPANY

802•465•4688

USED

David Wimett, 35 Years Experience
C. Michael Jackman, 40 Years Experience
2668 Route 7 • Leicester, VT 05733 • wimetttradingco@gmail.com

Wimett Trading Company
at the Big White Barn in Leicester

802-465-4688 

2021 JEEP RENEGADE 
4x4, Factory warranty, Loaded, Only 4.8k miles!

$33,995

AFFORDABLE, SAFE & RELIABLE
USED CARS AND TRUCKS

We also buy cars, 
locate specialty orders 

& consider consignments 
Call Dave for an appointment

2012 TOYOTA RAV 4 
Limited, 4x4, Leather, Loaded, 95k miles

$15,995

2016 HONDA CRV
SE, AWD, Loaded, Only 92k miles!

$21,995

2015 TOYOTA TACOMA
DB Cab, 4x4, Auto, Loaded, Cap, 98k miles

$28,995

More than  a decadeof delivering Quality!

BEST CARS & TRUCKS, AT THE BEST PRICES!BEST CARS & TRUCKS, AT THE BEST PRICES!

2014 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER
XLE, 4x4, Loaded, Third Row, 128k miles

$22,995

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS
BRISTOL — The 54-year-old 

Mount Abraham Union Middle/
High school building is brighter 
and shinier than it’s been in a long 
time, but the process of making it 
that way has largely gone unnoticed 
by the public because of pandemic 
restrictions on school visitors.

The recent resumption of in-
person sporting and performing 
arts events has given audiences a 
chance to see gym and auditorium 
upgrades, but there’s so much 
more to celebrate, and the Mount 
Abraham Unifi ed School District 
wants to get the word out.

To that end, MAUSD released a 
video earlier this month, made by 
Shawn Kimball of 
Northeast Addison 
Television, that 
shows a wide range 
of improvements 
made to the building 
and grounds since 
2019 — just before 
the pandemic hit.

“There was just 
a lot of work that 
was unseen because 
of COVID,” 
said Mount Abe 
Principal Shannon 
Warden. “That was 
part of the reason 
for the video. People 
need to see what’s 
happening here. 
Changes have been 
ongoing.”

Set to upbeat 
electronic music, 
the video takes 
the viewer on a 
whirlwind tour that 
is sure to elevate Eagle Nation pride.

Highlighted projects, with price 
tags provided to the Independent by 
MAUSD Business Manager Floyd 
Davison, include:

• a new entrance patio (2020): 
$116,000.

• auditorium and backstage 
renovations (2020): $185,000.

• gym lighting, paint, bleachers, 
storage and livestreaming 
improvements (2020): $156,000.

• new varsity locker rooms; new 
pool changing rooms and showers; 
new general locker rooms (2020)—
plus wrestling room improvements: 
$1.48 million.

• complete renovation of a middle 

school classroom that got fl ooded 
in 2021: $132,000 (with $90,000 
covered by insurance).

• new gym and sports fi eld 
scoreboards (2021): $135,000.
WELCOME

Mount Abe students, of course, 
were among the fi rst people to 
experience the upgrades.

Warden remembered when they 
returned to school after the front 
patio had been completed.

“What I heard from kids and what 
I witnessed with kids was that it feels 
welcoming,” she said. “It feels like 
a place they want to be. And that’s 
what we’re trying to do — create 
spaces that are welcoming and 
user-friendly and safe, which is the 

best kind of learning 
environment for 
kids.”

Mount Abe’s 
gym has also 
garnered widespread 
approval.

Not only have 
the walls, ceiling, 
bleachers and 
other aspects been 
upgraded, but fans 
can actually see
the improvements, 
said Mount Abe 
Facilities Manager 
Mike Orvis.

“We replaced all 
the old lights with 
LED lights, and 
the difference is 
like night and day,” 
Orvis said. “It’s 
incredibly bright 
now, really nice. It 
feels like a different 
space.”

New locker rooms have also been 
a big hit.

“Kids are more comfortable 
taking showers in there,” Warden 
said. “And there’s a lot of pride 
in the locker rooms with student 
athletes.”

Orvis agreed.
“We hear a lot from the visiting 

teams when they come in,” he said. 
“As soon as they come into the 
lobby and see the gym they’re like, 
‘Wow, look at this!’ And then they 
see the new locker rooms — and 
the pool — and go ‘Wow!’ all over 
again.”

There’s not one particular Mount 
Abe project that feels the most 

impactful, Warden said, but one 
priority has remained consistent 
throughout: accessibility.

“That has a very big impact on 
students universally and on those 
who have varied abilities,” she said.
MUCK BOOTS

While many of these projects 
satisfi ed various facilities wish lists, 
some were unplanned.

About this time last year, a 
plumbing failure in the middle 
school wing caused fl ooding 
damage.

“It was a pipe in the ceiling 
related to the heating system,” Orvis 
said. “The valve gave way and the 
system basically dumped water out 
into the classroom. We just walked 
into school one morning and found 
a fl ood.”

It’s not the sort of call a principal 
likes to get from the facilities 
manager at quarter-to-six in the 
morning, Warden said.

“And then you’re calling teachers 
and saying, ‘If there’s anything 
you want to salvage from your 
classroom, wear your muck boots,” 
she said. “And they really did. They 
came to school in their muck boots 
and went through fl ooded classroom 
materials.”

Navigating the damage and the 
subsequent rerouting of student 
traffi c to accommodate renovation 
work was just further evidence of the 
resilience of educators and students, 
who were already challenged by the 
pandemic, Warden said.

The MAUSD used the fl ooding 
incident as an opportunity to 
redesign and upgrade the classroom 
space — with input from educators, 
Warden said.
NEXT UP

This spring and summer the 
district will undertake a complete 
renovation of Mount Abe’s entrance 
and lobby, as well as two sets of 
school bathrooms.

Some of the renderings for the 
lobby project are included in this 
month’s video. More can be seen by 
scanning the video’s QR code.

Students are excited about this 
project, Warden said.

“I’m hearing comments like 
‘It’s going to look like a college!’ 
and ‘We’re going to have the most 
beautiful lobby in the state!’”

The principal has her eye on a 
few other things, as well.

“From this offi ce I’m most 

“We replaced all 
the old lights with 
LED lights, and 
the difference is 
like night and 
day. It’s incredibly 
bright now, really 
nice. It feels like a 
different space.”

— Mount Abe 
Facilities Manager 

Mike Orvis

“There’s a small 
population of 
people who say, 
‘It was OK for me 
when I was there.’” 
And when you 
look at the lobby 
and vestibule, 
it was OK when 
they were here 30 
or 40 years ago. 
But the landscape 
of education has 
changed so much 
over time (including 
school violence).”

— Mount Abe 
Principal Shannon 

Warden

Mt. Abe celebrates renovations

WHEN AN AREA of the Mount Abe middle school wing was damaged by fl ooding last winter, the school 
district used the opportunity to redesign and upgrade this classroom, with input from the staff who use it.

Photo still by Shawn Kimball

THE ENTRANCE AND lobby of Mount Abraham Union Middle/High School is slated for a major 
renovation this year. The project, shown here in an artist’s rendering by Burlington fi rm Truexcullins, is 
the latest in a series of substantial improvements to the Bristol school building.

Image by Truexcullins Architecture + Interior Design
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CO-OP INSURANCE POLICYHOLDERS 
ANNUAL MEETING

All current policyholders of the Co-operative 
Insurance Companies are invited to the 

policyholders’ annual meeting.
The annual meeting will be held on

Tuesday, April 5, 2022 at 10:00 a.m., via Zoom.
A vote will be taken to update the By-Laws to 
update gender references and extend director 

eligibility to non-resident members.
Please RSVP to Mary Micklas

at (802) 385-1622 or mmicklas@ciui.net
by Wednesday March 30 if you wish to attend.

South Starksboro, VT Homeowner 
Recommends Bristol Electronics

 

FREE SITE EVALUATIONS

802 . 453 . 2500
BristolElectronicsVT.com

Bristol Electronics installed our 20 panels quickly, efficiently, 
courteously and just the way we wanted them. Our roof is a difficult 
one due to our post-and-beam construction, but nevertheless, the crew 
was friendly, informative and just great people. Then even in the cloud 
cover, we began immediately to generate electricity! Furthermore (and 
most importantly for others deciding to install solar), the price was fair, 
competitive and honest. If we had another home, I’d want them to put the 
solar panels on that one, too! We recommend solar and Bristol Electronics 
without reservation!

Lawrence & Cynthia Jones ~ South Starksboro

Climate matters
Perspectives on Change

7th in a series
By SAMANTHA LANGEVIN

Each time I make a dessert that calls for 
vanilla, I cringe a little. A whole teaspoon, 
I find myself thinking, but that’s so much! 
And then after I wince, I feel a twinge of 
sadness, because I think that in a few decades 
it is possible that vanilla, real non-synthetic 
vanilla, might be gone, or at least extremely 
rare. We’ll only know it as something 
produced in a chemical factory, the taste 
becoming evermore like the smell of candles 
and body lotion. I imagine how birthday cakes 
will seem slightly … off. 

As someone who cooks for a living, I 
think about food a lot, and I believed that I 
had considered how climate change would 
affect agriculture. I mean, I’m open to protein 
alternatives like insects, support local food 
systems, and try to make ethical consumer 
choices. That’s good, right? But I had never 
thought about what foods I would lose because 
of climate change until the fall of 2017. 
Around October that year I placed a call to a 
vendor from work, looking to order a backup 
quart of vanilla, and I was warned that the 
price had gone up some. Now, price increases 
are normal in food service, an inevitability 
like taxes, but for vanilla to triple in price so 
quickly was unusual. Was this price gouging? 
An issue with shipping? No, nothing so 
mundane as the logistics of commerce. It was 
hurricanes. Cyclone Enawo in Madagascar, 
and then Hurricane Maria in Puerto Rico had 
decimated what some estimates placed at 
almost half of the world’s vanilla production.

We are going to lose some foods we 
currently find ubiquitous to the point of 
being boring — think about the last time you 
described someone as “vanilla.” Or consider 
how every grocery store in America, whether 
it is in Miami or Minnesota, has bananas. 
And coffee. And chocolate. All of these 
foods are grown in a specific swath within 10 

degrees-20 degrees latitude of the equator, an 
area that is going to look drastically different 
within the next few decades. Vanilla extract is 
already an incredibly tricky thing to produce. 
It comes from an orchid that takes years to 
grow in specific tropical climates and requires 
hand pollination for every single flower. There 
are lots of synthetic varieties, but none is as 
complex to our nose and palate as the real 
thing. 

The reality is that modern food systems 
often supply majority shares of individual 
crops, like vanilla, from relatively small 
regions. The production of many foods eaten 
worldwide is coming from just a handful of 
places. When those places are devastated 
by storms, or rising sea levels, or drought, it 
means there is no other growing zone to pick 
up the slack.

And it won’t just be our diets that are affected. 
There are thousands and thousands of people 
working to grow, harvest and process these 
foods so we can eat them year round. Imagine 
what their lives are going to be like when 
their jobs and homes are further impacted by 
climate change. We know that we are going 
to see devastating storms more frequently in 
tropical areas, and as temperatures rise, those 
areas closest to the equator will become the 
least habitable. The countries located in this 
area are among the poorest in the world, and 
they will be forced to bear the brunt of our 
pollution. 

It is a stark picture that can unspool from 
baking brownies in a warm kitchen and 
worrying about the cost of a flavoring.

It saddens me further to say that there is 
nothing we can do about this. Even if we as a 
species were to make climate the single biggest 
priority for every world government today, we 
are still going to see many of these foods become 
rare. That damage has already been done, and 
we can’t stop it from happening. Columns like 
this one often include a “call to action,” some 

step or policy 
that could make a 
difference. But i n 
addition to pressuring w o r l d 
leaders and changing our lifestyles, we need 
to confront — often and publicly — that we 
have made irrevocable changes to our planet 
that cannot be fixed.

See, it’s not just about taking action now, 
though there is lots of room for that, too. We 
have to begin to make plans for the future that 
we are guaranteed to have, a future with large 
groups of climate refugees. The same people 
who now produce our vanilla and bananas 
and coffee have been placed in an untenable 
situation and we have to figure out how we are 
going to take care of them, because we helped 
create that situation. Currently it is a lengthy 
and expensive process to immigrate into the 
U.S., one plagued by bureaucracy and red 
tape. Climate refugees are an unavoidable part 
of our future, which means we need to work 
now to change immigration. In some ways, 
this idea does give me hope, because if we can 
finally be moved to take care of each other, 
then maybe we can take care of the planet.

A friend and I joke that if we were to 
transport our spice cabinets to the 15th 
century, we would be the picture of wealth 
and riches. But I’ve started to change that 
daydream to imagine the riches my spice 
cabinet will represent to someone in just a 
few decades. Maybe it is silly to grieve for 
vanilla extract. But when I pour out each dark, 
fragrant spoonful, the flash of heartache I feel 
also comes with an awareness of what is to 
come, and what needs to happen.

——————
Samantha Langevin is the chef at American 

Flatbread, Middlebury Hearth, and has a 
background with nonprofits that specialize 
in education and the intersections of food, 
environment and social justice. She lives on a 
small farm in Bristol with her partner.

A lament for vanilla
By ERIN PETENKO
VTDigger.org

Vermont plans to begin providing 
at-home antigen tests for COVID-19 
at state-run testing sites, rather than 
PCR tests, officials said at a press 
conference Tuesday.

Health Commissioner Mark 
Levine said PCR tests — which 
are administered at the testing site, 
rather than on a take-home basis, and 
take longer to produce results — will 
still be available for 
certain situations, such 
as international travel.

But he said that 
rapid tests “help you 
take action quickly 
if you test positive: 
Isolating, telling close 
contacts and accessing 
treatment if you’re at 
high risk.”

Levine also said 
that, because of the 
declining rate of 
COVID prevalence 
in the state, it’s less 
necessary to get tested 
before social gatherings. Testing 
is still recommended under the 
latest health department guidance 
for close contacts or people who 
develop COVID symptoms. The 
state also recently dropped its mask 
recommendation for public indoor 
spaces.

COVID cases and hospitalizations 
have dropped significantly in the 
past couple of months, according to 
the latest report from the Department 
of Financial Regulation, which 
keeps the state’s COVID statistics. 
Infections are down 94% from their 
peak during the Omicron variant 
surge, with the state reporting an 
average of 119 cases per day and 82 
new cases on Tuesday.

Addison County saw only one new 
COVID-19 case on Monday, and 
two on Wednesday; but Wednesday 
was back up to 17 cases, according 
to the Department of Health.

The number of new hospital 
admissions for COVID has fallen 
about 80% from the Omicron 
peak, according to the report. The 
health department said 14 people 
were hospitalized with the virus 
as of Wednesday, including five in 
intensive care.

The state has also hit a milestone 
in its battle against Omicron: One 
person died from COVID-19 on 
Wednesday, but the state hadn’t 
reported a COVID death in the 

previous 10 days. Deaths had lagged 
behind other metrics, remaining 
high through February, but only five 
COVID deaths have occurred so far 
in March.

Gov. Phil Scott cited the improving 
numbers in the past few weeks as part 
of the “progress” Vermont has made 
since the virus came to the state two 
years ago. “Because of the tools we 
now have, and the knowledge we’ve 
gained, we won’t need to relive the 

experience of the past 
24 months,” he said.

But there are still 
concerns about the 
future of COVID 
in Vermont and 
nationally with 
the rise of the 
BA.2 coronavirus 
subvariant. This 
subvariant is more 
infectious than its 
Omicron cousin, and 
is responsible for an 
11% rise in global 
cases, according to 
the state report.

The Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention also released data 
this week showing that many 
wastewater surveillance systems 
across the country are reporting 
a rise in viral load in the past two 
weeks.

Vermont’s data is mixed, with 
the St. Albans facility reporting 
an uptick in viral load, while the 
Burlington wastewater treatment 
plants appear to report a decline. 
Scott said Vermont is planning to 
expand wastewater surveillance, 
but he was not worried about the 
wastewater report.

“The metric to watch is the 
hospitalizations, and particularly 
the hospitalizations for those who 
have COVID,” and those are 
declining significantly, he said. He 
added that BA.2 appears not to be 
evading vaccine-induced or natural 
immunity. 

Levine said BA.2 may “drag 
things on a little” rather than 
producing a new surge, “so the tail 
of that epidemic curve is going to be 
prolonged because BA.2 will keep 
it alive.”

 “There are no certainties,” he 
said. “But one can look at science 
and look at data and make some 
modest predictions. And right now, 
the models’ prediction is that this is 
the right time to make the changes 
that we’re making.”

Vt. shifts to providing 
antigen tests at state sites

RIPTON — The Spirit in Nature 
(SpIN) annual meeting will honor 
Ross Conrad of Dancing Bee 
Gardens, Middlebury, with its Eco-
Spirit Award for 2022 on Sunday, 
March 20, from 4 to 5 p.m. at the 
Ripton Community House. 

The Eco-Spirit Award is 
presented annually to persons 
whose lives are illuminated by 
their appreciation of the beauty, 
mystery, and preciousness of the 
natural world. They are dynamic 
role models who engage us in 
debate and urge us to explore the 
implications of our behavior during 
our present global environmental 
crisis. They lead us to a path of 
hope for the future of all life and 
nature on earth.

Conrad was selected for this 
year’s award in recognition of 
his longtime commitment to 
ecological health through his own 
actions, and especially through 
his work to protect and promote 
a healthy ecosystem by focusing 
on honeybees. As a beekeeper, 
he advocates for ways to raise 
healthy bees without pesticides or 
antibiotics.

Conrad runs organic beekeeping 
workshops; his book, “Natural 
Beekeeping: Organic Approaches 
to Modern Apiculture,” provides 
an accessible guide for those 
entering this field. He is willing go 
to people’s homes when requested 
to safely remove and re-locate 
unwanted swarms of honeybees. 
He is also the co-author of “The 
Land of Milk and Honey: A History 

of Beekeeping in Vermont.”
Conrad has been President of the 

Vermont Beekeepers Association, 
and has served on the Board of the 
Middlebury Natural Foods Coop 
and as a member of the Addison 

County Regional Planning 
Committee.

Conrad will be introduced by 
the 2020 Eco-Spirit Award winner, 
Leif Taranta, who is a climate 
activist now living in Burlington. 

Members of the interested public 
are welcome and encouraged to 
attend this event.

For more information, see the 
Spirit In Nature website, www.
spiritinnature.org/new-events.

Spirit in Nature to honor beekeeper Ross Conrad

ROSS CONRAD, SHOWN here  relocating a honeybee swarm, will receive Spirit in Nature’s 2022 Eco 
Spirit Award on Sunday, March 20 at its annual meeting

Photo Alice Eckles

Jackson Bennett, a junior at 
Vergennes Union High School, 
was a finalist in Sen. Bernie 
Sanders 12th annual State of the 
Union Essay Contest, which gives 
Vermont high school students an 
opportunity to take on a major issue 
facing the country and propose 
what they would do to solve it. 
This year, 409 students from 38 
Vermont high schools submitted 
essays. A panel of six Vermont 
teachers served as volunteer 

judges, scoring the essays and 
selecting seven finalists and three 
winners.

Sanders has invited the finalists 
to join him for a roundtable 
discussion, which will be held 
at the Vermont Statehouse on 
Saturday, March 26. Sanders will 
also enter the finalists’ essays 
into the Congressional Record, 
the official archive of the U.S. 
Congress. 

Summer Chabot of Vergennes is 
serving with the National Civilian 
Community Corps (NCCC), a 
10-month, full-time AmeriCorps 
program.   Chabot is completing a 
series of different six- to 12-week-
long service projects in different 
places across her assigned region 
as part of a 5- to 12-person team. 
Projects support disaster relief, 
the environment, infrastructure 
improvement, energy conservation, 

and urban and rural development. 
Chabot is a graduate of 

Vergennes Union High School. 
She chose to participate in 
Americorps during her gap year 
before attending Wells college. She 
was looking for a new and exciting 
adventure after the strenuous year 
of Covid. “I have a desire to make 
the world a better place,” she said, 
“and Americorps seemed like the 
perfect opportunity.”

ADDISON  COUNTY School News

“The metric to 
watch is the 
hospitalizations, 
and 
particularly the 
hospitalizations 
for those who 
have COVID,” 
and those 
are declining 
significantly.

— Gov. Phil Scott
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Living Through the pandemic: Two years in

By JACOB CHARLES, BRUNO 
COELHO, VANESSA DATOR, 
STUART LOCKWOOD, AVA 
REICHERT and BENJAMIN 
TAYLOR

Rows of empty pews, hallways 
of empty classrooms, and dozens of 
empty restaurants were something 
nobody expected to see a little more 
than two years ago. Community 
institutions such as churches, 
schools and restaurants are bedrock 
elements of Addison County, and 
they all have been signifi cantly 
affected by the pandemic.

Yet, as a result of COVID-19 
lockdowns and social distancing, 
Addison County has seen record 
online church attendance, new 
mediums for student care, and new 
ways to dine. 

Each of the individuals we 
interviewed, who nurture the 
institutions vital to the local 
community, confronted challenges 
in their personal as well as 
professional lives during the 
pandemic. They labored through 
novel circumstances and adapted to 
meet community needs. 

But fi rst, in early 2020, there was 
fear — fear of the disease wrought 
by the coronavirus and its effects 
on livelihoods, healthy routines, 
and community connections. 

Kendra Lawton, an employee at 
Otter Creek Bakery, recalled how 
the media “put out a lot of numbers 
about how many people were going 
to die, and they put a lot of fear 
into the population.” When local 
businesses and schools shut down, 
“that’s when it became very real,” 
Lawton said. Her partner had lost 
his job right before the pandemic. 

“He couldn’t fi nd any work” once 
everything shut down, she said, and 
“even with his unemployment and 
the extra that they gave him, it was 
less than he was making before.” 

On hearing news of COVID-19 
spreading around the world, Laura 
La Vacca, food service director for 

the Addison Central School District 
(ACSD), remembered thinking to 
herself, “Could that really happen 
here?” 

When COVID did arrive in the 
county exactly two years ago this 
week, La Vacca felt the need to 
stock up for her family and home. 
She remembered going to buy 
groceries at the store, thinking, 
“I’m just doing what everybody 
else is doing and I’m just making 
it worse, but if I don’t, then I won’t 
have it either.” 

La Vacca grew concerned about 
the pressure on the food supply 
across the nation and decided to do 
something about it 
with her expertise 
as a food director: 
She cultivated her 
own vegetable 
garden and raised 
chickens for eggs. 

In her 
p r o f e s s i o n a l 
life, La Vacca 
embraced different 
challenges. She 
needed to reach 
children who were 
stuck at home during the shutdown 
but still depended upon meals 
provided by the school district. La 
Vacca coordinated bus routes with 
1,600 staff members to deliver food 
to drop-off points across the county. 

This work was constant and 
exhausting, but necessary and 
satisfying, La Vacca said. 

When she arrived home after each 
long workday, La Vacca worried 
about what pathogens she might 
be bringing into her household. To 
maintain a safe environment for 
both her immune-compromised 
husband and her children, she took 
serious precautions. She said she 
would not enter her house without 
“stripping down to nothing, 
throwing my clothes in the washing 
machine, and [immediately] taking 
a shower.”

Though there was no disputing 
the strains that the pandemic placed 
on Addison County residents 
— ranging from concerns about 
fi nances, to the impact of isolation, 
to matters of life and death — the 
strong foundation of community 
ties made these diffi culties easier to 
bear in 2020. 

The Rev. Andy Nagy-Benson, 
senior pastor of the Congregational 
Church of Middlebury, offered a 
powerful example of this strong 
community presence after his 
church moved worship services 
online. 

“What happened … was 
something I 
never could have 
predicted,” he 
explained. “We had 
as many people 
watching on Sunday 
as we would 
normally have for an 
Easter service.” 

When people 
could not gather 
together as they 
usually did, 
c o n g r e g a t i o n 

members appreciated not only the 
ability to connect every Sunday 
online, but also to support each 
other through the small group 
networks and check-in meetings 
the church created within its 
member community.

In the months following the 
initial COVID shutdown phase, 
members of community institutions 
worked to help others manage 
some attempt at a return to normal 
activities. For school nurse and 
ACSD COVID-19 Coordinator 
Kelly Landwehr, helping students 
and their parents feel safe with 
in-person schooling required a 
dramatic change in her day-to-day 
job. 

Landwehr had always enjoyed 
her main focus at Middlebury 
Union High School: interacting 

one-on-one with students and 
meeting their personal needs. 
When taking on the demands of 
coordinating COVID protocols 
for all nine schools in the district, 
Landwehr had to look up and out, 
anticipating as well as responding 
to pandemic-related concerns for 
all ACSD students.  

“I spent a lot of time invested in 
that work and just learning as much 
as I could about COVID and what 
it meant for everyone, so when we 
did come back to school that work 
was really just invaluable,” she 
said.  

Landwehr and others like her 
expressed a sense of pride in how 
the employees of community 
institutions demonstrated resilience 
and adaptability as one pandemic 
challenge developed after another. 
They also shared feelings of 
profound gratitude and optimism 
because of the people with whom 
they live and work. 

“Community was there prior to 
the pandemic,” said Landwehr’s 
colleague Laura La Vacca. “It 
didn’t just happen as a result of the 
pandemic.” 

As they kept crucial institutions 
going during a daunting period, 
they drew from that sense of 
community while also helping to 
fortify it. Working through the 
pandemic has revealed to them 
what they value the most. For Rev. 
Nagy-Benson, it is seeing people 
face to face.

“I will honor and cherish every 
moment I can be in the same room 
with people,” he said. 

For nurse Landwehr, it is the 
assurance of safety. She looks 
forward to a time “for everyone 
where we just don’t have to worry 
day-to-day about everywhere we 
go and if we’re exposed and how 
that’s going to affect our family.” 

We hope for this community and 
its bedrock institutions that that 
time is not too distant. 

Virus forced local institutions to adapt 
Some say the pandemic heightened Addison County’s sense of community

“Community 
was there prior 
to the pandemic. 
It didn’t just 
happen as a 
result of the 
pandemic.”

— Laura La Vacca

FERNANDA CANALES, LEFT, Sue Quesnel, Sandy Hayes and Donna Payne help school staff get meals on buses in front of Middlebury 
Union High School in March 2020 to feed children stuck at home during the beginning of the pandemic. Food Service Director Laura La Vacca, 
who coordinated food distribution, remembers working constantly and fi nding the work exhausting but satisfying.

Independent fi le photo/Steve James

COMMUNITY INSTITUTIONS LIKE the Middlebury town offi ces 
closed their doors at the beginning of the pandemic to slow the spread 
of the coronavirus. Among the adaptations during the pandemic has 
been more absentee voting.

Independent fi le photo/Steve James

By JONATHAN KIM, 
SAVANNAH LOVE, AWA-
VICTORIA MOREL, ALEXA 
MUSTAFAJ and MADELINE 
SAUDERS

MIDDLEBURY — From 
kids and teens to retirees and 
super seniors, the COVID-19 
pandemic affected the lives of 
all Addison County residents. 
However, different generations 
have carried unique perspectives 
on the pandemic’s place in their 
memories of the recent past. 

The stories and insights shared 
with us by Middlebury residents, 
young and not so young, illuminate 
how they experienced two years 
of isolation, resilience and desire 
for a sense of community. Some 
interesting contrasts and overlaps 
emerge.

Upon initially hearing about 
the virus, some members of 
Middlebury’s EastView Retirement 
Community said they did not 

truly understand the magnitude 
of the situation until the reality 
of quarantine set in. How was life 
fundamentally going to change? 

Susan Ring recalled the 
conversation she and her husband, 
Lawrence, had when they learned 
they had to isolate. Her doctor had 
told her, “You and Larry are now 
quarantined at home, you’re going 
to get a grocery shopper.” Susan 
remembered asking her husband, 
“‘How do you get a grocery 
shopper,’ I mean whoever heard of 
such a thing?” 

Despite their initial shock, 
the Rings and other EastView 
residents acclimated to the 
pandemic lifestyle. They embraced 
new forms of interaction, most 
notably Zoom, to connect with 
friends and family. The staff and 
administrators at EastView did all 
they could to keep residents safe in 
isolation while also keeping them 
engaged. 

For example, exercise class 
shifted from collective workouts 
in a community room to stretching 
and calisthenics in the doorways of 
each apartment, led by employees 
such as Rachel Klatzker, who 
walked up and down the halls 
to model the exercises for each 
resident who was participating. 
Klatzker, other staff and the 
residents made do with what they 
could, where they could.

Life changed in a similarly 
abrupt way for local teenagers. 
Like school districts across the 
nation, the Addison Central 
School District switched to 
remote learning in March 2020. 
Most teachers held classes over 
Zoom, while others delivered their 
lessons asynchronously — packets 
of schoolwork delivered to kids at 
home to be completed at their own 
pace.

With this shift, some Middlebury 

the destruction from Tropical 
Storm Irene in 2011 and the 
challenges of the current 
pandemic, the class had numerous 
opportunities to examine how 
Vermonters have responded to 
adversity. 

Central to the students’ learning 
was an oral history project that 
invited members of the larger 
community to look back on their 
pandemic experiences since 
COVID-19 fi rst arrived here in 
March of 2020. 

First, the students gained 
confi dence in working with 
historical documents related to 
COVID, with the help of Rebekah 
Irwin, director of the college’s 
Special Collections Library. Then 
Mary Wesley, education and media 
specialist at the Vermont Folklife 
Center, taught the students how 
to conduct oral history interviews. 
This was aided by funding 
from the Center for Community 
Engagement’s Academic Outreach 
Endowment Grant and networking 
support from Diane Munroe, the 
college’s assistant director for 
Community Based Learning.

Wesley gave the students 
a chance to be interviewed 
themselves. Similar to what the 
Folklife Center has done for other 

Vermonters, 
Wesley hosted a story circle for 
members of the class, which 
prompted them to recall COVID’s 
fi rst impact on their own young 
lives and then articulate how they 
think they have weathered the 
pandemic since then.

Ironically, a couple of the 
students themselves were 
diagnosed with COVID-19 during 
the term, which gave the class 
a deeper understanding of the 
hardships and disruptions that the 
disease has caused.

Building from the experience 
of sharing their own oral histories 
with Wesley, the students deployed 
their interviewing skills in 
conversations they had with local 
residents. The class completed 25 
interview recordings, which, with 
the consent of the interviewees, 
will be stored at the Vermont 
Folklife Center in Middlebury for 
future public access. 

“The students gained a greater 
appreciation for teamwork, for 
listening, for experiential learning, 
and for the diversity of Vermonters’ 
pandemic stories,” Morsman said. 

On behalf of her students, she 
offered thanks to everyone from 
Addison County who participated 
in this learning experience.

KIMBERLY COBB LEADS a “FUNctional Fitness” class outdoors at EastView in Middlebury during the 
pandemic. While social distancing was diffi cult for staff and residents alike, many people there feel that 
demonstrating their resilience fostered a sense of unity.

Photo by Cari Burkard

COVID-19 experienced differently across the generations

(See Generations, Page 11A)

Shocking, dauting & scary; 
businesses ask – what now?
By COLIN CRAWFORD, 
GRACE FUTRAL, KIAN JAIN, 
QUINCY MASSEY-BIERMAN 
and NIKHIL SACHAR

MIDDLEBURY — The 
COVID-19 pandemic has posed 
a particular dilemma for Addison 
County’s small businesses. 
Stuck between wanting to keep 
their families, employees and 
communities safe and needing 
to earn a living and providing 
goods and services to the public, 
each business owner had to make 
diffi cult decisions about re-opening 
and COVID-19 protocols. 

While the pandemic created strife 
in their lives, it also demonstrated 
the strength of the larger Addison 
County community in dealing with 
and working through adversity. Our 
conversations with small business 
owners not only illuminated their 
experiences through the pandemic, 
but also provided an opportunity — 
a dedicated space and time — for 
them to refl ect on their successes 
and hardships.

All of our interviewees expressed 
similar sentiments regarding the 
beginning of the pandemic: March 
of 2020 was shocking, daunting 
and frightening. 

“Those fi rst couple weeks were 
especially scary,” recalled Kendra 
Lawton, an Addison County 
resident who worked at Wake 
Robin continuing care retirement 
community when the pandemic hit.

Seemingly in the blink of an 
eye, businesses were forced to 
shut down, and their owners and 
employees had to desperately 
search for new options to support 
themselves. While many of the 
interviewees’ businesses ultimately 
received funding from government 
pandemic aid, the process for 
getting that support was arduous 
and took place during an already 
stressful time. 

Despite these uncertainties and 
the sacrifi ces made by each business 
owner early on, an unwavering 
sense of community also came 
(See Local businesses, Page 11A)

A group of Middlebury College students helped preserve our current 
perspective on COVID-19 by interviewing 25 local residents. The 
students prepared this analysis for Addison Independent readers; the 
interviews will be archived at the Vermont Folklife Center.
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through in our conversations with 
them. One of the silver linings of 
the COVID pandemic was that 
it provided the local community 
the opportunity to showcase its 
collective strength.

“There was an outpouring 
of support ... when this fi rst 
happened,” remembered Danielle 
Boyce, co-owner of American 
Flatbread. People offered support 
“at the restaurant, emails, messages, 
people getting takeout, even if they 
didn’t want it, just to support us.” 

At the Rikert Nordic Center in 
Ripton, Assistant Manager Barney 
Hodges had a similar impression. 
He mentioned the “tremendous 
amount of appreciation” expressed 
by local residents last winter just 
“for Rikert being open, having an 
activity people could do outside.” 

The ski community at Rikert and 
the nearby Snow Bowl downhill 
ski area rallied despite COVID 
protocols. Customers and employees 
alike adapted to mask mandates and 
to the lodges being closed. 

There was “very little non-
compliance ... very 
little pushback” 
about following 
new safety rules 
among local 
patrons, according 
to Snow Bowl 
General Manager 
Mike Hussey. “We 
had mostly people 
just saying, ‘Oh 
my God, this is so 
great, thank you, 
you know we’re so 
appreciative that we can be here.’” 

Back in Middlebury, the owners 
of Royal Oak coffee shop on 
Seymour Street had to transition 
to a strictly online sales operation, 
with coffee pick-up at one window. 
That did not stop loyal customers 
from lining up outside to buy a cup 
and then lingering just to chat with 
other patrons and staff. 

Sarah Kearns, a local small 
business advisor, relayed multiple 

stories of local 
companies adapting 
and also connecting 
to each other and to 
other members of the 
community who needed 
assistance. Such help 
came from far away 
and close to home and 
arrived in a variety of 
forms. 

For example, through 
her network, Kearns 
learned of a local mom 
who needed essentials 
to care for her baby. 
So, every time Kearns 
did her own family 
grocery shopping, she 
would pick up diapers 
and formula and drop 
them off for contactless 
pickup on the mom’s 
front porch. 

That was tangible, 
local support for a family in need, 
but the entire business community 
also got a different kind of 
pandemic boost from an overseas 
donor with local ties, who gave 
substantial fi nancial grants to local 
businesses as a way to help their 
hometown survive this crisis. That 

person’s $50,000 
gift was combined 
with grants from the 
town of Middlebury, 
the Middlebury 
Rotary and another 
anonymous donor, 
and the Table 21 
grant program was 
formed.
MEETING BASIC 
NEEDS

From our oral 
history interviews, 

we were reminded that local 
business owners are people too, 
with families and household 
budgets to manage on top of their 
business concerns. One Middlebury 
restaurateur recalled that in the 
midst of the pandemic shutdown, 
his car needed fi xing, and he was 
not sure he would have the cash to 
cover that necessary expense. To 
his surprise, his mechanic, with 
the help of other locals, pulled 

together some funds collectively to 
pay for this car repair. Such acts of 
kindness abound in the interviews 
we conducted and seem to defi ne 
Middlebury’s COVID pandemic 
experience. 

