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‘Epic’ opera
The Opera Company of Middle-
bury is presenting a Tchaikovsky 
masterpiece. See Arts + Leisure.

By the way

Rivals clash
Two Tiger-Eagle soccer games 
needed overtime to determine the 
outcomes. See Sports, Page 1B.

Cop kudos
 Middlebury Chief Tom Hanley 
earned a statewide honor for his 
pandemic efforts. See Page 3A.

Midd grad & her female students fl ee Afghanistan

Creek unsettles the dead
Weybridge seeks relocation of cemetery remains

(See Creek, Page 16A)(See Merger, Page 14A)

(See Wimett, Page 14A)

(See Graduate, Page 15A)

County schools 
tackle Year 2 of 
COVID with hope 

(See COVID in schools, Page 11A)

School district merger 
panel delays deadline

Ripton’s 
withdrawal
effort gets a 
lot trickier
Going solo might 
be tough, costly

(See Ripton, Page 14A)

Ron Wimett’s
passing leaves
Ripton at a loss

By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — The 

Weybridge selectboard is proving 
attentive to all of its residents — 
even those who haven’t paid taxes 
nor drawn breath for more than 150 
years.

At issue are the roughly 20 
residents of the old Stow Cemetery 
at the end of Gooseneck Bend 

Road. The cemetery has been 
giving up its dead to the at-times 
ferocious and unforgiving Otter 
Creek, with which the disheveled 
burial ground shares a border.

“This problem has existed 
for many years,” noted former 
Weybridge Selectman Don Mason, 
who has become one of Stow 
Cemetery’s most active angels.

“We’re sitting here at what 
was the bottom of the Champlain 
Sea, which means there’s hard 
clay eight- to 10 feet down,” he 
explained. “The water perks down 
until it gets to the clay layer, and 
then it continues downhill. Where 
the Gooseneck Bend is, downhill 
is the Otter Creek. So the water 

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS
MIDDLEBURY — On Aug. 20, 

as thousands of Afghans desperate 
to leave the country converged 
on the airport in Kabul — and 
Taliban fi ghters, who had taken 
over the city just fi ve days before, 
tried to stop them with threats 
and violence and hastily erected 
checkpoints — Middlebury 
College graduate Shabana Basij-
Rasikh stood in front of a furnace 
at an undisclosed location in the 
region and fed into its fi re a steady 
diet of paper documents.

“I’m burning my students’ 
records not to erase them, but to 
protect them and their families,” 
Basij-Rasikh explained on Twitter.

In 2008, during her fi rst year 
at Middlebury, Basij-Rasikh 
co-founded, with Oregon 
businessman Ted Achilles, 
the School of Leadership-
Afghanistan, or SOLA, which in 
Pashto means “peace.” Initially 
aimed at securing scholarship 
opportunities for Afghan girls, 
SOLA evolved into an all-girls 
boarding school in Kabul.

Two of the students Basij-
Rasikh was protecting were sisters 
who had come to SOLA from a 
rural village and who in mid-July 
had made a suicide pact.

They had just arrived home 
for school break when their 
grandmother came to see them, 

carrying scythes, Basij-Rasikh 
later wrote in the Washington Post.

At the time, the Taliban, 
a militant Islamist political 
organization, was resurgent in the 
provinces, fi lling the vacuum left 
by departing U.S. forces, which 
had been in the country for nearly 
20 years.

The last time the Taliban 
controlled Afghanistan, from 
1996 to 2001, it had banned girls 
from getting an education and 
prohibited women from leaving 
their homes unless their bodies 
were entirely covered and they 
were accompanied by a male 
relative.

Fighters were getting closer to 

the village, the woman told her 
granddaughters.

“If the Taliban comes into 
this house,” she said, “use these 
scythes to kill yourselves.” 

The sisters promised they 
would.

Thankfully it did not come to 
that.

On Aug. 24, Basij-Rasikh 
reported on Twitter that all of 
SOLA’s nearly 100 students had 
escaped the country.

“Last week, we completed the 
departure from Kabul of nearly 
250 students, faculty, staff, and 
family members. Everyone is 
en route, by way of Qatar, to the MIDDLEBURY COLLEGE 

GRADUATE SHABANA 
BASIJ-RASIKH

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS
BRISTOL — The ANWSD-

MAUSD Merger Study Committee 
has given itself eight extra months 
to complete its work.

The committee voted 
unanimously at its Tuesday night 
meeting to extend its workplan 
deadline from Town Meeting Day, 
March 1, to Election Day, Nov. 8, 
2022.

When it was created this past 
April, the committee was charged 
with analyzing the advisability 
of forming a union between the 
Addison Northwest School and the 
Mount Abraham Unifi ed School 
districts. 

“Ideally,” the charge says, 
the committee’s work would be 
completed in time “to allow a 
vote on a proposed plan by Town 
Meeting Day 2022.”

Tracy Wrend, a consultant hired 
by the committee, has made it clear 
from the beginning that she thinks 

that timeline is ambitious, and on 
Tuesday night committee co-chair 
Marikate Kelley (Monkton) said it 
seemed as though the committee 
generally agreed with her.

The Town Meeting Day timeline 
urged by the school districts has 
also drawn criticism from residents 
of Lincoln, which last month voted 
to withdraw from the MAUSD, 
and Starksboro, who believe the 
deadline does not provide enough 
time for a simultaneous process 
happening in their school district, 
which is evaluating a number of 
community-authored long-range 
facilities plans, none of which 
explicitly favors a merger with the 
ANWSD. 

That process is scheduled to 
conclude at the same time the 
merger study committee would 
need to complete its work in 
order to warn a Town Meeting 
Day vote.

By JOHN FLOWERS
RIPTON — The Ripton 

selectboard will soon appoint a 
local resident to carry on — at 
least in the short term — for former 
longtime Selectman Ron Wimett, 
who died suddenly on Sept. 5.

Wimett’s passing has left an 
additional void that the board will 
need to fi ll. At the time of his death 
(and for many years prior), Wimett 
also served as the community’s 
road commissioner, performing the 
town’s road work using his own 
company’s heavy equipment.

Selectboard member Laurie 
Cox said Selectman Tim Hanson 

By JOHN FLOWERS
RIPTON — Just three 

months ago, Ripton’s quest for 
independence from the Addison 
Central School District appeared to 
be a slam dunk.  Voters in all seven 
ACSD communities, as well as the 
Vermont State Board of Education 
(VSBE), had overwhelmingly 
endorsed Ripton’s withdrawal 
effort, ostensibly placing the small 
mountain town on a path to control 
its own PreK-12 destiny beginning 
next July.

But the past several weeks have 
seen at least three area union 
school districts reject the notion of 
partnering with Ripton to provide 
it with the transportation, special 
education and central offi ce 
services it will need if it’s to achieve 
independence. Those setbacks — 
along with a new Sept. 15 directive 
from the VSBE that Ripton should 
try to patch up its differences with 

The Monkton Municipal 
Building Grounds Committee is 
looking for volunteers to join a 
“Town Hall planting gathering” 
on Saturday, Sept. 25, at 10 a.m. 
The goal is to get plants and 
trees in the ground prior to the 
Town Hall grand opening. The 
trees and plants have already 
been delivered to the town hall. 
Please bring with you any of the 
following, if you can: shovels, 
rakes, hoes, buckets, gloves or 
any other items that will make 
this process easier. The more 

By JOHN FLOWERS, 
CHRISTOPHER ROSS and 
ANDY KIRKALDY

ADDISON COUNTY — The 
start of the school year always 
sees a mixture of trepidation 
and excitement. For primary 
and secondary school students 
in Addison County, 
that jumble of fear 
and exhilaration was 
intensifi ed this year 
as both pupils and 
educators were coming 
off the pandemic year 
when COVID-19 forced 
profound changes in 
schools.

So with a year of 
lessons on how to teach 
and learn in a pandemic, 
many people returned 
to schools this fall with 
hopeful optimism, 
despite the rise of 
the Delta variant of 
COVID-19 and despite the fact that 
children under age 12 could not get 
vaccinated against the disease.

Edorah Frazer, principal of 
Robinson Elementary School 
in Starksboro, said the return to 
school this fall was better than last 
year.

“And I mean way better,” she 
said.

Her positive attitude was 
refl ected at schools around Addison 

County as educators are using the 
lessons they learned during the fi rst 
year of the pandemic to try and do 
a better job teaching kids, while 
keeping them safe from infection.

In the fall of 2020 students and 
educators built on their experiences 
from remote learning the previous 

spring, so the technology 
tools were more familiar, 
Frazer said, but with 
students attending in-
person school only two 
days a week in 2020, 
teachers were teaching 
both in classrooms and 
online. 

“It was just a huge 
drain on everyone,” she 
said.