While each local business 
is different, there were core 
similarities among owners’ 
and employees’ reactions and 
adaptations after re-opening. 

The business and consumer 
dynamic seems to have been 
forever changed by COVID-19. 
Business owners have had to 
reinvent their marketing strategies 
and rethink old ways of attracting 
and keeping customers. 

For the owners of Two Brothers 
Tavern on Main Street, safety was 
the priority. As they considered 
how best to stay open, Two 
Brothers decided in January 2021 
to require proof of vaccination for 
indoor dining. 

“No one else had done it in this 
community, and so it took people 
by surprise,” according to Holmes 
Jacobs, one of the tavern owners. 
But “there was no more important 
thing that we could really do to 
help keep our team safe.” 

Danielle Boyce from American 
Flatbread restaurant in the Marble 
Works followed suit and is now 
asking for proof of vaccination 
for indoor dining as well. She 
has received signifi cant pushback 
on this issue from unvaccinated 
patrons, but Boyce hopes that 
the new outdoor pavilion area 
that Flatbread erected during 
the pandemic last summer will 
provide some accommodation 
for customers who are not fully 
vaccinated. 

By taking these diffi cult steps, 
these and other small businesses 
are continuing to adapt to the ever-
changing COVID environment 
as they strive to maximize their 
success but keep their employees 
and customers safe and healthy. 

We are encouraged and enthused 
to report that many of the businesses 
with whom we connected are on 
the way to full recovery, with some 
reporting even better economic 
results than before the pandemic. 
There is hope for them and for 
those who enjoy their offerings. If 
the local community continues to 
contribute in the ways they have 
across this diffi cult time, many 
Middlebury-area small businesses 
are primed for further success.

COVID-19 FORCED BUSINESS owners 
to reinvent their operations and marketing 
practices. Two Brothers Tavern co-owner 
Homes Jacobs said his restaurant decided to 
require proof of vaccination for indoor dining. 

teens felt abandoned, because 
with online learning, they felt 
disconnected from their friends. 
Without the structure that school, 
sports and other extracurricular 
activities provided, these young 
people struggled to adjust to life 
during the shutdown. For many, 
the pandemic marked the fi rst 
historic crisis of their lives. How 
could they manage the normal 
worries of teenage life in addition 
to the anxiety caused by all the 
disruptions and uncertainties of a 
deadly virus? 

While some teens reported 
feeling overwhelmed with the 
isolation of being at home and 
facing screen work all day, some 
retirees came to view the pandemic 
as simply “one more challenge” in 
a long series of life challenges. 
After all, these folks had lived 
through signifi cant global events 
such as foreign wars, other public 
health crises, the 9/11 attack, etc. 
One EastView resident put the 
pandemic into perspective: 

“As more people are vaccinated, 
we realized at some point we have 
to learn to live with this just like 
with measles, chicken pox, or any 
other disease that sort of becomes 
an endemic.” Instead of trying to 
fi xate our energy on the virus, this 
senior citizen hoped that COVID 
will “settle into one more thing that 
we have to deal with.” 

“It doesn’t have to change our 
life completely,” she suggested. 

As the pandemic conditions in 
2020 and even 2021 redefi ned 
“normal” for Middlebury teens and 
retired folks, both groups turned 
to their respective communities 
for assistance. Connection with 
people, more than ever, was a 
lifeline.  

“No one wants to be alone,” 
noted a junior at Middlebury Union 
High School. 

Fortunately, the Addison Central 
Teens program offered a creative 
outlet for teens to hang out and be 
kids again. Meeting twice a week 
throughout the pandemic, young 
adults interacted safely, received 
homework help, and connected 
with friends at the teen center. 
Such bonding with other young 
people has given hope to many 
local students. 

“It feels pretty normal now … 
or what I assume a normal high 
school experience feels like,” a 
MUHS ninth-grader commented 
recently.

With social institutions such as 

the teen center providing a bedrock 
sense of connection, this student 
felt hopeful for a greater sense of 
normalcy regardless of how long 
the pandemic actually lasts.  

Likewise, while the need for 
social distancing proved diffi cult 
for residents and 
employees alike 
at EastView, 
the community 
dynamic of this 
retirement center 
has shaped how 
they kept going 
and made it this 
far through a 
long, challenging 
ordeal. Despite the 
physical separation, 
E a s t V i e w 
employees believed 
the pandemic 
fostered unity 
among them as 
caretakers. 

Klatzker recalled 
how the staff there 
adapted overnight.

“The core crew 
of folks who have 
been there from the beginning, 
we’ve had to come together and 
learn how to communicate and rely 
on each other,” she said. 

From teaching outdoor dance 
lessons to delivering meals when 
the dining staff was shorthanded, 
EastView personnel took on what 
needed to be done, demonstrating 
their resilience daily. Even now, for 
Klatzker, the stress she feels about 

protecting the most vulnerable 
members of this retiree population 
weighs heavily, but she credits the 
community there for toughing out 
the worst of the situation together. 

Most notably and perhaps 
understandably, the young people 

we interviewed 
kept focus on the 
most immediate 
alterations in life 
as they knew it, 
while locals from 
their grandparents’ 
generation did 
not. Teens’ 
remarks about the 
uncertainty wrought 
by the pandemic 
— manifested in 
sighs of resignation 
and wistful 
remarks about life 
before COVID 
— conveyed their 
collective fear 
of the world not 
returning to the 
only “normal” 
they had ever 
known. In contrast, 

EastView residents focused on a 
bigger picture, understanding that 
sacrifi ce was important, but so was 
holding on to the experience of 
life. 

Despite their different 
attitudes, EastView residents and 
Middlebury teens looked within 
their respective communities to 
fi nd and keep hope alive: “We’re 
just trying to survive together.” 

Living Through the pandemic: Two years in

“We realized at 
some point we 
have to learn 
to live with this 
just like with 
measles, chicken 
pox, or any other 
disease that sort 
of becomes an 
endemic … (It’s) 
one more thing 
that we have to 
deal with.” 

— EastView 
Retirement 

Community resident

Generations
(Continued from Page 10A)

LARRY AND SUSAN Ring, like most people, initially were shocked 
by the changes they had to make to their lives at the beginning of the 
pandemic. But, like so many, they acclimated.

“There was no 
more important 
thing that we could 
really do to help 
keep our team 
safe.” 

— Holmes Jacobs, 
Two Brothers Tavern 

Local businesses

(Continued from Page 10A)

Living Through the pandemic: Two years in

ALESS DELIA-LÔBO at Royal Oak Coffee switched to selling coffee 
through the shop’s take-out window to enhance social distancing 
while still keeping the business operating. 

Photo by Kelly Hickey
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ATTENTION 
SELF-EMPLOYED  CARPENTERS

then come to work for US!
Do what you love without the headaches of running a business.

We offer great pay, comprehensive benefits and growth opportunities.

APPLY TODAY!
802.482.5777 - polliconstruction.com

Doing Paperwork?

Chasing Money?

Paying Bills?

Managing people?

Unsteady Income?

ARE YOU TIRED OF...

THIS ADDISON COUNTY Habitat for Humanity home is nearing completion in the Booth Woods 
development in Vergennes. It is spoken for by a family of five of modest means, who will pay about 
$175,000. The nonprofit owns three more lots in Booth Woods and is looking for another family for its 
next project there, for which it will soon break ground .

Independent photo/Andy Kirkaldy

even as Vermont’s and Addison 
County’s lack of affordable and 
workforce housing continues to 
make headlines. 

“This has been constant for 
22 years, as long as we’ve been 
here. We always are looking for a 
family,” said Margaret Carothers, 
Habitat’s volunteer office manager. 
“Whatever we do we can’t seem to 
figure out how to reach our target 
audience.” 

Eventually, Habitat will build 
four homes on the north side of the 
wooded Booth Woods entry road, 
all on lots it bought for a total of 
$25,000 in 2018.

Ideally, according to Habitat 
volunteer office manager Margaret 
Carothers, the organization would 
like to identify its next family 
before or soon after a foundation is 
poured in the next month or two for 
what will be its 14th home over the 
past two decades.

“We want to build a house 
that’s just right for the family,” 
said Carothers, who helped found 
Habitat’s local branch in 1999. “If 
you’ve got handicapped people, 
you want to make the doors wider. 
If you’ve got people who can’t do 
stairs, we want to make 
sure to build a one-floor 
house.”

Finding that family 
is an annual challenge, 
however. 

Habitat is restricted 
by its funding — 
notably grants from the 
Vermont Housing and 
Conservation Board as 
well as donations — to 
work with applicants in 
a targeted income range 
of between 50% and 
80% of the area median 
income, as determined 
by the Department of 
Housing and Urban Development.

Those income limits ran in 2021 
from $33,500 to $56,360 for a 
family of three, and up to $55,250 
to $88,400 for a family of eight.

“We’re always looking for 
families, and the problem is to 
afford our houses you have to be 
in a fairly narrow slice of income,” 
Carothers said.

Carothers acknowledged that 

income must be “below 80% of 
median for your size of family, 
but not so far below that you can’t 
afford $850 a month for housing.”

The good news, she adds, is 
that Habitat calculates that $850, 

or whatever number is 
figured to be right for 
the applicant, factors 
in utilities (that are 
inexpensive due to 
rooftop solar panels) 
and insurance, as well 
as loan payments. And 
those loan payments are 
interest-free, thanks to 
Habitat. 

Habitat homeowners 
agree the end result is 
an affordable home. 

Middlebury resident 
Robin Bentley, a 
Habitat homeowner for 
more than a decade, is 

a member of two Habitat families 
featured on a promotional video 
on the nonprofit’s website. (The 
video may be viewed at youtu.be/
plokp98FKss.)

“Habitat thinks of everything. 
They think of the affordability for 
the heat and the month-to-month 
bills,” said Bentley, who describes 
herself as a single mother of two. 
“They know it’s a modest-income 

family, so everything from the 
property taxes to the heating bills 
are factored into it. And they never 
put anybody into a house that they 
can’t afford.”

There are resale limitations 
placed on the properties. Carothers 
said families can’t take advantage 
of the Habitat discount and then 
“get rich quick” when the market 
appreciates.

If circumstances change and 
they wish to move on, they must 
resell to Habitat, their investment 
is returned, and they receive 25% 
of the property’s increased market 
value. Habitat then turns around 
and finds a new family in need of 
an affordable home, she said.
REQUIREMENTS, PLUSES

Successful applicants must 
have steady incomes and good 
references. 

According to Habitat for 
Humanity of Addison County’s 
website (addisonhabitat.org), 
“Applicants must demonstrate a 
stable employment history and 
evidence of responsible money 
management,” and Habitat will 
verify employment, income and 
bank balances; get statements 
from current and previous 
landlords; and perform a credit 
check.

Habitat
(Continued from Page 1A)

ADDISON COUNTY — A Fair 
Haven woman was killed Tuesday 
afternoon when the car she was 
driving was struck by a large 
truck on Route 7 at Leicester Four 
Corners.

Vermont State Police report that 
Lyudmila Cushing, 69, had died by 
the time they arrived.

At around 3:24 p.m. on March 
15, state police received notice of a 
two-vehicle crash at the intersection 
of Route 7 and Leicester 
Whiting Road in Leicester. After 
investigating, police determined 
that Cushing had been driving a 
2013 Honda CRV eastbound on 
Leicester Whiting Road and had 
failed to safely enter Route 7. 

A 2015 Kenworth semi-trailer 
truck driven by Norman Arnold, 59, 
of Brandon, struck the Honda in the 
intersection.

Both vehicles were judged to 
be totally wrecked. Arnold didn’t 
report any injuries. 

On Tuesday evening, state 
police said their investigation was 
ongoing. They asked anyone with 
information about the crash to call 
the New Haven barracks at 802-
388-4919 . 

Troopers were assisted at the 
scene by Brandon Fire and Rescue. 

VERGENNES — Vergennes 
police and Charlotte Fire and 
Rescue both responded to the 
Valley Vista drug rehabilitation 
center at 1 Alden Place on March 
9 to help personnel there deal with 
a client that police said was out 
of control and threatening other 
center clients. 

Police said they and Valley Vista 
employees had difficulty calming 
the client, and the department 
sent an officer in an ambulance to 
UVM Medical Center to ensure the 
safety of rescue personnel. 

In other incidents between 
March 7 and 13, Vergennes police 
conducted four patrols by cruiser 
and one by foot, responded to two 
false alarms, helped one motorist 
get into a locked car on Main 
Street because there was a dog 
inside, and also:

On March 7:
• Checked the security of a home 

on New Haven Road.
• Took a complaint from a 

Walker Avenue resident that one 
of her friends had been denied the 
sale of a lottery ticket at Champlain 
Farms because store personnel 
knew the friend was buying on her 
behalf. Police learned the caller 
herself had been refused service 
at the store because of an existing 
no-trespass order.

On May 8:
• Responded to a call from a 

West Main Street homeowner 
alleging someone had broken into 
her basement. Police said the report 
wasn’t accurate and the caller was 
suffering from a mental health 
issue. Authorities are working to 

get her help from social service 
agencies via Project Vision North.

On May 9:
• Took a report of the theft of a 

package that had been delivered to 
a Ridgeview Drive residence.

• Began investigating the use of 
a debit card stolen from a Main 
Street resident that was used to buy 
what police called a “substantial” 
amount of items online.

• On March 10:
• Responded, along with both the 

Vergennes Area Rescue Squad and 
Charlotte Rescue, to a report of a 
man and woman at a Main Street 
apartment building experiencing 
what police described as mental 
health issues. Police said they were 
taken separately to UVM Medical 
Center by area rescue services.

On March 11:
• Helped Vermont State Police 

respond to a two-vehicle accident 
with what police called minor 
injuries at the intersection of 
Routes 7 and 22A in Ferrisburgh.

• Dealt with a two car-accident 
at the intersection of Main Street 
and Monkton Road. Police said 
one vehicle left the scene, and they 
couldn’t find it.

On March 12:
• Took a call from a Walker 

Avenue resident alleging poor 
maintenance of her apartment. 
Police suggested she call the 
landlord.

On March 13:
• Received a shoplifting 

complaint from Kinney Drug Store 
and collected video to begin an 
investigation. 

Woman dies in a 
Leicester car crash

Police Log
Vt. State
In other recent activity, state 

police closed both lanes of Route 
22A in the area of Duffany Road in 
Shoreham at 10 a.m. on Saturday, 
March 12, due to a motor vehicle 
accident. Police didn’t provide 
further details other than to say 
the road was closed for about 75 
minutes.

Separately, state police received 
a call at 4:45 p.m. on March 8 
advising that a truck had crashed 
into a tree on Lemon Fair Road 
in Cornwall. The caller also told 
police the driver was possibly 
impaired. 

Troopers went to the scene 
of the crash and said the driver 
— Christopher Bazen, 56, of 
Ticonderoga, N.Y. — displayed 
signs of impairment. They screened 
Bazan, arrested him, and took him 
to the New Haven barracks for 
processing. Police said Bazen 
refused to provide an evidentiary 
sample of his breath; they cited 
him for driving under the influence, 
criminal refusal.

Police LogVergennes

Once a family is accepted for 
a home, its members are also 
expected to contribute 200 hours 
of labor. According to Bentley that 
requirement was rewarding, even 
though she started out knowing 
nothing about construction. 

“Everyone was patient with 
me and made it an unbelievable 
experience,” she said. “So now if 
something breaks I absolutely can 
fix it.”

Another woman, a member 
of a family of five who was not 
identified in the video, spoke of 
the benefits of the work mandate.

“I love everything about this 
house. I’m very proud of the work 
that we put into the house and that 
we have a home for my children,” 
she said. “It’s one home for the 
rest of our lives.”

The quality of the homes is not 
in question, Carothers said. They 
are designed by students in an 
architecture course at Middlebury 
College taught by John McLeod, 
a founding partner of McLeod 
Kredell Architects in Middlebury. 

Professional builders oversee 
construction, and Carothers 
said the house designs have 
won awards from the American 
Institute of Architects.
CANDIDATE SEARCH

Despite all this, Habitat has yet 
to find a family for its next home 
in Vergennes.

The organization is currently 
reaching out through local 
schools and churches, and is 
also working with Middlebury 
College in hopes of finding a 
staff member who might meet the 
criteria, possibly one commuting 
from New York state.

Past that, Carothers said, maybe 
word of mouth will work.  

Certainly, Bentley would 
recommend her peers look into 
Habitat. 

“The bottom line is Habitat is 
for hard-working people, you 
have to have a job, who really 
want to have a home for their 
kids,” Bentley said, adding, “You 
can pay your bills and still have 
money to live, and that’s very 
important.”  

“We’re 
always 
looking for 
families, and 
the problem 
is to afford 
our houses 
you have to 
be in a fairly 
narrow slice 
of income.”

— Margaret 
Carothers
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that your community is seeking. 
In Middlebury, for example, the 
selectboard is looking to recruit 
residents for varying terms on 
the local planning commission, 
design advisory committee, 
development review board, 
downtown improvement district 
committee, energy committee, 
infrastructure committee, and parks 
and recreation committee. There are 
other available positions as well; 
check out townofmiddlebury.org 
for complete details. If you live in 
Middlebury and find a match for 
a position, apply to the Manager’s 
Office, 77 Main St., Middlebury, 
VT, 05753, or e-mail to bdow@
townofmiddlebury.org, by Friday, 
April 1. 

Art on Main in Bristol is pleased 
to invite community members age 
16 and up to submit entries to its 
Earth Appreciation exhibit that 
will open on April 22, in honor of 
Earth Day 2022. Two-dimensional 
and three-dimensional work is 
welcome. All 2-D pieces need to 
be ready to hang. Entries must 
be delivered to Art on Main at 25 
Main St. by April 15, and should 
include a short artist’s statement 
addressing the work and the 
theme of the exhibit. One piece 
per artist will be accepted and 
there will be a $5 entry fee to be 
donated to a local environmental 
nonprofit effort. Please email 
aom@gmavt.et or call 453-4032 
with any questions.

The Vermont Department of 
Labor this week revealed that 
Addison County had a jobless 
rate of 3.4% during the month 
of January, an increase of 1.4% 
compared to the prior month of 
December. There were 19,268 

Addison County residents working 
and 1,034 folks looking for work 
in January. Looking on a broader 
scale, the statewide unemployment 
rate for January was 3%. This 
reflects a decrease of one-tenth of 
a percentage point from the prior 
month’s revised estimate. The 
seasonally adjusted Vermont data 
for January show the Vermont 
civilian labor force increased by 
777 from the prior month’s revised 
estimate. The number of employed 
persons increased by 941 and the 
number of unemployed persons 
decreased by 164 in January. The 
January unemployment rates for 
Vermont’s 17 labor market areas 
ranged from 2.6% in White River 
Junction to 6.9% in Derby.

The Five Town Partnership 
will be sponsoring a food drive 
on Friday, April 8, from 2-6 p.m., 
and on Saturday, April 9, from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m., outside of Shaw’s 
Supermarket in Bristol. All items 
donated will be sent to Bristol’s 
Have a Heart Food Shelf and the 
Little Free Pantries in Starksboro, 
Monkton and New Haven. Look 
for the partnership’s table outside 
of Shaw’s. Food drive organizers 
will provide a paper bag into which 
you can place your purchased 
donations. The food bags will 
then be taken to the food shelf 
and pantries. More volunteers are 
needed to greet people outside of 
Shaw’s and unload the trailer of 
collected food into the basement 
of St. Ambrose Church, home 
of the Have A Heart Food Shelf. 
To see the time slots needed for 
help, log on to signupgenius.
com/go/904054eaca728aaf49-
april. Email familylife@
bristolfederated.com with any 
questions about the event or for 
help signing up to volunteer.

By the way
(Continued from Page 1A)

and what we wanted to do with our 
lives.”

The Haighs started farming 
together in 2014 and founded 
Rolling Bale two years later. They 
run a diversified meat operation 
on 100 acres in Shoreham, selling 
organic broiler chickens, sheep, 
lamb and occasionally pork. 

They’ve always wanted to add a 
dairy component to their farm, “but 
dairy’s not something you just do,” 
Hilary said.

Last summer the Haighs wrote 
St. Clair a letter expressing an 
interest in someday acquiring 
Animal Farm. They were thinking 
of “someday” as “a few years from 
now,” after their children, William 
(5) and Emmet (3), were older, Ben 
said.

“But Diane was ready,” he said.
The Haighs scrambled to 

pull the financing and grant 
paperwork together. Anticipating 
a big learning curve, Hilary began 
working with St. Clair in Orwell 
right away, learning the ropes, 
while Ben renovated Rolling Bale 
Farm to accommodate a new dairy 
operation.

“For now we just want to get 
the system down pat,” Hilary said. 
“It’s an old-fashioned, delicate 
process — slow churning, gentle 
pasteurizing.”

And it’s small-scale. Before 
the pandemic, Animal Farm was 
producing about 100 pounds of 
butter a week.
THE HYPE

Earlier this month, foodie 
website The Testing Table ranked 
Animal Farm the sixth best “fancy 
butter brand” in the world, finishing 
ahead of four other American 
brands.

“A 24-hour culturing process, 
plus a bout of hand-kneading 
on a wooden table, makes for a 
spectacularly sweet cream butter 
that is worth the hype,” Testing 

Farm
(Continued from Page 1A) Table said.

In 2014 Smithsonian magazine 
called Animal Farm “America’s 
best butter.”

“Amid the wave of small-batch, 
handmade farmstead butters 
available these days, (this) golden 
spread reigns supreme.”

What makes it so good?
“It’s really all about the cows,” 

Hilary Haigh said. “The cream 
that these girls are producing is so 
incredible, it’s really what makes 
the flavor of the butter.” 

Animal Farm lightly cultures the 
butter, which gives it a slight tang, 
she said. It’s a little bit different 
each time and it changes with the 
seasons.

“But it’s the cream that shines 
through and makes it what it is.”

And chefs love it.
Animal Farm supplies butter to 

Chef Thomas Keller’s restaurants, 
including The French Laundry 
in California’s Napa Valley and 
Per Se in Manhattan, and to Chef 
Patrick O’Connell’s The Inn at 
Little Washington, located in 
Northern Virginia.

“The chefs have been nice and 
they seem interested in learning 
more about us,” Hilary said. “And 
they’re relieved to know the butter 
will keep coming.”

Animal Farm Creamery butter 
can also be purchased online 
through Saxelby Cheesemongers, 
and occasionally in Vermont at the 
Dedalus wine shops in Burlington 
and Stowe.

It typically retails for about $60 
a pound.
SUCCESSION

“I’m really excited about this,” 
St. Clair said. “Farmers are aging 
out, and it’s difficult in areas like 
dairy to pass it along. Without a 
family to take over, dairy farmers 
just stop. They sell their cows, they 
sell their equipment, and that’s it.”

St. Clair began with just three 
cows, she said, and she was the 
only one doing the farming.

Even at its height, before the 
pandemic, the Animal Farm herd 
has stayed at a dozen or so cows.

“This is a little business, but it’s 
a powerful business because the 
model I created maximizes the 
time on the farm and minimizes 
marketing,” St. Clair said. 
“Marketing is what kills young 
farmers.”

When she began in 2000, St. 
Clair knew she couldn’t make it 
producing butter for $4 a pound 
and then on top of that having to 
call stores every week and sell at 
farmers markets.

Her strategy, she said, was to 
get a few restaurants to commit to 

buying a certain amount of butter 
every week.

“I said, ‘I can’t turn the cows off 
for the week that you don’t want 
butter.’”

Paving the way for the Haighs 
to continue those relationships is a 
big part of what makes passing the 
torch possible.

“I told Hilary and Ben I would 
do my best to pass the accounts 
along,” St. Clair said. “As for you,” 
St. Clair told the Haighs, “you have 
to prove you can do this.”

It will take a while to 
understand the processing end of 
it, but the most challenging part 

will be the farming.
“The breeding, the nutrition — 

this all affects the milk quality,” St. 
Clair said. “They understand that. 
Hilary and Ben are grass-based 
already and they have the same 
approach to animal husbandry as 
I do.

“They will make mistakes,” she 
continued. “We all do. But they’re 
willing to ask for help.”

And St. Clair has been very 
responsive, Hilary Haigh said. 
“Diane has been a constant source 
of support and encouragement.”

In a few months, as the cows’ 
diets begin to change, St. Clair will 

work with the Haighs some more.
“They’re not done with me yet,” 

she said.
In the meantime, St. Clair is 

happy her operation will stay local 
and that her cows will stay together 
as one little family.

“And they live nearby, so I 
can go over and scratch the cows 
whenever I want.”

For more information about 
Animal Farm Creamery visit 
animalfarmcreamery.com.

Reach Christopher 
Ross at christopherr@
addisonindependent.com.

MONTPELIER, — The League 
of Women Voters of Vermont 
Education Fund is now accepting 
applications for its Winona Smith 
Scholarship program. Created in 
1998 to honor the legacy of League 
leader Winona Smith, the scholarship 
is awarded annually to local high 
school seniors who embody the 
characteristics and qualities Smith 
displayed of civic participation and 
community service.

Four $1,500 scholarships will be 
awarded to students who demonstrate 
financial need and scholastic 
achievement, and come highly 
recommended by their teacher. 
Scholarship details can be found at: 
bit.ly/LWVScholarshipDetails.

Applications, due on May 1, 
can be completed online at bit.ly/
lwvScholarship.

Students need to submit two 
essays (500 words), one on issues 
concerning voting rights, and the 
other on the impact of a recent 
civic, national or world event. A 
letter of recommendation from 
a teacher is also required, bit.ly/
LWVTeacherRec.

The scholarship can be applied 
towards continuation of education in 
an accredited vocational-technical 
or trade school or two- or four-year 
college or university. Scholarship 
recipients will be announced on 
June 1.

Last year, LWV scholarships were 
awarded to students from Winooski, 
Burr and Burton Academy, Otter 
Valley and Missisquoi Valley union 
high schools. Questions can be 
directed to Becky Miller, lwvofvt.
edfund@gmail.com.

The League of
Woman Voters
announce
scholarships

ADDISON  COUNTY

School Briefs
Northern Vermont University 

has released its list of academic 
awardees for the fall 2021 
semester. A number of Addison 
County students made the list, 
including:

Dean’s list (between a 3.50 and 
3.99 semester average)

Bridport: Rory Conroy and 
Augusta Moore.

Bristol: Patrick Marcotullio.
Granville: Lauren Burg.
President’s list (4.00 semester 

average)
Bristol: Oliver Cole.
Ferrisburgh: Luke Bergmans 

and  Sarah Perrotte.
Middlebury: Halie Gates.
New Haven: Julie Bessette.
Starksboro: Amie Whitcomb.

DIANE ST. CLAIR, right, chats with Hilary and Ben Haigh, and their son Emmet, at Rolling Bale Farm 
in Shoreham on Monday. The Haighs purchased St. Clair’s Animal Farm Butter business and herd of 
Jerseys.

Independent photo/Steve James

A JERSEY COW named Diva gets a scratch under the chin from her former owner, Orwell’s Diane St. 
Clair, who recently sold her very small heard and her butter business. The cows are at a nearby farm in 
Shoreham where she can come see the ladies.

Independent photo/Steve James
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request of producers, said VMSMA 
Communications Director Cory 
Ayotte — not because they wanted 
to make up for time they lost during 
the pandemic.

“They had been asking for this 
for a couple of years pre-COVID,” 
Ayotte explained. “First, they 
figured we were already spending 
all this money on marketing, why 
not add another weekend and see 
what happens?”

Second: As small as Vermont 
is, it has a lot of microclimates 
that affect production cycles in 
different ways.

“Some producers were boiling 
during open house weekend, but 
others were just getting started, 
while others were maybe closer to 
the end of their seasons,” Ayotte 
said.

Adding a second weekend gives 
those producers more flexibility. 
They can participate in the first or 
the second or both.

It also gives Vermonters more 
chances to get out and visit their 
local sugarmakers.

The VMSMA is compiling a 
list — and map — of this year’s 
participating producers. To learn 
more, see the map and find out 
what sugarhouses were added for 
the second weekend, head online 
to vermontmaple.org/mohw.

As of Wednesday morning 
the following Addison County 
operations were listed as 
participants:

Bread Loaf View Farm, 
486 Cider Mill Rd., Cornwall; 
Saturdays and Sundays 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m. 

• sample fresh maple syrup hot 
from the pan.

• buy a jug and bottle your own.
• enjoy coffee, maple cream 

donuts and other products.
• take sugarbush tours and a 

museum featuring maple artifacts 
and hands-on demonstrations.

Irish Hill Maple Products, 99 

Swinton Rd., Bridport; Saturdays 
and Sundays 1-4 p.m.

• sugarhouse tours.
• fried bread dough with maple 

syrup.
Solar Sweet Maple Farm, 3841 

South Lincoln Rd., Lincoln.
Sunset Sugar Shack, 18 

Shoreham Depot Rd., Orwell; 
Saturdays and Sundays, 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m.

• tours, sampling and visiting.
Other producers may also be 

participating or hosting their own 
events. The VMSMA encourages 
Vermonters to call their favorite 
sugarmakers to see if they’re 
open to having guests — even if 
they’re not during the open house 
weekends.

Vermont Trade Winds Farm 
(884 Rt. 74 E, Shoreham) will host 
its annual pancake breakfast during 
the second open house weekend—
on Saturday, March 26.

The “Ol’ Time Maple Sap Boiling 
& Maple Pancake Breakfast” runs 

from 8 a.m. to noon, with all-you-
can-eat pancakes, fresh maple 
syrup, sausage, homemade fries, 
coffee and juice. $9 for adults, $7 
for children.

Horse-drawn wagon rides will 
be available from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
the same day.

The sugaring season at Vermont 
Trade Winds Farm got off to a slow 
start this year because of the cold 
weather, but to date sugarmaker 

Tim Hescock has produced about 
one-third of the operation’s 
output, said Loraine Hescock on 
Wednesday. 

Acknowledging the 
unpredictability of the ongoing 
pandemic, the Vermont Maple 
Sugar Makers’ Association is 
keeping tabs on local public health 
conditions.

“Like everything else these last 
two years, we’re remaining flexible 

in our plans and open to the idea 
that we might need to cancel 
activities that invite visitors to 
inside spaces,” the associate said 
on its website.

If you’re wondering what to do 
with the gallon or three of maple 
syrup you end up purchasing this 
year, check out the VMSMA’s 
online recipe page for some great 
ideas: vermontmaple.org/recipes.

Maple syrup
(Continued from Page 1A)

TIM HESCOCK OF Vermont Trade Wind Farm in Shoreham adds another log to his wood-fired maple 
evaporator on Tuesday. The Hescocks will hold their annual pancake breakfast on March 26, during the 
second weekend of Vermont Maple Open House.

Independent photo/Steve James

KENN HASTINGS, WHO manages the maple operation at Bread Loaf View Farm in Cornwall, monitors 
the production process earlier this week. Bread Loaf will host visitors during the annual Maple Open 
House this year, which has been expanded to two weekends.

Independent photo/Steve James

LOCAL SUGARMAKERS REPORT that maple season got off to a slow start because of the cold weather, 
but things are in full swing now. Tim Hescock, left, adds fuel to the fire. Right: New syrup waits to be 
filtered.

Independent photos/Steve James

GOSHEN BEEKEEPER, SUGARMAKER and co-founder of the Republic of Vermont sustainable 
agriculture business Ethan West turns his attention from honey to organic maple syrup production this 
time of year.

Independent photo/Steve James

SAMPLE BOTTLES OF maple syrup catch the light from a window in an Addison County sugarhouse 
this week.

Independent photo/Steve James
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170
Super Pocketed Coil™ Springs
The gold standard in undisturbed 
rest.

All Simmons® mattresses are built 
so well you never have to flip them

for the life of the mattress.

   

MAUI™
MEDIUM

      Twin Set ...... $849
     Full Set ........... $949
      Queen Set ........... $995
   King Set ............... $1399

If  you’re not sleeping,  
maybe you’re doing it wrong.
Simmons Beautyrests are designed to bring you better quality sleep – 
so you’ll have more energy the next day.

   
      Twin Set ...... $895
     Full Set ......... $1095
      Queen Set ......... $1299
   King Set ............... $1699

CAYMAN™
EXTRA FIRM

  

L-CLASS™
PLUSH

      
     Twin XL Set ... $2049
    Full Set ............ $2399
   Queen Set ............ $2499
 King Set ................. $3099

  

L-CLASS™
EXTRA FIRM

    
       Twin XL Set ... $1749
    Full Set ............ $2099
    Queen Set ........... $2199  
King Set ................. $2799

  

L-CLASS™
MEDIUM PILLOW TOP

    
     Twin XL Set ... $2349
    Full Set ............ $2699
    Queen Set ........... $2799
  King Set ................ $3399

  

C-CLASS™
PLUSH

      Twin Set .... $2599
     Full Set ......... $2899
      Queen Set ......... $3099
   King Set ............... $4199

  

C-CLASS™
MEDIUM

    
      Twin XL Set .. $2599
   Full Set ........... $2899
      Queen Set ......... $3199
   King Set ............... $4199

1-800-261-WOOD
802-388-6297

• FREE Delivery
• FREE Set-up
• FREE Removal

    www.woodwarevt.com 

FREE
DELIVERY

Route 7 South • Middlebury VT       
Hours: Monday-Saturday 9-5, Closed Sundays

OPEN TUESDAY-FRIDAY 7AM-3PM, SATURDAY 7AM-2PM
51 OSSIE ROAD    EAST MIDDLEBURY, VT    802-989-7200

Try Otter East’s chili!
Plus soups, sandwiches & more!

$5 tickets to the event
can also be purchased
at Otter East or
Otter Creek Bakery

Call 802-989-7220
OR email order inquiries
to info@ottereast.com

Try our chili at the Middlebury Invitational
Chili Cookoff Saturday, March 26 11-3pm

American Legion, Middlebury.

By JOHN FLOWERS
SALISBURY — Longtime 

Addison Central School District 
educator Bjarki Sears has been 
named the next principal of the 
Salisbury Community School.

Sears will succeed veteran 
Principal Fernanda Canales on July 
1. Canales will retire after 16 years 
helming the Salisbury School (see 
story on Page 1A).

Sears is currently a Middlebury 
Union High School social studies 
teacher. His varied responsibilities 
have included social studies 
department coordinator (2010-
2020) and service on the MUHS 

Commencement, Scheduling and 
National Honor Society Selection 
committees. 

He previously served as a 
paraeducator at both Mary Hogan 
Elementary School in Middlebury 
and at Twinfield Union School in 
Marshfield. Sears’ time at Mary 
Hogan included work at the school’s 
Success Center, a program for 
children experiencing emotional 
difficulties.

“I am super excited about the 
opportunity, and feel honored to 
become the principal of Salisbury 
Community School,” Sears told 
the Independent. “It is a school 

with a wonderful staff; one that 
has benefitted from the exemplary 
leadership of Fernanda Canales. 
In my school visit, I was struck 
by the warmth and structure of the 
environment, and I look forward to 
facilitating not just the continuation 
of good work and strong systems but 
also working closely with the staff, 
community and students to identify 
ways in which we want to continue 
to grow. One of my primary goals is 
to engage the community — to really 
re-solidify the connections between 
the school and the community 
after two years of COVID-created 
distance and boundaries.”

The Independent will conduct a 
more thorough interview with Sears 
closer to his Salisbury starting date.

ACSD Superintendent Peter 
Burrows announced Sears’ 
appointment in a March 9 email.

“Bjarki is well known throughout 
our community for his passion 
for learning, his leadership, and 
his commitment to being student-
centered in all facets of his life,” 
Burrows said. “Bjarki is incredibly 
excited to get started in his new 
leadership role, to get to know the 
Salisbury community more deeply, 
and continue the great work that all 
are engaged in.”

Sears named next Salisbury School principal
she said during a recent interview 
in a principal’s office replete 
with drawings and crafts given to 
her by some of her biggest fans: 
the legions of children that have 
benefitted from her educational 
stewardship, constant words of 
encouragement and the occasional 
hug.

Her retirement will come this 
June after a worldwide odyssey. 

Canales was born in Argentina to 
a Chilean couple. She arrived in the 
U.S. at age 14 with no knowledge 
of English. Undaunted, she jumped 
into the deep end of the language 
pool — a school in Ohio where no 
one spoke Spanish.

“It was quite challenging,” she 
said of her introduction to eighth 
grade.

Canales barely had time to 
unpack her bags before her family 
received new marching orders — 
to Tehran, Iran, where they would 
spend the next two years. It was 
there, ironically, that she improved 
her English skills while witnessing 
the beginnings of a revolution that 
would see Shah Mohammad Reza 
Pahlavi of Iran overthrown and 
replaced by the Ayatollah Ruhollah 
Khomeini.

“We left nine months before the 
(1979) revolution,” she said. “My 
graduating class from Iran all had 
to be evacuated.”

She and her folks landed in 
Massachusetts, where Canales 
would attend Boston College. After 
toying with the idea of becoming 
an architect, she decided to pursue 
a career in teaching. She earned 
a bachelor’s degree in education 
from BC, and then a master’s from 
Antioch University New England 
in Keene, N.H.

While at BC, she worked 
summers at the Walker School 
in Waltham, Mass., helping 
boys diagnosed with emotional 
problems.

“I experienced the difficulties of 
being a non-English speaker in a 
school,” she said. “From very early 
on, I was leaning toward helping 
kids with challenges.”

Along the way, she met her 
future husband, Chad Chamberlain, 
a fellow educator and former 
wilderness instructor who yearned 
for a more rustic life experience. 
He’d purchased land in Goshen in 
1983 with the idea of settling there 
someday.

And “someday” came in 1988, 
when the young couple made the 
big move.

“I was a total city girl,” Canales 
chuckled. “I didn’t know what a 
cucumber plant looked like until I 
was 21 years old. I had no idea how 
they grew.”

But she’s a quick learner. Just as 
she was thrust into an all-English 
school years before, she had to 
learn homesteading on the fly — 
and for long stretches with just her 
and the couple’s baby daughter. 
Chad needed to serve out a final 
year on his teaching contract in 
Massachusetts, so he’d leave 
Monday nights for Massachusetts 

and return home to Goshen 
Thursday nights.

“Our ‘dates’ were clearing the 
land and getting the cabin built 
very roughly,” Canales said.

 “I think back to that time very 
fondly.”

She began her career as a 
Vermont educator in 1990, as a 
librarian at Sudbury Elementary. 
It’s a role that soon expanded to 
include a grade 3/4 teaching gig. 
The local school board liked her 
work, to the extent they promoted 
her to teacher-administrator at what 
was a three-room schoolhouse.

She threw herself into her work, 
and became smitten with the small-
school aura and dynamic.

“There’s a sense of community in 
(rural schools) that’s so powerful,” 
she said. “You really see the fruits 
of your labor. You can enjoy the 
impact that you have and the 
positive impact you can make.”

Though Canales was still 
enjoying her Sudbury School 
duties, she decided to test the 
job market during her 16th year 
there. Her dual role at Sudbury 
was yielding only part-time (80% 
FTE) pay. And it was becoming 
increasingly likely that declining 
student enrollment would force the 
town to close its school and merge 
with nearby Leicester and Whiting.

Since Canales was the junior 
teacher at Sudbury School, she was 
at most risk for being laid off in a 
school consolidation.

One career door seemed poised 
to close. But that’s when another 
door opened: At Salisbury School. 
Canales successfully applied for 
the principal’s job during the 
spring of 2006. Receiving the job 
offer was a highlight of her life, 
though the news came the day after 
one of the worst days of her life: 
A fire that ravaged her family’s 
Goshen home.

“Our family was homeless, 
we were staying with friends, 
and I was looking through a bag 
of donated clothing for me to 
wear, really struggling,” Canales 
recalled. “Then the call came. I was 
thinking, ‘How can I decide this? I 
can’t even decide what (clothes) to 
put on today.’”

She went on a walk with her 
husband to clear her head and 

take new stock in her professional 
future.

“My husband said, ‘All the 
reasons you wanted this job in 
the first place are still there; the 
(homeless) situation we are in is 
temporary.’” Canales said of her 
spouse’s advice.

She took that advice, and has 
never regretted it.

Oh, it was a challenge at first. 
Fernanda and Chad had to rebuild 
from the house fire, and by this 
time had two young children. They 
sought shelter at four different 
venues — including a hotel — from 
April through the end of November 
of 2006. Fittingly, they finally got 
back into their amply renovated 
home around Thanksgiving.
CONTINUITY & TRUST

Canales immediately took to the 
Salisbury School, and resolved to 
make it another long-term stay, akin 
to her Sudbury experience. After 
all, longevity builds continuity, 
trust and relationships. She believes 
it takes five years to establish a 
meaningful footprint in a job.

“By staying, I could build some 
strong relationships that develop 
trust and understanding,” she 
explained. “That’s the beauty of 
this school right now. We have gone 
through much together and we have 
a level of knowing one another. My 
families know me and I know my 
families. The staff knows each other, 
and we support each other. Being 

16 years in this school helped me 
develop those strong relationships 
and really take our work forward. 
We could take risks and try things 
that were significant.”

Among the significant changes: 
The ACSD’s transition to the 
International Baccalaureate 
program. Canales was — and still 
is — a big fan of the curriculum and 
its ability to make children lifelong 
learners plugged into a global 
community.

She could have never 
imagined having to lead a school 
community through a two-year-old 
COVID-19 pandemic that has yet 
to be extinguished. But she, her 
colleagues and the students are still 
standing.

Canales will leave Salisbury 
School with the ACSD at a 
crossroads. With declining 
enrollment and rising school costs, 
district officials must decide which 
ACSD buildings deserve ongoing 
investment and which should be 
shuttered. The town of Ripton is 
withdrawing from the ACSD in an 
effort to protect its tiny elementary 
school from potential closure in the 
future.

Salisbury School isn’t immune 
to the demographic shift. It 
consistently served around 100 
students until about two years ago, 
when enrollment dipped into the 
80s. The school currently counts 61 
children through grade 5. Salisbury 

and the six other ACSD elementary 
schools took a big population hit 
last fall with the transition of all 
sixth-graders to Middlebury Union 
Middle School.

“We’re at our lowest (student 
count) since I’ve been here,” 
Canales said.

The ASCD board is facing some 
unenviable decisions, she noted.

“People feel really strongly about 
what they think needs to happen,” 
she said. “I really don’t have the 
solution and I don’t think any 
solution is going to make everyone 
happy. But I do think we need to 
keep an eye on what the kids and 
the families need, and the best way 
to offer that.”

Fernanda Canales is a young 
61, and she wants you to know 
that she’s not leaving Salisbury 
School because she’s “burned out.” 
It’s because she believes she has 
more of herself to give in different 
arenas where her considerable skills 
— compassion, intelligence and 
command of two languages — are in 
demand. One of her goals: To assist 
the county’s migrant community, to 
build bridges between non-English 
speakers and Vermonters.

“I have a bucket list that’s very 
long and an appreciation for the 
fact that life is finite,” she said. “I’m 
also interested in working part-time 
in something else that is using some 
of my other skills that this job hasn’t 
required. Ideas are already coming 

to me. It’s really quite lovely to 
think it’s not a blank slate.”

Along with helping others, 
Canales wants to spend more time 
with her two young grandchildren 
and embark on new adventures 
with her husband. That will most 
certainly involve a vehicle with a 
vintage teardrop camper in tow.

“It’s our hope to travel through 
the country,” she said, beaming. 
“I want to see every national park. 
There are places I haven’t visited 
yet, and there’s so much natural 
beauty out there.”

Plenty of folks have been 
spending a lot of time lately 
thanking Canales for her service to 
Salisbury School.

“Fernanda has been such a 
heartfelt, strong leader for Salisbury 
Community School,” said ACSD 
Superintendent Peter Burrows. 
“She is beloved in her community 
for leading with compassion and 
integrity, and it’s hard to imagine 
Salisbury School without her there. 
Her impact runs deep. I will miss 
so many things about her, and am 
so thrilled that she now has more 
time to explore the world with her 
husband, Chad, and spend time 
with her grandchildren.”

The change of scenery will be 
difficult, at first.

“Not seeing children on a daily 
basis will be hard,” Canales said.

Leading a school, she added, “is 
really a life, not a job.”

Canales 
(Continued from Page 1A)

LONGTIME SALISBURY 
COMMUNITY School Principal 
Fernanda Canales, shown outside 
the school with the old school 
bell, is stepping down this June 
to embark on new adventures.

Independent photo/John Flowers
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3.3k Prologue
Friday, March 18th

10k Classic 
Mass Start
Saturday, March 19th

Snow Bowl 
Hill Climb
Sunday, March 20th

Race 1, 2, Race 1, 2, Race 1, 2, 
  or 3 days!  or 3 days!  or 3 days!  or 3 days!

VERMONT GRAND PRIX

  $2400 cash   $2400 cash 
  prize purse  prize purse

Rikertgrandprix.com
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Relief drive
(Continued from Page 1A)

Bratko currently serves as 
assistant principal of Summit Hill 
Junior High School in Frankfort, a 
position he’s held for the past year.

Before that he taught 
sixth-grade science 
in Villa Park, Ill., for 
eight years. Both towns 
are in west suburban 
Chicago.

“During the 
interview process, I 
saw and felt all of the 
things that make Bristol 
Elementary School a 
special place,” Bratko 
said in the media 
release.  “It is an honor 
to join the school as 
the new principal and 
I am looking forward 
to moving with my 
wife and 9-month-old 
son to start the next 
chapter of our lives in 
the beautiful state of Vermont.”

Bratko was chosen from a pool 
of nine applicants, including 
two other finalists — Joshua 
Tebo of Shawano, Wisc., and 

Justin Bouvier of Bristol, who is 
currently the assistant principal of 
Mount Abraham Union Middle/
High School.

MAUSD began the principal 
search in January 
with an online survey 
seeking input from 
the community about 
what characteristics it 
would most like to see 
in a new administrator. 
High among the survey 
results was the hope 
that the next principal 
could make a long-
term commitment to 
the school, Reen told 
the Independent earlier 
this month.

Bristol Elementary 
has struggled to retain 
its top administrators 
in recent years. Bratko 
will be the fourth BES 
principal since the 

2018-19 school year. 
The Independent will provide 

more in-depth coverage of the 
BES principal transition in a future 
edition.

JOHN BRATKO, A middle school assistant principal in Frankfort, 
Ill., was hired to be the next principal of Bristol Elementary School. 
Pictured here with his dog Tess, Bratko will take over from outgoing 
Interim Principal David Wells on July 1.

Photo courtesy of Mount Abraham Unified School District

BES principal
(Continued from Page 1A)

It is an honor to 
join the school 
as the new 
principal and 
I am looking 
forward to 
moving with 
my wife and 
9-month-old 
son to start the 
next chapter of 
our lives in the 
beautiful state 
of Vermont.”

— John Bratko

THREE MIDDLEBURY UNION Middle School students have organized a raffle to raise money for 
Ukrainian children suffering through the Russian military invasion of their country. Pictured here are, left 
to right, seventh-graders Isabel Quinn, Julia Morrissey and Kate Kozak, together with MUMS Principal 
Michael Dudek.

Independent photo/John Flowers

decided — without prompting — to 
help Ukrainian children suffering 
through the Russian invasion of 
their homeland.

It was a few weeks ago that 
MUMS seventh-graders Isabel 
Quinn, Julia Morrissey and Kate 
Kozak were drawing in art class 
when collegial chatter turned to 
Ukraine. Television and social 
media have been plastered with 
the haunting images of bombed-
out buildings and fleeing refugees 
since Russian forces invaded their 
eastern European neighbor on Feb. 
24.

“It was scary and really sad to 
hear all the stories on the news,” 
Morrissey said. “My parents would 
talk about it sometimes, too. It 
made me want to do something.”

The three classmates resolved to 
coordinate a raffle, through which 
supporters could buy tickets to 
qualify for baskets of neat gifts 
donated by local businesses. 
Proceeds, they decided, would 
go to UNICEF, an international 
organization that “works in more 
than 190 countries and territories 
to save children’s lives, to defend 
their rights, and help them 
fulfill their potential, from early 
childhood through adolescence,” 
according to its website. UNICEF 
has established a specific fund to 
provide Ukrainian children with 
safe water, nutrition, healthcare, 
education and protection during 
this time of immense strife.

Quinn, Morrissey and Kozak 
decided a raffle could become 
a local engine for donations to 
the UNICEF fund for Ukrainian 
children. It can be found at tinyurl.
com/jwtmbxzx. Only 3% of 
donations go to administrative 
costs, according to the website.

Around 3 million Ukrainians 
had fled their wartorn country as 
of Wednesday, and half of those 
new refugees are children. That 
stat stood out to the three MUMS 
students.

“We want to reach out to them,” 
Quinn said. “We’re aiming to help 
the children more, just because we 
can kind of connect with them.”

The cause is particularly near 
and dear to Kozak’s heart. She’s 
half Ukrainian.

“I think it’s the right thing to 
do, and it’s important to help,” 

she said. Kozak is unaware of any 
distant family members who might 
be in harm’s way.

The students brought their 
“aid for Ukrainian children” idea 
to MUMS officials, including 
Principal Michael Dudek and 
seventh-grade Counselor Darcey 
Wijsenbeek. The two adults gave 
them a few pointers 
on how to organize 
the raffle — beginning 
with soliciting donated 
items from area 
businesses to go into 
what will be a handful 
of prize baskets.

The trio crafted 
an email and 
sent it to 45 area 
enterprises, including 
restaurants, stores 
and manufacturers. 
They were pleased 
to report on Tuesday 
that 13 businesses 
had responded to the 
call, including Fire & 
Ice Restaurant, Route 
7 Sandwich Co., 
Middlebury Fitness 
and Vermont Book Shop. Quinn, 
Morrissey and Kozak want to 
receive all the basket gifts by 
March 25, for a raffle drawing 
slated for April 15.

Participating businesses have 
generously provided gift cards, 
clothing, tote bags, yoga classes, 

gym memberships and other items.
Meanwhile, the girls have 

drawn up a price list for raffle 
tickets: one ticket for $2, three for 
$5, seven for $10, fifteen for $20 
and 100 tickets for $100. While 
the young organizers originally 
envisioned the raffle as being 
MUMS-centered, they now realize 

their effort will likely 
have broader appeal. 
Raffle tickets can be 
purchased through 
MUMS students and 
employees, but they’ll 
also be for sale at 
the Vermont Book 
Shop and the MUMS 
administrative office. 
Organizers are hoping 
other area businesses 
will offer to sell 
tickets. People can 
write checks out to 
MUMS, specifying the 
“Ukraine basket raffle” 
in the subject line.

And of course 
Quinn, Morrissey 
and Kozak will be 
circulating through 

the MUMS building during lunch 
and free time to offer raffle ticket 
purchases to fellow students and 
their teachers.

How much Ukraine aid will the 
raffle generate? The terrific trio 
isn’t sure, but they’re hoping it 
runs into the thousands.

Every dollar counts.
“I was thinking about ‘What if 

this were happening to me, if I were 
one of the children in the Ukraine, 
how hard and scary that would 
be?’” Morrissey said. “Living, and 
then a bomb is dropped on your 
house, or your cousin died because 
of something that happened where 
they are. It would be really hard, so 
I want to help them. Even though it 
can’t be that much, there are things 
we can do.”

“It’s been shocking hearing 
everything on the news,” Quinn 
chimed in. “Usually we think of 
wars as ‘the past.’”

Dudek is understandably proud 
of his students.

“I’m overwhelmed with the 
amount of organization these three 
young ladies have put into it,” he 
said. “They’ve drafted the emails, 
they contacted all the businesses 
themselves. It’s really their plan, 
and I’m giving them agency on 
where they’d like this to go.”

Vermonters in general have 
been rallying behind the plight of 
Ukraine’s children. At a candlelight 
vigil on Tuesday, Gov. Phil Scott 
signed bill H.717, an “act relating to 
providing humanitarian assistance 
to the people of Ukraine.” Scott 
confirmed more than $640,000 of 
the aid will go to Save the Children, 
a humanitarian organization 
dedicated to supporting children 
around the globe.

“I was thinking 
about ‘What 
if this were 
happening to 
me, if I were 
one of the 
children in 
the Ukraine, 
how hard and 
scary that 
would be?’ … 
It would be 
really hard, so 
I want to help 
them.”
— Julia Morrissey
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HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS
Boys’ Basketball

Division III Playoffs In Barre
3/10 #1 Winooski vs #4 VUHS ..64-41
3/13 #2 Hazen vs Winooski .......37-34

COLLEGE SPORTS
Women’s Hockey

NCAA D-III Tournament
3/12 Midd vs Endicott ....................4-0

Women’s Lacrosse
3/12 Midd vs Conn ......................14-6
3/13 Midd vs Babson ...................16-5

Men’s Lacrosse
3/11 Midd vs Conn ....................12-10
3/13 RPI vs Midd .......................16-11

Softball
3/13 Midd at King’s Coll ......Canceled

Baseball
Midd vs RPI ...................................8-5
Midd vs RPI .................................11-0
3/15 Bard vs Midd .........................6-4

ScheduleSchedule
COLLEGE SPORTS
Women’s Hockey

NCAA D-III Tournament
Final Four at Midd

3/18 Midd vs Elmira ................... 7 PM
3/18 Plattsburgh vs G. Adolphus 3 PM
319 Final ................................... 7 PM

Women’s Lacrosse
3/19 Trinity at Midd .................... Noon
3/22 Midd at York ...................... 4 PM
3/24 Midd at TCNJ .................... 4 PM
3/26 Midd at Bates .................... Noon
3/27 Plymouth St. at Midd ......... 1 PM

Men’s Lacrosse
3/19 Midd at Trinity .................... 1 PM
3/22 Midd at Union ......................TBA
3/26 Bates at Midd .................... 1 PM

Softball In FLA
3/19 Midd vs S. Maine ...........9:45 AM
3/19 Midd vs St. J-Brooklyn ...... Noon
3/20 Midd vs Grinnell ........... 1:30 PM
3/20 Midd vs Wellesley ............. 4 PM
3/21 Midd vs Wash & Jefferson 11 AM
3/21 Midd vs Kalamazoo ...... 1:15 PM
3/23 Midd vs Wis-Whitewater 9:15 AM
3/23 Midd vs Chicago ..........11:15 AM
3/24 Midd vs Union ..................10 AM
3/24 Midd vs Allegheny ...... 12:15 PM
3/25 Midd vs Lawrence ............10 AM
3/25 Midd vs Carleton .......... 1:15 PM

Baseball In FLA
3/19 Midd vs Muhlenberg (2) ......TBA
3/20 Midd vs Johns Hopkins .......TBA
3/21 Midd vs Wis-La Crosse .......TBA
3/23 Midd vs Bowdoin .................TBA
3/25 Midd vs Trinity .....................TBA
3/26 Midd vs Trinity .....................TBA
3/26 Midd vs St. Olaf ...................TBA
Given rapidly changing schedules those 

interested in attending or viewing events 
are advised to check school websites for 
the latest updates. 

Panther pastimers: local 
baseball, once again!

Sports (Mostly)
KARL 

LINDHOLM

Understand there was always 
going to be baseball, even if the 
Big Boys had not ended 
their acrimonious 
standoff.

If I didn’t have the 
Red Sox game to fall 
asleep to summer 
nights this year, I still 
would have attended 
dozens of baseball 
games (and I might 
have even read a book 
or two!). 

I would have gone 
to Lake Monsters 
games at Centennial Field, and I 
would certainly have made trips to 
Worcester and Portland to watch 
minor league games. 

But most of all I would have 
attended as many Middlebury 

College games as I could get to, 
now that the college boys are 

playing again.
The snow may still be 

on the ground (as of this 
writing) but Middlebury 
is 2-1 early in this season 
after sweeping a double 
header at RPI last Friday 
and falling to Bard on 
Tuesday. 

This Friday, the 
Middlebury baseball 
team heads to Orlando 
for their annual spring 
break trip south. The 

week includes games against 
NESCAC opponents Bowdoin and 
Trinity, along with Muhlenberg, 
Johns Hopkins, and St. Olaf. 

In 2019, the last full season of 

PANTHER JUNIOR PITCHER Freddy Mosier, who was born in 
London and whose family lives there, played for the London Mets 
last summer as well as the British national team. Here, he delivers 
a pitch in Turin, Italy, in a game against Israel in the European 
Championship. 

Photo courtesy of Freddy Mosier

Spartans oust VUHS boys’ 
basketball in D-III semifinal
By ANDY KIRKALDY

BARRE — Top-seeded 
Winooski took charge in the 
second period and pulled away 
in the second half to knock off 
the No. 4 Vergennes Union High 
School boys’ basketball team, 
64-41, in a Thursday, March 10, 
Division III semifinal game at the 
Barre Auditorium. 

Winooski (21-2) advanced to 
Saturday’s final vs. No. 2 Hazen 
(18-4).

The VUHS Commodores 
finished a successful season at 
17-8, a record compiled against 
almost entirely D-II teams in the 
competitive Lake Division. They 
earned the program’s most wins 
and reached Barre for the first 
time since the program competed 

in D-II and won the championship 
in 2013.

The Spartans avenged a 67-64 
loss at VUHS on Feb. 26 by using a 
relentless full-court zone press and 
aggressive man-to-man defense. 
That forced the Commodores into 
an uncharacteristic 24 turnovers.

Winooski started strong, with 
speedy and talented guard Trevon 
Bradley scoring eight points as 
the Spartans took a 12-4 lead in 
the first four minutes. 

A combination of strong VUHS 
man defense and missed Spartan 
layups allowed VUHS to get 
back into the game as Winooski 
suffered a scoring drought. A 
Tyler Bergmans drive and an 
Abram Francis three that beat the 

COMMODORE ELIJAH DUPREY cuts between Spartans Trevon 
Bradley and Ayden Johnson during Thursday’s D-III semifinal in 
Barre. Duprey scored six points as No. 4 VUHS fell to No. 1 Winooski.

Independent photo/Steve James

COMMODORE ABRAM FRANCIS drives for a transition hoop early 
in the second quarter of Thursday’s Division III semifinal in Barre. 
His bucket pulled No. 4 VUHS to within two points of No. 1 Winooski, 
but the Spartans soon took charge in their 64-41 win. 

Independent photo/Steve James (See Commodores, Page 3B)

By ANDY KIRKALDY
MIDDLEBURY — The first 

two times the Middlebury 
College women’s hockey team 
met Endicott this season the 
Panthers had to rally to pull out 
2-1 wins. 

In Saturday’s NCAA Division 
III quarterfinal at Kenyon Arena, 
the Panthers — especially 
freshman forward Kylie Quinn, 
goalie Sophia Merageas, and 
defenders Claudia Vira, Eva 
Hendrikson and Sabrina Kim — 
wrote a different script. 

The story they penned lacked 
the drama of the first two games, 
and Endicott (19-5-1) launched 
about as many shots on Merageas, 
20, as the Gulls had in those two 
earlier meetings combined (21).

But after a bit of a slow start 
in which Merageas made two key 
saves, the 25-0 Panthers scored 
as many goals combined as they 
had in the first two games and 
cruised to a 4-0 victory. 

Quinlan scored three of 
those goals, all on rebounds, 
by following a game plan that 
Coach Bill Mandigo outlined and 
the Panthers worked on before 
Saturday’s game. Mandigo 

wanted more traffic in front of 
Gull goalie Micaela O’Brien, 
who excelled when the teams met 
previously.

“We changed the way we played 
against them. We had played 
them twice this year, and really 

two tight games, and we focused 
all week on people getting to the 
net,” Mandigo said in the post-
game press conference. “Thank 
goodness Kylie was at practice 
all week, because she got to the 

front of the net.”
Quinlan, whose three goals 

brought her total to eight, 
confirmed the game plan.

“It all starts on preparation 
throughout the week. We were 
really focusing on getting to the 

net,” Quinlan said. “But a lot 
of it is also a testament to my 
teammates, forechecking super 
hard … and also our defensemen 
getting it past the first person and 
getting it to the net. Whenever 
that happens you always have a 
chance.”

The Panther goalie made some 
key saves.

With the game scoreless in the 
eighth minute, Merageas used 
her glove to deflect a Samantha 
Fantasia shot from the left circle 
wide right. Then, with about 4:20 
left in the period and Middlebury 
nursing a 1-0 lead after Quinlan’s 
first goal, Merageas used her 
blocker to stone a Kat Keith 
breakaway, a play that seemed to 
give the Panthers more life. 

“We work on those in practice 
every day, focusing on the 
breakaway drills,” Merageas 
said. “I think ultimately it gave 
our team a little kind of boost that 

MIDWAY, Utah — The 
Middlebury College Nordic and 
alpine squads combined for a 10th-
place finish at the NCAA skiing 
championship with 209.5 points. 
Host Utah won the title with 
578 points, while the University 
of Vermont (511.5 points) and 
Denver (436.5 points) rounded out 
the top three teams.

Panther Nordic skier Peter 
Wolter earned two All-American 
honors for his efforts. On March 
10 at Soldier Hollow, Wolter 
earned his All-American laurel 
with an eighth-place finish in 
the 10-kilometer classic race in 
24:40.1. Also for Middlebury Sam 
Hodges placed 20th in 25:43 and 
Willson Moore was 23rd in 25:51. 

On the women’s side on March 
10, Charlotte Ogden took 13th in 
the 5K classic in 14:26.0. Also, 
Panther Avery Ellis was 32nd in 
15:20.6.

On March 12, Wolter earned a 
First-Team All-American nod by 
finishing fifth in the 20K freestyle 
in 43:15.8, one second behind 
the fourth-place finisher and less 
than two seconds out of third. 
Fifteen seconds spanned the top 
five finishers as Ben Ogden of 
UVM won in 43:00.5. Hodges and 
Moore were 31st (45:35.9) and 
32nd (45:36.8), respectively.

On the women’s side, Ogden was 
31st (41:49.7) in the 15K freestyle, 
and Ellis was 34th (43:10.9).

On the slopes on March 10 the 
men’s squad tied for fifth place 
in the giant slalom. Bradshaw 
Underhill paced the Panthers, 
finishing 11th in a field of 34 
racers with a two-run time of 
1:59.08. Justin Alkier was 15th in 
1:59.63, and Axel Bailey was 22nd 
in 2:00.18.  

On the women’s side, Lucia 
Bailey placed 14th with a 
combined clocking of 2:05.72. 
Mika-Anne Reha was 22nd in 
2:07.25. 

On March 11 the men’s squad 
finished seventh in the slalom, 
while the women were 10th.  

Justin Alkier used a big second 
run to move up seven places and 
finish 11th in 1:55.15. Underhill 
was 21st in 1:57.64, and Bailey 
was 29th overall in 2:23.46.

Reha led the women by taking 
23rd in 1:54.25. Bailey was 25th 
place in 1:58.29, and Sofia Yubero 
took 28th (2:28.41).

Panther skiers 
10th at NCAAs

PANTHER FRESHMAN KYLIE Quinlan and her teammates are all smiles as they skate back to their bench after Quinlan’s first goal on 
Saturday gave Middlebury a 1-0 lead over visiting Endicott in an NCAA quarterfinal. 

Independent photo/Steve James

Panther women’s hockey blanks Endicott Gulls

“I’ve told them all year long this is one 
of my favorite teams in all the years 
I’ve been here. They support each 
other. They like each other. They help 
each other. This is one of the happiest 
times I’ve had coaching.”

— Panther Coach Bill Mandigo

(See Hockey, Page 4B)

Middlebury moves to NCAA Final Four on home ice this Friday & Saturday
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99 Rt. 7 Salisbury, VT 
Open: W-F 2-5p.m. Sat 9a.m.-3p.m.

(802) 363-4388
Gift Certificates make a GREAT gift!

Nop Brothers & Sons 
Angus Beef

Farm Fresh & Local Meat
Large Selection of Prime Cuts
Our rates have stayed the same —

come check us out!
Visit us at our farm stand at

802-388-6888   •   VERMONTSUN.COM

Novice and advanced athletes alike marvel at the beauty of our courses 
and enjoy the mountains, lakes and streams of Central Vermont.

See our website for course maps, race details and registration.

5K,  10K  &  5K,  10K  &  HALF MARATHONHALF MARATHON

May 15, 2022May 15, 2022
Lake Lake Dunmore, Dunmore, 

VermontVermont

Middlebury baseball, the Panthers 
had a powerhouse team, winning 
26 games, losing in the NESCAC 
championship game to Tufts. In 
2020, after playing a three-game 
set in Texas against Southwestern 
University (winning two) in 
early March, the entire season, 
all spring sports, was called off 
and students went home in the 
pandemic lockdown (you no 
doubt well recall that time!).

Last spring, 2021, the league, 
NESCAC, allowed teams to play 
a condensed schedule of games, 
with no post-season tournament. 
The seniors on the Middlebury 
team largely chose to study 
remotely and graduate, having 
lost two years of intercollegiate 
play. 

The juniors, class of ’22, who 
got their feet wet in 2019, largely 
took the spring semester off in 
order to retain a year of eligibility, 
in the hope and expectation that 
the pandemic would abate, as it 
has. These players, still juniors, 
provide a veteran core on this 
year’s squad. 

Middlebury fi elded a team of 
inexperienced players last spring, 
fi rst years and sophomores, and 
played just eight games, winning 

two. No fans not immediately 
associated with the college 
allowed. When asked if it was 
a “lost season,” Coach Mike 
Leonard said, “It was and it 
wasn’t. 

“We had to reframe our goals 
to align with the circumstances. 
With only 15 players who were 
very inexperienced, winning 
took a backseat to long-term 
development and student-athlete 
welfare. In many ways it was 
a really special season. I am so 
proud of that group and the way 
they came together and grew 
throughout the season.”

Three members of the ill-fated 
but talented 2021 class have 
chosen to play this season as 
graduate students at Division I 
universities. Henry Strmecki, 
fi rst team All-NESCAC in 2019 
as a sophomore, is playing 
centerfi eld at the University of 
Dayton (7-5) and batting fourth 
in the line-up (.283 BA). Coach 
Leonard thinks he has a chance to 
be drafted and continue playing 
at the professional level.

Pitcher Mike Farinelli is in the 
rotation at Northwestern. In his 
most recent start, he went six 
innings in a 3-2 Northwestern 
win, giving up only two runs. 

Evan Stewart is at Fairleigh-
Dickinson University and has 
pitched in relief in four games; 
he has a 1.93 ERA. 

It will be fun to follow former 
Middlebury pitcher Colby Morris 
’19 as he pursues his professional 
career in the New York Mets 
organization. The NESCAC 
pitcher of the year in 2018, Colby 
pitched last summer, mostly in 
relief, with the High A Brooklyn 
Cyclones (2-1 in 27 appearances, 
4.11 ERA, 1.25 WHIP). He’s 
at Port St Lucie, Fla., in spring 
training now and hopes to 
ascend this summer to Double A 
Binghamton. 

A number of those members 
of the class of 2022, who took 
the semester off, found ways 
to improve their game in 2021 
— it is the “summer game” 
after all. Pitcher Alex Price 
(Ridgefi eld, Conn., Economics 

& Environmental Studies major) 
played for both the New Britain 
(Conn.) Bees of the Futures 
College Baseball League and also 
for the Falmouth Commodores of 
the Cape Cod League, generally 
acknowledged as the best of the 
summer collegiate leagues, at 
least in the East. 

“The Cape is where baseball 
dreams come true,” Price wrote 
recently in an email. “The talent 
and the atmosphere are truly 
special. My father played for 
Chatham back in the ’90s, so it 
has been my goal to get there ever 
since I was little.”

Outfi elder Alec Ritch 
(Kentfi eld, Calif., Economics) 
played in 54 games last summer 
for the New Britain Bees, batting 
leadoff (.254 BA) and playing 
right fi eld. His manager there 
was Panther football and baseball 
stalwart Donnie McKillop ’11. 

“It was the best summer of my 
life,” Alec said. “One of the best 
memories was playing in the 
All-Star Game hosted in New 
Britain. It meant a lot to me to be 
representing Middlebury while 
being surrounded by a ton of 
Division I talent.” 

Pitcher Freddy Mosier 
(Economics/German) enjoyed 
an international baseball 
experience. Freddy’s family 
resides in London: he was born 
and attended high school there. 
Last summer he played in the 
Hamptons League (Long Island) 
fi rst, then went home to play 
for the London Mets, who won 
the British championship. “I 
got to pitch the fi nal and won 
the post-season MVP, which 
was very exciting.” At the end 
of the summer, Freddy played 
for the British national team in 
the European Championship 
against France, Belgium, Israel, 
and the eventual champs, the 
Netherlands. 

George Goldstein (Westport, 
Conn., Political Science) spent 
15 months building up strength 
in his pitching arm after Tommy 
John surgery, eventually landing 
with the Lake Monsters for their 
championship run last August. 
Outfi elder Jack Stolper (Port 
Washington, N.Y., Sociology), 

Andrew Gough (Lake Forest, 
Ill., Philosophy), and catcher 
John Collins (New York, N.Y., 
Economics) all played for Glens 
Falls Dragons in the Perfect Game 
Collegiate Baseball League.

Alex Rosario (Windsor, Conn., 
Math) pitched for Simsbury 
Sabercats in the Connecticut 
Baseball League in 2020 and 
for New Britain of the FCBL in 
’21. Rosario pitched fi ve innings 
of shutout, one-hit ball in the 
Panthers’ win against RPI last 
Friday. 

Every preseason carries great 
excitement, but this spring it’s 
even more palpable than most. 
Coach Leonard had this to say 
about his team: “I’ve never been 
more confi dent in a team’s talent 
and its commitment to being great 
teammates. These relationships 
are important to our success. 
Every day, our players come to 
practice invested in ‘How do I 
get better?’”

Local baseball fans who have 
missed local baseball, put the 
weekends of April 16-17 and 
22-23 on your calendar now 
for NESCAC tripleheaders 
against Williams and Amherst, 
respectively. Home games!

See you at the ballpark, at last. 
Contact Karl Lindholm at 
lindholm@middlebury.edu.

ALEC RITCH, JUNIOR outfi elder for the Panthers, bats for the New 
Britain Bees (Conn.) against the Vermont Lake Monsters last July in 
the Futures College Baseball League. Ritch played in 54 games for 
New Britain last summer, batting leadoff and playing rightfi eld. 

Photo courtesy of Alec Ritch

ALEX ROSARIO FIRES a pitch in Middlebury’s 11-0 shutout of RPI 
last Friday. The junior pitched fi ve innings and gave up only one hit, 
getting the win. 