Now, students in the 
Addison Central School 
District, like elsewhere, 
started classes this fall 
on a fulltime, in-person 
schedule, still with a 

mandatory mask requirement 
when indoors. But there’s no 
longer a stringent social-distancing 
requirement, and students are 
allowed to go mask-free when 
outdoors, said Kelly Landwehr, 
RN, point person for the ACSD’s 
COVID-19 prevention efforts.

She said Middlebury-area 
students face fewer COVID-related 
restrictions this year compared to 

“Lunch is 
probably 
our highest-
risk activity 
during the 
day in the 
building, so 
we’re trying 
to be extra 
safe.” 

— Kelley 
Landwehr, 

ACSD

Harvest moon
SEPTEMBER’S FULL MOON, which occurred on Sept. 21, rises over Lake Champlain in this shot 

taken at Arnold’s Bay in Panton. The moon is known as the Full Harvest Moon, or some call it the 
“corn-maker moon,” as it is the closest full moon to the fall equinox. It gets the name because the 
moon rises very soon after sunset in the northern hemisphere, providing plenty of bright light for 
farmers harvesting their summer crops. 

Photo courtesy of Vergennes resident Jeannette Armel 
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By ANDY KIRKALDY
FERRISBURGH — Ferrisburgh 

residents will have two ways to 
weigh in on how their town will 
spend the $804,000 of federal 
American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) 
funding it has been awarded 
through that federal legislation 
approved this past spring.

The Ferrisburgh selectboard 
approved for Tuesday, Nov. 2, 
a public meeting at the town 
office building to listen to public 

feedback, plus a survey that 
residents can fill out either at the 
town’s website — ferrisburghvt.
org — or on paper. Results will be 
collected before the Nov. 2 forum.

Selectboard Chair Jessica James 
said the board plans to have both 
options available by this Sunday, 
when the town and many of its 
nonprofits and businesses are 
hosting Ferrisburgh Day events. 

One option that the survey will 
feature prominently is Maple 

Broadband. Internet service 
expansion is an allowed option for 
ARPA funding, and James said she 
believes strongly both in broadband 
expansion in rural Vermont and in 
Maple Broadband, the fledgling 
nonprofit that is proposing to 
provide it in Addison County.

“I think it is one of the most 
important things we can do for the 
town,” James said. 

She said other members of the 
selectboard do not necessarily 

disagree, but James’ proposal to 
give at least $100,000 to Maple 
Broadband was defeated on 
Tuesday. 

James said she understood her 
fellow board members’ point of 
view, especially with so much 
public feedback on the way.

“The other members want to 
hear more from the residents of 
Ferrisburgh,” she said.

The only other formal request for 
funding Ferrisburgh has received is 

from the Vergennes-Panton Water 
District, which serves more than 
1,000 town residents. 

Water district officials are 
seeking as much as half of 
Ferrisburgh’s ARPA funding, and 
said they are researching how 
much it will take to replace old cast 
iron pipes throughout the system. 
They are now collecting that and 
other information sought by the 
Ferrisburgh selectboard.

James said the survey will ask 

respondents to identify themselves 
as residents, business owners 
or landlords, as well ask what 
they consider to be the top ARPA 
spending priorities.

Other questions will seek general 
information, she said, such as the 
economic impact of and greatest 
challenges created by the COVID 
pandemic.

“We’re just going to look at the 
areas people want to spend the 
money on,” James said. 

Ferrisburgh to survey residents on how to spend ARPA funds

Peace, Love 
& Understanding

VUHS HELD ITS annual 
student-led Peace One Day all-
school assembly on Tuesday 
to recognize the United Nations 
International Day of Peace. Shown 
are, clockwise from top left, a 
student dance line; two students 
dancing in front of the banner all 
who attended were invited to sign; 
student speaker Theo Armstrong, 
retired VUHS teacher Lee Shorey; 
in-school clinician Jordan Young; 
and sisters Jasmine, l., and Kaitlyn 
Little, who sold T-shirts to raise 
money for Afghan refugees. 

Independent photos/Steve James
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Orwell, VT Homeowner 
Recommends Bristol Electronics

FREE SITE EVALUATIONS

802 . 453 . 2500
BristolElectronicsVT.com

Kent Anderson – Orwell, VT   

When I made the decision to install solar panels to power 
my small farm and residence, there was no doubt that I 
would turn to Bristol Electronics for help. Having worked 
with Chris and her team for satellite television service, I 
was confident that the same professionalism, expertise, 
quality workmanship, competitive price structure, prompt 
and courteous service, and continued support would be 
forthcoming. Such was the case and I couldn’t be more 
satisfied with the result.

BristolHarvestFest.com

Free, Family-Friendly Event

50+ Vendors and Handcrafters

Live Music All Day

Art on Main Silent Auction

Moose Scavenger Hunt
     in Participating Stores

Sidewalk Sales on Main Street

Cub Scouts at Holley Hall

22nd Annual 

Saturday, September 25th

10 am - 4 pm  on  the  Bristol Green

Thanks to Our Sponsors:
Bristol Park Dental
Cousino Financial Services
Champlain Valley Plumbing & Heating
Casella Waste Management
Waitsfi eld & Champlain Valley Telecom
Bristol Works
Silver Maple Construction

Annual Art on Main
Silent Auction

Bid on Wonderful
ARTS, CRAFTS,

LOCAL GOODS AND SERVICES!
UNDER THE TENT AT

Bristol Harvest Festival
WE HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE

artonmain.net

10am - 3pm

September 25

WANTED
Fiduciary Money Manager.

Accept, ‘Go Fund Me’ Donations. Soliciting $250,000.00 
plus for initial payout cost of investigation; publishing, with 
excess funds paid directly to Victim’s Mother. Solve the child 
murder of Christal Jean Jones: deliberately forgotten since 
January 3rd, 2001. Expose cover-up by law enforcement, 
political, and complacent press. www.defectivedetective.net.

Contact: Defective ? Detective Agency.
Email: paul@defectivedetective.net

By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — Middlebury 

Police Chief Tom Hanley has 
won legions of local fans for 
his like-clockwork Emergency 
Management Bulletins through 
which he has kept area residents 
informed about all things 
COVID-19 during the seemingly 
interminable pandemic. 

His regular email blasts 
have become must reading for 
Middlebury residents for more than 
a year, as the chief marries sobering 
news with unflinching honesty, 
light humor, sports metaphors and 
pop culture.

Well, the state of Vermont is now 
honoring Hanley for his bulletins 
— and a lot more. The Vermont 
Emergency Management Agency 
has just named Hanley the state’s 
“Emergency Management Director 
of the Year.” 

The agency 
s p e c i f i c a l l y 
credited Hanley 
for, among 
other things, 
c o o r d i n a t i n g 
local COVID-19 
strategy with 
Porter Hospital, 
M i d d l e b u r y 
College and area 
schools to set up 
testing facilities, 
p r o c u r e 
supplies, and plan for medical 
surges at health care facilities.

“Chief Hanley’s commitment 
to keep the community informed 
during these challenging times has 
been very much appreciated by the 
residents of not only Middlebury, 
but surrounding towns,” Vermont 
Emergency Management Director 
Erica Bornemann said. 

“The town manager and 
selectboard have received many 
emails and phone calls praising and 
thanking Chief Hanley for not only 
keeping them informed, but also 
providing an opportunity to smile 
with his dry Irish sense of humor 
and his tendency to use a baseball 
or hunting/fishing analogy to drive 
home a point.”

Hanley prepared and distributed 
more than 220 of his emergency 
management bulletins to the public 
sharing information from the 
Vermont Department of Health, 
Centers for Disease Control, the 
office of Governor Phil Scott, 
Vermont Emergency Management, 
and any source of information that 
would help protect the citizens 
of Middlebury and surrounding 
towns.

“Local emergency management 
directors like Chief Hanley are 
incredibly important in disaster 
preparedness, response, recovery 
and hazard mitigation,” Bornemann 
added. “Chief Hanley and EMDs 
like him epitomize what it takes to 
ensure our communities are ready 
the next time disasters occur.”

Hanley is currently marking his 
30th year as Middlebury’s police 
chief.

In a nomination letter 
recommending Hanley for the 
award, Beth Dow — assistant 
to Middlebury Town Manager 
Kathleen Ramsay —  was effusive 
about the chief’s thoroughness 
in assembling key information to 

help his constituents weather the 
pandemic.

“During the early days, he even 
included information from the 
Vermont Grocers’ Association on 
the availability of the supply of 
groceries, since at the time some 
things were unobtainable or were 

running very 
low,” Dow 
wrote. “In 
more recent 
months, he’s 
kept everyone 
informed about 
vaccination sites 
and providing 
the link to 
the State of 
Vermont Health 
D e p a r t m e n t 
site to make the 
appointment.”

Dow noted Hanley puts in as 
much time as it takes to keep the 
pandemic-related information 
flowing.

“Chief Hanley did all this while 
at the same time running the 
Middlebury Police Department, 
which was also 
seeing challenges 
during this crisis 
dealing with 
an increase in 
mental health 
and domestic 
issues within the 
community,” Dow 
said. “Middlebury 
hotels have been 
housing homeless 
and displaced 
people from 
around the region 
as well, which 
presented another 
challenge to the 
already overloaded 
department.”

The chief, in an 
emailed response 
to the Independent, 
shared the credit 
for the accolades 
he’s receiving.

“An emergency 
management director doesn’t 
work in a  vacuum,” he said. “So 
many far-more skilled people 
in the past year and a half gave 
maximum effort to help moderate 
the effects of the pandemic — 
Mike Leyden at Porter Hospital, 
Andrew L’Roe at Addison County 
Regional Planning, the members 
of the Middlebury Information 
Sharing Group, our local Vermont 
Department of Health office, and 
so many, many more.

He showered particular praise 
on “all those health care and 
EMS workers day to day in the 
trenches. I just happened to be the 

one wearing the local EMD hat 
trying to guide everyone along 
to a common cause and provide 
helpful information to ease the 
anxiety over the fear and unknown. 
Hearing that some of the things we 
did made a difference made it all 
worthwhile. (It was) just my way 
of contributing and being a part of 
a wonderful community.”

Caring for others is something 
Hanley has been doing virtually 
his entire life. He’s the second-
eldest of seven children, charged 
early on with helping care for his 
youngest siblings. He carried on 
that tradition as a father.

“Life’s lessons start at home, 
raising four children of my own,” 
he said.

Hanley went on to coach 
baseball, hockey, and basketball 
for almost 40 years, which he said 
helped him “learn valuable lessons 
in dealing with triumph, challenges, 
and disappointment. And building 
teams out of individuals.”

His extensive résumé includes 47 
years in policing, which saw him 
grow into leadership positions that 

he said often thrust 
into situations of 
“chaos, conflict, 
tumult, and 
tragedy,” during 
which he had 
the challenge of 
bringing people 
together.

“Preparing for 
an eventuality 
like any type of 
emergency leads 
to calm, reasoned 
thinking in a crisis 
and allows one to 
mitigate the effects 
of that crisis early 
on,” he said. “This 
aids in recovery 
and assuages the 
fear and anxiety 
that a sudden 
crisis can evoke. 
It avoids a kind 
of paralysis that 
results from panic 

when unprepared.”
Reporter John Flowers is 

at johnf@addisonindependent.
com.

Chief Hanley
named state’s 
top EMD

MIDDLEBURY’S POLICE CHIEF TOM HANLEY

“So many far-more 
skilled people in 
the past year and a 
half gave maximum 
effort to help 
moderate the effects 
of the pandemic... I 
just happened to be 
the one wearing the 
local EMD hat trying 
to guide everyone 
along to a common 
cause and provide 
helpful information 
to ease the anxiety 
over the fear and 
unknown.”

 — Chief Hanley

“Chief Hanley and 
EMDs like him 
epitomize what it 
takes to ensure our 
communities are ready 
the next time disasters 
occur.”

— Erica Bornemann

Correction: 
In the Addison Independent’s Fall Sports Report, distributed last week 

inside the newspaper, junior Megan Gemignani was left off the roster 
for the Middlebury Union High School varsity girl’s soccer team. Our 
apologies.

MIDDLEBURY — When 
viewing civics from a geographic 
lens, it becomes clear that those 
who have the power to draw 
district boundaries have the power 
to determine political 
representation. In 
most states, state 
legislators redraw 
congressional, state 
house and state 
senate districts every 
10 years to ensure 
district boundaries 
reflect population 
shifts over time. 

National news 
commonly associates 
gerrymandering (the 
act of intentionally 
drawing district 
boundaries with 
a partisan bias) 
with congressional 
redistricting. As 
a result, however, 
many people 
forget that district 
boundary lines can 
be manipulated at any scale. 

The American Association of 
Geographers (AAG) is committed 
to raising awareness about the 
redistricting process by creating 
a platform for a diverse array 
of redistricting experts to share 
their experiences with the general 
public. Across the country, AAG 
members are working to organize 
a series of free, public panel 
sessions to equip attendees with 
state-specific information about 
how to get involved with the 
redistricting process. 

Sixteen states, including 
but not limited to Colorado, 
Pennsylvania, North Carolina 
and Florida, have already hosted 
their redistricting panel event in 
early September. The Middlebury 
College Geography Department 
is working with the AAG to host 
Vermont’s redistricting panel 
event on Oct. 1, at 3:30 p.m.   

Since Vermont only has one 
congressional district, Vermont’s 
redistricting discourse tends to 
focus on the redrawing of the 104 
House and 13 Senate districts at 
the state level. Alana Kornaker, 
a senior geography major at 
Middlebury College, hopes to 
expand this discourse by situating 
Vermont within neighboring 
New York and Massachusetts 
to highlight Vermont’s role in 
the federal apportionment and 

Event set for Oct. 1

Redistricting: Middlebury panel to explore 
why it’s crucial to raise public awareness

redistricting process. 
Ultimately, an understanding of 

redistricting at the national and 
state levels will help Vermonters 
understand the complexities 

behind redrawing 
school district 
b o u n d a r i e s , 
conservation zones, 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
districts, and 
other geographic 
b o u n d a r i e s , 
she says. “It is 
important to be able 
to draw connections 
between processes 
at the national, state, 
and local scales 
because systematic 
change only occurs 
when everyday 
people understand 
the multiscalar 
systems they are up 
against,” Kornaker 
said of her efforts to 
organize the Oct. 1 
event.

Members of the Vermont 
redistricting panel include: 

• Tom Little (Cornell 
University), Chair of the Vermont 
Legislative Apportionment 
Board (LAB) and former 
member of the Vermont House 
of Representatives, will 
share his expertise about the 
state legislative redistricting 
process. Little will speak about 
Vermont’s redistricting history 
to contextualize the challenges 
the LAB is facing during this 
redistricting cycle. 

• Tom Hughes (American 

University), Senior Strategist at 
Vermont Public Interest Research 
Group (VPIRG) and former 
executive director of Democracy 
for America, will amplify the 
needs of local Vermonters and 
speak about the role that VPIRG 
plays in bridging community 
needs with state legislators. 

• Bertram Johnson (Harvard 
University), Professor of Political 
Science at Middlebury College, 
will talk about redistricting at 
the national scale and explain 
why the founding fathers created 
a governance system based on 
geographic representation in the 
first place. 

• Chris Gernon (Middlebury 
College), a specialist in 
Geographic Information Systems 
(GIS), will speak about how 
advancements in mapping 
technology have made community 
participation in the redistricting 
process more accessible now than 
ever before. 

• James Tedesco (University of 
Vermont), a community organizer/
activist from Greensboro, Vt., 
will speak about the importance 
of getting young people involved. 

After the panel’s presentations, 
college students and public 
attendees over Zoom will be able 
to directly engage with panel 
experts in an open Q&A session. 

Due to the increasing 
prevalence of Covid-19 in 
Vermont, this panel will be hosted 
on the AAG’s Zoom platform, but 
will not be an event open to in-
person participation. To register 
for the free event, visit aag.org/
redistricting. 

The American 
Association of 
Geographers 
(AAG) is 
committed 
to raising 
awareness about 
the redistricting 
process by 
creating a 
platform for a 
diverse array 
of redistricting 
experts to share 
their experiences 
with the general 
public.

Send us your pet!
news@addisonindependent.com

Pet of
the week
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Letters
to the Editor

Lincoln seeks 
help from voters

How the refugee progam works

VSBE’s decision: Granting extra
time is a step in the right direction

(See Mason letter, Page 8A)(See Davis, Page 5A)

We believe that the Lincoln 
Community School is the heart of 
our small rural town and the best 
beginning for our local children 
and families. On Aug. 24, by 
a three to one margin, Lincoln 
overwhelmingly voted in favor of 
withdrawing LCS from the Mount 
Abraham Unified School District 
to ensure our school remains a 
vital community and educational 
hub.

We respectfully ask for your 
support to allow Lincoln to 
continue our democratic efforts 
to withdraw from the district by 
participating in the upcoming 
vote (date to be announced). A 
thriving Lincoln Community 
School is good for Lincoln and 
a thriving Lincoln is good for 
our surrounding towns. A vote in 
support of Lincoln’s ability to have 
a vibrant local community school 
is a vote in favor of prioritizing 
and preserving the educational 
success of small community 
schools. Educational research and 
our experience validate that our 
small school provides a valuable 
foundation, and each of the five 
towns can aspire to this for the 
social, emotional and educational 
beginnings for our children.