Photo courtesy of David Goldstein

MIDDLEBURY COLLEGE JUNIOR Alex Price winds up a pitch 
for the Falmouth Commodores against the Harwich Mariners in a 
Cape Cod League game last summer. For two seasons, many of the 
Middlebury College baseball players were constrained by COVID 
restrictions from playing on the college team, but found other ways 
to develop their skills and express their love of the game. 

Photo courtesy of Alex PriceLindholm 
(Continued from Page 1B)

WINSTON-SALEM, N.C. — 
At the NCAA Division III Indoor 
Track and Field Championships 
on March 11 and 12, a Middlebury 
College relay team and a Mount 
Abraham Union High School 
grad now competing for Bowdoin 
College all earned All-American 
honors.

Lydia Pitts, a New Haven 
native and 2018 Mount Abe grad, 
earned 4th place in the triple jump 
with at a jump of 39’ 2.5” in the 
meet in Winston-Salem, N.C. The 
Polar Bear senior also competed 
in the 60M hurdles in Winston-
Salem, where she fi nished 15th.

Finishing in fourth place for 
Middlebury was the women’s 
distance medley relay (DMR) 
team of Katelyn Pease, Michelle 
Louie, Nicole Johnson and Cassie 
Kearney. The DMR features four 
legs of different lengths: 400, 
800, 1200 and 1600 meters.

Pease in the 1,200-meter leg, 

Louie in the 400, and Johnson in 
the 800 kept the Panthers in the 
top eight, and Kearney moved up 
the Panthers to fourth in the 1,600 
with an overall fi nish in 11:44.93, 
the DMR group’s best time of the 
winter. The top eight teams were 
separated by only eight seconds. 

Also on March 11 Panther Kate 
Kenny competed in the women’s 
mile, fi nishing in 18th with a time 
of 5:08.97. 

On March 12 Panther Drew 
Donahue came in 12th in the 
men’s 3,000-meter race, clocking 
in at 8:27.41. 

Pitts, Panther quartet are indoor All-Americans

ESSEX — Three Middlebury 
Union High School seniors are 
set to take part in the 36th Rotary 
Bank All-Star Hockey Classic 
this Saturday at the Essex Skating 
Facility in Essex. 

Senior male and female 
standouts are selected from 
high schools across Vermont to 
participate in this event. MUHS 
forward Avery Gale was chosen 
to take the ice for the Austin 
Conference in the girls’ game, 
and Tiger defender Joey Niemo 
and goalie Eddie Hodde were 
picked to play for the Austin 
Conference in the boys’ game.

The girls are scheduled to take 
the ice at 4 p.m., with the boys’ 
faceoff to follow at 6 p.m. 

Tickets for the event are $10 
per person, and the price includes 
admission to both games. Tickets 
may be purchased at the gate or 
online at tinyurl.com/2p88cv6p.

The Essex Rotary Club uses all 
of the net proceeds from this event 
to support local food pantries, 
provide winter coats for children 
in need, and to back health and 
environmental initiatives locally 
and internationally. Please 
contact Jason Ruwet at 802-876-
7147 for more information.

Tigers to skate in all-star games

MIDDLEBURY — The 
Middlebury College women’s 
lacrosse team picked up a pair of 
road wins over the weekend to 
improve to 3-0. The Panthers were 
ranked No. 6 in last week’s NCAA 
Division III poll and will host 
NESCAC rival Trinity at noon this 
Saturday.

On this past Saturday, the 
Panthers blitzed host NESCAC foe 
Connecticut with a 9-0 fi rst quarter 
on the way to a 14-6 victory. 

Jane Earley scored three of her 
fi ve goals in the fi rst period to spark 
the Panthers, tying a career high 
she set in Middlebury’s opener. 
Lily Riseberg added two goals 

and three assists, and Madeline 
Riordan scored three times. Kylie 
Wilson led Middlebury with fi ve 
ground balls, and Panther goalie 
Annie Enrietto made three saves.

Aine Downey and Emily Yorn 
each scored twice for the Camels. 
Greta Panke controlled eight draws 
and Camel goalie Violette Nidds 
made 13 saves.

On Sunday, 10 Panthers scored 
in a 16-5 win at Babson (2-1). 
Although the Beavers scored 24 
seconds into the game, Middlebury 
quickly took charge and led by 5-1 
after the fi rst period. Earley scored 
three times in the opening quarter 
to spark the quick start. By halftime 

it was 7-2, and the Panthers pulled 
away from there.

Earley fi nished with four goals, 
while Grace Getman and Riseberg 
each scored twice and had an 
assist. Erin Nicholas score twice, 
caused three turnovers and scooped 
two ground balls, while Grace 
Mumford caused three turnovers 
and picked up three ground balls. 
Enrietto played most of the game, 
making one save and allowing four 
goals.

Courtney Kaskey led Babson 
with two goals, and goalie Kathleen 
Murphy made nine saves.

Women’s lax takes pair of road games

MARKET REPORT
ADDISON COUNTY

COMMISSION SALES
RT. 125 • EAST MIDDLEBURY, VT

Sales for 3/10 & 3/14, 2022
                        COST 
BEEF LBS. /LB $
Gosliga Farm 1880 .95 1786.00
M. Compagna 1570 .925 1452.25
Westminster 1700 .915 1555.50
Blue Spruce Farm 1755 .89 1561.95
Champlainside 995 .885 880.58
A. Brisson 1845 .86 1586.70
Deer Valley Farm 1530 .855 1308.15

                        COST 
CALVES LBS. /LB $
H. Sunderland 94 3.00 282.00
Vorsteveld Farm 85 3.00 255.00
Barnes Bros. 96 2.50 240.00
G. Beaudoin 95 2.00 190.00
Kayhart Bros. 101 1.80 181.80

Total # Beef: 133 Total # Calves: 194
We value our faithful customers.

Sales at 3 pm - Mon. & Thurs.
call 1-802-388-2661

DO YOU HAVE AN OPINION? SHARE IT WITH A LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Email it to: news@addisonindependent.com

Mount Abe grad jumps, Middlebury relay runs to 4th at NCAA meet
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Memorial Sports Center
296 Buttolph Drive • Middlebury, VT

802-388-1238
info@memorialsportscenter.org
MemorialSportsCenter.org

Upcoming Events

SKATE SHARPENING 
AVAILABLE

DURING ALL EVENTS

Thursday, March 17, 2022
Public Skating 9:00 am - 11:00 am

Monday, March 21, 2022
Stick & Puck 3:30 pm - 5:00pm

Tuesday, March 22, 2022 
Public Skating  9:00 am - 11:00 am

Stick & Puck 5:15 pm - 6:45pm

Wednesday March 23, 2022
Stick & Puck 3:30 pm - 5:00pm

Thursday, March 24, 2022
Public Skating  9:00 am - 11:00 am

Stick & Puck 3:30 pm - 5:00pm

Saturday March 26, 2022 
Public Skating  6:30 pm - 8:00pm

Sunday, March 27, 2022 
Public Skating 1:00 pm - 2:30pm

North Branch School
17th Annual Hockey Tournament 

a sincere thanks to our generous sponsors

Chris Smith 
A#1 Handyman

Doug Perkins

Certified organic by VOF

Ripton, Vermont

Webb & Sons 
Landscaping

SOUTH MOUNTAIN
COMPANY RESTORATION INC.

BRISTOL, VERMONT

SHEEHAN CONSTRUCTION, INC.
Custom Cabinets - Building

C R E S T W O O D 

Full Circle Vet

MIDDLEBURY — The 
Middlebury College men’s lacrosse 
team split two home games over 
the past weekend and stands at 1-2 
in the early going. The Panthers 
will visit NESCAC foe Trinity on 
Saturday. 

This past Friday, the Panthers 
prevailed in their home opener, 
12-10, by rallying past NESCAC 
adversary Connecticut. The 
Camels led, 8-6, early in the fourth 
quarter, but Middlebury outscored 
them the rest of the way, 6-2. 

Middlebury led, 4-2, early in 
the second quarter, but the Camels 
scored three straight to lead at the 
half, 5-4. Jack Sheehan knotted the 
game for Middlebury in the third 

period, but Camel goals by Aidan 
McAvoy and Jared Rainville made 
it 7-5. 

Henry Tarr’s fi rst Panther goal 
pulled the Panthers within one 
after three periods, but a McAvoy 
goal early in the fourth restored the 
Camels’ two-goal edge with 12:10 
to go in the game. 

Middlebury responded with a 
four-goal run over the next 8:20, 
capped by an 18-yard strike by 
Sheehan at 3:50. Camel Gus 
Mazzocca made it 10-9 at 2:38, 
and Connecticut won the faceoff. 

But the Panthers forced a turnover 
and cleared, leading to a Tom 
Conley strike from close range that 
put Middlebury back up by two.

The Camels again won the 
faceoff, and Rainville scored 
with 30 seconds left. This time 
Middlebury won the faceoff, and 
Gray Thomas made it 12-10 at 
0:11.  

Curtis paced the Panther attack 
with three goals and four assists. 
Sheehan scored three times, and 
Conley added two goals. Andrew 
Ng caused fi ve turnovers, while 

William Munroe won seven of 
11 faceoffs and collected six 
ground balls. Panther goalie Finn 
O’Connor made nine saves in a 
game moved from Saturday due to 
the weekend snowstorm.

Rainville fi nished with four goals 
and two assists for the Camels, 
while McAvoy chipped in three 
scores and an assist. Camel goalie 
Rice made 15 saves.

On Sunday, visiting Rensselaer 
improved to 6-0 by besting the 
Panthers, 14-11. RPI goalie Joseph 
Perry had a strong game with 23 

saves.  
The Engineers scored the only 

three goals in the opening quarter, 
but the Panthers bounced back to 
tie the score with three goals in 
the fi rst 2:53 of the second quarter, 
with Thomas knotting the game. 
The game was still tied at 5-5 when 
Engineer Connor Glosner scored 
three seconds before halftime.

RPI then outscored the Panthers 
by 6-2 in the third period to take 
a fi ve-goal lead into the fourth 
quarter. The closest Middlebury 
came down the stretch was at 13-

10 on a Will Zink strike with 5:10 
to go. 

William Ryan led the Panthers 
with three goals, and Finn 
Muldoon, Sheehan and Tyler 
Forbes each scored twice. Luke 
Simpson scooped six groundballs, 
Garrett Hawthorne went eight-
for-12 on faceoffs, and O’Connor 
made 12 saves.

Luke Murphy paced a balanced 
attack for the Engineers with three 
goals, while Trey Froelich and 
Angelo Venuto each had two goals 
and an assist. 

fi rst-quarter buzzer made it 12-9 
after one period. Tim Ashley hit a 
three-pointer 30 seconds into the 
second period to knot the score at 
12-12.

Winooski buckets in the paint 
by Sharias McIver and Daniel 
Surma took the lid off the basket 
for the Spartans, and Francis 
answered at 6:35 with a transition 
hoop. But that was the last VUHS 
basket for about fi ve minutes, 
while Winooski went on a key 
10-0 run to make it 26-14. 

Bradley and Ayden Johnson 
sparked the run with fi ve points 
each, with Johnson’s coming in 
transition. At 1:47 Commodore 
Ian Henderson scored in the 
lane to break the VUHS ice on a 
nice feed from Hayden Bowen, 
but the Spartans outscored the 
Commodores as the half wound 
down and took a 31-18 lead into 
the locker room. 

Bergmans opened the second 
half by converting a Henderson 
feed in the lane to cut the Winooski 
advantage to 11, but two straight 

Spartan hoops made it 35-20. 
Ashley swished a three with three 
minutes gone to give VUHS hope, 
but then came a crucial stretch. 

Bradley hit a free throw, 
followed by McIver three-
pointers on consecutive trips 
down the fl oor. Suddenly the lead 
was 19 halfway through the third 
quarter. 

Bergmans and Henderson led 
a mini rally that cut the lead to 
44-29 after three, but Winooski 
outscored the Commodores 7-2 
in the fi rst minute of the third 

quarter — a Johnson jumper, 
a McIver three and a Bradley 
midcourt steal and a layup offset 
only by an Elijah Duprey bucket. 
The Spartan lead had grown to 20.

To add injury to insult, a 
minute later Bergmans, the team’s 
leading rebounder and fl oor 
general, hobbled off the court 
with a sprained ankle. As good a 
season as the Commodores had, 
this wasn’t their night. 

Bradley fi nished with 28 points 
for the Spartans, McIver scored 
14, and Johnson added 11.

Bergmans shook off Surma’s 
defense enough to lead VUHS 
with 10 points, Ashley scored 
eight, Abrams fi nished with 
seven, Elijah Duprey had six, and 
Henderson and Bowen added four 
apiece. Bowen and Bergmans 
helped the Commodores 
outrebound the Spartans, 29-26.

In Thursday’s other semifi nal in 
Barre, Hazen rallied late to edge 
No. 3 Williamstown, 48-45. In 
Saturday’s fi nal, Hazen downed 
Winooski, 37-34.

Commodores
(Continued from Page 1B)

Panther men’s lacrosse team starts season by splitting 2 games

HANOVER, Mass. — Local 
youth wrestlers held their own at 
the Youth New England Wrestling 
Championships tournament 
in Hanover, Mass., this past 
weekend, including a historic win 
for one Mount Abraham athlete 
and a second-place effort by a 
Middlebury grappler that was a 
program best.

Standing atop the podium was 
Mt. Abe’s Maisa Allen, who 
claimed the 14-and-under Girls 
E Weight Class title with three 
straight wins, all by pin. 

An observer explained why 
Allen’s victory was unprecedented. 

“This was the fi rst year that 
a separate girls’ championship 
tournament has been held at New 
Englands, so Maisa made some 
history,” noted Middlebury Coach 
Jon Ashley.

Ashley’s program sent four 
wrestlers, and faring best was 
Tucker Wright, a 7th-grader who 
took second at 143 pounds after 
winning the Vermont middle-
school crown at that weight.

Ashley said the highest previous 
fi nisher at the New England 
tournament from the Middlebury 
youth program was Avery Carl, 
who took sixth while in middle 
school. Carl just claimed a state 
varsity title as a freshman.

Another Middlebury wrestler, 
Timmy Wright, matched Carl’s 
youth performance by taking sixth 
at the 10U 82-pound weight class. 

Also competing for the Tiger 
team after qualifying with strong 
efforts in the state tournament, 
but not placing this past weekend, 
were Trevor Wright in the 12U 
111-pound class and Colton 
Murray in the 15U 118-pound 
class. 

In the 10U 82-lb. weight class, 
Timmy Wright placed 6th.

In the 12U 111-lb. weight class, 
Trevor Wright went 1-2 and didn’t 
place.

Three other Eagle wrestlers 
also competed, all in the 15U age 
bracket. Faring best was Blake 
Allen, who went 2-2 in the 130 
class. Wesley Husk, a state youth 
champion, won one match at 136, 
and Isayah Isham competed at 
124.  

Wrestlers fare well 
at NE youth tourney

Champs!
THE MIDDLEBURY AMATEUR Hockey Association 14U squad claimed the Vermont Tier 3 Championship on March 6, winning the title game vs. Lyndon, 3-2,  in overtime, 

at the Memorial Sports Center in Middlebury. The members of the team are T.J. Barron, Sedona Carrara, Caleb Foster, Jaxson Heffernan, Landon Kean, David Elliot 
MacDonough, Adrien Malhotra, Logan McNulty, Ethan Mulcahy, Asa Root-Pratt, Sutton Rubrith and Joe Sullivan. Rick Sullivan is the head coach; he is assisted by 
Matthew Mulcahy and Jeffrey Pratt.

The MAHA squad will compete at regional games in Massachusetts on March 18.
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The Panthers were also 
thrilled to learn right after 
the quarterfi nal they will host 
the NCAA’s Final Four. At 3 
p.m. this coming Friday, No. 2 
Plattsburgh (25-2) will meet No. 
5 Gustavus Adolphus (24-3), and 
at 7 p.m. on Friday the Panthers 
will face No. 3 Elmira (25-2). 
Middlebury defeated Elmira, 2-1, 
in November. The fi nal is set for 

7 p.m. on Saturday, following a 3 
p.m. consolation.

“We’ve practiced all year and 
we’ve played all year for this 
opportunity,” Merageas said. 
“This opportunity to host is just 
an added bonus. And that’s just 
super exciting.”
QUARTERFINAL

The Panthers were not at their 
sharpest early on, as their passes 
were not always tape to tape. 

Still, Raia Schluter challenged 
O’Brien on a two-on-one fi ve 
minutes in, and Madi Leidt and 
Jenna Letterie threatened 12 
minutes in. 

With 6:05 remaining in the 
period, the Panthers broke 
through. Kim slid the puck from 
left to right on the blue line to 
Vira. Vira slapped a shot through 
traffi c on goal, the rebound 
popped to Quinlan at the left 

post, and she rapped it home. 
The Panthers ramped up the 

pressure in the second, and 
O’Brien denied Ellie Barney at 
the left post about two-and-half 
minutes in. Soon afterward, the 
Panthers worked the puck to 
Hendrikson, who slapped a shot 
home from the right circle through 
a crowd of players. Barney and 
defender Cece Ziegler picked up 
assists.

The Panthers controlled play 
and outshot the Gulls by 11-5 
in the period, with bids from 
Schluter and Letterie before 
Quinlan struck again with 3:41 
on the clock on a power play.

This rebound came at the right 
post on a Kim shot from the 
center of the blue line, with Vira 
picking up the second assist. 

The Gulls had a chance to 
get back in the game with a 
power play 14 seconds into the 
third period, but the Panthers 
held them without a shot. They 
allowed only four in the period as 
Merageas fi nished with 20 saves, 
to 25 for O’Brien for the Gulls.

With 7:02 remaining, Quinlan 

became the 13th player in 
NCAA D-III tournament history 
to net a hat trick when she 
converted another power-play 
goal. Stationed at the left post, 
she backhanded home a Vira 
rebound, with Kim getting the 
second assist as the Panthers and 
most of the crowd of more than 
1,000 celebrated. 
LOOKING AHEAD

The Panthers said they’ve 
appreciated the big crowds at 
their NESCAC tournament and 
NCAA games. Merageas said 
most of them have never skated 
before so many fans. 

They’d love to see more of the 
same this weekend.

“It’s amazing. It’s a total game-
changer,” Merageas said. “I can 
speak for a lot of my teammates. 
I haven’t played in front of this 
many people ever, and the fact 
that they bring unparalleled 
energy every time I think really 
pushes our team.”

Quinlan agreed.
“We’re really excited to play 

in front of our fans and our 
community,” she said. 

But Quinlan added the Panthers 
don’t require much extra 
motivation.

“We’re playing to have another 
week together,” Quinlan said. 
“With this group, the love we 
have for each other really pulls 
us forward.”

Mandigo is pleased to keep 
working with them.

“I’ve told them all year long 
this is one of my favorite teams 
in all the years I’ve been here. 
They support each other. They 
like each other. They help each 
other,” Mandigo said. “This is 
one of the happiest times I’ve had 
coaching.”

And even with 14 players 
having two years or fewer of 
experience, including 10 skating 
for Middlebury for the fi rst time, 
Mandigo said he’s confi dent in 
the Panthers heading into the 
Final Four.

“I like their chances,” he said. 
“They play hard. They work hard. 
They’re fast. They’re relentless 
to the puck.”

ENDICOTT GOALIE MICAELA O’Brien stopped this bid by Panther Jenna Letterie, but Middlebury 
women’s hockey put four pucks past O’Brien in an NCAA quarterfi nal on Saturday to advance to the 
tournament’s Final Four, which the Panthers will host on Friday and Saturday.

Independent photo/Steve James
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Want to
advertise within
this directory?

Contact us for information:
advertising@

addisonindependent.com

or call 802-388-4944

Practitioner Practitioner 
of the Weekof the Week

“Wellness is more than the absence of illness.”

50 Court St • Middlebury, Vt 05753

A Center for 
Independent Health Care Practitioners

SOMAWORK

WELLNESS
CENTER

Jim Condon Jim Condon ..... 802-388-4880 or 802-475-2349
    SomaWork

Caryn Etherington Caryn Etherington ............  802-388-4882 ext. 3
    Therapeutic Massage & Bodywork

Charlotte BishopCharlotte Bishop ................ 802-388-4882 ext. 4
    Therapeutic Soft & Deep Tissue

JoAnne KenyonJoAnne Kenyon...............................802-388-0254
Energy Work                www.joanne.abmp.com

Winfield Kelley, D.C. Winfield Kelley, D.C. ....................... 802-453-6010
   Chiropractic Treatment

Donna Belcher, M.A.Donna Belcher, M.A. ..................... 802-388-3362
    Licensed Psychologist - Master

Nancy TellierNancy Tellier.................... 802-388-4882 ext. 1
Ortho-Bionomy®

Hyla DickinsonHyla Dickinson...................................... 802-989-2969
Therapeutic Massage, Lymph Drainage
Craniosacral & Visceral Manipulation

Donna Belcher, 
M.A., psychologist-
master, has been 
in private practice 
in Vermont for 34 
years. She has felt 
privileged to work 
with a wide variety 
of people. She has 
experience with 
such challenges 
as: depression, 
anxiety, grief, 
chronic illness, 
divorce, caregiver 
burnout, work 
stress, mid life 
transitions and 
developing a 
deeper connection with creativity 
and life purpose.

My office is currently open for 
telephone, online, and in person 
appointments.

Most insurances now cover 
telephone and video.

Donna Belcher, 
MA Licensed 
Psychologist 

- Master, 
Psychotherapy
 & Hypnosis
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TROY, N.Y. — The Middlebury 
College baseball team opened its 
season by sweeping a March 11 
doubleheader from host Rensselaer.
The Panthers were set to visit Bard 
on Tuesday, a game that Independent 
columnist and hardball guru Karl 
Lindholm planned to attend. 
Next up for Middlebury is the 
team’s annual weeklong Florida 
trip to Orlando, which will kick off 
with a Saturday doubleheader vs. 
Muhlenberg. 
On March 11 the Panthers took two 
seven-innings games from host RPI, 
8-5 and 11-0. The Engineers dropped 
to 4-3.
Middlebury fell behind 3-0 after 
three innings in the opening contest, 

but took the lead with a four-run 
fourth. Chris Borter singled in 
Sammy Smith and scored on an 
Andrew Ashley single, and both 
runners scored on a Sawyer Duarte 
double.
Middlebury erupted for another four 
runs in the top of the sixth. Duarte 
plated a run with a fi elder’s choice 
and later scored on an error. John 
Collins later singled in Zip Malley 
and scored on Jack Stolper’s infi eld 
hit.
The Engineers added two runs in 
the seventh on a two-run double by 
Joe Curci to close the gap to 8-5, but 
Jackson Atwood recorded the fi nal 
out for the save.
Collins, Stolper, Smith and Ashley 

each had two hits. Alex Price got 
the win on the mound, going fi ve 
innings and giving up three runs on 
three hits with six strikeouts.
In the second game eleven Panthers 
knocked out hits. Malley led with 
three hits and an RBI; Collins 
homered, singled and drove in a 
pair of runs; Smith belted a two-run 
homer; Nathan Samii drilled a solo 
shot; Borter picked up a pair of hits 
and an RBI; and Stolper and Mitchell 
Schroeder drove in runs.
Alex Rosario earned the pitching 
win, allowing one hit over fi ve 
innings with fi ve strikeouts. Justin 
Lessing and Kunal Handa each 
threw a perfect inning. 

Hockey 
(Continued from Page 1B)

Panther nine opens with twin bill sweep

Send us your pet! news@addisonindependent.com

Pet of the weekPet of the week

MIDDLEBURY FRESHMAN FORWARD Kylie Quinlan works on her hat trick in the Panthers’ 4-0 win over 
Endicott in Saturday in a home NCAA D-III quarterfi nal. Middlebury will host the NCAA Final Four this 
Friday and Saturday.

Independent photo/Steve James
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Helping Young Families Get The Right Start

• Community Playgroups
• Parent Education Classes
• Home Visits
• Pregnancy Prevention Programs
• Parent Training & Child Center

MIDDLEBURY LIONS CLUB  
CASH CALENDAR WINNERS

January and February 2022
Chris & Susan Pratt, Terri Pockette, Jeff Olson, Dan & Pat 
Kennelly, Craig Allen, Jennifer Devoid, Darwin Pratt, Brenna 
Rampulla, Nicole Laberge, Molly Brown, Cindy Thomas, 
Bethany Scott, Kathie Anderson, Abigail Murphy, Katelyn 
Laberge, Terry Goodrich, Bill Capasso, Jamie McKenna, 
John Coburn, Samantha Summner, Dusty & Anita Huestis, 
Kathy Nisun, Norm Messier, Channing Brush, Bill Capasso, 
John Youney, Jeannette Brush, David Mack, Mike Hussey, 
Tom Morrissey, Patricia Sullivan, Tom Myrick, Ata Anzali, 
Luella Gipson, Hap Brakeley, Diane Patterson, Julie Morley, 
Mike & Jill Hollenbach, Barbara Russell, Catherine Holler, 
Helen Myhre & Lisa Bessette, Greg Wry, Joyce Dupoise, 
Richard Rheaume, Nancy Chamberlin, Ashley & Matt Kotylo, 
Dan Werner, Jenne Morton, Norm Grenier, Amine Zaghdoud, 
Tallen Nelson, Karen Crawford, Hiliere Gade, Michael 
Johnston, Cindy Atkins, Molly Witters, Mackenzie McLaren, 
Judith Holler, Kathy Dorman

calendarcalendar
communitycommunity
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OtterCreekBakery.com

14 COLLEGE ST.  |   MIDDLEBURY, VT  |  802-388-3371
OPEN TUESDAY—SATURDAY, 7AM-4PM | SUNDAY 8AM-2PM

Stop in to see what
is being offered this week.

Now Offering 
our Full Menu 

on Sundays!

Weekly
Sandwich Specials!

HUMMUS 
POCKET

The Saint Michael’s College 
baseball team features two 
Addison County athletes on its 
2022 roster. Andrew Lanthier of 
Orwell, who played high school 
ball at Fair Haven Union, is a 
sophomore outfielder and a left-
handed hitter who batted .265 and 

stole 10 bases last year. Freshman 
and Ferrisburgh resident Jarret 
Muzzy comes into the program 
with a lot of success as a right-
handed pitcher at Vergennes Union 
High School, where he also blasted 
a number of homers. 

ADDISON
COUNTY School News Briefs

Time for flies
INFORMAL FLY TYING sessions are happening each Tuesday from 7-9 p.m. at the Swift 

House Inn in Middlebury. Join the New Haven River Anglers for this free gathering and get 
ready for season ahead.

Great Decisions Lecture Series: 
“Myanmar and ASEAN” in 

Middlebury. Thursday, March 17, 2:30 
p.m., EastView at Middlebury, 100 EastView 
Terrace. Be a virtual participant in David 
Rosenberg’s presentation on Myanmar and 
ASEAN at EastView. Lecture will be conducted in-
person (for EV residents) and virtually on Zoom. 
For Zoom links, call the EastView Concierge at 
802-989-7500.

Age Well grab and go meal in 
Starksboro. Friday, March 18, 3:30 

p.m., Starksboro Baptist Church, Route 
116. Please stay in your car. Drive up, check-in, 
contact free pick up. Roast beef, boiled potatoes, 
cabbage, and carrots, roll, leprechaun cake, and 
milk. Call Michelle to reserve by Sunday, March 
13, 802-377-1419. Open to anyone age 60 and up 
and their spouse of any age. Free ride or pick-up 
and delivery may be provided. Call TVT at 802-
388-2287 to inquire. TVT requires 48-hour notice.

St. Peter’s Take Out Fish Dinner in Vergennes. 
Friday, March 18, 5-6:30 p.m., St. Peter’s Parish 
Hall, 85 South Maple St. Menu includes beer 
battered haddock, zesty wedges, coleslaw, 
mixed vegetables, roll, butter and chocolate chip 
brownie. Cost $12 adults/$6 children 6-12. Call 
802-877-2367 to make a reservation.

Fish Fry in Middlebury. Friday, March 18, 5-7 p.m., 
VFW, 530 Exchange St. $13 per person.

King Pede in Ferrisburgh. Saturday, 
March 19, 6:30 p.m., Ferrisburgh Town 

Hall and Community Center, Route 7. The 
Ferrisburgh Grange “King Pede” card parties are 
back. A sandwich supper followed by an evening 
of fun and card games. King Pede involves trick-
taking techniques such as in Hearts and Spades 
or Pitch. This is a game of fun and skill so come 
prepared to use your strategic thinking. Attendees 
should be fully vaccinated against COVID-19. 

Spirit in Nature annual meeting 
in Ripton. Sunday, March 20, 4-5 

p.m., Ripton Community House, Route 
125. Interested members of the public are 

welcome and encouraged to attend this event, 
where SPiN will award the Eco-Spirit Award to 
Ross Conrad of Dancing Bee Gardens. The 
award is presented annually to persons whose 
lives are illuminated by their appreciation of the 
beauty, mystery and preciousness of the natural 
world. 

MAUSD Early Education 
Developmental Screening in 

Bristol. Monday, March 21, 9 a.m.-2 
p.m., Bristol Elementary School, Mountain 

St. Children will have the opportunity to play in 
an early childhood classroom. Parents can share 
about their child and learn more about their child’s 
communication, social emotional, cognitive and 
motor development. Free. Takes about one hour. 
Time slots available are 9-10 a.m., 11 a.m.-noon, 
and 1-2 p.m. Children from the Mount Abraham 
Unified School District who are three or four years 
old, or turned five years old after Sept. 1, 2021, 
are invited to attend. To schedule an appointment 
or discuss the Developmental Screening, call 
MAUSD Early Education Program at 453-3674.

Age Well grab and go meal in Bristol. Monday, 
March 21, 11:15 a.m., American Legion, Airport 
Dr. Drive in, loop around, and stay in your car. 
Oven fried chicken breast, mashed potatoes, 
Capri blend vegetables, roll, pumpkin pudding 
and milk. Call Michelle to reserve by Thursday, 
March 17, 802-377-1419. Open to anyone age 60 
and up and their spouse of any age. Free ride or 
pick-up and delivery may be provided. Call TVT 
at 802-388-2287 to inquire. TVT requires 48-hour 
notice.

Age Well and Vergennes Seniors 
in-person luncheon in Vergennes. 

Tuesday, March 22, 10 a.m., Vergennes 
Congregational Church, 30 South Water St. 
Doors open at 10 am. Meal served at 11:45 a.m. 
of roast pork, mashed potatoes, peas and pearl 
onions, wheat bread, oatmeal cookie and milk. 
Advanced reservations only. Call Michelle to 
reserve by Thursday, March 17, 802-377-1419. 
$5 suggested donation. Please bring your own 
place setting. Open to anyone age 60 and up and 
their spouse of any age. Local bus provided. Call 
TVT at 802-388-2287 to arrange. TVT requires 
a 48-hour notice. Masks required unless seated 
and eating.

Financial Reality Fair in Middlebury. Tuesday, 
March 22, 4–6:30 p.m. Hannaford Career Center, 
51 Charles Ave. Pick a career and learn how 
much it pays — and the cost of required training 
and education for that career, then move through 
several lifestyle choices to build a monthly budget 
and get a sense of the associated financial 
realities. For high school juniors and seniors 
but open to any 15- to 24-year-old community 
members. Take-out meal from Hannaford 
Career Center’s café, The Onion. Registration at 
acedc.glueup.com/event/2022-financial-reality-
fair-50090.

Paying for College virtual open house for high 
school students and parents. Tuesday, March 
22, 6-7 p.m., ccv.edu/openhouse. The first of 
three free open houses offered by the Community 
College of Vermont. Meet current students and 
staff, ask questions, and learn about the many 
programs available for Vermont students at CCV. 
For more information and to register, visit ccv.edu/
openhouse.

“Cornwall Rocks! Exploring Cornwall’s 
Landscape and Geology” virtual discussion. 
Tuesday, March 22, 7-8 p.m., Zoom. Will Amidon, 
Associate Professor of Geology at Middlebury 
College, will trace the geological forces that 
created the Champlain Valley and are still 
evident in the special landforms of one valley 
town. Sponsored by the Cornwall Conservation 
Commission. More information and viewing link at 
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tinyurl.com/cornwallrocks.
Fly Tying Tuesdays in Middlebury. Tuesday, 

March 22, 7-9 p.m., Swift House Inn, Stewart 
Lane. The New Haven River Anglers host free, 
informal fly tying sessions Tuesday evenings. 
Bring your own materials and share patterns 
and stories with fellow anglers as we prepare 
for the season ahead. Fly-tying door prizes each 
evening. Beginners welcome. Session continue 
each Tuesday through April 12.

Age Well grab and go meal in 
Shoreham. Wednesday, March 23, 

11 a.m.-noon, Halfway House, Route 
22A. Pick up at back door, meals will be 

brought out. Spaghetti and meatballs, coleslaw, 
vegetable and dessert. Open to anyone age 60 
and up and their spouse of any age. Free ride 
or pick-up and delivery may be provided. Call 
TVT at 802-388-2287 to inquire. TVT requires a 
48-hour notice. Call the restaurant to reserve at 
least 24-hours in advance. 802-897-5160.

How to Sell Your Items, Products or Ideas 
Online, session two, in Brandon. Wednesday, 
March 23, 6:30 p.m., upstairs, Brandon Town 
Hall, 1 Conant Sq. See March 16 listing.

Age Well grab and go meal in 
Vergennes. Thursday, March 24, 11 

a.m., St. Peter’s Parish, 85 S Maple 
St. Please stay in your car. Drive up, check-in, 
contact free pick up. Oven friend chicken breast, 
mashed potatoes, Capri blend vegetables, roll, 
pumpkin pudding and milk. Call Michelle to 
reserve by Sunday, March 20, 802-377-1419. 
Open to anyone age 60 and up and their spouse 
of any age. Free ride or pick-up and delivery 
may be provided. Call TVT at 802-388-2287 to 
inquire. TVT requires a 48-hour notice.

Great Decisions Lecture Series: “Quad 
Alliance” in Middlebury. Thursday, March 
24, 2:30 p.m. Be a virtual participant in John 
Berninghausen’s presentation on the Quad 
Alliance at EastView. Lecture will be conducted 
in-person (for EV residents) and virtually on 
Zoom. For Zoom links, call the EastView 
Concierge at 802-989-7500.

Age Well grab and go meal in 
Starksboro. Friday, March 25, 3:30 

p.m., Starksboro Baptist Church, 
Route 116. Please stay in your car. Drive 

up, check-in, contact free pick up. Oven friend 
chicken breast, mashed potatoes, Capri blend 
vegetables, roll, pumpkin pudding and milk. 
Call Michelle to reserve by Sunday, March 20, 
802-377- 1419. Open to anyone age 60 and 
up and their spouse of any age. Free ride or 
pick-up and delivery may be provided. Call 
TVT at 802-388-2287 to inquire. TVT requires 
48-hour notice.

Surf and turf dinner in Middlebury. Friday, 
March 25, 5-7 p.m., VFW, 530 Exchange St. 
Eat in or take out. Steak, shrimp, baked potato 
and green beans. $14 for Steak only, $14 
shrimp only, $16 combo. Proceeds to benefit 
Veteran’s programs. More info call 802-388-
9468.

One-day living history event in 
Ticonderoga. Saturday, March 26, 

10 a.m.-4 p.m., Fort Ticonderoga. 
Step into the early days of the American 

Revolution when the Continental Army rushed 
supplies and soldiers north to Ticonderoga to 
try to save their campaign in Canada in the first 
year of the Revolution. Appropriate footwear 
for undetermined weather conditions is highly 
recommended. Admission $13 for the public and 
free to Fort Ticonderoga Members, Ambassador 
Pass holders, and children age four and younger. 
Full event schedule at fortticonderoga.org.

Roast Pork Dinner Fund Raiser in Bristol. 
Saturday, March 26, 5-5:30 p.m., First Baptist 
Church of Bristol, Park St. Enjoy a take-out 
roast pork dinner which will include mashed 
potatoes, carrots, applesauce, homemade rolls 
and a piece of sugar-topped brownie cake. Cost 
$12/person. Pre-orders are required. Call Janet 
at 802-377-1668 by Tuesday, March 22. Exact 
change appreciated. All proceeds go toward a 
new church furnace.
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Community get-together in Ripton. 
Saturday, March 27, 3 p.m., location 

TBD. The community of Ripton has 
struggled with many broken strands in the 
last several years. It is time to come together 
and dedicate ourselves to the re-weaving 
the resilience, the resolve, the strength of our 
precious community. We will gather (outdoors 
if possible) and dedicate ourselves to restoring 
what we must to keep our community strong and 
welcoming. Everyone is welcome — Riptonians 
and everyone else — so come! More info call 
Nola Kevra at 802-388-6107. 

Age Well inside sit-down meal 
in Middlebury. Monday, March 28, 

11 a.m., Rosie’s Restaurant, Route 7 
South. Doors open at 11 a.m., meal served 

at 11:30 a.m. Roast pork, stuffing, mashed 
potatoes, vegetable, coleslaw, and Chef’s 
choice of dessert. Call Michelle to reserve 
by Wednesday, March 23, 802-377-1419. $5 
suggested donation does not include gratuity. 
Open to anyone age 60 and up and their spouse 
of any age. Free ride or pick-up and delivery 
may be provided. Call TVT at 802-388-2287 
to inquire. TVT requires 48-hour notice. Masks 
required unless seated and eating.

Age Well and Vergennes Seniors 
in-person luncheon in Vergennes. 

Tuesday, March 29, 10 a.m., Vergennes 
Congregational Church, 30 South Water St. 

Doors open at 10 a.m. Meal serve time 11:45 a.m. 
of turkey burger with gravy, mashed potatoes, 
Brussels sprouts, wheat roll, peach and craisin 
crisp and milk. Advanced reservations only. Call 
Michelle to reserve by Thursday, March 24, 802-
377-1419. $5 suggested donation. Please bring 
your own place setting. Open to anyone age 60 
and up and their spouse of any age. Local bus 
provided. Call TVT at 802-388-2287 to arrange. 
TVT requires a 48-hour notice. Masks required 
unless seated and eating.

Free Opportunities for High School Students 
virtual open house for students and 
parents. Tuesday, March 29, 6-7 p.m., ccv.
edu/openhouse. The second of three free open 
houses offered by the Community College of 
Vermont. Meet current students and staff, ask 
questions, and learn about the many programs 
available for Vermont students at CCV. For 
more information and to register, visit ccv.edu/
openhouse.

Fly Tying Tuesdays in Middlebury. Tuesday, 
March 29, 7-9 p.m., Swift House Inn, Stewart 
Ln. See March 22 listing.

Age Well special early Easter 
dinner in Middlebury. Friday, April 1, 

11 a.m., VFW, 530 Exchange St. Doors 
open at 11 a.m. Meal will be served at noon. 
Please bring your own place setting. Baked 
ham with raisin sauce, mashed sweet potatoes, 
vegetable, roll, strawberry shortcake, and milk. 
$5 Suggested donation collected in advance. 
Must arrange advance tickets by Sunday March 
27. Call Michelle at 802-377-1419. Open to 
anyone age 60 and up and their spouse of any 
age. Free ride or pick-up and delivery may be 
provided. Call TVT at 802-388-2287 to inquire. 
TVT requires 48-hour notice.

Great Decisions Lecture Series: “Industrial 
Policy” in Middlebury. Friday, April 1, 2:30 
p.m. Be a virtual participant in Will Pyle’s 
presentation on Industrial Policy at EastView. 
Lecture will be conducted in-person (for EV 
residents) and virtually on Zoom. For Zoom 
links, call the EastView Concierge at 802-989-

SUNDAYmar
27

MONDAYmar
28

TUESDAYmar
29

FRIDAYapr
1

CALENDAR
ONLINE

addisonindependent.com

BE SURE TO CHECK OUT OUR
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LINCOLN — It’s time to play 
ball! Registration is now open for all 
Little League baseball and softball 
players. If your child is interested 
in playing ball this year, please sign 
up online at clubs.bluesombrero.
com/mtabell. Go to the registration 
tab and follow the instructions to 
register your player. There is an 
option to pay the registration fee by 
check or credit card. 

The medical release form must be 
printed, filled out and given to the 
coordinator before any player can 
take the field. Coaches will also have 
to fill out an online registration and 
background check information. The 
registration deadline is Friday, March 
25. Volunteers are also needed for 
umpires, coaches, field maintenance 
and fundraising. If you would like 
to volunteer or have any questions, 
please contact Randy Barnes at 
rbarnes@doctorcheese.org.

It’s officially mud season! The dirt 

roads have been posted with weight 
limits as of March 7. Travel by 
excess weight vehicles on thawing 
ground can cause damage to road 
surfaces. Excess weight vehicles 
require a permit in Lincoln. These 
permits expire every year on March 
31. Apply at the town office, if you 
haven’t obtained yours already. If 
you must receive a delivery from 
a heavy-weight vehicle before 
these springtime restrictions are 
lifted, please contact the Highway 
Supervisor, Dave Cavoretto, at 
(802) 453-3703.
FROM SCS

The Save Community Schools 
group thanks you for your ongoing 
support in the effort to keep the 
Lincoln Community School open 
and thriving for years to come. 
Residents in each of our neighboring 
towns of Starksboro, New Haven, 
Bristol and Monkton voted in 
favor of Lincoln’s withdrawal from 

MAUSD. We are one step further 
in a multi-step process to operate 
as a vibrant public school, serving 
all of the children in our town, 
run by a Lincoln school board. 
We are diligently working to meet 
the next chapter in this process, 
which is initial approval by the 
State Board of Education. We will 
keep our community informed as 
we work through each phase of 
this process. Our current timeline 
projections have Lincoln running 
as a public K-6 school outside of 
MAUSD beginning in the 2023-
2024 school year. Please reach out 
with any questions about Lincoln’s 
withdrawal and the next steps in this 
process.
FROM THE TOWN CLERK

Lincoln’s election results are 
available on the Vermont Secretary 
of State’s website. There were 
hundreds of write-in votes. If you 
want to see any of the detailed 

write-in results, we have them on 
file at the town office. Anyone can 
request a copy. 

Some of the highlights include: 
Out of 1,120 registered voters, 394 
people participated in the election. 
All of the articles passed as warned. 
We welcome a new selectboard 
member, Alan Schmidt, who has 
already been sworn in and begun 
his duties as a member of the 
board. Todd Goodyear was elected 
as a write-in for Town Meeting 
Moderator. Nobody received 
enough write-in votes (minimum of 
12) to be elected as Lister, so there 
is still a vacancy in that position. 
Contact the selectboard if you are 
interested in serving.
REMINDER

The next two Open Art Studios 
for children ages 3 to 13 will take 
place on March 18 and April 1 at the 
library from 3 to 5 p.m. Materials, 
smocks and snacks provided.

BURLINGTON — Like to jump 
rope? Swim, sprint or do yoga? If 
you are age 18 or younger, enter the 
Move Together Contest! for a chance 
to win great prizes.

Military Kids 
Vermont and University 
of Vermont Extension 
4-H are sponsoring the 
contest in conjunction 
with the Month of 
the Military Child. 
This celebration, held 
every April since 
1986, recognizes the 
contributions and 
challenges of the 
children of military 
families.

No military affiliation is required 
to take part. All activities must be 
completed between April 1 and 29. 

Go to www.uvm.edu/extension/
youth/announcements for contest 
details, including the check-off 
list of activities. To submit, scan, 
take a photo, or email a written list 
of completed activities to allison.
smith.2@uvm.edu by April 29. 
Include your name, age, phone 

number and mailing address.
You will earn one ticket for every 

activity completed. Most of the 20 
activities are based on the military 

physical fitness tests, 
with a few just for 
fun. Activities include 
crunches, biking, 
push-ups, walking on 
a treadmill and doing 
jumping jacks. You 
also can earn tickets 
by wearing purple on 
April 15 for the Month 
of the Military Child 
or telling a family 
member or friend about 
your favorite activity 
that gets you moving.

Although not required for 
prize eligibility, participants are 
encouraged to take a photo of 
an activity in action and tag @
MKVermont on Facebook and use 
#purpleupvt2022.

If questions or to request a printed 
copy of the activities list, contact 
Allison Smith at allison.smith.2@
uvm.edu.

Move Together Contest
to be held in April

NEWS

Lincoln Have a news tip?
Call Dawn Mikkelsen at 453-7029

Camara wins
wins Vt. free 
throw contest

This 
celebration, 
held every April 
since 1986, 
recognizes the 
contributions 
and challenges 
of the children 
of military 
families.

SOUTH BURLINGTON — 
Bristol’s Abe Camara is this 
year’s Knights of Columbus 
Vermont Free Throw Shooting 
Champion for the boys’ 
13-year-old division. He won 
the title in a competition this 
past Sunday, March 13, at Rice 
Memorial High School.

Camara was one of several 
winners of earlier Addison 
County contests who fared 
well in the state competition, 
which the Knights of Columbus 
resumed after a two-year break 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Contest organizer and Deputy 
Grand Knight Gary Russell of 
Bristol reports the following 
local kids earned runner-up 
finishes: 

• Hayden Lutz in the boys’ 
14-year-old division. Lutz is a 
former 11-year-old state champ.

BRISTOL’S ABE CAMARA, with his trophy for winning the 13-year-old boys’ division of the Knights 
of Columbus Vermont Free Throw Shooting Championship on March 13, poses with his mother, Lynn 
Camara; Addison County resident Bowen Lutz, the 12-year-old runner-up; and K.O.C. Deputy Grand 
Knight Gary Russell.

• Leah Tierney in the girls’ 
13-year-old division.

• Bowen Lutz in the boys’ 

12-year-old division.
• Ayden Wingfield in the boys’ 

11-year-old division.

• Grant Rossier in the boys’ 
9-year-old division.

Reader Comments

ADDISON  COUNTY

Serving Addison County, Vt., Since 1946

INDEPENDENT

Quotes are taken from reader comments submitted with subscription renewals.

“It’s great! Articles, editorials and photos are all
so well done. I read it all with pleasure and

learn so much about Addison County.”

Here’s what one reader has to say about us!

A subscriber from Middlebury writes:

Vergennes Union High SchoolMiddlebury Union High School
Paul Thurber is Vergennes Union High School’s Student of the Week. 

Paul lives in Lincoln with his parents, Kristen Andrews and Tom Thurber, 
and his little sister Rhiannon. His older siblings, Kaela and Rosemary, are at 
American University and Warren Wilson College, respectively.

Paul has attended the Walden Project for his junior and senior years, an 
outdoor, alternative public education program supported by VUHS and the 
Willowell Foundation. The program strongly emphasizes philosophy and 
environmental studies. He also took Calculus II at the Community College 
of Vermont this fall. His school-related interests vary from math to the arts — 
he has run cross country, been on the VUHS rowing team, joined the Chess 
Club and the Math team and participated in a small play. 

Outside of school Paul has kept very busy. He helped build a cabin along 
the northern Hudson River in 2019, and helped raise and refurbish an old 
barn in Lincoln in 2020. That year also found him cleaning cabins and waiting 
tables at a summer resort in the Adirondacks. In 2021 he monitored and 
recorded data on plots of wilderness owned by Vermont Family Forests and 
did volunteer work at a community garden. Currently he works as a runner at 
Tourterelle in New Haven.

In his own words, Paul likes to spend his free time “Studying chess, when 
I am feeling objective. Playing piano, when I want to be calm. Playing cello, 
when I want to concentrate. Reading poetry, when I want to learn. Writing poetry, when I want to express. Walking in 
the woods, when I want to be quiet.”

He says he has learned that to be human is to be malleable and vulnerable. “Luckily, the universe is just as open-
hearted,” he says. “To accept ourselves as little and still lead fruitful lives is a small and hardly signifi cant blow to the 
whole of entropy, but just as a leak in a dam rips down its neighbors, small and fruitful acts may drown out all our 
insecurities and doubts, one by one.”

Post high school Paul plans on studying music theory, gardening, chaos theory, sketching, renewable energy, and 
poetry at the College of the Atlantic next year. “And then we shall see…,” he says. Everyone at VUHS and Walden 
wishes him all the best.

Anya Hardy-Mittell
MUHS

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK FROM AREA HIGH SCHOOLSSTUDENTS OF THE WEEK FROM AREA HIGH SCHOOLS

Anya Hardy-Mittell Paul Thurber

Telecommunications Sales and Service
Data Cabling & Fiber Optics 

802-388-8999
Middlebury

16 Creek Road, Middlebury
388-6054

M-F 7:15-5:30 & Sat. 8-3
countrysidecarpetandpaint.com

We’ve Got You Covered!

Keep up the great work,

877-3118
Vergennes, VT

Jackman Fuels, Inc.
Serving the Champlain

Valley since 1945

205 Main Street, Vergennes
877-2661 • jackmanfuels.com

Congratulations to:

64 Jackman Drive  •  Bristol 
802.453.2381  •  JackmansInc.com

Way to go, 
• Business Law  •  Wills, Trusts and Estates

• Government Contracting  •  Elder Law
• Property and Tenancy Issues

Congratulations
Students!

A� ordable & client-focused legal services

802-489-5099 or law@jlgi.com 
28 North Street - Bristol Village

 JOHNSON LAW GROUP JOHNSON LAW GROUP

27 Main Street, Vergennes27 Main Street, Vergennes

Keep your Eye
on your

future goals!future goals!future goals!
Mon 8-4 • Tues–Fri 8-5

Anya and Paul
Anya and

Paul

Anya and Paul

14 COLLEGE ST.  |   MIDD., VT
802-388-3371

Congratulations

Stop by to grab 
your mug!

Anya
and Paul

Congratulations

802-388-1338
99 Court St., Middlebury, VT

Students of the Week from all area high schools 
will receivea gift certifi cate from Vermont Book 

Shop and a mug from Otter Creek Bakery. 
Students of the Week are chosen by school 

teachers and administration.

Best of Luck to All Addison County Students!
If you are interested in advertising in Student of the Week 

contact advertising@addisonindependent.com

Anya and Paul

Middlebury Union High School has named Anya Hardy-Mittell as its Student 
of the Week. She is the daughter of Ruth Hardy and Jason Mittell, and the 
family resides in East Middlebury. Anya’s older sister, Greta, is a student at 
Carleton College. Her brother, Walter, is enrolled in the 10th grade at MUHS.

With an interest in theater, Anya performed in the school productions of 
“Singin’ in the Rain” and “The Addams Family” and played in the pit orchestra 
for the fall 2021 production of “The Sound of Music.” Anya is the Vice President 
of the National Honor Society. Just prior to the pandemic she participated in a 
French exchange program, fully immersing herself in all aspects of the local 
community and culture in Aix-les-Bains, France. She’s actively involved in the 
BIOME club at MUHS which focuses on environmental issues. She’s also held 
a part time job at Windfall Orchards in Cornwall since 9th grade.

A gifted musician, Anya has been part of the Vermont Youth Orchestra 
Association since the third grade. Sunday is “music day,” when she travels 
to Colchester to join other musicians from around northern Vermont to play. 
She is equally committed to music at MUHS and plays violin and fl ute in the 
school band. In 9th grade she traveled to New York City with the marching 
band to participate in the St. Patrick’s Day Parade. She was also selected for 
All State Music Orchestra and the All Eastern Festival. She will serve as fi rst 
violinist in the New England Orchestra Festival in Connecticut in March. She 
has furthered her musical interests by participating in Young Traditions and has toured with the group for three years. They 
recently recorded a CD in Waitsfi eld.

Anya is a candidate for the International Baccalaureate diploma. She fi nds it challenging, as well as excellent experience 
and preparation for college. She has applied to smaller four-year liberal arts colleges reasonably close to Vermont. While 
not yet settled on a major, she is interested in the sciences, most notably in the environmental area and food systems. She 
chose to write her extended essay on food chemistry and related it to her interest in bread baking. During the pandemic, 
she turned to sourdough as a release and crafted loaves of bread and realized that behind every ingredient is a chemical 
formula that makes the loaf turn out “just right”!

Everyone at MUHS knows that the road ahead will lead to a promising future for Anya and we wish her well!

Paul Thurber
VUHS
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&&service& DIRECTORY

auto body restoration
auto repair 
carpentry/contractors
cleaning services
computers

construction
dental services
excavation
firewood
flooring

heating &
    air conditioning
home inspections
masonry
paintingBusiness

Thursday

CARPENTRY/
CONTRACTORS

COMPUTERS

CONSTRUCTION

CLEANING SERVICES

AUTO BODY RESTORATION

David Walker Construction
298 Biddle Road
Lincoln, Vermont

05443

Residential - Remodeling
Decks  - Doors - Windows

802-989-0320
email:

dwconstruction@gmavt.net

Dupont Auto
4087 States Prison Hollow Rd

Monkton Ridge, VT 05469
(802)453-3562 • dupontauto7@gmail.com
Full service shop. We do comprehensive 
Mechanical Diagnostics and Repairs from 
Oil Changes to Engine Rebuilds and 
Replacements. Our Body/Collision Shop does 
all levels of repair and restoration. 

24 hour towing and road side service.

AUTO REPAIR

DENTAL SERVICES

      Bristol Park Dental

6 PARK PLACE, BRISTOL, VT    802.453.7700

 BristolParkDental.com • BristolParkHybridge.com

We are here for all of your dental needs, 
and offer the highest quality comprehensive 
care.  We are proud to bring the full range 
of dental services to our community, and to 
be your premiere implant provider.

Where a Happy, Healthy Smile is a Walk in the Park!

Accepting all insurances, and in network with Delta Dental, 
CIGNA, United Concordia, & CBA Blue.  No insurance? 

No problem.  Dental membership plans now available!

The PC Medic of Vermont at 802-734-6815
www.pcmedicvt.com

The PC Medic of 
Vermont is now offering 

socially-distanced 
computer services.

Call for a remote tune-up 
today, and get your PC
running correctly again!

LOCAL CONTRACTOR
GENERAL CARPENTRY

HOME IMPROVEMENTS
Remodeling • Additions

Painting • Roofing
WINNER of “Best Local Contractor” 

FOUR CONSECUTIVE YEARS by 
READERS CHOICE AWARDS!

MIDDLEBURY, VERMONT

MARK TRUDEAUMARK TRUDEAU

802.388.0860802.388.0860

CARPENTRY/
CONTRACTORS

802-453-7345  |  138 Hunt Road, New Haven, VT

Metal Fabrication
Agricultural Repair
Commercial Repair

Auto Body Repair
Rust Repair
Collison Repair

Full/Custom
    restoration

We accept all major credit cards  |  We accept Insurance claims
Follow our projects on Facebook

Family owned & operated

FLOORING

Over two decades experience!

MASONRY
Fine Dry Stone Masonry

Jamie Masefield
Certified by the Dry Stone Wallers
Association of Great Britain

802-233-4670
jmasefield@gmavt.net

A friendly, professional, 
and affordable family business.
Interior & Exterior

HESCOCK PAINTING

Kim or Jonathan Hescock
hescock@shoreham.net

462-3737 or 989-9107

Free 
Estimates 

References 

Fully 
Insured

Hummingbird
   Paint &
   Carpentry

Interior/Exterior 

802-377-2030
New Haven, VT

Fully 
Insured

Free
Estimates

PAINTING

NEED A PAINTER?
BOOK NOW FOR SPRING!

HOME INSPECTIONS

Gevry Firewood LLC
gevryfirewoodvt@gmail.com

or 802-349-0699

Are you looking for green or 
seasoned firewood?

Well we’ve got it all right here in Addison, VT!

We cut, split, and deliver hardwood 
firewood in 12-24 inch lengths.

And we now offer kiln dried firewood!
Contact us today for a quote!

FIREWOOD

Quaker Village
Carpentry

Siding, Windows, Garages, Decks & Porches
New Construction, Renovations and Repairs

Maurice plouffe
802-545-2251
1736 Quaker Village Road

Weybridge, VT 05753

FLOORING

Ductwork Design • Sealing
Fabrication • Installation 
Insulation • Replacement

Plasma Art • Torches • Welding 
Plasma Table • Duct Cleaning

H.R.V. / E.R.V. Installation
Ductwork Video Camera

Buy Local!   802.989.0396
Specializing in Ductwork for Heating, 

Ventilating & Air Conditioning Systems
Commercial/Residential . Owner Operated . Fully Insured . Neat & Clean

Ductwork Design • Sealing
Fabrication • Installation
Insulation • Replacement

Duct Cleaning
H.R.V. / E.R.V. Installation
Ductwork Video Camera

Buy Local! 802.989.0396
Specializing in Ductwork for Heating, 

Ventilating & Air Conditioning Systems
Commercial/Residential . Owner Operated . Fully Insured . Neat & Clean

HEATING AND
AIR CONDITIONING

www.vermontcustommoldings.com

EXCAVATION

802-247-5475
802-349-8265

STEADY PROPERTY MAINTENANCE & EXCAVATION

Owner

194 Silver Lake Road 
Goshen, Vt.

steadymaintenance@yahoo.com

CHUCK STEADY

SPRING IS QUICKLYSPRING IS QUICKLY
ON ITS WAY —ON ITS WAY —

SO GET YOUR SPRING SO GET YOUR SPRING 
BUSINESS AD IN TODAY!BUSINESS AD IN TODAY!

ADVERTISE HERE TOADVERTISE HERE TO
FILL YOUR CALENDARFILL YOUR CALENDAR
CALL 802-388-4944.CALL 802-388-4944.

Melissa’s Quality
Cleaning Services
Residential & Commercial

GREAT RATES • FULLY INSURED
Reliable & Thorough 

802 345-6257

Certified
Collision Experts

All Makes and Models
Working with all

Insurance companies

(802) 388-9961
Mon-Fri 8am-5pm

2196 Rt 7 South,  Middlebury
stonecdjr.com

Hometown Service from 
Your Hometown Dealers!

Factory-Trained Technicians
Servicing all makes

and models

G Stone Motors   
36 Boardman St., 

Middlebury
(802) 388-6718

gstonemotors.com 

Stone
Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram
2149 Rt 7 So., Middlebury

(802) 388-9961
stonecdjr.com
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Soak Up The Sun!
Don’t spend your hard-earned money 
making the hot water or electricity that 
you use today–

SOLAR IS MORE AFFORDABLE THAN EVER!

Go Green with us –

We’ve been here for you for 43 years – 
Let us help you with your solar projects today. 

Call for a FREE on-site evaluation

SIDING

LAROSE SURVEYS, P.C.
Ronald L. LaRose, L.S. • Kevin R. LaRose, L.S.

Land Surveying/Septic Design
“We will take you through the

permitting process!”

25 West St. • PO Box 388
Bristol, VT 05443

Telephone: 802-453-3818
Fax: 802- 329-2138

larosesurveys@gmail.com

TAXES

&&service& DIRECTORYBusiness
Thursday painting

plumbing
property management
registration assistance
renewable energy

roofing
rubbish & recycling
septic & water
siding
storage

surveying
taxes
tree service
wood heating

SURVEYING

CHECK US OUT
ONLINE AT

ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM

Marcel Brunet & Sons, Inc.
Windows & Siding

Vergennes, VT

802-316-6060 • rbrunet1@myfairpoint.net • 802-877-2640

Siding • Windows
Additions • Garages • Decks

WE HAVE THE RIGHT EQUIPMENT 
FOR THE RIGHT JOB – TO GIVE YOU

 REASONABLE RATES

Reasonable Rates • Year-round Service • Fully Insured
(802) 453-3351 • Cell (802) 363-5619

24 Hour Emergency Service 453-7014
 Brownswelding.com

Serving Vermont for over 42 years!

BROWN’S TREE & 
CRANE SERVICE

Dangerous Trees Cut & Removed
Stumps Removed  
Trusses Set
Trees Trimmed 
Land Clearing

FREE ESTIMATES FOR TREE SERVICES

TREE SERVICE

Celebrating 36 Years
Environmental Consultants – Licensed Designers

Steve Revell CPG, LD#178 BW

• Water Supply - Location, Development and Permitting
• On-Site Wastewater Design • Single & Multiple Lot Subdivision
• Property Development & Permitting
• State and Local Permitting
• Underground Storage Tank Removal & Assessment

Fax 802-453-5399 • Email: jrevell@lagvt.com
163 Revell Drive • Lincoln, VT 05443

Toll-Free: 800-477-4384
802-453-4384

www.lagvt.com

Jeremy Revell LD#611 BW • Tyler Maynard LD#597 B

CHECK US
OUT

ONLINE AT
ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM

REGISTRATION 
ASSISTANCE

ROOFING

LOOK HERE FIRST!!

Advertise your business on these pages for under $10 per week.
Call 802-388-4944 or email advertising@addisonindependent.com for details.

PLUMBING

PAINTING

SEPTIC & WATER

PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT

Phone (802) 537-3555

roofingMichael Doran
• Standing seam

• Asphalt shingles 
• Slate

Free estimates  •  Fully Insured

roofing

Free estimates  •  Fully Insured

Phone (802) 537-3555

Michael Doran
as seen at Addison County Field Days!

• Standing seam
• Asphalt shingles 

• Slate

mpdoransr@gmail.com

Made You Look
Imagine what
this space
could do for
your business

GETGET
RESULTS!RESULTS!
ADVERTISE ADVERTISE HEREHERE

ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM

Go Solar with
AllEarth Renewables
Customer-driven solutions 
designed, engineered and built 
in Vermont, with over 3,000 
installations in the state.

CALL 802.872.9600 x122
allearthrenewalables.com

RENEWABLE ENERGY

ROAD READY SERVICE LLC
JEANNE MILLER (802) 349-8483 • roadreadyservicellc@gmail.com

2877 Ethan Allen Highway, New Haven, VT. 05472

SAVE A TRIP TO THE DMVSAVE A TRIP TO THE DMV
Don’t drive to Rutland or Montpelier!

We can register all makes and models of cars, 
trucks, campers, trailers, RVs and boats

here in Addison County!

Acorn Painting

Interior/
Exterior

Honest
Dependable

Fully 
Insured

Mike Dever • michael@acornpainting.com
802-453-5611  (c) 802-373-9176

Acorn Painting

Short Surveying, inc.
Serving Addison County Since 1991

Timothy L. Short, L.S.
Property Line Surveys • Topographical Surveys

FEMA Elevation Certificates
135 S. Pleasant St., Middlebury, VT 

802-388-3511
ShortSurveyingVT@gmail.com

Serving Addison County
Call Us Today: (877) 777-7343

middleburyroofing.com
middleburyroofingvt@gmail.com

Slate Roof Specialists
S AV E  Y O U R  S L AT E  R O O F

Custom Copper • Standing Seam • Shingles 
Rubber • Chimneys • Siding • Windows

Senior Discount • Church Discount

Are you a
tax preparer?
We’ll help you reach

 more clients this 
tax season.

Email advertising@
addisonindependent.com 

to get started.

802-388-4944 802-388-4944 
advertising@addisonindependent.com.advertising@addisonindependent.com.

The first edition of our Home Improvement 
Special Section will be published on March 31st. 
Contact us today for advertising information!
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Personals
POKER! LOOKING TO 
join a group to play poker. 
Please call Charles at 802-
388-7743.

Public Meetings
AL-ANON OFFERS HELP 
and hope to anyone who 
has been affected by a 
loved one’s drinking.  
Middlebury hosts online 
meetings, Sunday nights at 
7:15 pm and Wednesdays 
a t  1 :30  pm.   V i s i t 
vermontalanonalateen.org 
for the link and list of other 
meetings in the region.  If 
you’d like to speak to an 
Al-Anon member, call our 
answering service (866-
972-5266) and an Al-Anon 
member will call you back.

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS in person meetings 
are suspended until further 
notice.  For a list of local 
virtual meetings visit http://
bit.ly/district9aa.  For more 
information visit https://aavt.
org/ or call the 24 hour hot-
line at 802-388-9284.

VERGENNES FREE 
THINKERS Founded in 
1935 on the principle of one 
alcoholic helping another 
to achieve sobriety, A.A. 
is an effective and endur-
ing program of recovery 
that has changed countless 
lives.  A.A. has always been 
committed to making its pro-
gram of recovery available 
to anyone, anywhere, who 
reaches out for help with an 
alcohol problem.  The Ver-
gennes Free Thinkers meet-
ing was created in January 
of this year to maintain a 
tradition of free expression, 
conduct a meeting where 
alcoholics may feel free to 
express any beliefs, doubts 
or disbelief they may have, 
to share their own personal 
form of spiritual experience, 
their search for it, and/or 
their rejection of it, without 
having to accept anyone 
else’s beliefs or having to 
deny their own. Meetings 
are held with a high regard 
for compassion and inclu-
sion without judgment or 
exception.  If you think we 
can help, please join us 
on Thursdays at 6pm by 
contacting Vergennesfree-
thinkers@gmail.com for 
Zoom and in-person meet-
ing information.

THE TURNING POINT 
CENTER of Addison Coun-
ty is temporarily closed.  
Due to COVID-19 we are 
now holding our meetings 
online. For up-to-date infor-
mation on how to access 
recovery services remotely 
please visit  https://turning-
pointaddisonvt.org/covid-
19-page-2/.’

VERMONT SUPPORT 
LINE Are you struggling 
with a challenging situation? 
Do you have feelings of 
sadness, loneliness, isola-
tion, anger, or depression? 
You don’t have to face it 
alone. Talk with a caring 
person who understands 
what you’re going through 
today by calling or texting 
the free and confidential 
Pathways Vermont Support 
Line available 24/7 at (833) 
VT - TALKS.

Services
C+I DRYWALL and plaster-
ing. Call Joe 802-234-5545.

CONSTRUCTION: ADDI-
TIONS, RENOVATIONS 
new construction, drywall, 
carpentry, painting, flooring, 
roofing, pressure washing, 
driveway sealing. All as-
pects of construction, also 
property maintenance. Ste-
ven Fifield 802-989-0009.

MELISSA’S QUALITY 
CLEANING Services. Resi-
dential and commercial. 
Fully insured. Great rates. 
Reliable and thorough 
cleaning. 802-345-6257.

3
WE BUY OLD STUFF Es-
tates, collections, antiques 
etc. Also hunting and fish-
ing items. Call Erik 802-
345-0653.

Free
FREE CAMP WOOD. 
You haul away. Monday 
- Wednesday pick up. 453-
2897.

DIGITAL ACCESS View 
obituaries, calendar listings 
and classifieds online at 
addisonindependent.com.  
Don’t miss out on events, 
garage sales, or opportu-
nities- check out our free 
digital listings.  Looking to 
read more? Become a sub-
scriber!

Help Wanted
AMERICAN FLATBREAD 
MIDDLEBURY Hearth 
is hiring!  Offering good 
compensation, respect-
ful co-workers, and great 
food.  We are hiring for 
multiple full time and part 
time positions including bar 

leadership, daytime prep 
and evening shifts.  Ample 
opportunities for growth in 
a positive work environ-
ment.  Please stop in for 
an application or email Joe 
at joe@americanflatbread.
com. EOE.

DEADLINE: Monday at 5 p.m. 
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Volunteer ad
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Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities

2022 National Volunteer Week
Help Celebrate Our Community of Volunteers!

This spring, the Addison Independent and area 
nonprofit organizations will celebrate volunteers in 
a special Volunteer Week edition of the paper. This 
project provides the opportunity to acknowledge volunteers 
and the remarkable impact their service has on our 
community. If your organization has volunteers you would 
like to acknowledge, we welcome you to submit volunteer 
spotlights or names for inclusion in this section.

For more information, please contact RSVP of Addison 
County at 802-388-7044 or rsvpfgp@gmail.com.

A & W in Middlebury is 
opening for the season and 
looking for cooks, fountain 
workers and carhop servers. 
Please send resume

to Gail Daha,
c/o Greg’s Market,

658 Exchange Street
Middlebury, VT 05753 or 
call Gail at 802-989-7651.

Maintenance Technician
Addison County Community Trust (ACCT) is seeking a full-time 

Maintenance Technician for our apartments in Middlebury and 
Vergennes. Experience in carpentry, plumbing, electrical is preferred 

but not required. Starting pay is $20 per hour for those with experience.  
Excellent benefit packages, including 4 weeks of paid time off per year, 

paid holidays, health insurance, and matching retirement contribution. 
High School + minimum 1 years related experience, reliable 

transportation & insurance, valid driver’s license, clean driving record 
required.  Staff are required to be fully vaccinated, including boosted 

against COVID-19. Religious/medical exempt staff
are required to show proof of negative PCR test weekly. 

If you are interested in the position
please email Colby Benjamin at Colby@addisontrust.org. 

EOE

is hiring for the 2022 season.
We are located in Bristol.

Work includes Hardscape Installations, 
Planting Installations and

Planting Bed Maintenance.
Applicants should have a valid driver’s 

license and the ability to work in 
all weather conditions. Experience 

preferred but we are willing to train. 
Work to begin early April. 

Starting pay $17.00 per hr. and up.

Contact: Dave Brett
Email: davebrett@gmavt.net

Phone: (802)363-9958

Colby Hill
Landscape Company

LANDSCAPERS WANTED:LANDSCAPERS WANTED:

We’re seeking a meticulously organized, energetic 
and positive individual to be the Race Director 

for the Middlebury Maple Run. 

Part time position starting in April and ramping 
up until race day in early October.

Be a part of a dedicated team working to keep 
this event thriving in downtown Middlebury.

Ready for a RACE?

To apply, email Christy Lynn at 
christy@addisonindependent.com
with a letter of interest and resume. 

Vermont Integrated Architecture, 
P.C. (VIA) of Middlebury, VT seeks 

an architect or experienced designer 
with approximately 7-10 years of 

experience with design and construction 
documentation for sustainable residential, 
commercial, and institutional projects.

Position requires excellent communication 
skills, strong proficiency with Revit 

production of technical drawings, detailed 
knowledge of building construction and 
construction documentation and related 
systems, and experience managing and 

mentoring designers and junior architects. 
Must be a team-player and share VIA 
values with respect to sustainability, 
community, and design excellence

Experience with Revit, AutoCAD, and 
Adobe Creative Suite programs required. 

 Send letter of interest and resume to: 
gwen@vermontintegratedarchitecture.com

Architect

Help Wanted

Help
Wanted

ads can be 
found on 

Pages 9B, 
10B & 11B.