Our vision is that Lincoln 
Community School students may 
continue their education at Mount 
Abe for grades 7-12, joining 
their peers for academics, sports, 
theater and the many other aspects 
of school life and culture for both 
students and families. They will 
be able to do so from the solid 
foundation of their elementary 
school education at their local 
community elementary school.

Financially, our analysis of 
budget projections made by the 
MAUSD business office indicates 
a very small change in tax rates 
for the remaining towns if Lincoln 
leaves the district — up or down 
depending on a range of factors 
that neither we nor the district can 
fully predict.

A vote in support of Lincoln’s 
withdrawal is a vote in favor of 
small community schools, local 
control and thriving towns.

Lincoln residents and 
members of Save Community 

Schools
James Warnock, Jeanne 

Albert, Erin Warnock, Karen 
Lueders, Andrew Furtsch, 

Coco Moseley, Su White, 
Mary Gemignani, Christie 

Sumner, Sarah McClain, Mary 
Beth Childs, Bill Jesdale, 

Nathan Richardson, Sadie 
Brightman, Wendy McIntosh, 
Keely Henderson and Tristan 

Mayshark

Remote learning 
option denied

The Addison Central School 
District (ACSD) and the Agency 
of Education (AOE) need a better 
plan to support our students 
during these times. This was made 
evidently clear to me when my 
child was quarantined two different 
times since the start of school. The 
support we were offered was, as 
one school official stated, “less 
than robust.”

When asked why ACSD did not 
have a better plan, the answer was 
“because AOE doesn’t support 
remote learning.”

Confused, I attempted to call 
AOE on Sept. 10. Ironically no 
one is physically at AOE because 
they are working remotely. 
Thus, I emailed the Secretary of 
Education. Here is his response to 
my email of Sept. 14:

“Remote learning is an option 
under our existing regulations 
and something I support. I am a 
technologist. I started my career 
in the Canaan, Vt., area where we 
employed a lot of remote learning 
out of necessity.

“Last year we enabled whole 
school/whole grade remote 
learning out of necessity. We 
enabled that under the authority 
of the emergency order. Since no 
emergency is in place now, we fall 
back to our existing regulations, 
which permit remote learning, 
mostly on an individual basis 
in conjunction with a student’s 
Personal Learning Plan or some 

Politically
Thinking
By Eric L. Davis

1966 series was a labor of love

Clippings
By Christopher

Ross

I’ve become an archive nerd.
I know there are some people who will read this and 

cheer, but for the other 99.9%, I’ll explain.
A couple of years ago, in attempt to understand 

the finer points of various discussions in the Mount 
Abraham Unified School District, I created an “Act 46 
file.” It contained all of the Act 46 stories, editorials and 
letters published in the Independent in 2015-16, plus 
Addison Northeast Supervisory Union Act 46 Study 
Committee documents, plus some other interesting 
articles and reports. The file ran to 313 pages. I read 
them all and took notes.

That’s when I discovered William 
Mathis’s “The history of school 
consolidation battles,” which VT 
Digger published in September 
2015.

One sentence stood out to me:
“Side-stepping a legislative 

committee, Commissioner Richard 
Gibboney used a 4-3 state board 
vote to attempt implementing a model reorganization 
plan in 1966 which had Addison County combined 
into one high school, three middle schools, and an 
unspecified number of elementary schools under a 
single board.”

Wait, what?
I made a beeline for our archive room, which contains 

(so far) 149 bound volumes of the Independent, 23 
inches tall and 14 inches wide, going all the way 
back to 1946. It wasn’t long before I was staying after 
work or coming in on weekends, poring over fragile, 
yellowed pages filled with ads for products and places 
I’d never heard of. When I found a school-related story 

or editorial, I photographed it with my cellphone.
The mini-archive I created for what would become 

the “We’ve been here before” series includes 213 
articles, editorials and letters. Because they were often 
broken up across multiple pages, this required 488 
photographs.

Again, I read them all and took notes, and by the time 
I had finished writing the “We’ve been here before” 
series, my research files contained 46,356 words — 
slightly more than the novel “Fahrenheit 451.”

I’ll confess that in the beginning, a part of me hoped 
I’d find, and resurrect, some cool 
forgotten idea that would solve all 
of our current school funding and 
enrollment challenges.

What I found instead is harder to 
articulate.

For one thing, people in 1966 
said pretty much the same kinds 
of things about schools as they say 
today.

Senator Ruth Hardy noticed that, too, and the weird 
sense of déjà vu made her stomach hurt, she told me 
earlier this month.

Another thing I noticed was how different the 
Independent was in 1966, not just because of its 
smarmy academic strain of Vermont conservatism but 
also because of its relentless, unforgiving approach to 
reporting.

“What is the role of a newspaper editor in a small 
town?” one reader was prompted to ask that year. “To 
stir up dissent so as to keep up reader interest and 
therefore circulation? ... Should he editorialize on the 

(See Clippings, Page 8A)
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Last week, Gov. Phil Scott announced that up to 100 
Afghan refugees would be resettled in Vermont over 
the next few months, as part of a cooperative program 
among the federal government, state governments, and 
nongovernmental refugee resettlement organizations.

Almost 65,000 Afghan refugees have been relocated 
to the United States since the Taliban took control of 
their nation last month. Another 30,000, many now being 
housed in temporary quarters in Germany and Qatar, are 
expected to arrive in the United States 
over the next year.  

Most of these refugees are people 
who worked for the United States 
government in some capacity – as 
translators, employees of the Defense 
Department and State Department, or 
as government contractors – during 
the 20-year Afghan War, as well as 
members of their families.  

A few of those who have arrived 
are already U.S. citizens, and about 
15 percent of them have already been granted lawful 
permanent residence status because of their work 
supporting the war effort. Most of the remainder will be 
admitted to the U.S. as parolees, and will be able to apply 
for green cards. Green card holders may live and work 
permanently in the United States. After a period of at 
least five years, those holding lawful permanent residence 
status may apply for naturalization as U.S. citizens.

The newly-arrived Afghan refugees are being 
temporarily housed on eight military bases in the United 
States, where they are being provided with medical 

checks, including COVID-19 vaccinations, and initial 
screening regarding housing, work, and educational 
needs.  

Much of this screening is provided by staff from 
nine federally approved national refugee resettlement 
agencies. Some of these agencies, such as Episcopal 
Migration Ministries and Lutheran Immigration and 
Refugee Service, are faith-based organizations, although 
they provide services to persons of all faiths and none. 

Other agencies, such as the 
International Rescue Committee 
and the U.S. Committee for 
Refugees and Immigrants, are 
secular organizations.

To coordinate the work of federal 
departments, state governments, 
and the resettlement agencies, 
President Biden has appointed Jack 
Markell, who served as governor 
of Delaware from 2009 to 2017, 
to head a group of staff in the 

Executive Office of the President. Markell and his team 
will work with the Departments of State, Homeland 
Security, Justice, the CDC, and other federal agencies to 
ensure maximum cooperation and partnership with state 
governments and non-governmental organizations. As 
a former chair of the National Governors Association, 
Markell is well-known among state officials.

The Biden Administration is asking state governments 
to establish their own coordinating agencies to serve as a 
principal point of contact with federal departments and 

The good news about the Vermont State Board of Education’s decision 
to ask the Ripton school board and the ACSD to revisit their relationship 
and see if they can work something out is that it buys everyone more time 
to work out a practical and reasonable solution.

That’s needed because the past two years have been fraught with too 
many unknowns: Would Ripton be successful in his decision to withdraw 
from the district? What would that look like? Could they partner with 
another district, even as many residents might prefer to stay within the 
ACSD for middle and high school? Would other district towns approve 
of Ripton’s withdraw, and what tack would the ACSD board take? It was 
and has been a path previously untaken, and it is to be expected that not 
all answers would be apparent.

That’s no one’s fault; it is not Ripton’s shortcoming.
Rather, the point should be that the ACSD and Ripton are pioneering 

new territory. The mutual goal is to try to find a path forward that serves 
their combined interest.

Such a pioneering effort was next to impossible to pursue over the 
past two years because so much was unknown. But now that both the 
district and Ripton residents know what each others’ preferences are, 
surely it’s possible to think in new ways to reach yet-to-be-considered 
opportunities.

One early move is to step back to look at the big picture: 
• Ripton is a community dedicated to preserving its elementary school 

and is willing to devote parental time and community resources to do so. 
That’s a huge net positive that should not be lightly dismissed. Rather, 
district leaders should embrace such enthusiasm for education and seek 
to spread it throughout all district towns. 

• Ripton has stated a preference for staying within the district for higher 
grades, and within the ACSD, if its elementary school can remain open. 
Over the long-term, the ACSD benefits from Ripton’s students attending 
its middle and high schools as state aid follows the student. 

• The economic vitality of the ACSD and of greater Middlebury is 
stronger when it can offer a diverse range of communities to attract new 
growth. Having a mountain town with ample land and ski areas in its 
backyard is a highly desirable option for potential residents suddenly 
freed by being able to work remotely, and in a state likely to be a draw 
for climate-change refugees. Just in the past year Vermont’s resort 
towns have boomed with such new growth. Ripton and other towns in 
Addison County could see similar growth in the years ahead. Key to that 
growth for some people, however, is a vibrant community with a vibrant 
elementary school. (Yes, that argument can go both ways, but the folks 
who want a larger school and what it offers can settle in Middlebury; if 
small school options aren’t available for those who want them, those folk 
will go elsewhere.)

On a different tract, it was never the intent of Act 46 to close schools 
in communities desperate to keep them. Quite the contrary. Act 46 author 
and former state Rep. David Sharpe has repeatedly maintained as much, 
but nor was the act meant to saddle districts with financial burdens 
they couldn’t realistically sustain. To that end, it seems obvious that 
amendments to the legislation must be considered if towns like Ripton, 
Lincoln, Starksboro and others have the overwhelming community 
support to keep their schools vibrant without making it financially 
impossible to do so.

That the controversy over Act 46 now centers around school closures 
against the expressed will of community residents — and that’s a crucial 
distinction — demonstrates how poorly crafted the legislation was. But 
critics of Act 46 must also recognize that it is not working poorly in all 
school districts. There are communities who see benefit in consolidation 
and choose the pathways made easier by Act 46. 

There is no reason, however, that the legislation can’t be tweaked to 
work for both.

What’s needed is the time and space to put entrenched, partisan thinking 
aside and to start anew. The VSBE’s decision is a step in that direction.

Angelo Lynn

If you haven’t taken a walk through Middlebury’s downtown recently, 
go now, while early autumn days make casual strolls enjoyable. Go to 
take in the beauty of the revitalized town Green, Triangle and Lazarus 
Parks, and imagine the potential for an extension of Riverside Park from 
the Marble Works footbridge to the Cross Street Bridge. 

Go, too, to see a downtown being born again in new ways.
After the past couple of years of vacant storefronts in Middlebury’s 

downtown, new energy is flowing into those voids. A new realty company 
has spruced up a corner sport of the Battell Block; a new coffee house 
and café is soon to open next door where Carol’s Hungry Mind once was. 
A long-standing business that has served juices on the south end of town 
will liven up another spot on Merchant Row. Those stores, with more 
coming, reinforce the long-standing businesses, all of whom are eager to 
welcome new businesses to boost Middlebury’s once-thriving hub.

Expectations from the community, nonetheless, must shift. In this era 
of online shopping, the bustling retail scene of the 1990s is unlikely to 
return. Rather, the pivot is to places acquaintances can gather socially or 
for business, as well as to conduct business with professionals who benefit 
from higher profile locations. As community residents, it’s important to 
embrace the new energy for what it is, not bemoan what once was.

Other storefronts are yet to be filled, and more businesses have 
expressed interest, but key to everyone’s success is a supportive 
community that is eager to make the downtown a frequent and habitual 
destination. If area residents lead with their own energy, that will drive 
the downtown’s success.

Angelo Lynn

Driving the downtown’s success

Fun times
Two enthusiastic fans enjoy the music and antics of Almendos, a Middlebury-based band that 

introduced their new album at a free concert at Middlebury’s Riverside Park last Thursday. See 
more photos on Page 10A. 

Photo by Jason Duquette Hoffman
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39th in a series
Martin Luther King Jr. (1929–

1968), MLK, did not only theorize 
about social ethics, he embodied 
it, and gave his life for it. The 
fundamental truth for which 
he gave his life is the principle 
of freedom and equality for all 
persons. It is the very 
principle upon which 
this nation was 
founded, although 
the founders applied 
it narrowly, taking 
it to be applicable 
only to white men, 
and even more 
narrowly to white 
men with property. 
But the force of truth 
cannot be denied, 
and over the course 
of time, it has taken 
root in the minds of 
many people and has 
flowered in many 
and various ways.

The 14th 
Amendment to the 
Constitution is one 
of its offspring. It 
guarantees to all citizens the right 
of equal protection of the laws, 
and it prohibits any state from 
making any law that denies or 
limits this right to any citizen or 
group of citizens. 

In 1954, the justices of the 
Supreme Court unanimously 
ruled that laws permitting separate 
facilities for Blacks and whites 
violated the 14th Amendment 
and in a supplemental decision 
it ruled that schools must be 
integrated “with all deliberate 
speed.” It argued that “separate 
but equal” is a contradiction in 
terms, which indeed it is.

On Dec. 1, 1955, in 
Montgomery, Alabama, Rosa 
Parks (1913–2005) was arrested 
after she refused to give up 
her seat to a white man. Her 
courageous act marked the 
beginning of the great American 
Civil Rights Movement, which 
ended with passage of the 
Civil Rights Act of 1968. Rosa 
Parks’ arrest, which was a clear 
violation of her civil rights, and 
of the 14th Amendment, led to 
the Montgomery Bus Boycott, 
organized by the leaders of the 
Black community. They chose 
the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. to lead it.

His role in the boycott won 
him national recognition. A gifted 
orator, he gave the Civil Rights 

Movement voice and definition. 
He made clear from the outset 
that the struggle for justice must 
involve direct action: protests, 
sit-ins, boycotts; he counseled 
that protestors must be willing 
to endure the violent reaction 
of segregationists to force them 

to submit to their 
injustice. He called 
for resistance, a 
struggle against 
injustice, and he 
called for courage. 
But he added 
something more: 
The struggle of 
Blacks against 
white injustice, this 
struggle for justice, 
must be nonviolent. 

MLK learned 
from the example 
of Mohandas K. 
Gandhi (1869–1948) 
that nonviolent 
resistance could be 
made into a weapon 
of great political 
power. By it, Gandhi 
defeated a great 

empire and won independence 
for India. MLK did more than 
imitate Gandhi. He was not 
only an activist, but a theorist, 
and by word and deed, he gave 
expression to the practice of 
nonviolent resistance, he lived it, 
incarnated it, and wielded it as a 
weapon with which he was able 
to secure the blessings of liberty 
for his posterity. 

This is MLK’s legacy to us. And 
it is literally a wonderful legacy, 
for it is a veritable wonder, a 
paradox: nonviolence as a weapon 
of power that defeats empires and 
overcomes police states, which is 
what those states had become that 
attempted to enforce segregation. 
Whoever would honor this legacy 
must learn of it and write it on 
their hearts.

In an article, published in 
1957, MLK summarized his 
theory of nonviolent resistance 
in four points. First, “it is not 
a method for cowards,” for it 
is resistance against hostile 
authorities that enforce their 
will through violence; second, 
its purpose is not to defeat one’s 
enemies, but to gain their moral 
renewal. Protests and boycotts 
and other forms of direct action 
are not “ends in themselves,” 
but moral acts that awaken “a 
sense of moral shame” in one’s 
opponents: Their motive is love, 

their purpose is redemption and 
reconciliation. Third, the targets 
of resistance are the “forces of 
evil” not persons who are driven 
by them. Evil is the enemy. 
Finally, nonviolent resistance 
must not be driven by anger or 
resentment, but motivated by 
love. It becomes clear that MLK’s 
theory of nonviolent resistance 
is informed not only by Gandhi, 
but also by Jesus of Nazareth, by 
the Sermon on the Mount. His 
theory of nonviolent resistance is 
a mixture of these two; and a very 
potent one when put into action.

MLK’s interests went beyond 
civil rights. He desired to 
establish justice wherever there 
was injustice, and he perceived 
that the plight of poor and 
disadvantaged people everywhere 
was unjust. It must be resisted. As 
a clergyman, he had little interest 
in saving souls; the purpose of 
religion is to reform society: 
“Any religion that professes to 
be concerned about the souls of 
men and is not concerned about 
the slums that damn them, the 
economic conditions that strangle 
them, and the social conditions 
that cripple them is a spiritually 
moribund religion awaiting 
burial.” In this regard, MLK 
acknowledged the influence 
of Reinhold Niebuhr. Finally, 
although he was not a pacifist, 
MLK saw the folly of foreign 
wars, in particular, Vietnam. In 
1964, he was awarded the Nobel 
Peace Prize. 

On April 4, 1968, King was 
in Memphis where he had gone 
to lead a protest of striking 
sanitation workers against 
the city government. He was 
assassinated. 

There is no doubt that Martin 
Luther King Jr. was a great man. 
But he was not without fault. He 
was a philanderer, and in the light 
that the #MeToo movement has 
cast on male behavior, he does 
not appear great, and it would be 
wrong to turn out that light, for 
it is the light of justice. He did 
what he did and it was wrong. 
But his achievement as a civil 
rights leader still stands. He died 
bearing witness to the truth.