Addison Independent

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Public Meetings

Help Wanted

Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted Help WanteFree

Help Wanted
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DRIVERS, Part time sum-
mer drivers needed to work 
at Keewaydin boys summer 
camps on Lake Dunmore in 
Salisbury, Vt. Job involves 
driving 15-passenger vans 
with canoe trailers, taking 
groups of kids to areas 
throughout northern New 

England and southern 
Quebec. CDL/school bus 
endorsement preferred. 
Please contact as soon as 
possible: Daria Carden at 
802-352-4770 or daria@
keewaydin.org

HELP WANTED: Fair 
Haven,VT. Caregiver for 
25 year old male who is 
a quadriplegic. Help with 
daily tasks. No special 
skills needed. Hours are 
Monday though Friday 
overnights,9pm to 7am-
work one day or all five 
or a combination. We are 
flexible. Pay is $15-$20 
an hour. Contact Lia at 
liamcfarline@yahoo.com

HOME CARE Provider 
needed for elderly indepen-
dent individual with special 
needs. Care for the individ-
ual in your home. Per Diem 
Respite Position in Brandon 
- Weekly/weekend hours 
available. Flexible Em-
ployer. Competitive hourly 
and overnight rates. Call 
for more information - 802-
398-5657 or respite2022@
yahoo.com

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Addison Independent

Addison Central School District is seeking part-time 
School Nutrition Assistants for the breakfast and lunch 
programs. Schedule would be 6 hours/day, Monday-
Friday. Responsibilities include food preparation, 
serving students, and lunchroom/kitchen clean-up. If 
you have questions, please contact Laura LaVacca at 
802-382-1274.

Apply by submitting a letter of interest, 
resume, and three current reference letters 

via School Spring or send to:
Peter Burrows, Superintendent
Addison Central School District

49 Charles Avenue
Middlebury, VT 05753

 Applications will be accepted until the position is filled.
E.O.E.

ADDISON CENTRAL
SCHOOL DISTRICT

SCHOOL
NUTRITION
ASSISTANT

Full-Time Lawn Care 
& 

Landscaping
Positions Available

Immediate positions available working 
Monday – Friday and some Saturdays.

Paid Holidays, partial uniforms, 
and competitive pay.   

Experience isn’t necessary 
but having a positive attitude, 

loving to work outside, 
and being reliable is.

To apply, call 802-352-9088
or stop by at 307 Kelly Cross Rd., 

Salisbury, VT 05769

Account Manager 
(Sales)

Vermont Soap in Middlebury is looking 
for a motivated, outgoing and highly 
organized individual to join our sales 
team. 

Must have excellent written and verbal 
communication skills and possess 
strong knowledge of Microsoft and Excel 
programs. Previous sales experience a 
plus. Some benefits include weekends 
off, paid vacation time, paid holidays 
and 401k. 

Submit cover letter and resume to 
nichole@vermontsoap.com.

Full-Time CSR/Dispatcher
Immediate on-site office position 

M-Fr 8-5
Are you willing to work in a fast-paced 

environment, individually or with a team 
of people?  Are you a problem solver, 

multi-tasker, and great listener who has 
strong computer skills?

Daily interactions with customers, 
answering phone, order taking, data entry, 

invoicing, filing, scheduling deliveries.

Send resume to:
Vermont Natural Ag Products, Inc.

297 Lower Foote Street
Middlebury, VT 05753

Fax: 802-388-1135
tfmoodoo@sover.net

MARKETING & ADVERTISING 
ACCOUNT MANAGER

Join us as we pursue  
excellence in local media!

The Addison Independent is hiring a dynamic 
individual with boundless creative energy and an 

optimistic desire to help local businesses. 

A SUCCESSFUL CANDIDATE WOULD HAVE:

• A passion and drive to help local businesses pursue 
effective marketing and advertising platforms.

• A tenacious drive to support and grow sales.  

• An outgoing personality eager to meet and  help 
develop effective marketing plans for area  businesses.

• Excellent communication skills and comfort  
conducting business over email, phone, and  in person. 

• Exceptional organization skills and the capacity to help 
clients navigate the field of options  effectively.

Full time position offering generous 
benefits, a flexible schedule and 
room for self-direction, as well as 
the opportunity to join a cheerful, 

family-owned company in 
Middlebury

If this is you,  
let Christy know!

Christy Lynn, Director of Sales
58 Maple St. Middlebury, VT 05753
christy@addisonindependent.com

And, we 
love our 

pets!

3 x 5 col CD
inner garden

3 x 5 col CD
filler

or 
porter ad

NOW HIRING!NOW HIRING!
T. Bodette 

Landscaping
& Excavation

is seeking motivated,
self starters for landscape 

maintenance and lawn 
mowing positions.
Valid driver’s license 

preferred.
Please call to apply:

802-388-4529.

TOWN ACCOUNTANT
The Town of Fair Haven, VT is seeking 
qualified applicants for the position 

of town accountant. This is a full-time 
exempt position with benefits.

This is an exempt position that oversees 
the maintenance of comprehensive 

accounting records for the town. This 
position is responsible for developing and 
managing financial management systems 

and practices for all departments, assuring 
orderly flow of receipts and expenditure 

monitoring including cash flow, processing 
payroll and account payables. The position 

is the primary financial advisor to the
Town Manager, and is the liaison with the 
Town Treasurer. An associate’s degree in 
accounting plus two years’ experience in 

municipal government is preferred.

Salary ranges from $30,000 - $52,000. 
Salary based on experience.

A complete job description is available 
at the Fair Haven Town Office.

Send a cover letter and resume by 
March 31, 2022 to:

Town Manager, 5 North Park Place,
Fair Haven, VT 05743 or

via email to fhmanager@comcast.net.
Fair Haven is an Equal Opportunity Employer

ALL ADDISON COUNTY LOCATIONS 
CURRENTLY HIRING!

For openings and to apply, visit 
Maplefields.com

Looking for work in your hometown? 
We offer medical, dental, paid vacation, 

personal time, sick time and 401K for
full time positions.

Town of Middlebury
Wastewater Treatment

Plant Operator
(Laboratory Technician)

This is specialized work in the operation 
and maintenance of a wastewater treatment 
plant facility. Work involves responsibility 
for monitoring plant samplers for proper 
operation, for performing laboratory analysis 
necessary to regulate plant operations and for 
making operating adjustments by regulating 
valves and engaging and disengaging pumps, 
etc.

Work is performed in accordance with 
plant operating schedules and scheduled 
preventive laboratory maintenance and 
routines. Employees are expected to be able 
to recognize malfunctions or other operating 
problems and to take corrective action based 
upon experience. Work if this class involves 
some actions, the consequence of which 
improperly performed would cause problems 
of a safety, economic and environmental 
nature. The work requires knowledge and 
skills that can be learned on the job, but only 
with considerable supervisory participation 
supplemented by formal on-the-job training 
courses. The work of this class involves no 
supervisory responsibility. Employees receive 
direct supervision and operating instructions 
from the wastewater superintendent. Work is 
reviewed primarily through review of logs, 
laboratory reports, and maintenance records. 
Work does involve some element of personal 
risk and unpleasant working surroundings.

Complete job description and application 
may be obtained on-line at www.
townofmiddlebury.org, at the Department of 
Public Works, or by calling 388-4045. Submit 
applications by March 31, 2022 to Bill Kernan 
at the Department of Public Works Office, 
1020 Route 7 South, Middlebury, VT 05753.

The Town of Middlebury
 is an Equal Opportunity Employer

Road 
Crew 

Member

The Town of Starksboro is 
searching for a full-time 

road crew member. 
Under the direction 
of the Road Foreman, 

this position is 
one that implements 

all municipal highway 
operations in order to advance 

the safe and effective functioning 
of the Starksboro road system, including 
municipal construction projects and maintenance 
of municipal roads, sidewalks, vehicles, and 
equipment. The full job description and
required application form is available at 
www.starksborovt.org.  Must live or be willing 
to relocate to within reasonable distance of 
Starksboro. Full benefit package offered as 
outlined in the town’s personnel policy. 

Submit applications to the Starksboro 
Selectboard c/o Rebecca Elder

at PO Box 91, Starksboro, VT 05487
or email to rebecca@starksborovt.org

Applications will be accepted
until position is filled. EOE

2 x col  6 CD
seed sheets

Help Wanted Help Wanted

Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted

Help Wanted
Help Wanted 
ads can be 

found on Pages 
9B, 10B & 11B

38 Pond Lane, Middlebury

*NO Heavy Lifting*
*Flexible Schedules*

As we near our busy season, 
Seedsheets is looking for seasonal 

help in processing customer orders. 
We are looking for team members 

with strong attention to detail and a 
desire to create a great product for 

our customers.
Primary business hours are 8:00-5:00, 

but flexibility on days and hours
can be discussed.

Please email: jobs@seedsheets.com 
for more information.

Seasonal Help 
Needed

Looking for extra 
income this spring?

$18 an hour

Looking for 
something different?

Your local newspaper 
is your

BEST RESOURCE 
for local 

job opportunities!

Also available online:
addisonindependent.com

Help Wanted

Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted

Help Wanted Help Wanted

Help Wanted Help Wanted

Help Wanted Help Wanted
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CAMP KEEWAYDIN IS 
looking for a Trailer-Van 
Inspector to fill out a check-
list of items related to equip-
ment usage. No experience 
necessary, M-F with some 
Saturdays through October. 
Email lee@keewaydin.org 
or call 802-352-4447.

YEAR ROUND WAIT-
STAFF needed for busy 
family restaurant. Apply in 
person to Rosie’s Restau-
rant, Rte 7 South, Middle-
bury.

For Sale
CAST IRON Parlor Stove. 
25.5” wide and 30” height 
$300.00 Diane 802-349-
7691.

RED AND BLUE heeler 
puppies. Had all shots. 
Ready to go. $600. each. 
518-569-0957.

For Rent
BRISTOL- Active parent 
who enjoys snow boarding 
& family time, seeking dog-
friendly housemate. Private 
BA. $550/mo. + small utils. 
share. 802-863-5625 or 
HomeShareVermont.org 
for application. Interview, 
refs, background checks 
req. EHO

DRY, WINTER/SUMMER 
STORAGE SPACE in Ad-
dison. Available storage 
space in my barn for sum-
mer/winter storage. The 
barn is structurally sound 
and weather-tight with 
electricity. No heat or run-
ning water. The barn is also 
available for lease. The en-
trance door measurements 
are 8’ wide by 7’ high. For 
more info: 802-363-3403 
or rochon_m@yahoo.com.

MIDDLEBURY SUGAR-
WOOD APARTMENTS 
is currently taking waitlist 
applications for 2, 3, 4  bed-
room apartments. Minimum 
occupancy requirements.  
No smoking/ No pets.  In-
come limits apply- Rent 
based on income. Equal 
Housing Opportunity 802-
247-0165 TTY: 800-253-
0191 www.SummitPMG.
com.

MIDDLEBURY, OFF CAM-
PUS HOUSING available. 
802-388-4831, AJ Neri 
Property Rentals.

SPECTACULAR 2 BED-
ROOM rental on the lake 
in Leicester. Completely,  
newly remodeled. Long 
term rental. Heat, electric-
ity, parking included. Inter-
net available. $2,000/mo. 
plus deposit, references. 
Available April 1. 802-388-
0860.

VERGENNES VALLEY 
VIEW APARTMENTS is 
currently taking wait list ap-
plications.  Occupants must 
be 62+ years of age.  No 
smoking/ No pets. Income 
limits apply - Rent based 
on income. Equal Housing 
Opportunity.  802-247-0165 
TTY: 800-253-0191 www.
SummitPMG.com.

Att. Farmers
EXCELLENT QUALITY 
1ST cut, wrapped baleage, 
large square bales dry hay. 
Shelburne, Vermont. Call 
Andy 802-598-6060. Analy-
sis available upon request.

FIRST CUT HAY delivered 
802-343-5158

HORSE BLANKET WASH 
and repair.  Accepting non-
leather (for now) horsewear 
of all kinds for cleaning and 
repairing at my Weybridge 
location.  Call or text Sue 
Miller at 802-377-5945 or 
email svdwmiller@icloud.
com with “horse” in the 
subject line for more in-
formation.

SMALL SQUARE BALES 
$3.50.  Excellent round 
bales $30.00.  Call 802-
377-5455.

TRACTOR 1550 DIESEL 
Oliver-Cockshutt disman-
tled. $1800 802-343-5158

WHITNEY’S CUSTOM 
FARM WORK Pond agi-
tating, liquid manure haul-
ing, drag line aerating. Call 
for price. 462-2755, John 
Whitney.

HELP  WANTED

Full-time road crew position. 
Applicant must have at least a Class 

B CDL; should be willing to learn dump 
truck operation and maintenance, 
snowplowing, road building, and 

small equipment operation such as 
chain saws. Must be able to get along 

well with others and be willing to 
work outdoors in all types of weather. 

Must have passed drug test and 
medical exam for CDL drivers prior to 
employment. Good benefit package:

12 paid holidays, medical insurance, 
and sick leave; pay based on experience.

 Application and job description 
available at Town Clerk’s Office and 

www.newhavenvt.com.

Submit to Town Office to:
Town of New Haven 78 North St.
New Haven, Vt. 05472; or email
newhaventreasurer@gmavt.net

802 453 3516.

 

Highway Department 
Road Crew

2 x col  4.5 CD
midd animal

hosp

This is semi-skilled work in the maintenance 
of a water distribution system.  Work involves 
performing semi-skilled manual tasks in 
maintaining pumping equipment and water 
lines.

Work is performed in accordance with 
established routines, with employees making 
only limited decisions, which follow well-
established precedence.  Major maintenance 
decisions are referred to a supervisor.  Work 
requires knowledge that can be readily 
learned on the job.  Work of this class involves 
some actions the consequences of which if 
improperly performed would cause problems 
of a safety and economic nature.  Employees 
exercise no supervisory responsibility and 
their work is reviewed in compliance to 
prescribed maintenance schedules and by 
direct observation by a supervisor.  Work does 
involve some element of personal risk and 
unpleasant work surroundings.

Complete job description and application 
may be obtained on-line at www.
townofmiddlebury.org, at the Department of 
Public Works, 1020 Route 7 South, or via email 
at publicworks@townofmiddlebury.org.

Town of Middlebury
Water Maintainer

OLD & Used
guns wanted

P: 802-775-2859
C: 802-236-7213

Rifles, 
Hand 
guns, 

Shot guns
Top prices paid.

Let us help you sift through 
the complexities of the Fair 
Housing Law. Stay legal. 
Stay on the right side of the 
nation’s Fair Housing Law. 

Call the Addison 
Independent at (802) 

388-4944. 
Talk to our sales 

professionals.

It’s against the law 
to  discriminate

when advertising 
housing

Its easier to break the law 
than you might think. You 
can’t say “no children” or 
“adults only.”

There’s a lot you can’t say. 
The Federal Government 
is watching for such 
discrimination.

All real estate 
advertising in this 
newspaper is subject  to 
the Federal Fair Housing 
Act of 1968 as amended 
which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, 
limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status, national 
origin, sexual orientation, 
or persons receiving 
public assistance, or an 
intention to make any such 
preference, limitation or 
discrimination.”

This newspaper will 
not  knowingly accept any 
advertisement for real 
estate which is in violation 
of the law. Our readers are 
hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised in this 
newspaper are available 
on an equal opportunity 
basis.  To complain of 
discrimination, call HUD 
Toll-free at 1-800-424-
8590. For the Washington, 
DC area please call HUD 
at 426-3500.

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Help Wanted

Help
Wanted ads 
can be found 
on Pages 9B, 

10B & 11B

Middlebury Animal Hospital is continuing to 
grow. We are seeking experienced client service 

representatives and veterinary assistants or 
technicians who can join our 4-doctor practice 

in lovely Middlebury Vermont.
The hospital is well equipped and stays busy all 

year round. We offer medical, dental,
vision and retirement plans. We cover 

continuing education costs. Most of our staff 
has been here for more than 10 years, with the 

average being 16 years of employment. We 
have gone from 3 full time doctors, to now 4. 

And we need to add more! 
We look forward to growing our work

family with compassionate, intelligent
and motivated professionals. 

Please send inquiries and resumes to
Dr. Mark Doran and Dr. Scott Sutor at 

middleburyah@gmail.com.
For more information about the Middlebury 
Animal Hospital, please visit our website at 

https://middleburyah.net/.

Receptionists and 
Veterinary Assistants / 

Technicians

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Addison Independent

Help Wanted

For Rent

XXXXXXXFor Rent Att. Farmers Att. Farmers

Wanted

Help Wanted

INVITATION TO BID
TOWN OF MIDDLEBURY

BID NUMBER # 20220307-1
Sealed competitive bids for a New Cabbed 4x4 Tractor with Rear 3-Point 

Hitch-Mount Boom Rotary Mower (Roadside Mower) will be received at the 
office of the Town Manager, 77 Main Street, Middlebury, VT 05753 until 11:00 
AM, March 25, 2022. 

The Town of Middlebury, VT reserves the right to waive any 
informalities, reject any and all bids, or to accept any bid deemed 
to be in the best interest of the Town.

Information for Bidders, Specifications and Bid Forms may be obtained by 
contacting the Department of Public Works at 1020 Route 7 South via email 
at pkirby@townofmiddlebury.org, by phone at (802) 388-4045 or on the Town’s 
webpage at www.townofmiddlebury.org.

The resident and non-resident owners, lienholders and mortgagees of the real 
estate in the Town of Leicester, in the County of Addison, and State of Vermont 
are hereby notified that real estate taxes for the 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009, 
2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020 and 2021 tax 
years assessed by the Town of Leicester remain, either in whole or in part, unpaid 
upon the following described real estate in the Town of Leicester as indicated 
below, to wit:

Duane Atwood: Delinquent 2019, 2020, and 2021 Property Taxes
Being a 1965 green and white Starlite mobile home, serial number 4668, located 

at 66 Cove Point Drive, Leicester, Vermont, as referenced in a Vermont Mobile 
Home Uniform Bill of Sale from Stephen A. Marcoux, Executor for the Estate of 
Roger Marcoux to Duane Atwood dated November 13, 2018, and of record in the 
Leicester Land Records in Mobile Home Bill of Sale Book 1 at Page 337. (Parcel 
I.D. #202126-7).

Helen Corbett and April Elrick:  Delinquent 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018, 
2019, 2020 and 2021 Property Taxes

Being a 1993 14’x80’ Crème Skyline mobile home, serial number 5K10-0438G, 
located 61 Cove Point Drive, Leicester, Vermont, as referenced in a Vermont 
Mobile Home Uniform Bill of Sale from Mike Bilodeau to Helen Corbett and April 
Elrick dated March 26, 2013, and of record in the Leicester Land Records in 
Mobile Home Bill of Sale Book 1 at Page 186.  (Parcel I.D. #202126-8).

Estate of Scott A. Currier:  Delinquent 2017, 2018, 2020 and 2021
Property Taxes

Being 10.10 acres of land, more or less, with any and all improvements thereon, 
including but not limited to a 1999 28’x46’ Redman Homes, Inc. Shadow Ridge 
mobile home, serial number 12233878, located at 971 Cram Road, Leicester, 
Vermont, and being all and the same lands and premises conveyed to Scott A. 
Currier in a Warranty Deed from Richard A. Felion and Sandra J. Felion dated 
September 24, 1998, and of record in the Leicester Land Records in Book 50 at 
Page 177.  Reference is further made to a Vermont Mobile Home Uniform Bill of 
Sale from LaFond’s Auto Body, Inc. to Scott A. Currier dated September 24, 1998, 
and of record in the Leicester Land Records in Mobile Home Bill of Sale Book 1 at 
Page 34.  (Parcel I.D. #060058-1).

David Gearwar and Melissa Gearwar:  Delinquent 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016, 
2017, 2018, 2019, 2020 and 2021 Property Taxes

Being a 1983 14’x70’ Brown Titan mobile home, serial number 98400000000000, 
located at 653 Shackett Road, Leicester, Vermont, as referenced in a Vermont 
Mobile Home Uniform Bill of Sale from Roy J. Lockwood, Sr. to David and Melissa 
Gearwar dated December 8, 2003, and of record in the Leicester Land Records in 
Mobile Home Bill of Sale Book 1 at Page 122.  (Parcel I.D. #030026-1).

Estate of Barbara Isabelle (formerly Gorton):  Delinquent 2016, 2017, 2018, 
2019, 2020 and 2021 Property Taxes

Being 1.3 acres of land, more or less, with any and all improvements thereon, 
including but not limited to a 2004 14’x68’ Commodore Genesis mobile home, 
serial number CC41961A, located at 1270 U.S. Route 7, Leicester, Vermont, 
and being all and the same lands and premises conveyed to Gary N. Gorton 
and Barbara J. Gorton in a Warranty Deed from Robert P. Costin, Trustee of the 
Edna Page Trust, with the power and authority to protect, conserve, sell, lease, 
encumber, or otherwise manage and dispose of the real property of said Edna 
Page, under Trust Agreement dated July 22, 1981, said Warranty Deed dated 
June 27, 1983, and of record in the Leicester Land Records in Book 34 at Page 
168.  Reference is made to a Vermont Mobile Home Uniform Bill of Sale from 
Town and Country Homes, Inc. to Barbara Isabelle dated February 5, 2004, and 
of record in the Leicester Land Records in Mobile Home Bill of Sale Book 1 at 
Page 13.  Reference is further made to a Final Order in the matter Gary Gorton v. 
Barbara Gorton, Addison Family Court Docket No. 236-10-95 Andm, dated April 
30, 1996, and of record in the Leicester Land Records in Book 47 at Page 130.  
(Parcel I.D. #060020).

Larry Lanpher, Jr. and Laryssa Dutton:  Delinquent 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019, 
2020 and 2021 Property  Taxes

Being a 1987 mobile home located at 51 Indian Trail, Leicester, Vermont, as 
referenced in a Vermont Mobile Home Uniform Bill of Sale from Jesse D. Phillips 
to Larry Lanpher, Jr. and Laryssa Dutton dated January 13, 2016, and of record 
in the Leicester Land Records in Mobile Home Bill of Sale Book 1 at Page 321.  
(Parcel I.D. #2021261).

Daniel Lounsbury:  Delinquent 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020 and 2021
Property Taxes

Being 2.00 acres of land, more or less, with dwelling and any and all 
improvements thereon located at 1866 Hooker  Road, Leicester, Vermont, and 
being all and the same lands and premises conveyed to Daniel A. Lounsbury in a 
Warranty Deed from Charles E. Lounsbury, Jr., survivor of Virginia M. Lounsbury, 
dated February 23, 2016, and of record in the Leicester Land Records in Book 77 
at Page 471.  (Parcel I.D. #202039-1). 

James J. Maranville, Jr., Jae M. Kniffin and Susan M. Porter:  Delinquent 
2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017, 
2018, 2019, 2020 and 2021 Property Taxes

Being .22 acre of land, more or less, with any and all improvements thereon 
located on Lake Dunmore Road, Leicester, Vermont, and being all and the same 
lands and premises conveyed to James J. Maranville, Jr., Jae M. Kniffin and 
Susan M. Porter in a Warranty Deed from James J. Maranville and Juanita N. 
Maranville dated July 8, 1992, and of record in the Leicester Land Records in Book 
43 at Page 79.  (Parcel I.D. #212214).

Estate of Roger Marcille:  Delinquent 2018, 2019, 2020 and 2021
property taxes

Being .67 acre of land, more or less, with any and all improvements thereon, 
including but not limited to a 1990 14’x70’ Cream Skyline Manson Villa mobile 
home , serial number 18546-1, located at 1691 U.S. Route 7, Leicester, Vermont, 
and being all and the same lands and premises conveyed to Roger J. Marcille 

(deceased) and Joan D. Marcille (deceased) in a Warranty Deed from Pearl A. 
Morcombe dated November 8, 2004, and of record in the Leicester Land Records 
in Book 60 at Page 70.  Reference is further made to a Vermont Mobile Home 
Uniform Bill of Sale from Pearl A. Morcombe to Roger J. Marcille and Joan D. 
Marcille dated November 8, 2004, and of record in the Leicester Land Records in 
Mobile Home Bill of Sale Book 1 at Page 250.  (Parcel I.D. #020061).

Samantha L. Orum:  Delinquent 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020 and 2021
Property Taxes

Being a 1978 14’x70’ Yellow Skyline mobile home, serial number 01160101M, 
located 50 Cove Point Drive, Leicester, Vermont, as referenced in a Vermont 
Mobile Home Uniform Bill of Sale from Douglas J. Westcott and Cynthia I. Cahill to 
Samantha L. Orum dated November 13, 2015, and of record in the Leicester Land 
Records in Mobile Home Bill of Sale Book 1 at Page 317.  (Parcel I.D. #202126-9).

Estate of Robert Severy:  Delinquent 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020 and 2021 
Property Taxes

Being 7.60 acres of land, more or less, with any and all improvements thereon 
located off Old Jerusalem Road, Leicester, Vermont, and being all and the same 
lands and premises conveyed to Hayden Severy (deceased) and Robert Severy 
(deceased) in a Warranty Deed from Jennie Richmond dated September 24, 1963, 
and of record in the Leicester Land Records in Book 28 at Page 510.  (Parcel I.D. 
#020077).

Statewide Corporation:  Delinquent 2013, 2014, 2015, 2018, 2019, 2020 and 
2021 Property Taxes

Being .24 acre of land, more or less, with any and all improvements thereon 
located on Delorm Road, Leicester, Vermont, and being all and the same lands and 
premises conveyed to Statewide Corporation in a Quit Claim Deed from Telephone 
Operating Company of Vermont LLC dated June 27, 2013, and of record in the 
Leicester Land Records in Book 80 at Page 61.  (Parcel I.D. #070042).

Ruth G. Strickholm Revocable Trust, u/t/a dated March 28, 2007:  
Delinquent 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020 and 2021 Property Taxes

Being 3.20 acres of land, more or less, with dwelling and any and all 
improvements thereon located at 2303 Fern Lane Road, Leicester, Vermont, 
and being all and the same lands and premises conveyed to Ruth G. Strickholm, 
Trustee of the Ruth G. Strickholm Revocable Trust u/t/a dated March 28, 2007, in a 
Quit Claim Deed from Ruth G. Strickholm, sole surviving Trustee of the Strickholm 
Trust, said Deed dated July 19, 2007, and of record in the Leicester Land Records 
in Book 64 at Page 100.  Reference is further made to the following documents of 
record in the Leicester Land Records:  (a) Warranty Deed from Francis Brown to 
George E. Strickholm and Ruth G. Strickholm, Trustees of the Strickholm Trust, 
dated December 29, 1988, recorded in Book 39 at Page 418; (b) Revocation of 
Strickholm Trust dated October 7, 2004, recorded in Book 59 at Page 332; (c) 
Declaration of Alden Trust dated October 7, 2004, recorded in Book 59 at Page 
533; (d) Quit Claim Deed from Ruth  G. Strickholm to Ruth G. Strickholm, Trustee 
of the Alden Trust dated October 8, 2004, recorded in Book 59 at Page536; (e) 
Revocation of Alden Trust dated March 28, 2007, recorded in Book 64 at Page 
26; (f) Quit Claim Deed from Ruth G. Strickholm (survivor of George E. Strickholm 
and Ruth G. Strickholm) individually, and as Trustee of the Alden Trust u/t/a 
dated October 7, 2004, to Ruth G. Strickholm, dated March 28, 2007, recorded 
in Book 64 at Page 27; (g) Quit Claim Deed from Ruth G. Strickholm to Ruth G. 
Strickholm, Trustee of the Ruth G. Strickholm Revocable Living Trust u/t/a dated 
March 28, 2007, said Deed dated March 28, 2007, recorded in Book 64 at Page 
29; (h) Corrective Quit Claim Deed from Ruth G. Strickholm, (survivor of George 
E. Strickholm and Ruth G. Strickholm), individually and as Trustee of the Alden 
Trust u/t/a dated October 7, 2004, to Ruth G. Strickholm, Trustee of the Ruth G. 
Strickholm Revocable Trust u/t/a dated March 23, 2007, said Deed dated July 
19, 2007, recorded in Book 64 at Page 102; (i) Reinstatement of Strickholm Trust 
dated July 19, 2007, recorded in Book 64 at Page 116; (j) Trustee’s Certificate for 
the Strickholm Trust dated July 19, 2007, recorded in Book 64 at Page 117; and 
(k) Revocation of the Strickholm Trust dated July 19, 2007, recorded in Book 64 at 
Page 118. (Parcel I.D. #060022).

Jess C. Taylor and Tina M. Santor (now known as Tina M. Taylor):  
Delinquent 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020 and 2021 Property Taxes

Being .50 acre of land, more or less, with dwelling and any and all improvements 
thereon located at 32 Jenna Lane, Leicester, Vermont, and being all and the same 
lands and premises conveyed to Jess C. Taylor and Tina M. Santor (n/k/a Tina 
M. Taylor) in a Warranty Deed from Michael M. Lussier dated March 25, 2009, 
and of record in the Leicester Land Records in Book 66 at Page 549.  (Parcel I.D. 
#050010).

And so much of said real estate will be sold at public auction at the Leicester 
Town Clerk’s office, a public place in said Town on the 21st day of April, 2022 at 
9:00 o’clock in the forenoon, as shall be requisite to discharge such taxes with 
costs and fees, unless previously paid.

Any questions or inquiries regarding the above-referenced sale should be 
directed to the following address:

 Carroll, Boe, Pell & Kite, P.C.
 ATTN:  James F. Carroll, Esq. or Wanda M. Murray, Paralegal
 64 Court Street
 Middlebury, Vermont 05753 Telephone:  (802) 388-6711

Carroll, Boe, Pell & Kite, P.C. and the Town of Leicester do not give any opinion 
or certification as to the marketability of the title to the above-referenced properties 
as held by the current owners/taxpayers.  

The only acceptable forms of bid payment at the day of tax sale are bank check 
payable to Carroll, Boe, Pell & Kite, P.C., Real Estate Trust Account; letter of credit 
from bank followed by bank check payable to Carroll, Boe, Pell & Kite, P.C., Real 
Estate Trust Account; and/or cash.  No personal checks will be accepted.

 Dated at Leicester, Vermont this 3rd day of March, 2022.
 Beth Ripley, Town of Leicester Delinquent Tax Collector

TOWN OF LEICESTER, VERMONT
NOTICE OF TAX SALE
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NOTICE OF SELF-STORAGE 
LIEN SALE

116 SELF STORAGE, BRISTOL, VT
Notice is hereby given that the contents 

of the self-storage unit listed below will 
be sold at public auction by sealed bid at 
the 116 Self Storage facility. This sale is 
being held to collect unpaid storage unit 
occupancy fees, charges and expenses 
of the sale.

The entire contents of the self-storage 
unit listed below will be sold, with the 
proceeds to be distributed to 116 Self 
Storage for all accrued occupancy fees 
(rent charges), attorney’s fees, sale 
expenses in relation to the unit and its 
sale. Any proceeds beyond the foregoing 
shall be returned to the unit holder.

Contents of the unit may be viewed 
on 4/8/2022 commencing at 10 a.m. 
Sealed bids are to be submitted on the 
entire contents of the self-storage unit. 
Bids will be opened one-quarter of an 
hour after the unit has been viewed on 
4/8/2022. The highest bidder on the 
storage unit must remove the entire 
contents within 48 hours after notification 
of their successfull bid. Purchase must 
be made in cash and paid in advance of 
the removal of the contents of the unit. 
A $50.00 cash deposit shall be made 
and will be refunded if the unit is broom 
cleaned. 116 Self Storage reserves the 
right to accept or reject bids. 

Unit 8687 - Goodrich

Wednesday 12:30pm to 4:30pm
APPOINTMENTS REQUIRED.

FACE MASKS REQUIRED.
(even if vaccinated)

802-388-1966
addisoncountyclerk@gmail.com

Full Passport Service
Addison County Courthouse
The Addison County Clerk located in 

Frank Mahady Courthouse is available 
to accept passport applications and 

provide  passport photos.

REGULAR HOURS
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday

9am to 1pm

ACT 250 NOTICE MINOR APPLICATION #9A0379
10 V.S.A. §§ 6001 – 6093

On January 31, 2022, Beaver Brook Properties, LLC filed application #9A0379 
for a project generally described as a ±42.2-acre, 12-lot subdivision for a total of 
ten new and existing residential units, with single-family homes to be constructed 
on Lots 3-9. The project includes construction of common infrastructure by the 
applicant, with new home construction by individual lot purchasers to be subject 
to design restrictions. New construction will be served by two on-site commu-
nity wastewater systems and individual drilled wells. The project is located at 
62 North Bingham Street in Cornwall, Vermont. No hearing will be held, and 
a permit may be issued unless, on or before Wednesday, April 6th, 2022, a 
person notifies the Commission of an issue or issues requiring the presentation 
of evidence at a hearing, or the Commission sets the matter for a hearing on 
its own motion. Any person as defined in 10 V.S.A. § 6085(c)(1) may request a 
hearing. Any hearing request must be in writing to the address below, must state 
the criteria or sub-criteria at issue, why a hearing is required and what additional 
evidence will be presented at the hearing. Any hearing request by an adjoining 
property owner or other person eligible for party status under 10 V.S.A. § 6085(c)
(1)(E) must include a petition for party status under the Act 250 Rules. Findings 
of Fact and Conclusions of Law may not be prepared unless the Commission 
holds a public hearing. The application and a draft permit may be viewed on the 
Natural Resources Board’s Act 250 database here: https://anrweb.vt.gov/ANR/
Act250/Details.aspx?Num=9A0379. If you have a disability for which you need 
accommodation in order to participate in this process (including participating in 
a public hearing, if one is held), please notify us as soon as possible, in order 
to allow us as much time as possible to accommodate your needs. For more 
information contact the District Coordinator listed below.
Josh Donabedian, Coordinator District 9 Environmental Commission
joshua.donabedian@vermont.gov

TOWN OF MIDDLEBURY (OWNER) 
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

77 Main Street, Middlebury, VT 05753
Separate sealed BIDS for the construction of:

Cady Road Reclamation & Paving Project will be received by The Town of 
Middlebury, Public Works Department at:  1020 Route 7 South, Middlebury, VT  
05753 – PREFERRED, or by mailing to the Public Works Department at 77 Main 
Street until 9:00 am (prevailing local time) on Friday, April 1, 2022, and then at 
said office publicly opened and read aloud.

Each BID must be accompanied by a certified check payable to the OWNER 
for five percent (5%) of the total amount of the BID.  A BID bond may be used in 
lieu of a certified check.

The CONTRACT DOCUMENTS may be examined at the following locations:
Town of Middlebury, Public Works Offices, 1020 Route 7 South, Middlebury, 

VT 05753  Works in Progress, 20 Farrell Street, Suite 103, South Burlington, 
VT 05403

Copies of the CONTRACT DOCUMENTS may be obtained at the office 
of Landmark Engineering & Design, LLC., located at 25 Star Point Terrace, 
Middlebury, VT 05753 upon a non-refundable payment of $50.00 for each set.

A Performance BOND and a Payment BOND each in an amount equal to one 
hundred percent (100%) of the contract price, will be required.

A pre-bid conference for prospective bidders will be held at the Department of 
Public Works, located at: 1020 Route 7 South in Middlebury, at  9:00 a.m. on 
March 23, 2022  .