Postscript: For a copious 
source of MLK’s writings, see “A 
Testament of Hope, the essential 
writings of Martin Luther King 
Jr.” (Harper Collins) Also worth 
reading is Rosa Parks’ “My 
Story” (Penguin). Visit your local 
bookshop.

MLK went beyond civil rights
He used America’s founding principles to fight injustice

The LIfe of the 
Mind in America

An essay by 
Victor Nuovo

 Middlebury College 
professor emeritus

of philosophy

Davis
(Continued from Page 5A)

Letters to the Editor

Chipman, not Battell, responsible for Route 125

Geese offer a lesson in caring
There is a small pond on our farm, 

created many years ago when we had 
a shallow dug well and worried about 
running out of water for the sheep. 
Over the years, the pond 
has afforded much pleasure 
after hot days of haying 
or just lazing during the 
beautiful Vermont summer. 
For the past decade or so, 
the pond has also served as 
a short-term migration stop 
for Canada Geese. A few arrive in 
the spring, raise their goslings, and 
fly away by early summer. 

This year one lone goose was left 
behind. It just walked around, did not 
seem afraid of us, sometimes hung 
out by the garden, and sometimes 
wandered up near the house. We 
believed it had a broken wing, 
although Don thought he saw it flying 
one day. We called VINS (Vermont 
Institute of Natural Sciences) to see if 
they could rehab it if we could catch 
it. 

But they had too many birds 
already and said that if we could 
keep some water open and set out 
a little food from time to time, the 
goose would make it through the 
winter. About two weeks ago, seven 

other geese landed on the pond, 
stayed overnight, and flew off. “Our 
goose” was never seen after that and 
we believe his flock mates had come 

to gather him up. Maybe we 
had never seen him flying 
because he didn’t know 
where to go on his own. 
Maybe he needed to be 
embraced by his community 
to survive and thrive.

I’ve been thinking a lot 
about places of refuge — places 
where we feel safe, can heal, and 
can gather strength for whatever lies 
ahead. We have felt so blessed these 
past years to be living in Vermont, 
where people take care of each 
other, we are surrounded by beauty, 
and have so far escaped the worst 
effects of climate change, political 
wrangling, and many of the other ills 
facing our nation and world. There 
is hopefulness that, as we work and 
learn together, we can acknowledge 
and make amends for injuries we 
have inflicted on one another in the 
past. There is hopefulness that we are 
learning from the COVID experience 
and will become stronger together. 
There is hopefulness that Vermont 
can be a place of refuge for a more 

diverse population.
I am especially excited to know 

that many of the small rural schools 
in our state are now exploring how to 
become community centers. Instead 
of shuttering their doors, they are 
expanding services to the wider 
community. I am excited by the 
hope that we could do this for all the 
schools in Addison County, and that 
we could do it together so all children 
would have access to great teachers, 
personalized learning, support for 
their families, and a vibrant cultural 
and economic environment. 

There are many “lessons from 
geese” in anecdotes and poems. My 
“lesson” from this recent episode 
by the pond, is the reminder to wait 
patiently, trust that our community 
won’t forget those who fall behind 
and work diligently to assure that all 
of us can keep flying forward.

Cheryl Mitchell is president of 
Treleven, a retreat and learning 
program located on her family’s 
sheep farm in Addison County. She 
does freelance consulting on issues 
related to children, families, social 
policy and farm to community 
work. She can be reached at 
cheryl.w.mitchell@gmail.com.

I am responding to the recent 
story in the Addison Independent: 
“Ripton streambed is getting major 
work.” I am a Ripton resident of Old 
Town Road and was gratified to learn 
from Laurie Cox that the reason a 
large excavator was sitting unused 
for several months at Potash Bridge 
was due to the need to acquire 
environmentally compliant boulders 
to fortify the river’s bank. 

It was also good to hear from 
Laurie that Ripton’s goal continues 
to be the improvement of Old 
Town Road to make it passable for 
emergency vehicles all the way from 
the bridge to Upper Plains Road in 
case other routes are compromised 
by future weather events, like Irene. 

As a Ripton historian I would like 
to dispel a myth, which has persisted 
for at least a century: Joseph 
Battell did not construct the road 

(Route 125) along the river! That 
accomplishment was due to another 
prominent Ripton resident, Daniel 
Chipman. As an owner of the Center 
Turnpike Company, Chipman made 
the road along the river when Battell 
was only 14 years old and about 40 
years before Battell’s first Ripton 
overnight at the Atwood farmhouse 
whose framework is now imbedded 
in Bread Loaf Inn. 

We can thank Samuel Damon 
for putting the history of the road’s 
construction straight. Damon was 
Ripton Town Clerk in 1859 when 
he submitted Ripton’s history 
for Abby Maria Hemenway’s 
history of Addison County (The 
Vermont Historical Gazetteer, Vol. 
1 (1867), 85-88.). In his three-page 
submission, Damon dated the year 
the turnpike was built and when the 
river route was made as follows:  

“About 1803-1804, the centre 
turnpike was made, which passed 
through the southwest corner of 
what was then Ripton. A part of the 
turnpike was then located not where 
it now is, but southwardly, on a hill; 
but afterwards, in 1825, was made 
down on the river.” 

Chipman was probably the most 
influential of the Center Turnpike 
Company’s owners, had accumulated 
thousands of acres in Ripton, had a 
particular interest in the road’s river 
route, and had a vision for a village 
where he owned all the land. In 
1828, only three years after the road’s 
relocation along the river, Chipman 
built the first house (now Chipman 
Inn) alongside it and became the first 
resident of Ripton village.

Charles Billings,
Ripton 

Letters to the Editor can be
found on Pages 4A, 5A & 8A.
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Fresh apple cider and apple sauce, cider 
donuts, pies, maple syrup and other 
Vermont products in our farm stand. 

We look forward to sharing our beautiful ridge
with views of the Green and Adirondack mountains!

OPEN DAILY from 9 – 5 
through the end of October.

Check our website and social media
for up to date info on what’s ready to pick!
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Deborah holmes Watercolors

Stay close to anything that makes you glad you are alive. 
— Hafiz

Please come to 
open stuDio WeekenD

In participation with the Vermont Crafts Council Center

In the “Garage Gallery”
24 Garfield Street, Bristol, VT

October 2 & 3, 2021
Saturday & Sunday, 

10am-5pm

New paintings and prints of  
autumn in Vermont. Acryla 
gouache paintings, cards,  

calendars, refreshments & more!

(802) 453-8511
deborahholmesart@gmail.com
www.deborahholmesart.com
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the refugee support organizations 
on the work of Afghan refugee 
resettlement. Here in Vermont, the 
State Refugee Office in the Agency 
of Human Services will serve in 
this capacity. The office is headed 
by Tracy Dolan, who has 25 years 
of experience in public health, most 
recently as Deputy Commissioner in 
the Department of Health.

The resettlement agency 
responsible for the new arrivals in 
Vermont is the U.S. Committee for 
Refugees and Immigrants (USCRI). 
The State Refugee Office and 
USCRI will work with schools, 
employers, landlords, and health 
and social services programs to 
meet the educational, employment, 
housing, and health needs of the 
Afghans being resettled in Vermont. 
The first wave of refugees to arrive 
in Vermont will be resettled in 
Chittenden County.

The White House has asked 
Congress to appropriate $6.5 billion 
to support the costs of the Afghan 
refugee resettlement program in the 
fiscal year that begins October 1. 
Since this request will get caught 
up in larger budgetary conflicts on 
Capitol Hill in the weeks ahead, 
state governments will look to 
other sources to fund the refugee 
resettlement program in the short 

term. Dolan has said that Vermont 
will look to already-available funds 
from FEMA and the American 
Rescue Plan to cover some of 
the immediate costs of refugee 
resettlement, until additional federal 
resources are provided.

Eric L. Davis is professor emeritus 
of political science at Middlebury 
College.

Ways of
Seeing

By Cheryl
Mitchell
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BROWN-McCLAY
FUNERAL HOMES

BRISTOL
453-2301

VERGENNES
877-3321

brownmcclayfuneralhomes.com

If you want a monument - get it from a monument dealer!

Celebrating 91 years  |  1930-2021

57 Main St. New Haven | 453-3433 | CleggsNewHaven@yahoo.com  
CleggsMemorials.com

WE DO OUR OWN
Dra�ing  •  Lettering  •  Sandblast  •  Cleaning

Foundations  •  Setting  •  Restoration

EXPERIENCE  |  QUALITY  |  VALUE

Family owned and operated
Addison county’s ONLY full 
service monument company 

CLEGGS 
M EMORIALS

From humble beginnings based on a�ordable, 
trustworthy services, we have grown into a reliable 
resource your family can depend on. Rooted in our 
traditions, we stay �rmly connected to the families 

we serve and the care we provide. We continue 
serving all faiths and all families in the only way we 

know how — by staying true to our heritage.