Representatives of Landmark Engineering & Design, LLC. and the Town 
of Middlebury will be present to answer questions from bidders and discuss 
participation requirements
Date: March 3, 2022  
Town Manager, Kathleen Ramsay  

TOWN OF MIDDLEBURY
BOARD AND COMMISSION VACANCIES

Each year at this time the Town of Middlebury Select Board makes its annual 
appointments to volunteer positions required by State Statute, and local 
and regional boards and commissions.  If you are interested in any of the 
following positions, please submit an Application for Appointment available 
on the Town’s website www.townofmiddlebury.org under Government/
Boards-Committees-Commissions-Task Forces, or by contacting Beth Dow 
at bdow@townofmiddlebury.org.  Please submit Applications for Appointment 
to the Manager’s Office, 77 Main Street, Middlebury, or e-mail to bdow@
townofmiddlebury.org, by Friday, April 1, 2022.  If you would like to find out more 
about any of these positions, please contact us at 388-8100, Ext 202.
( ) indicates number of positions open

Three Year Terms
Planning Commission (2)
Design Advisory Committee (2)
Development Review Board (2) 
Downtown Improvement District Committee (1)
Energy Committee (4)
Infrastructure Committee (3)
Parks and Recreation Committee (2)

One Year Term
Addison County Regional Planning Commission Delegate (3)
Addison County Regional Planning Commission Alternate (2)
Addison County Regional Planning Commission Transportation Advisory 

Committee Delegate (1)
Addison County Regional Planning Commission Transportation Advisory 

Committee Alternate (1)
Addison County Solid Waste Management District Alternate (1)
Fence Viewer (3)
Sports Commission (3)
Town Agent (1)
Town Grand Juror (1)
Town Service Officer (1)
Tree Warden (1)

Town of Middlebury (Owner)
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

77 Main Street, Middlebury, VT 05753
Separate sealed BIDS for the construction of:

Reclamation & Paving Project for Leno Lane, Kings Row, and North Branch 
Road will be received by The Town of Middlebury, Public Works Department  at:  
1020 Route 7 South, Middlebury, VT  05753 – PREFERRED, or by mailing to 
the Public Works Department at 77 Main Street until 9:15 am (prevailing local 
time) on Friday, April 1, 2022, and then at said office publicly opened and read 
aloud.

Each BID must be accompanied by a certified check payable to the OWNER 
for five percent (5%) of the total amount of the BID.  A BID bond may be used in 
lieu of a certified check.

The CONTRACT DOCUMENTS may be examined at the following locations:
Town of Middlebury, Public Works Offices, 1020 Route 7 South, Middlebury, 

VT 05753 Works in Progress, 20 Farrell Street, Suite 103, South Burlington, 
VT 05403

Copies of the CONTRACT DOCUMENTS may be obtained at the office 
of Landmark Engineering & Design, LLC., located at 25 Star Point Terrace, 
Middlebury, VT 05753 upon a non-refundable payment of $50.00 for each set.

A Performance BOND and a Payment BOND each in an amount equal to one 
hundred percent (100%) of the contract price, will be required.

A pre-bid conference for prospective bidders will be held at the Department 
of Public Works, located at: 1020 Route 7 South in Middlebury, at 9:15 a.m. on 
March 23, 2022.

Representatives of Landmark Engineering & Design, LLC. and the Town 
of Middlebury will be present to answer questions from bidders and discuss 
participation requirements.
Date: March 3, 2022  
Town Manager, Kathleen Ramsay

   
   Public 
Notices

can be found 

in this

ADDISON 

INDEPENDENT 

on Pages 11B

and 12B.

CITY OF VERGENNES
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

The City of Vergennes is considering making application to the State of Vermont 
for an Implementation Grant under the Vermont Community Development 
Program.  A public hearing will be held at 3pm  on April 4, 2022 at https://
us02web.zoom.us/j/5737235099; and Vergennes City Hall, 120 Main Street, 
Vergennes, VT 05491 to obtain the views of citizens on community development, 
to furnish information concerning the amount of funds available and the range of 
community development activities that may be undertaken under this program, 
the impact to any historic and archaeological resources that may be affected by 
the proposed project, and to give affected citizens the opportunity to examine 
the proposed statement of projected use of these funds. The proposal is to apply 
for $ 500,000 in VCDP Funds which will be used to accomplish the following 
activities:  Rehabilitation of the John Graham Emergency Shelter located at 69 
Main Street. The interior of the building will receive extensive renovation and 
the exterior of the building shall receive minimal upgrades, improvements, and 
general maintenance.  

Copies of the proposed application are available at Vergennes City Hall and 
may be viewed during the hours of 8:00 AM – 4:30 PM on Monday - Thursday.  
Should you require any special accommodations, please contact Ron Redmond 
at 802-877-3637 to ensure appropriate accommodations are made. For the 
hearing impaired please call (TTY) # 1-800-253-0191.

Legislative Body for the City of Vergennes                                  
 

TOWN OF FERRISBURGH
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT APRIL 6, 2022
A public hearing before the Zoning Board of Adjustment of the Town of 

Ferrisburgh will be held at the Town Clerk’s Office on Wednesday, April 6th, 
2022, to consider the following:
7:00 PM  Call to order and approval of minutes from March 2nd meeting.  
7:05 PM Application No. 22-019 (VT Livestock) for improvements to existing 

facility; including building, loading dock, and access; property ID #10/01/37; 
76 Depot Rd; 19/20/17.1; Rural Agricultural (RA-5) district; conditional use.

7:20 PM Application No. 22-010 (C. Hinsdale) for improvements to existing 
camp; raising elevation to ground; property ID #04/01/03; 76 Depot Rd; 
Shoreline (SD-2) district; conditional use.

7:35 PM Application No. 22-014 (M. Huber) for a waiver; home addition and 
improvement; ID #19/20/38; 752 Kimball Dock Rd; Shoreline (SD-2) district; 
waiver.

7:50 PM Application No. 22-018 (Kerr, McCain POA) removal of existing 
cottage of 560 sq. ft. and construction of new cottage of 952 sq. ft.; property 
ID #21/2102; 662 Woods Rd; Shoreline (SD-2) district; conditional use.

8:10 PM Application No. 22-022 (D. Boggs) construction of a new ~4,400 sq. 
ft. residential building attached garage; property ID #12/10/01; 804 Spencer 
Farm Rd.; Shoreline (SD-2) district; conditional use.

8:25 PM Application No. 21-178 (Sullivan) for improvements to existing 
quarry; property ID # 13/01/59.1; 2078 Jersey Street; Rural Agricultural (RA-
5) district; conditional use; continued from March hearing.

8:40 PM Application No. 22-020 (Bern Living Organic) change of use from 
current to cannabis cultivation, and manufacture; property ID #23/20/38;2777 
Rt. 7.; Ferrisburgh Town Center (FTC) district; conditional use

Other business.
The above files are available for inspection at the Town Clerk’s Office.  

Persons wishing to appear and be heard may do so in person or be represented 
by an agent or an attorney.  Communications about the above hearings may also 
be filed in writing with the Board or the Zoning Administrator.
  PLEASE NOTE: Participation in the local proceeding is a prerequisite to the 
right to take any subsequent appeal.

STATE OF VERMONT
DISTRICT OF ADDISON, SS.

PROBATE COURT
DOCKET NO. 21-PR-07094

IN RE: THE ESTATE OF
PATRICIA MANY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
To the creditors of the estate of 

PATRICIA MANY, late of Middlebury.
I have been appointed to administer 

this estate.  All creditors having 
claims against the decedent or the 
estate must present their claims in 
writing within four (4) months of the 
first publication of this notice.  The 
claim must be presented to me at 
the address listed below with a copy 
sent to the Court.  The claim may be 
barred forever if it is not presented 
within the four (4) month period.
Dated March, 14 2022.

Bruce Many, Co-Executor
Ronald Stevers, Co-Executor

582 Painter Road
Middlebury, VT 05753

Publication: Addison Independent
Publication Date: March 17, 2022
Address of Probate Court:
Addison District Probate Court
7 Mahady Court
Middlebury, VT 05753

 
TOWN OF MIDDLEBURY SELECTBOARD MEETING 

ROOM 116 – LARGE CONFERENCE ROOM
TOWN OFFICES – 77 MAIN STREET 

TUESDAY, MARCH 22, 2022 - 7:00 P.M.
 

Also available via Zoom:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83254560232
By Phone: +1 646-558-8656 (not toll-free)

Webinar ID: 832 5456 0232
 

For those wishing to watch but not participate:
Selectboard meetings are livestreamed to MCTV’s YouTube Channel:

https://www.youtube.com/user/MCTVVermont
and also broadcast live on Comcast Channel 1071

AGENDA

7:00 1. **Call to Order
2. *Approval of Agenda
3. *Approval of Consent Agenda

3.a. Approval of Minutes of the March 8, 2022 Regular Selectboard 
Meeting 
3.b. Acceptance of Selectboard Subcommittee Meeting Minutes
3.c. Approval of Renewal Applications for 1st, 2nd & 3rd Class Liquor 
Licenses, Outside Consumption Permits and Entertainment Permits, 
including Brockton Corp/Shaws located on Washington Street
3.d. Annual Certification of Compliance with Road & Bridge Standards
3.e. Town Manager’s Report

• Nomination of Middlebury River Flood Mitigation Project for Vermont 
Engineering Excellence Award
• Update for Better Middlebury Partnership on Kick Start Program

4. *Citizen Comments [Opportunity to raise or address issues not 
otherwise included on this agenda]
5. **Request for Sole Source Purchase of Diffusers for the Wastewater 
Treatment Facility

7:10 6. **Director of Public Works Planning Dan Werner with Updates & 
Recommendations from the Infrastructure Committee Meeting of March 
10, 2022

 6.a. *Recommendation on Award of Contract for Design of Sidewalk 
from Rail Platform to Downtown

 6.b. *Recommendation on Award of Contract for Preliminary Design of 
Court-Charles-Monroe Intersection

 6.c. *Recommendation of Award of Contract for Survey of Chipman Hill 
Water Reservoir, which is needed for the design of improvements to 
the water reservoir

 6.d. *Project Updates  
7:30 7. **Andrea & Andy Sambrook and others from the Middlebury Airport 

Neighborhood Association (MANA) with a request for the Board’s support 
in maintaining and fostering communication between the airport-area 
community and the Vermont Agency of Transportation  

7:50 8. *Request from the Churchill Family of 1 Forrest Lane for the 
conveyance of additional property from the Town

8:00 9. *Request for the Town’s consent to the merger between the Addison 
Partnership and the Smith Partnership with the Addison Partnership being 
the surviving partnership

 10. *Approval of Check Warrants
 11. **Board Member Concerns

12. *Executive Session – Real Estate & Contracts – If Needed
13. **Action on Matters Discussed in Executive Session

8:20 14. *Adjourn

* Decision Item      ** Possible Decision

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★

VERMONT — The Vermont Fish 
and Wildlife Department is seeking 
volunteers to become instructors for 
the Let’s Go Fishing program to pass 
on Vermont’s fishing tradition to the 
next generation of Vermonters. The 
department will be hosting one-
day training workshops for new 
instructors on April 9 in Castleton 
and on April 23 in Montpelier.

Instructors in the ‘Let’s Go 
Fishing’ program organize and 
instruct clinics in their communities 
for Vermonters of all ages. 

Participants in the training 
workshop will learn how to teach a 
basic fishing clinic, as well as learn 
about regulations and ethics, aquatic 
ecology, fisheries management, and 
habitat conservation.  They will also 
learn to conduct specialized fishing 
clinics, including clinics on ice 
fishing and species-specific fishing. 

The class is informal, and it is 
not necessary to have a high level 

Sign up now for fishing 
instructor workshops

of fishing expertise to become an 
instructor. There is no charge for the 
training, and all curriculum materials 
will be provided.  Educators looking 
to earn 1 graduate level credit 
through Castleton University can 
participate through a course titled 
Experiential Education in Aquatic 
Ecology & Habitat Conservation. 
The Castleton University course 
takes place both days but includes 
additional work.

The workshop runs from 8:30 
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Participants are 
advised to bring their own lunch. 
Pre-registration is required, and 
you must be 18 years of age to 
participate. Those interested can 
register online at vtfishandwildlife.
com/node/232 or by emailing 
letsgofishing@vermont.gov.

Once completed, pending a 
background check, attendees will 
become certified instructors and 
have access to program equipment 
and resources for their programs.

W A R N I N G
SPECIAL MEETING

SLATE VALLEY UNIFIED UNION SCHOOL DISTRICT
(Towns of Benson, Castleton, Fair Haven, Hubbardton, 

Orwell, West Haven)
VIRTUALLY CONNECT BY GOING TO

https://meet.google.com/kwb-acpu-kjm OR BY CALLING +1 352-503-8958 
PIN: 358 031 844#

APRIL 12, 2022
The legal voters of the Slate Valley Unified Union School District (SVUUSD) 

consisting of the towns of Benson, Castleton, Fair Haven, Hubbardton, Orwell 
and West Haven are hereby warned and notified to meet at Fair Haven Union 
High School Band Room on Tuesday, April 12, 2022 at 6:30 PM to conduct the 
following business:

Article 1: To hear the Board of School Directors of the SVUUSD present its 
estimate of expenses for the ensuing year.

The meeting shall then be recessed to Wednesday April 13, 2022 for the pur-
pose of voting on the following article at the usual polling places in the member 
districts by Australian ballot, said ballots being brought to Fair Haven Union 
High School Library following the closing of the polls in the member districts 
where they will be commingled and counted by the Board of Civil Authority of 
the constituent districts.
The Town polls will be opened as follows:

Article 2: Shall the voters of the school district approve the school board to 
expend Twenty-Six Million Two Hundred Thirty-Six Thousand Five Hundred 
Forty-Seven Dollars $26,236,547.00 which is the amount the school board has 
determined to be necessary for the ensuing fiscal year? It is estimated that this 
proposed budget, if approved, will result in education spending of $16,957.13 per 
equalized pupil. This projected spending per equalized pupil is 2.78% greater 
than spending for the current year.
Informational Hearing:

Voters are further notified and warned that the meeting on Tuesday, April 12, 
2022 at 6:30 P.M. also serves as an informational hearing to discuss Article 7 
which will be voted on by Australian ballot on Wednesday, April 13, 2022.

Dated at Fair Haven, Vermont Received and Recorded
March 14 , 2022  March 14 , 2022

Timothy Smith, Chairman  Elisabeth MacKay, Clerk
Slate Valley Unified Union School  Slate Valley Unified Union School

LETTERS? Email it to:
news@addisonindependent.com
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ometimes when we think about activism, 
we think it needs to be aggressive 
— chaining yourself to a tree, getting 
arrested and whatnot — but is that really 
what it takes to bring about change? 
Sure sometimes, but not always. A group 
led by Whiting resident Dan Brett has a 

diff erent vision.

“We believe 
that protests, 
marches, outreach 

campaigns and other forms of moving the 
needle are all more eff ective when they 
are big, bold and beautiful. We want to turn 
‘protests’ into ‘parties,’ ‘marches’ into ‘rolling 
dance fl oors,’ and ‘outreach’ into ‘awesome,’” 

reads the mission statement for the newly 
formed Hearthunder Art Collective. “Our 
mission is to use Art and Creativity to support 
Environmental and Social Justice Organizations 
in their eff orts to engage and inspire the public 
in movements for positive change.”

Brett and several of his close friends and 
supporters are the masterminds behind 
Hearthunder Art Collective. Brett is joined 
by Ethan Nelson of Brandon, Paul Hilliard 
of Sudbury (and his son Nolan), and Judd 
Markowski of Bridport.

“The cool thing about Dan kicking off  
Hearthunder (pronounced Heart Thunder) is 
that it will allow us to raise some funds and 

make a bigger impact,” said Nelson, who was 
born and raised in Brandon, where he’s now 
raising his own three children with his wife. 
“Honestly, my primary motivation is just to make 
radical projects with my friends. The ancillary 
benefi ts are environmental activism and 
spreading joy at our local parades.”

Brett moved to Vermont from California 15 years 
ago and worked as a contractor for years (more 
recently he’s been focusing his work on home 
inspection). He’s also a member of Brandon 
Artists Guild, where he shows 3-D wooden 
elements and acrylic on wood panels. 

A multi-faceted artist for sure, Brett’s imagination 
SEE ART ON PAGE 2

Activists turn protests into parties with art

ELSIE
 LYNN PARINI

BY

Paul Marr Hilliard, left, Judd Markowski, center, and Dan Brett, right, got together last week to work on their next creation. These local men (plus Ethan Nelson not pictured) are 
the creative minds behind the newly launched Hearthunder Art Collective — they’re setting out to “inspire the public in movements for positive change.” 

S
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was captured 
by the kinetic 
sculpture 
parade — called 
the “Human 
Powered 
Parade” — that 
debuted in 

Bristol in 2017. He got involved the next year and 
the first sculpture Brett made on his own for the 
2018 parade was a wooden dragon that fit over his 
bike frame. 

In 2019, Brett tapped his friends Markowski and 
Nelson to help him “up the ante for the Bristol 
Human Powered Parade,” said Nelson, who has 
a passion for cycling and worked previously as a 
bike mechanic — pretty handy skills when you’re 
building human-powered art.

The trio made a “Champ and Jurassic Jalopy” 
for the 2019 Human Powered Parade. COVID 
cancelled everything in 2020, and then the 
team updated the two sculptures for 2021 to the 
“Dirigible and Jurassic Air.”

“The Dirigible trike had the wheels taco during the 
Human Powered Parade,” explained Brett. “We 
fixed it up enough to do the Independence Day 
parade in Brandon, but then it was retired for good.

“Then we were asked to come to the Orwell 
parade,” Brett continued. “I got to thinking this 
could be a great way to outreach and combine all 
of my efforts into a new thing.”

Since those early parades, Brett and his friends 
have gotten together to “throw ideas out there.”

“I’ve been involved in climate activism since my 
20s, back in the 1990s,” said Brett now 51. “When I 
lived in Germany with my wife Mirjam I was with the 
Sustainable Europe Tour, where we’d travel to EU 
cities and set up sustainability exhibitions, support 
local groups in their actions, throw a big concert 
and move on to the next city.” 

Here in Vermont, Brett hopes his passion for art, 
making stuff and creating a “better world for our 
kids” might transition from a hobby into a way of 
life. 

“Everybody wants a better world,” reads the 
organization’s website, hearthunder.org. “Not 
everybody wants to get out and march on 
city hall. It feels confrontational. It can be 
embarrassing. It can be overwhelming and 
awkward and might even get you arrested. But 
what if instead of a march with angry chants, it 
was a rolling dance party? What if there were 
jugglers and stilt walkers; crazy parade floats and 
a marching band playing reggae? Sounds like a 
lot more fun, no?

“That is the Hearthunder vision. We can change 
the world, with love and passion and relentless 
positivity. With Heart and Thunder.”

“So the idea was born to create a collective of 
creative types who organizers could call to plug in 
the fun for their events,” Brett explained. 

Right now, the team is working on their four-rider 
kinetic sculpture for parade season this summer. 

“It’s going to be — as the kids say — ‘LIT!’” hinted 
Nelson, who, when not collaborating with the 
Hearthunder team, works at Neshobe School as a 
speech-language pathologist.

Paul Marr Hilliard, a designer for Hubbardton 
Forge, is working on the newest project and 
bringing Hearthunder’s design and fabrication 
game to the next level.

“Dan’s son and my daughter are friends at 
school,” Marr Hilliard, the father of five, explained 
earlier this week. “I think it was last year or so, 
when I found out that Dan and Ethan had been 
doing human-powered stuff, and I was like, ‘I 
want in on that!’”

Marr Hilliard has a history working with bikes and 
mechanical things, and works primarily in metal 
and stone. Add to that his design skills from basic 
drawings to AutoCad and he’s a great addition to 
the Hearthunder team.

“We’ve got a very robust platform to do whatever 
we want on top of it aesthetically,” he said of the 
four-person “bike.” 

“Dan is really spearheading this art collective in 
a much more organized approach,” Marr Hilliard 
added. “We’re aligned in terms of how we see the 
environment… You know your own kindred spirits, 
and when you add art into it that’s when things 
really gel.” 

“We hope that that sculpture will raise awareness 
of our organization and help in raising funds,” Brett 
added. “It’s an attention-getting way to generate 
interest in Hearthunder.”

But the whole idea is that Hearthunder Art 
Collective isn’t just about one-off projects; they’re 
positioning themselves nimbly.

“We’re really excited about it,” Marr Hilliard said. 
“We have a lot of energy going into whatever 
we’re going to do next. I’m excited about the 
possibilities. Dan’s organized this organization in a 
way where we can move forward and respond to 
anything that comes along.”

Since it’s official launch in February, Hearthunder 
Art Collective has already provided several 
banners for the local chapters of Extinction 
Rebellion and Standing Trees, including one used 
at a climate protest in New York City last fall.

The organization is actively looking for a space to 
house build parties where interested folks can help 
to paint, create and rehearse future projects. 

“Our budget doesn’t allow us to pay rent yet, but 
caretaking and light renovation/maintenance work 
is offered as trade for the use of a suitable space,” 
Brett plugged. 

If you know of a space, want to get involved or 
donate visit hearthunder.org, or email home@
hearthunder.org.

Jurassic Jalopy, left, and the Champ sculpture, right, were made for the 2019 Human Powered Parade in Bristol. 

This is an AutoCad drawing of Hearthunder Art 
Collective’s next four-person “bicycle.” 

IMAGE COURTESY OF PAUL MARR HILLIARD
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Feel great in a beautiful 
prom dress – for free

t’s been a difficult couple of years 
and Rebecca Hanley wanted to do 
something “nice.” As a member of the 
Middlebury Rotary Club, she and a 
fellow Rotary member Judy Brown 
decided to organize “Boutique Day.”

What is it?

Well, together 
with Hanley’s 
mother, Judy 

Hanley, these ladies are collecting 
prom gowns and dresses to give to high 
schoolers who need something to wear.

“Everything is totally free,” Hanely 
explained. “There’s no money, just 
people donating gowns, shoes and 
accessories to those who need them.”

The idea came from Hanley’s sister, 
who’s part of the Junior Welfare League 
in South Carolina. 

“She’s been doing an event like this for 
20 years,” Hanley explained. “I’m always 
looking for ways Rotary can get more 
involved with the community, and who 
knows, we might continue doing this?”

The event is for those who either do 
not want to or cannot afford to buy an 
expensive gown or 
splurge on accessories 
for prom. Hanley is also 
working on getting 
donated gift cards for 
restaurants and hair 
salons as “consolation” 
prizes for those that 
don’t find what they are 
looking for, so they don’t 
come out empty handed. 

Round Robin has offered 
to do minor alterations, 
and Buy Again Alley 
will take the dresses 
on consignment after 
they’ve been worn for 
prom.

“Girls can spend a lot of 
money on prom dresses 
and can’t return them 
normally,” Hanley said. 
“Tuxes are different, 
those can be rented and 
returned.”

So far, Hanley has about 30 dresses 
donated. 

“They are absolutely gorgeous,” she said. 
“We have a variety of sizes from petit to 
plus sizes, and they’re really beautiful.”

Hanley is accepting donations for the 
event through Friday, April 1. Anyone 
with dresses, shoes or accessories 
appropriate for prom, can drop them 
off in Middlebury at Neat Repeats, Buy 
Again Alley, June Bug and Round Robin 
during their business hours.

Hanley said she particularly needs more 
shoes and accessories.

Boutique Day will be held on Saturday, 
April 9, from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. at the Co-
Operative Insurance building on 
Colonial Drive in Middlebury (that’s 
off Washington Street east of the five 
corners).  The gowns are going to be set 
up on racks, the accessories and shoes 
will be out on tables. There will be a 
changing room and all guests can bring 
a plus one to help them out. Hanley also 
plans to serve refreshments (doughnuts/
bagels/coffee in the morning, pizza in 
the afternoon). 

Guests will be welcomed by invitation. 
To get invited, simply 
email Hanley at 
r.ohanleigh@gmail.com 
or call her at 802-989-
1720. Initially the event 
was geared toward 
Middlebury Union High 
Schoolers, however, 
those from surrounding 
towns can contact 
Hanley to inquire too.

“Prom is a special 
night,” said Hanley, who 
attended her prom 
at Mount St. Joseph 
Academy in Rutland 
back in 2007. “And even 
though it’s been a tough 
couple of years through 
this pandemic, it’s still 
nice to feel great in a 
beautiful gown. This is 
simply an effort to show 
our kids that we see 
them and want to do 
something nice for them.”

I
ELSIE
 LYNN PARINI

BY
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VA-ET-VIENT BROADCASTS LIVE ON NEAT TV 
FOR WINTER MUSIC SERIES IN LINCOLN

FORMER SUNDANCE-WINNING DOCUMENTARY ‘BUCK’ SCREENS IN MIDDLEBURY

5 Town Friends of the Arts in 
collaboration with The Lawrence 
Memorial Library and NEAT TV present 
Va-et-vient in concert Thursday, March 
24, at 7:30 p.m.

The concert will be at the Lincoln library, 
however, there will be no in-person 
audience. Instead the show will be 
broadcast live on NEAT TV — Comcast 
Cable channel 1080 or  through the NEAT 
TV website neatbristol.com. For those 
unable to see the original broadcast, 
the show can be seen afterwards on 
the NEAT website at videos on demand. 
The series has been made possible 
by a Spark grant from the Vermont 

Community Foundation.

ABOUT THE MUSICIANS
Vermont’s Addison County group Va-
et-vient (Come & Go) celebrates the 
many colors found in music from several 
French cultures.

These musicians will take you through 
the centuries from France to Quebec and 
New Orleans with lively dance numbers, 
touching love songs, kickin’ Cajun and 
Créole tunes, and rollicking Québecois 
favorites. From our neighbors to the 
north, they bring back traditional tunes 
learned from Québecois elders (and 

MNFF Selects, the monthly screening series presented by the Middlebury 
New Filmmakers Festival, will present the acclaimed and multi-award-
winning documentary, “Buck,” on Thursday, March 24, at 7 p.m., at Town 
Hall Theater in Middlebury. In keeping with the theme of this year’s Selects 
series, “Humans and Animals: Shared Experiences, Intersecting Worlds,” this 
superb documentary, directed by Cindy Meehl, is a revealing and moving 
exploration of the life of heralded “horse whisperer” Buck Brannaman, who 
recovered from years of child abuse to become a well-known expert in 
the interactions between horses and people. Winner of the 2011 Audience 
Award for Best Documentary at the Sundance Film Festival, “Buck” offers 
audiences a close-up view of a man whose remarkable compassion and 
empathy for horses elevated the training profession. The film is rated PG.

When the documentary was released, Peter Rainer of the Christian Science 
Monitor wrote, “Near the beginning of the fascinating new documentary 
‘Buck,’ Buck Brannaman, who runs horse-training clinics around the country, 
says, ‘A lot of times, rather than helping people with horse problems, I’m 
helping horses with people problems.’ Based at his ranch in Sheridan, 
Wyoming, Brannaman, soft-spoken and often wearing a white straight-
brim hat, spends nine months of the year traveling the country in truck and 
trailer conducting his four-day clinics. A protégé of Tom Dorrance and Ray 

tunesmore
SONGWRITER RELEASES NEW CDS
This week, Weybridge songwriter Camden Joy 
(AKA Tom Adelman) released two new CDs of 
original music, “Rerouting…” and “Roaming On.” 

“There are 27 songs,” Adelman explained. 
“They are, for the most part, narrative songs, 
sung in the first person. Many feature bass 
and drums, accordion and ukulele. Many 
share the same characters. And yet few of 

MUSIC

FILM

U P C O M I N G

S C R E E N I N G

Camden Joy released two new CDs of original music this 
week. Find “Rerouting…” and “Roaming On” wherever you 
stream new music. INDEPENDENT FILE PHOTO / STEVE JAMES 

“Buck” will screen on Thursday, March 24, 7:30 p.m., at Town Hall Theater in 
Middlebury as part of the Middlebury New Filmmakers Festival Selects Film Series. 

SEE MUSIC ON PAGE 11

SEE FILM ON PAGE 13

SEE CDS ON PAGE 7
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ARIES: March 21-April 20. This week you will 
have an opportunity to see things how they are 
and not necessarily as you imagine them to 
be, Aries. This clarity 
could require some 
restructuring.

TAURUS: April 21-May 
21. Long-term goals are 
nearing completion, 
Taurus. You have gained 
so much from your 
pursuits and you have 
made plenty of friends 
along the way. Take 
time to appreciate that.

GEMINI: May 22-June 
21. Communication 
diffi  culties arise 
this week, Gemini. 
Someone can coach 
you into getting your 
point across with 
suffi  cient fi nesse. Seek a 
communication mentor. 

CANCER: June 22-July 
22. Cancer, there may 
be some passionate 
discussions coming up 
this week with family 
members. Everyone 
wants his or her point of 
view to be heard.   

LEO: July 23-Aug. 23. 
Leo, the small steps 
you are taking lately 
will eventually cover 
much distance, so keep 
up the progress. Some 
things take time and 
right now it’s a lesson to 
learn.

VIRGO: Aug. 24-Sept. 
22. Virgo, in order to reach a destination you have 
in mind, you may have to rethink the route you’re 
taking. A direct course just may not be the way 
to go in this instance.

LIBRA: Sept. 23-Oct. 23. Always be honest with 
yourself and others, Libra. That means being 
true to you and never putting on masks just to 

hide others from how 
you are truly feeling.

SCORPIO: Oct. 24-Nov. 
22. Scorpio, you want to 
do things for others out 
of the goodness of your 
heart, and you will not 
need anything in return. 
Good deeds are their 
own reward.

SAGITTARIUS: Nov. 
23-Dec. 21. Sagittarius, 
dining out too many 
days in a row may leave 
you feeling sluggish. 
Reassess your eating 
habits and commit to 
making more meals at 
home for a bit. 

CAPRICORN: Dec. 
22-Jan. 20. Capricorn, 
recognize that not 
everyone has your 
best interests at heart. 
Others’ intentions may 
not be sinister, but your 
own interest and the 
interest of others may 
not align.

AQUARIUS: Jan. 21-
Feb. 18. Sometimes you 
are a bit proud and do 
not like asking for or 
accepting others’ help, 
Aquarius. You deserve 
the breaks that others 
are willing to off er you, 
though.

PISCES: Feb. 19-March 
20. This is a good time of the month to nurture 
loved ones, Pisces. Play with your kids or sit and 
chat with an elderly relative who needs you.

Cosmic ForecastCosmic Forecast

Mon.-Fri. 9-5:30, Sat. 10-2  • Rt. 7 So., Middlebury
802-388-2800 •  www.middleburyfloralandgifts.com

In the depths In the depths 
of winter, of winter, 

we’ve got a we’ve got a 
little spring!little spring!

M-F 10-5, Saturday 9:30-4 and Closed SundayM-F 10-5, Saturday 9:30-4 and Closed Sunday

260 Court Street, Middlebury, Vt. 05753
802-388-3559   www.middleburysewnvac.com

Limited Time

Gift Bundle
With Purchase!

Offer valid
March 1-31, 2022

BRISTOL • VT453-7799

False Spring Sale
now through Saturday!

25% off Mixed Dye Lots and Single Skeins
Buy 3 balls get 1 free on select yarns.

10% Off Kits
Tue.-Thurs 11am-5pm

Fri-Sat. 10am-5pm

MARCH 17 — Nat King Cole, singer (d)
MARCH 18 — Wilson Pickett, singer (d)
MARCH 19 — Wyatt Earp, law enforcement 
offi  cer (d)

MARCH 20 — Sister Rosetta Tharpe, singer (d)
MARCH 21 — Gary Oldman, actor (64)
MARCH 22 — Reese Witherspoon, actor (46) 
MARCH 23 — Akira Kurosawa, fi lm director (d)

FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS

SEE EXHIBITS ON PAGE 7

ART
O N  E X H I B I T

CALL FOR EARTH 
APPRECIATION COMMUNITY 
EXHIBIT AT ART ON MAIN

SPARROW ART SUPPLY
52 Main Street, Middlebury. 
Visit sparrowartsupply.com for more info. 

“Nice to Meet You,” is the Grand Opening Party exhibit 
for Sparrow Art Supply. This juried showcase features 
work by over 40 local artists across all mediums. Enjoy 
complimentary refreshments and check out the new 
space on Friday, March 11, from 4-7 p.m. The exhibit will 
remain on view through April 24.

PHOTOPLACE GALLERY
3 Park Street, Middlebury. 
Visit photos@photoplacegallery.com or call (802) 388-4500 
for more info.

“The Magic of Light.” This exhibit was juried and curated 
by Ann Jastrab. Artists responded to the call for images 
whose success rests in the  quality of the light — harsh or 
diff use, bright or dim, natural or artifi cial — their subjects 
made magic by the light that falls on them. Thirty-fi ve 
images were selected for exhibition in the gallery and 40 
more for the digital gallery. On view through March 26.

BRANDON ARTISTS GUILD
7 Center Street, Brandon. 
Visit brandonartistsguild.org or call (802) 247-4956 for more 
info.

“Vermont’s Villages,” will highlight what it’s like to work and 
play in Vermont’s villages. BAG members will share their 
perspectives on historic architecture, mountain views, 
delightful village greens, and local festivities through a 
variety of mediums from painting to photography to fi ber 
arts. On view March 4-April 1, with a reception open to the 

Art on Main in Bristol is accepting work for an 
upcoming community art exhibit that focuses on 
Earth appreciation. Open to all artists ages 16 and 
up, who work in all mediums and dimensions. Two-
dimensional pieces need to be ready to hang. All 
work needs to be delivered to Art On Main, 25 Main 
Street in Bristol, by April 15. Artists are asked to submit 
one piece per person and should include an Earth 
appreciation statement with their work. Entry fee costs 
$5. Email aom@gmavt.net or call 802-453-4032 with 
any questions.
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THURSDAY, 
MARCH 17

THURSDAY NOON LENTEN CONCERT SERIES 
IN MIDDLEBURY. Thursday, March 17, noon, 
St. George Matthew Jr., St. Stephen’s Church 
organist, will be performing the program Suite 
in G major opus 20 by Otto Olsson (1879-1964). 
Matthew has played recitals in the Northeast 
and New York areas, as well as Germany and The 
Netherlands. He has also served as Carillonneur 
at Middlebury College and Norwich College and 
was named Artist of the Year by the Vermont 
Chapter American Guild of Organists in 2005.

“BIOLOGIE!” discussion in Middlebury. Thursday, 
March 17, 6:30-7:30 p.m.,via Zoom at Ilsley Public 
Library (depending on COVID conditions), 75 Main 
St. Watch the film in your own time, available 
through Kanopy, then join The Middlebury 
Community Classic Film Club for discussion. Just 
before the fall of the Berlin wall and the end of 
a divided Germany, a teenage East German girl 
finds that a nearby construction project is being 
planned in an environmentally protected area. 
The project violates the law and she aims to stop 
it. Her cause is noble but will she go too far? 

SATURDAY, MARCH 19
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB HIKE IN CHARLOTTE. 
Saturday, March 19, Charlotte Wildlife Refuge. 
Easy to moderate 3.1-mile network hike through 

woodlands and farms. The 290-acre property 
includes 2.25 miles of gravel trails winding through 
agricultural fields and meadows. Elevation gain 
is about 200 feet. Pets not allowed. More info 
contact trip leader Ken Corey at kac4964@gmail.
com. May add 1-mile adjacent loop at Williams 
Woods for those interested. Example of rare 
clayplain forest. More at gmcbreadloaf.org.

RUSTY DEWEES IN VERGENNES. 
*RESCHEDULED FROM JAN. 29* Saturday, March 
19, 7:30 p.m., Vergennes Opera House, 120 Main 
St. Rusty DeWees, comedian, musician and 
storyteller, returns to the Vergennes Opera House 
with a year’s worth of new material for a night 
of humor, storytelling and music. Tickets $15 
available at vergennesoperahouse.org/events.

SUNDAY, MARCH 20
CHAMPLAIN VALLEY FIDDLERS BRANDON JAM 
IN BRANDON. Sunday, March 20,  11 a.m.-4 p.m., 
Brandon American Legion 55 Franklin St. Come 
enjoy music and dancing, 50/50 raffle, door prize 
and refreshments. $3 cover.

LIT MAG RELEASE PARTY IN MIDDLEBURY. 
Sunday, March 20, 1-3 p.m., Swift House Inn, 25 
Stewart Ln. Come to the party for the release 
of Zig Zag Lit Mag Issue.12 with an afternoon 
celebrating local artists and writers. The bar will 
be open for those who wish to partake, and there 
will be a reading from the issue beginning at 1:30. 
The event is free and open to the public.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 23
“CHARITY AND SYLVIA: A SAME-SEX MARRIAGE 
IN EARLY AMERICA” VIRTUAL LECTURE BY 
RACHEL HOPE CLEVES. Wednesday, March 
23, noon. Charity Bryant and Sylvia Drake were 
commonly recognized as a married couple by 
their kin and community in Weybridge, where they 
lived together in the early 1800s. Drawing from an 
extensive archive of Bryant and Drakes personal 
papers at the Henry Sheldon Museum, Cleves 
explores the roles of family, work, religion, love, and 
sexuality in women’s lives at this time. More info 
and viewing link at vermonthistory.org/calendar.

THURSDAY, MARCH 24
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB HIKE IN BRISTOL. 
Thursday, March 24, 9 a.m., Bristol Trail Network. 
Plan for 2.5-3 hours for the 3.4-mile section 
around Bristol’s historic areas. Total elevation 
gain is under 100 feet. Excellent options for 
snacks/lunch in Bristol before or afterward. 
Boots and poles suggested. More info contact 
Porter Knight at knight@gmavt.net, 802-343-
3920. More at gmcbreadloaf.org.

“WHO WAS ROBERT FROST AND WHO ARE 
WE?” virtual discussion. Thursday, March 24, 
6-7 p.m. Hosted by the Bixby, join this virtual 
discussion with Vermont poet Geof Hewitt. 
The program will include readings of several of 
Frost’s poems. More info at laksamee.putnam@

    
MIDDLEBURY COMMUNITY TELEVISION:

P.O. Box 785, Middlebury, Vt. 05753MCTV SCHEDULE Channels 1071 & 1091
Please see the MCTV website, www.middleburycommunitytv.org, for changes 
in the schedule; MCTV events, classes and news; and to view many programs 

online. Submit listings to the above address, or call 388-3062.

MCTV Channel 1071
Friday, March 18
Through the Night – Public Affairs
 5:30 a.m. Green Mountain Care  
  Hospital Sustainability Report
 6:30 a.m. Questions and Answers (on  
  the above report)
 7:30 a.m. Congregational Church  
  Service
 10 a.m. Selectboard, VT State House
 4 p.m. Memorial Baptist Church  
  Service
 5:30 p.m. Energy Week
 6:30 p.m. Middlebury Edition
 7 p.m. Gov. Scott Weekly Update
Saturday, March 19
 12 a.m. Green Mountain Care  
  (GMC) Board
 10 a.m. Selectboard, Press   
  Conferences
 3 p.m. Energy Week
 4 p.m. Memorial Baptist Service
 5:30 p.m. Eckankar
 7 p.m. Catholic Mass
 7:30 p.m. Vermont State House 
Sunday, March 20
 5 a.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs

 9 a.m. Catholic Mass
 10 a.m. Energy Week
 11 a.m. Memorial Baptist Service
 3:30 p.m. Middlebury Edition  
 4 p.m. Congregational Service
 6:30 p.m. Eckankar 
 7 p.m. Catholic Mass
 7:30 a.m. Gov. Scott
Monday, March 21
Through the Night – State House
 8:30 a.m. Energy Week
 9:30 a.m. Middlebury Edition
 10 a.m. Selectboard, State House
 6 p.m. GMC Board/State   
  Committees on Health Care
Tuesday, March 22
Through the Night – State House
 5 a.m. CCB, Public Affairs
 9:30 a.m. Eckankar
 10 a.m. Selectboard, State House
 3 p.m. Energy Week
 4 p.m. Congregational Service
 6 p.m. Middlebury Edition
 7 p.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
Wednesday, March 23
 4 a.m. Middlebury Edition
 4:30 a.m. Public Affairs

 7:30 a.m. Memorial Baptist Service
 9:30 a.m. Catholic Mass
 10 a.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
 5 p.m. Energy Week
 7 p.m. Selectboard, Middlebury  
  Edition
Thursday, March 24
 5 a.m. Selectboard
 8 a.m. Congregational Service
 12 p.m. Selectboard, State House
 8 p.m. Energy Week
 9 p.m. Eckankar
 11 p.m. Gov. Scott

MCTV Channel 1091 
Friday, March 18
 5 a.m. Festival on the Green
 7 a.m. Local School Board Meetings
 12 p.m. François Clemmon and  
  Friends - St. Pat’s Day Concert
 2:06 p.m. Education and Enrichment  
  for Everyone
 5 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
 7 p.m. EEE - Devin Coleman -  
  Early 20th-Century Kit Houses
 8 p.m.. GMALL Lecture -   
  Cryptocurrency

Saturday, March 19
 5 a.m. All Things LGBTQ
 6 a.m. Local School Board Meetings
 12 p.m. At the Ilsley 
 1 p.m. Kids Yoga, Yoga
 3:30 p.m The Politics of Nuclear  
  Weapons
 5 p.m. All Things LGBTQ 
 6 p.m. Festival on the Green
 8 p.m. EEE -  Devin Coleman
Sunday, March 20
 5 a.m. All Things LGBTQ
 6 a.m. Vermont Youth Orchestra  
  Fall Concert
 8:03 a.m. GMALL Lecture -   
  Cryptocurrency
 9:30 a.m. Osher Lifelong Learning  
  Institute
 11 a.m. At the Ilsley
 12 p.m. Festival on the Green
 3:30 p.m. VT Leg. Committees on  
  Education
Monday, March 21
 4 a.m. The Politics of Nuclear Weapons
 5:30 a.m. Vermont Land Trust
 7 a.m. Gardening Tips for Extreme  
  Weather

 8:10 a.m. Kids Yoga, Yoga
 10 a.m. State Board of Education
 12 p.m. Local School Board Meetings
 5 p.m. Otter Creek Audubon Society
 7 p.m. Leg. Committees on Education
Tuesday, March 22
 5 a.m. Nature & Gardening Programs
 7:30 a.m. First Wednesdays
 12 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
 1 p.m. School Board Meetings
 8 p.m. Educ. & Enrichment for  
  Everyone
Wednesday, March 23
 6 a.m. All Things LGBTQ
 7 a.m. Yoga
 9 a.m. Nature & Gardening Programs
 4 p.m. Authors & Poets
 5:30 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
 7 p.m. School Board Meetings
Thursday, March 24
 6 a.m. All Things LGBTQ
 7 a.m. Yoga
 9 a.m. Nature & Gardening Programs
 4 p.m. Authors & Poets
 5:30 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
 7 p.m. School Board Meetings

SEE CALENDAR ON PAGE 7
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public and an opportunity 
to meet the artists on Friday, 
March 4, from 5-7 p.m.

EDGEWATER GALLERY 
AT THE FALLS
1 Mill Street, Middlebury
Visit edgewatergallery.com, 

call 802-458-0098 or email info@edgewatergallery-vt.
com for more information.

“Time and Memory,” featuring work by Alexis Serio. 
Serio uses a horizon line as a foothold to suggest the 
landscape but from there she describes her abstract 
compositions as visual perceptions of time, and 
memory. On view for the month of March.

EDGEWATER GALLERY ON THE GREEN
6 Merchant’s Row, Middlebury

“Tools of the Trade,” a group exhibition featuring Tom 
Dunne, Kate Gridley, Duncan Johnson and Peter 
Kirkiles. This exhibit honors the process of crafting fine 
art, the tools themselves that make the work possible 
and the beauty of the finished product. On view 
March 18- April 26.

MIDDLEBURY COLLEGE MUSEUM OF ART
72 Porter Field Road, Middlebury.
Visit museum.middlebury.edu/exhibitions or call (802) 
443-5007 to make your free reservations.

“Contemporary to Classical: Highlights from the 
New Collection Handbook,” featuring more than 40 
works from the museum’s new permanent collection 
handbook. Objects range from modern to ancient and 
include prints, photographs, paintings, and sculpture. 
Among the artists represented are Derrick Adams, 
Banksy, Judy Chicago, Robert Gober, Fairfield Porter, 
Medardo Rosso, Anna Stanchi, Paul Strand, Edmund 
de Waal, and William Zorach. On view Jan. 28-Aug. 7.

“Into the Screen: Digital Art from teamLab.” Founded 
in 2001 by Toshiyuki Inoko, teamLab is a Tokyo-based 
collaboration of more than 500 designers, engineers, 
and technologists with a shared mission to integrate 
art, technology, and nature. This exhibition highlights 
a singular immersive digital experience by teamLab 
and the traditional 17th- to 20th-century screens and 
prints that inspired it. On view Jan. 28-Aug. 7.

EXHIBITS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

CDS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

CALENDAR
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

the songs 
are slow, 
and few 
are similar 
to one 
another in 
style.”

Adelman insists that local listeners, “will 
experience these releases like the Addison 
County Fair & Field Days: unimaginably 
immense, intense and full of wonder. The 
heart pounds. The brain spins. You are 
drawn deep inside yourself. You taste 
sugar, perhaps smell animals. A sprawl of 
appetites are satisfied.”

Although “Camden Joy” is more often 
known now as a great basic crewneck 
made in Portugal and sold by the Sundance 
Catalog (“a draping heathered look and the 
flattering surprise of a ruffled sleeve”), once 
Camden Joy was just a guy who earned 

fleeting fame for a series of inflammatory 
New York City street postering projects in 
the mid-1990s. 

Working under that pseudonym, Adelman 
also produced radioplays, and wrote and 
published two highly controversial novels, 
three novellas, and a story collection. 
Camden Joy was on NPR’s “This American 
Life.” His story “Dum Dum Boys” appears 
in MacMillan’s 12th edition of the textbook 
“Literature: The Human Experience” 
(2017). His review of the rock band Spoon 
appears in Library of America’s “Shake it 
Up: Great American Writing on Rock and 
Pop” (2017).

Check out these two new albums of 
Camden Joy originals now available 
through most streaming services or on 
Bandcamp.com. 

For more information, visit camdenjoy.net.

bixbylibrary.org or the circulation desk.

“BUCK” ON SCREEN IN MIDDLEBURY. 
Thursday, March 24, 7 p.m., Town Hall 
Theater, 68 S. Pleasant St. Directed by Cindy 
Meehl and winner of the 2011 Audience 
Award for Best Documentary at the 
Sundance Film Festival, “Buck” is a revealing 
examination of the life of acclaimed ‘horse 
whisperer’ Buck Brannaman, who recovered 
from years of child abuse to become a well-
known expert in the interactions between 
horses and people. More info at mnff.org or 
townhalltheater.org.

VA-ET-VIENT LIVE CONCERT BROADCAST 
IN BRISTOL. Thursday, March 24, 7:30 
p.m., broadcast live on NEAT TV. Comcast 
Cable channel 1080. Hear this live concert 
by Va-et- vient (‘Come & Go’).  The group 
celebrates the many colors found in music 
from several French cultures. The show will 
also be streamed live through the NEAT 

TV website, neatbristol.com. For those 
unable to see the original broadcast, the 
show can be seen afterwards on the NEAT 
website at videos on demand. 

FRIDAY, MARCH 25
LOTUS LANTERN WORKSHOP IN 
MIDDLEBURY. Friday, March 25, 5 p.m., Isley 
Public Library, 75 Main St. Join Younhee Shin, 
Korean Spirit and Culture Promotion Project, 
NYC, for a workshop to create a lotus lantern. 
Participants will meet in the community 
room and Younhee will join via Zoom to 
teach everyone how to make the beautiful 
lantern. Limited to 20 participants. Open to all 
ages. Those under 14 need to have an adult 
accompany them. Visit ilsleypubliclibrary.org/
event/lotus-lantern-workshop/ to register.

SATURDAY, MARCH 26
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB HIKE IN BRISTOL. 
Saturday, March 26, 1 p.m., Bristol Trail 
Network. Plan for 2.5-3 hours for the 3.4-mile 
section around Bristol’s historic areas. Total 
elevation gain is under 100 feet. Excellent 
options for snacks/lunch in Bristol before or 
afterward. Boots and poles suggested. More 
info contact Porter Knight at knight@gmavt.
net, 802-343-3920. More at gmcbreadloaf.org.

A D D I S O N I N D E P E N D E N T . C O M

Annual subscription for just $50.

SUBSCRIBE
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Rusty DeWees returns to Vergennes on Saturday
ermont comedian, storyteller and 
musician Rusty DeWees returns 
to the Vergennes Opera House on 
Saturday, March 19, at 7:30 p.m.

DeWees brings his unique Vermont-
style humor to the Vergennes stage, 
having last performed there two 
years ago, just before the pandemic 

took hold and shut down theaters. The March 
19 performance was initially scheduled for Jan. 
29, but it was moved to the March 19 date in 
light of the surge in COVID cases due to the 
Omicron variant.

“It was a difficult decision to postpone our 
2021-2022 season of shows at the beginning of 
this year, but we felt it was the best and safest 
thing to do,” said Gerianne Smart, president 
of the Friends of the Vergennes Opera House. 
“Luckily, Rusty was accommodating and still 
very willing to come to the little city to perform 
on March 19. We sure could use a good 
belly laugh after the last two years of this 
pandemic.”

DeWees is very familiar with the Vergennes 
Opera House space, having first performed 
and filmed his original “The Logger” show 
there in 1998, well before the restoration was 
complete.

“Yeah, I remember the space well,” DeWees 
recalled. “Gerianne was apologizing for the 
‘rough-around-the-edges’ look but for me 
and the film project, it was perfect. Now it is 
all spiffy and I can’t wait to be on that stage 
again and share some of the new material I’ve 
worked on over the past two years.”

Since the pandemic, the Vergennes Opera 
House adopted operational and safety 
guidelines to allow performers and audience 
members back into the theater. Guidelines 
included a reduction in occupancy levels, 
mask wearing and proof of vaccination. With 
the new Vermont Department of Health 
Guidelines going into effect on March 14, 
the Rusty DeWees show will mark the first 
performance in two years where masks will be 
“recommended” and proof of vaccination will 
not be required.

“I’m proud of the work we did to keep people 
safe while keeping the arts alive during this 
pandemic,” Smart said. “We are enormously 
grateful for everyone’s patience and support 
during the uncertainty of the past two years, 
and we are thrilled that Rusty will be able to 
see the smiling and laughing faces when he 
performs here on March 19.”

Tickets for the Rusty DeWees show are 
available online at VergennesOperaHouse.org.

V

Rusty DeWees will perform at the Vergennes Opera 
House on Saturday, March 19, at 7:30 p.m.

PAUL ROGERS PHOTOGRAPHY

CROWDS
Are coming back!

(802) 388-4944
news@addisonindependent.com

ARTS+LEISURE

Have a gig?
Let us help you  
spread the news.

“I CAN’T WAIT TO BE ON THAT 
STAGE AGAIN AND SHARE SOME 
OF THE NEW MATERIAL I’VE 
WORKED ON OVER THE PAST 
TWO YEARS.” 
 — Rusty DeWees
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MiniBury
A RELIABLE RESOURCE FOR PARENTS SEEKING FAMILY-FRIENDLY EVENTS, ACTIVITIES, CAMPS AND CLASSES IN AND AROUND MIDDLEBURY

Are your kids asking about Ukraine?
We listen to a lot of NPR in our house. When we 
started hearing the news from Ukraine three weeks 
ago, my 7-year-old wanted to know why people 
had to leave their homes. We explained, in basic 
terms, what was going on. We pointed out Ukraine 
on the big world map. We assured her that we’re 
safe here. She moved on quickly. But I’m sure she 
has more questions.

Which is why I was excited to listen to the latest 
episode of But Why: A Podcast for Curious 
Kids. It’s built around real questions that real 
children have called in to ask about the war in 
Ukraine. And it’s really good.

Host Jane Lindholm (who happens to be an 
Addison County mom of two young kids) interviews 
Erin Hutchinson, a professor at the University of 

Colorado Boulder, who studies the history of both 
Russia and Ukraine. She explains the origins of the 
war in terms most kids can understand, but she 
doesn’t dumb it down. She addresses the gravity of 
the situation without getting into the scary details 
of what’s happening on the ground.

She and Lindholm answer questions from kids 
such as “Why is Russia attacking Ukraine?” (Jedi, 
10), “Why doesn’t Ukraine have a big army?” (Henry, 
9), “Why does Russia think it’s doing the right 
thing?” (Dylan, 8), and “Why do some people do 
bad things?” (Emmaline, 4 and a half).

You can fi nd the podcast at ButWhyKids.org or at 
MiniBury.com. Even if you listen to it without your 
kids, as I did, it might give you some ideas about 
how to approach the topic with them.

And here’s some good advice Lindholm gave to 
her kid listeners at the end:

“And another thing: If hearing the news is making 
you anxious, you can ask the adults around you not 
to watch or listen to the news when you’re around 
and not to have conversations about it while you’re 
in the room. It’s okay to take a break from the news. 
That goes for adults, too.”

— Megan James

MiniBury.com
THINGS TO DO    MEET PARENTS & FRIENDS  

  NEWS FOR FAMILIES    TIPS, TRICKS & TRENDS    CALENDAR

A PARTNERSHIP WITH THE ADDY INDY

ACSD preschool enrollment is open
The Addison County School District Early Education programs are 
excited to announce that families may apply for preschool enrollment 
in its school-based classrooms by completing the district interest 
form by April 8. (Note: if you have completed the Mary Hogan-specifi c 
survey, you do not need to complete this one). 

Preschool classrooms are based in two ACSD elementary schools: Mary 
Hogan School and Bridport Central School. Although classrooms are 
based out of these schools, they serve children from the entire district. 

In 2022-23, preschool classrooms will operate on a school-year 
schedule, Monday-Thursday (hours vary by building, see interest survey 
for more info). Spaces are highly limited.

Find the application on MiniBury.com.

See more online

MAPLE OPEN HOUSE WEEKEND(S), MARCH 19, 20, 26 & 27. Come 
see how sap is transformed into syrup at sugarhouses around the 
state. Stay tuned for updates on specifi c events at local sugarhouses.

THE IGUANA CUP, MARCH 19, 10 A.M.-2 P.M., at the Middlebury 
College Snow Bowl. Skiers and riders of all ages and abilities are 
invited to participate in Quarry Hill School’s 10th annual family fun 
slalom ski race. Participation by donation; no registration required. 
Costumes encouraged!

FOOTLOOSE, MARCH 24-26, AT MUHS. Middlebury Union High 
School Class of 2022 presents “Footloose The Musical.” All proceeds 
from this production will go to Project Graduation.

Coming up
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ACROSS
 1. Type of footwear
 5. Studies a lot all at 
once
10. Adventure story
14. Hundred thousand
15. Former U.S. Vice 
President
16. Ruler
17. Indian city
18. Similar
19. Ship as cargo
20. Volcanic craters
22. Boxing’s “GOAT”
23. Bullfi ghting 
maneuvers
24. London soccer 
team
27. Score perfectly
30. No (Scottish)
31. SoCal hoops team 
(abbr.)

32. Woman (French)
35. Unwanted attic 
“decor”
37. Peter Griffi  n’s 
daughter
38. Broad, shallow 
crater
39. Large instruments
40. Low bank or reef
41. __ and Venzetti
42. Oil group
43. Father
44. Aggressive men
45. Pairs well with 
green
46. Travelers need it
47. Digital audiotape
48. Midway between 
northeast and east
49. Chemistry 
descriptor
52. S. China seaport

55. Sound unit
56. Heavy cavalry 
sword
60. Thick piece of 
something
61. Spa town in Austria
63. Boyfriend
64. Norse 
personifi cation of old 
age
65. Type of box
66. Tie together
67. Fiber from the 
coconut
68. Chicago mayor
69. Old English letters

DOWN
 1. Type of sauce
 2. Pattern of notes
 3. Plant with long 
seedpods

Sudoku
Each Sudoku puzzle 
consists of a 9x9 
grid that has been 
subdivided into nine 
smaller grids of 3x3 
squares. To solve 
the puzzle each row, 
column and box must 
contain each of the 
numbers 1 to 9. Puzzles 
come in three grades: 
easy, medium and 
diffi  cult. 

Level: Medium

This week’s puzzle solutions can be found on Page 14.

 4. Map out
 5. Numbers cruncher
 6. Make a mental 
connection
 7. Italian tenor
 8. N. America’s highest 
mountain peak
 9. Witness
10. Arabic given name
11. Music awards
12. “ The Immoralist” 
author
13. Area units
21. Units of loudness
23. Political action 
committee
25. Bar bill

26. Witch
27. A theatrical 
performer
28. 2-door car
29. __ and fl owed
32. Papier-__, art 
medium
33. City in Georgia
34. Irregular
36. College sports 
conference
37. Angry
38. Partner to cheese
40. S. American 
mammal
41. Self-immolation by 
fi re rituals

43. Split pulses
44. Disfi gure
46. Cow noise
47. Erase
49. Chadic language
50. Reward for doing 
well
51. Paid TV
52. Millisecond
53. Other
54. Colombian city
57. Necklace part
58. Every one of two or 
more people
59. Regrets
61. They come after “A”
62. Horse noise

s p o n s o r e d  byPuzzlesPuzzles
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Irish is a spring-loaded pupper with the 
most loving personality. He has great 
energy and needs an owner who is down 
for endless snuggles, play, and adventure 
time. Irish can’t be with other pets in the 
home and has shown significant prey drive 
for small animals, as he, unfortunately, 
wasn’t socialized properly as a pup. He 
really needs a BFF human – it is literally 
all he wants. He says hi to everyone he 
sees and has such a happy-go-lucky vibe. 
Young children are over-stimulating to him 
and he would do better with older kids.  He 
loves every single human he meets, riding in the car and being showered with 
attention. Irish has been lovingly dubbed the Linebacker Lapdog!

Keeba is a one-year-old growing pup who needs 
someone to provide him with a lot of exercise, 
patience, and a routine he can get accustomed 
to. He loves to play in the snow and to chase 
soccer balls with you. Keeba knows basic 
commands, walks on leash, and is house-trained. 
He is uncomfortable and reacts negatively in 
new situations with new people and animals. In 
a controlled environment, he has shown positive 
behaviors and would benefit from continued 
socialization training  German Shepherd breed 
experience is a must and we would like to see 
him with an adult couple with no young children 
or other pets at this point.

James is a 7-year-old dorky guy who 
likes to wander around Cat Land at the 
shelter until he tires himself out. He is 
a very laidback cat until he gets into 
the catnip and then he changes into a 
rambunctious kitten. He is affectionate 
and loves to explore. James would do 
best in a home without other pets where 
he can be adventurous on his own.

Kay-Dub is a playful and affectionate 
5-year-old chow-hound. He is diabetic 
and requires insulin twice a day. Kay-
Dub is on a special diet to regulate his 
sugar levels. He loves to explore all of 
his surroundings but would like to be 
the only pet in the home.

Meet Saber! This senior guy is almost 
10 years old and looking for a nice, 
quiet home where he can lounge 
around and do what he wants when 
he wants! Saber is a loving cat who 
tends to keep to himself, but you can 
scoop him up for some pets and loves 
and he doesn’t mind at all. He may, 
however, become a snob and go back 
to what he was doing without including 
you – that’s just who he is! Just look at 
those paws!

Wagon & Wheel are a bonded pair 
of female rabbits who like veggies 
and fruit and absolutely LOVE their 
hay! They are about 2 years old 
and need a bit more socialization. 
They can be nervous around 
sudden movements, but are 
warming up to staff and volunteers! 
Their perfect home would be a 
nice cage/pen to live in and have 
possible access to the outdoors 
when the warmer weather arrives.

PETS IN NEED
HOMEWARD BOUND
Addison County’s Humane Society

Call or check our website. We may have a pet for
you.

388-1100 | HomewardBoundAnimals.org

PPet of et of the the WWeekeek

Proud to help you provide quality care for all of your pets,
we know your animal companions are a central part of your life! 

PET FOOD
Quality Brands Including:

ASK ABOUT OURPet Food ClubEarn rewards for your purchases!

MIDDLEBURY AGWAY
338 Exchange Street, Middlebury

388-4937 • www.MiddleburyAgway.com
Mon - Fri 8-6 • Sat 8-5 • Sundays 9-4

Open 
7 days

Join our email list
 for preferred

customer savings!

TOYS &
TREATS

SELF SERVEAccessories
 & Grooming 

Supplies
Leashes • Harnesses 
Collars • Clothing 

Food Dishes 
Storage Bins 

 Beds & Baskets
Brushes, shampoos, skin treatment, ointments to keep your

pets’ coats healthy and problem free!
Kennels, Dog Houses & Carrying Cases
Come in and check the variety we have in stock!

   Large & Small Animal Products
    • Feed • Supplements • Training & Grooming Supplies
    • Cages, Foods, Treats & Bedding 
    • Bird food, toys and cages
    • Basics for fish, too!

Everything you need for pet support!

Feeders,
 Seed & Suet, 

Houses & 
Accessories.

Wild Bird 
Supplies

YOUR YARD, GARDEN AND PET PLACE™   •  www.middleburyagway.com

Think of Agway when you think of your pets!MUSIC
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

youngsters!), reweave them 
into their own arrangements, 
and have been spreading 
them throughout New 
England and Québec 
since 2001. The group 
includes Carol Reed from 
Leicester (voice, guitar and 
mandolin), Suzanne Germain 
from Lincoln (voice and 
percussion), and Lausanne 
Allen from South Starksboro 
(voice, fi ddles, fl ute, penny 
whistles, harmonica and 
mandolins).

Send us your pet!
news@addisonindependent.com

Pet of the 
WEEK
Pet of the 

you
know?

did
you

know
you

know
you

?
DOMESTICATED CATS CAN SPEND 
ABOUT 70% OF THE DAY SLEEPING. 
ANOTHER 15% IS SPENT GROOMING.

— MetroCreative
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Located in the heart of the Champlain Valley this peaceful and private property off ers 64
acres of meadow, woodlands and pasture. Perfect for horse lovers, you’ll be equipped 
with a 6-stall barn, 3 run-ins, equipment shed, and a lovely heated tack room. The custom 
built contemporary home off ers hardwood fl oors, a massive stone hearth, butler’s pantry, 
ground fl oor master bedroom suite, and a fi nished lower level currently used as an in-
home gym. There is also an attached in-law suite and a detached two car garage with a 
spacious attic. The screened porch is a breezy hideaway space for the warmer months; 

make use of the eight-person hot tub on the deck year-
round. If gardening is also a pastime you might tend to 
the vegetable garden, perennial gardens, and fruit trees. 
This picture perfect pastoral property is the homestead 
of your dreams.

1179 FULLER MOUNTAIN RD, FERRISBURGH

A LOOK INSIDE ADDISON COUNTY HOMES FOR SALE

Custom built dream home on 64 acres

$1,495,000

This week’s property is managed by IPJ Real Estate. 
More info at middvermontrealestate.com.
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WALLACE REALTY
48 Mountain Terrace

Bristol, VT 05443
PH 802-453-4670 • FAX 802-453-5898

Visit our websites at:
www.wallacere.com

www.greenbuiltvermont.com

Please call Kelly, Claire, or Tom

estateestate
real

It takes more than luck. 
Advertise in the Addy Indy!

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY
All real estate advertising in this newspaper is subject  to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 1968 as 

amended which makes it illegal to advertise “any preference, limitation or discrimination based on race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, familial status, national origin, sexual orientation, or persons receiving public 
assistance, or an intention to make any such preference, limitation or discrimination.”

This newspaper will not  knowingly accept any advertisement for real estate which is in violation of the law. Our 
readers are hereby informed that all dwellings advertised in this newspaper are available on an equal opportunity 
basis.  To complain of discrimination, call HUD Toll-free at 1-800-669-9777.

FILM
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

Hunt, who developed 
the method of horse 
training known as ‘natural 
horsemanship,’ which 
advocates mutual respect 
between rider and steed, 
Brannaman was an 
accomplished rider from 

an early age.” Rainer concludes that, “Buck is about 
larger things. It celebrates a communion between 
man and animal that runs deeper than any division.”

MNFF is also delighted to announce that Vermonter 
Tim Hayes, a highly regarded “horse whisperer” 
in his own right and a good friend of Brannaman, 
will attend the screening and host a Q&A following 
the fi lm. In 2015, Hayes published a popular book, 
“Riding Home: The Power of Horses to Heal,” with 
this foreword by Robert Redford: “The lessons you’ll 
take away from this beautiful volume of healing and 
love between man and nature will stay with you for 
a long time. And who knows, maybe it will open a 
door to healing for you or someone you love. Hayes 
has made this his life-work and the world is a better 
place for it.” 

Hayes is an internationally recognized Natural 
Horsemanship Clinician and conducts clinics 
throughout the United States, Canada, Europe, 
Australia and Mexico and is currently an Adjunct 
Professor of Equine Therapy at the University of 
Vermont.

“We are thrilled to off er this complete and 
compelling event to our audiences,” noted Lloyd 
Komesar, MNFF Producer. “‘Buck’ is a beautiful and 
moving fi lm and to have Tim Hayes join us for what 
should be a fascinating Q&A adds a remarkable 
dimension to the evening. And we want to thank the 
team at the world renowned UVM Morgan Horse 
Farm here in the Middlebury area for their help in 
pulling this all together.”

Individual adult tickets to this fi lm are $16. Youth 
12-17 tickets are $11. Children under 12 tickets are 
$7. Tickets can be purchased online at middfi lmfest.
org or townhalltheater.org, by phone at 802-382-
9222 or in person at the THT box offi  ce, Monday-
Friday, 12-5 p.m. The fi lm’s trailer can also be seen at 
middfi lmfest.org.

The MNFF Selects Series will be adhering to the 
Town Hall Theater’s COVID protocols:  All patrons (5 
and older) will be required to bring valid proof of full 
COVID vaccination in printed or digital form along 
with photo ID (age 18 and up). Alternately, they may 
provide a negative PCR test taken within 72 hours 
of attendance. Full vaccination means double dose 
vaccines and proof of booster/third dose if greater 
than six months from second dose. For single-
dose vaccines, Town Hall Theater requires proof 
of vaccine and booster if greater than two months 
from the initial single dose. Additionally, masks 
must be worn by all patrons (age 2 and up) during 
all events. These policies are subject to change 
as national and local guidelines are updated in 
response to COVID-19.
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ipjrealestate.com
34 Main Street, downtown Middlebury

info@ipjrealestate.com  |  802.388.4242

MIDDLEBURY  NEW LISTING!
376 SOUTH RIDGE DRIVE
MLS #4898249 | $192,000
0.60 ACRES

Build-ready lot in the South Ridge 
development served by town water 
and sewer. The driveway has been 
roughed in with utilities/services at the 
edge of the building envelope. One 
of your last chances to get in!

FERRISBURGH  NEW LISTING!
1179 FULLER MOUNTAIN ROAD
MLS #4899860 | $1,495,000
6 BD | 5 BA | 4308 SF | 64.80 AC

Peaceful and private—this 
farmstead is perfect for horse lovers. 
Six stall barn, heated tack room, 3 
run-ins, and equipment shed. The 
custom built contemporary offers 
hardwood fl oors, massive stone 
hearth, butler’s pantry, screened 
porch, and spacious deck with 
hot tub. Add an attached au pair/
in-law suite, a fi nished gym and 
partially fi nished game room in 
the lower level, and a detached, 
heated two car garage with 
spacious attic space. Outside, enjoy 
perennial gardens, fruit trees and 
a large vegetable garden while 
surrounded by acres of meadow 
and woodlands. All only thirty 
minutes to Burlington.

RIPTON
1233 ROUTE 125
MLS #4881064 | $949,000
11 BD | 11 BA | 5258 SF | 5.90 ACRES

This is your opportunity to buy an 
historic Vermont Inn and continue 
the business or make it into your 
family home or multi-family getaway! 
Built in1828 by Daniel Chipman, a 
U.S. Representative from VT, founder 
and professor of law at Middlebury 
College, the original farmhouse 
began operating as an inn and 
public dining room in 1974. Nine 
guest rooms with baths, owner’s 
quarters with bath, handsome bar, 
commercial kitchen with walk-in. Fully 
renovated east wing. Post and beam 
barn. Only 7 miles to Middlebury and 
just down the road from Rikert and 
the Snow Bowl. Lovingly maintained 
by its current owner, it is time for this 
inn to enter a new chapter. 

s o l u t i o n s March 17, 2022

PuzzlePuzzle

Email Christy to fi nd out how.
Christy@addisonindependent.com

Add your piece!Add your piece!
Be the next sponsor of the puzzle page



Addison Independentt | ARTS+LEISURE | Thursday, March 17, 2022 — PAGE 15

Local agents who know
the Addison county market.

We are happy to assist you with all your real estate questions!

802-989-7522  |  ChamplainValleyProperty.net  |  70 Court Street, Middlebury, VT

We are happy to assist you with all your real estate questions!

Heather Foster-Provencher
 802-989-2770

cvprophfp@gmail.com

Nancy Foster
802-989-2772

cvpropnf@comcast.net

January Stearns
802-236-4424

cvpropjs@gmail.com

Diana Berthiaume 
802-236-2725

diana411@comcast.net

John Snyder-White
802-989-1066

cvpropjsw@gmail.com

 Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Vermont Realty Group

32 Merchants Row, Middlebury, VT
802-388-9836  •  www.vtregroup.com

Your Forever Realtors, Building Relationships One Home at a Time!

NEWNEW
LISTINGLISTING

Brandon, VT MLS#4900780 $229,000
Located in the heart of Brandon, this historic village duplex has three levels. Each unit 
includes a living room, dining room, kitchen, and bathroom on main floor, plus two 
bedrooms on the second floor. The finished basement has a washer/dryer and bonus 
room with access to the back deck.

Brandon, VT MLS#4900732 $400,000
Spacious 3 BDR, 2 BA contemporary home sited on 2.1 acres of land. Enter an 
expansive open living space with cathedral ceiling, wood flooring, and a gourmet 
kitchen with stainless steel appliances. The house includes a three car and a finished 
basement. 

Lincoln, VT MLS#4899528 $525,000
This 3 BDR, 3 BA home sits on twelve beautiful acres on a quiet country road in the 
mountains of Lincoln. The house includes a large attached two car garage, a full 
basement equipped with an automatic generator, a carport on the other side of the 
garage, and a large storage shed outback.

Addison, VT MLS#4891514 $515,000
Located on a quiet country road, this lovingly maintained 3 BDR, 2 BA home has 
beautiful oak hardwood floors through out most of the house and a large insulated 
two car garage with storage above. Enjoy views of the Green Mountains to the east or 
watch the wildlife outback from your spacious deck.

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Vermont Realty Group

Open House this Sunday 
3/20 from 1-3pm.

323 North Bingham St., Cornwall

NEWNEW
PRICEPRICE

NEWNEW
PRICEPRICE

NEWNEW
LISTINGLISTING

NEWNEW
LISTINGLISTING

Cornwall, VT MLS#4899857 $1,250,000
This 3 BDR, 3 BA home sits on 18 acres of beautifully landscaped grounds. The 
home’s warm and inviting layout welcomes you to an open living area with wood 
floors, cathedral ceilings and walls of windows that fill the home with light, a gas 
stove adds ambiance on those chilly nights.
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