Sanderson-Ducharme Funeral Home  
117 South Main St. Middlebury, VT  

802-388-2311
sandersonfuneralservice.com

Where Our Roots Are Planted

TRADITION

ObituariesADDISON
COUNTY

CARTHAGE, Mo. — George 
A. Bell passed away on September 
15, 2021 in California, while on a 
trip visiting friends. He was born 
on November 13, 1951 to the late 
George H. Bell and Betty Bell 
of New Haven. He grew up in 
New Haven and graduated from 
Vergennes Union High School 
in 1969. Soon after he enlisted 
in the US Air Force and did his 
basic training at Lackland AFB 
in Colorado. After graduation, 
he was sent to Spain for the 

remainder of his service. 
In 1972 he married Judy A. 

Simpson and settled in New 
Haven. George spent the next 
20 years working on various 
farms around Vt. He felt great 
satisfaction from doing fi eld work. 
In 1994 he moved his family 
to Arkansas, where he began 
working at Dillard’s department 
store. Later he moved on to 
various supervising positions in 
manufacturing. During retirement 
he enjoyed working on cars and 

fl ipping houses with his son. 
George loved history, his cats, and 
his family. 

He is survived by his wife Judy 
of 49 years; son George A. Bell II 
(Sherry); grandchildren George 
A. Bell III (Crystal), Savannah 
(Gabe); great grandchildren 
Olivia, George IV, & Zoe all of 
Missouri; and mother Betty and 
sister Patricia Covillon (David) of 
Vt. A memorial will be held at a 
later date in Missouri. ◊

George Allen Bell, 69, formerly of New Haven

VERGENNES — If you haven’t 
picked up a book in a while, take 
a moment and visit your local 
library. Learn about someone 
else’s story in memory of Sandra 
Driscoll of Vergennes, Vt., who 
passed on Aug. 25, 2021.

 Sandy was born in Middlebury, 
Vt., on April 27, 1944, and spent 
much of her childhood living at 
Tilton School in Tilton, N.H., 
where her father taught chemistry. 
She experienced the bustle of 
students while living in their 
family apartment in the residence 
halls and eating in the dining hall. 
Her childhood summers were 
spent at the Slack family camp on 
Hawkins Bay in Ferrisburgh, Vt., 
and later at their family summer 
house in Meredith, N.H., playing 
with, and teasing, her younger 
brother Gerry. She graduated from 
high school in Dover, N.H., and 
attended the University of New 
Hampshire before moving to 
Burlington, Vt.

Sandy married William 
Driscoll in 1969  and settled in 
Newburyport, Mass., where she 
lived for more than 35 years. 
As the mother of fi ve children, 
Sandy was busy with school and 
community activities for many 
years, volunteering for everything 
from PTA to Girl Scouts. She was 

Sandra M. Driscoll, 77, of Vergennes

SANDRA M. DRISCOLL

a lover of books. Her experience 
volunteering in school libraries led 
her to work in the children’s room 
at the Merrimac Public Library in 
Merrimac, Mass., for many years. 
Her specialty was creating craft 
projects for children of all ages.

As her children moved on to 
college, she began a period of 
exploring her own interests. She 
studied American Sign Language 
and English at Northern Essex 
Community College and received 
her Associates Degree. Sandy 
loved to travel, and visited many 
areas of New England, from Cape 

Cod to Maine, open to whatever 
adventures she would encounter.

 Throughout her life Sandy 
loved Vermont and was thrilled to 
move to Vergennes in 2006. She 
spent time renovating her great-
grandfather’s house, volunteering 
in the children’s room at the 
Bixby Memorial Free Library and 
serving as an active member of 
the Vergennes United Methodist 
Church. Sandy loved spending 
time with her family and found 
great joy in the beauty and peace of 
the family camp on Hawkins Bay.

 She was predeceased by her 
parents, Herbert and Dorothy 
(Slack) Zickler. She is survived 
by her children; Bill, Amy, 
Heather and her husband Jeff, 
Erin and her husband Brian, and 
Dan; grandchildren Katie, Sam, 
Charlotte, Grace, Noah, and Aidan; 
brother Gerry and her nephews 
Ken and his wife Alina, and Andy, 
along with four great nieces and 
nephews.

 Those wishing to remember 
Sandy are invited to donate to 
the Sandy Driscoll Memorial 
Fund for the Bixby Memorial 
Library in Vergennes, Vt. (https://
bixbylibrary.org/). Please contact 
the library and let them know 
that the donation should go to this 
fund.◊

BRISTOL — Francis W. 
Benjamin, 74, of Bristol, Vt., 
passed away peacefully at home 
with family by his side on 
Wednesday, Sept. 8, 2021.

Francis was born in Chester, 
VT., on April 29, 1947. Son of 
the late Richard and Alberta 
Benjamin (Lafountain), Francis 
enjoyed listening to country music, 
spending time with family and 
friends and playing Yahtzee with 
everyone. Francis worked as a 
laborer for his brother-in-law for 
many years before he took early 
retirement.

Francis leaves behind the love 
of his life, Bertha Benjamin, and 
a very special friend, Theresa 
Bouger; two daughters, Nardy 

Thompson and Jodie Desjadon; 
one son, Francis Benjamin Jr.; 
two stepsons, Howard Bougor and 
Rodney Benjamin; three sisters, 
Josie, Lois and Clara; two brothers, 
Joe and John; along with several 
nieces, nephews and cousins. 

Francis was predeceased by two 
sisters, his mother, father, son-in-
law and ex-wife. 

There will be a graveside service 
held at the Middlebury Cemetery 
on Rt. 30 in Middlebury Vt., 
on Oct. 23, 2021 at noon with a 
gathering following at the VFW 
on Exchange Street in Middlebury. 
In lieu of fl owers donations may 
be made to Nardy Thompson at 8 
Maple Ridge Trailer Park, Bristol, 
Vt., 05443.◊ 

Francis W. Benjamin, 74, Bristol

FRANCIS W. BENJAMIN

S. BURLINGTON — Leo 
O’Brien, Jr. of Deerfi eld Beach, 
Fla., and South Burlington, Vt., 
passed away peacefully after a 
short illness at his Vermont home 
on Saturday, September 18, 2021 
surrounded by his family. 

Above all, Leo loved his family 
and his family loved him. He was 
a kind, caring and wonderful dad 
and devoted husband. With his 
calm demeanor and steady patient 
hand, he led his family through 
good times and diffi cult times. 
With six kids there were a lot of 
both. We will always remember 
him saying, “Do not worry, do not 
fright, everything will be alright.” 

Everybody liked Leo. He 
was a good friend to many, a 
distinguished community leader, 
proud to be Irish, a “dyed in 
the wool” Democrat and a real 
gentleman. He was a gracious host 
at the many, many large O’Brien 
parties and events at the farm and 
at camp. Family and friends have 
many fond memories and great 
stories that were made at these fun 
get-togethers. To begin a family 
dinner, Leo would lead his clan 
with everyone holding hands, 
saying grace which was followed 
by “We are glad for our food.”

Leo really enjoyed time with 
family and friends, and at the end of 
the day, a Beefeater’s on the rocks 
with a lemon twist. Leo, with his 
devoted wife Bonnie, enjoyed life 
to its fullest. In retirement, they 
moved to Deerfi eld Beach, Fla., 
and enjoyed golfi ng and dining 
out with friends. They especially 
enjoyed their many trips cruising 
to six continents. Yes, we have 
lots of memorable Christmas 
cards featuring Leo and Bonnie 
on a big cruise ship or in front 
of some famous landmark. We 
can’t forget the fabulous trips to 
Notre Dame football games and 
18 Super Bowls with family and 
friends. 

Leo had a special relationship 
with Dan and Sandra O’Brien 
and all their children. Their lives 
were wonderfully intertwined in 
so many ways. Leo was blessed 
to have his brother Dan as his best 
friend and confi dant throughout 
his business, political and family 
life. It is the end of the era of “the 
O’Brien brothers,” but their legacy 
lives on through their respective 
families and the company they 
founded 63 years ago, O’Brien 
Brothers. 

Leo was a devout Catholic and 
was strengthened and comforted 
by his faith. Thankfully, in his 
last couple of years of declining 
health, Bonnie took loving care 
of him at home. Leo had a strong 
tolerance for pain and a huge 
amount of patience and somehow 
rarely complained. We thank God, 
Leo was blessed with a remarkable 
and rewarding 90 years of life and 
that he was such an important part 
of our lives. We know he is now in 
heaven with the angels. 

Leo O’Brien Jr. was born on 
February 5, 1931 to Leo O’Brien, 

Leo O’Brien, 90, South Burlington

LEO O’BRIEN

Sr. and Mabel (Hayes) O’Brien 
and grew up on the family farm 
(currently Jaycee Park) on Patchen 
Road in South Burlington, Vt. He 
attended Central School, Cathedral 
High School, and Saint Michael’s 
College. He served in the U.S. 
Navy from 1950 to 1954, serving 
as a sonar man in the Atlantic Fleet. 
He graduated from the University 
of Vermont in 1957. 

In 1958, he and his brother, 
Dan, founded O’Brien Brothers, 
in South Burlington. The business 
started as cattle sales and dairy 
farming and over the years it grew 
into residential and commercial 
real estate development. O’Brien 
Brothers continues to be 
successful due to the foresight, 
vision and hard work of Dan and 
Leo. In 2018 Leo and Dan were 
deservingly recognized by the 
Vermont Chamber of Commerce 
as “Citizens of the Year” for their 
lifelong community leadership 
and continual devotion to the 
betterment of Vermont. In Senator 
Patrick Leahy’s comments for the 
evening, he said Dan and Leo 
were “the original dynamic duo”.

In 1958 Leo married Stella 
T. Cotrupi of Rutland, and they 
made their home on the farm 
at the top of Old Farm Road in 
South Burlington. Leo and Stella 
were blessed with six wonderful 
children. Tragically, Stella passed 
away in 1978 but her spirit remains 
alive in the hearts of her children. 
In 1992 Leo married Bonnie Lee 
McGregor of Plattsburgh, N.Y. 
They were happily married for 29 
years.

In the late 1950’s Leo, like his 
father and grandfather before 
him, became deeply involved 
in government and politics. He 
served on the South Burlington 
Planning Commission (1960-
1968), and as a South Burlington 
State Representative (1963-1969). 
In addition, Leo served as House 
minority leader for the Democrats 
(1966-1968); was State Senator 
from the Chittenden-Grand Isle 
District (1969-1970); and ran 
as the Democratic candidate 
for Governor of Vermont in 
1970. He served as a special 
assistant to Governor Thomas 
Salmon in 1973; Commissioner 

of Agriculture for the State of 
Vermont (1973-1975); and special 
assistant to U.S. Senator Patrick 
Leahy (1975-1983). 

Leo also served on many other 
boards and commissions. He was 
a Trustee of the University of 
Vermont (1965-1971); Assistant 
Trustee of St. Michael’s College 
(1966-1977); and a Trustee at 
The Medical Center Hospital of 
Vermont (1976-1977). From 1969 
to 2002 he was a director of the 
Merchants Bank in Burlington, 
and became Chairman of the 
Board in 1995. From 1987-
1993 he was a member of the 
National Dairy Promotion and 
Research Board. He was also 
a longstanding member of The 
Vermont Cattlemen’s Association, 
The Vermont Farm Bureau, The 
Vermont Grange, The Elks Club, 
The Ethan Allen Club and the 
American Legion.

Leo is survived by his wife, 
Bonnie Lee O’Brien and his six 
children, Maureen O’Brien (John 
Barrows) of South Burlington; 
Leo O’Brien III of Shelburne; 
Kathleen O’Brien of Colchester; 
Bridget O’Brien (Jeffrey 
Wasserman) of Williston; Joanne 
O’Brien of Deerfi eld Beach, FL; 
and Patrick O’Brien (Milissa) of 
South Burlington. He leaves his 
grandchildren, Andrew Bouchard 
and Elizabeth McHugh (Brian), 
Maj. William Wick Kelley 
(USAF) and Caitlain Kelley, 
Matthew and Tara Hennigar, Karl 
Raacke, Maggie O’Brien, Patrick 
“Joey”, Charles, and Stella and 
Lily O’Brien.  He also leaves his 
fi ve great grandchildren, Harvest 
and Esther Bouchard; and Molly, 
Allison and Emily McHugh.

Leo is survived by his sister-
in-law, Sandra O’Brien, of South 
Burlington, and many cousins, 
nieces and nephews in the 
O’Brien, Savage, Casey, Cotrupi 
and Hayes families.

Leo was predeceased by his 
fi rst wife, Stella Cotrupi O’Brien; 
his parents Mabel Hayes and Leo 
O’Brien Sr.; his brother Daniel 
J. O’Brien; sister Rita Brown 
O’Brien; his step-daughters 
Melissa and Kimberly Wells; and 
his religious confi dant and dear 
friend, Father Bryan Dalton of 
Saint Ambrose Parish, Deerfi eld 
Beach, Fla.

Visitation with the family will 
be held at the Saint John Vianney 
Parish Hall from 1–3 p.m. on 
Sunday, Sept. 26, 2021. A Mass of 
Christian burial will be held at 11 
a.m. on Monday, Sept. 27, 2021 at 
St. John Vianney, 160 Hinesburg 
Road, South Burlington, followed 
by burial at Resurrection Park.

Due to the high rate of Covid in 
Chittenden County, please wear a 
mask if you are not vaccinated.

In lieu of fl owers, donations can 
be made to Saint Anne’s Shrine, 
Saint John Vianney Church or the 
South Burlington Fire and Rescue.

Stephen C. Gregory and Son 
are in charge of the funeral 
arrangements. ◊

SALISBURY — Arnold 
Charles Gale, age 80, passed away 
Thursday, Sept. 16, 2021, at Helen 
Porter Health & Rehabilitation 
Center in Middlebury.

Mr. Gale was born in Middlebury 
on April 15, 1941. He was the 
son of Bernard “Hap” and Lillian 
(Anderson) Gale. He grew up in 
Salisbury, where he received his 
education. Mr. Gale worked in 
maintenance for the Lake Dunmore 
Boys and Girls Camp for over 25 
years. He later joined the staff at 
Camp Keewaydin for several years 
before his retirement in 2002. He 
was an avid outdoorsman. He 
enjoyed fi shing, hunting, trapping 
and gardening. He loved animals, 
especially his beagles.

He is survived by a daughter, 

ARNOLD CHARLES GALE

Arnold Charles Gale, 80, of Salisbury

Ann Gale of Burlington; a 
brother, Bernard “Sonny” Gale 
of Hancock, N.H.; and a sister, 

Madeline Ingerson of Castleton; 
two nephews, Anthony “Tony” 
Gale and his wife Pearl and David 
W. Gale and his wife Lori; and a 
niece, Kimberley Lafave, all of 
Salisbury. He was predeceased 
by his parents and three brothers, 
Marshall Gale, Maurice Gale and 
Richard Gale.

The graveside committal service 
and burial took place, on Monday, 
Sept. 20, at 2 p.m., in the family lot, 
at Holman Cemetery in Salisbury.

Memorial gifts in lieu of fl owers 
may be made, in his memory to 
Addison County Humane Society, 
234 Boardman Street, Middlebury, 
VT 05753.

Arrangements are under the 
direction of the Miller & Ketcham 
Funeral Home in Brandon.◊

RIPTON — A Memorial Service 
for long-time Ripton resident Carl 
Smith will be held at the Ripton 
Community House on Oct. 4, 

2021, from 11 a..m-2 p.m. Smith 
passed away on Nov. 29, 2020, but 
services were delayed until this 
fall.

Memorial service for Carl Smith

NEW HAVEN — A graveside 
service for Ruth Paraskevopoulos, 
who died Dec. 17, 2020, is planned 
for 1 p.m. on Saturday, Sept. 25 
at Evergreen Cemetery in New 
Haven.

Ruth 
Paraskevopoulos 
graveside service
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VERGENNES,
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(802) 870-7170

BETTER HEARING. 
        BEGINS AT HOME. 

Dr. Christopher Beuhler
Au.D, F-AAA, CCC-A
Doctor of Audiology

Call (802) 870-7170
to schedule your appointment.

• All major insurances are accepted. 
• We are a Green Mountain Health, Nations 
Hearing, TruHearing, & United Healthcare

(United Hearing) provider.
• We service ALL makes & models of hearing aids

Don’t miss out on the
conversation this summer!

ONLINE�HEARING�TEST�NOW�AVAILABLE!
Go to homeaudiologyservices.com and scroll 
down to ‘take our online hearing screening.’

WIMETT
TRADING COMPANY

802•465•4688

USED

David Wimett, 35 Years Experience
C. Michael Jackman, 40 Years Experience
2668 Route 7 • Leicester, VT 05733 • wimetttradingco@gmail.com

Wimett Trading Company
at the Big White Barn in Leicester

465-4688 

2012 RAM 1500 CREW CAB
4x4, 5.7 hemi, Auto, Loaded, 143k miles

$18,995

AFFORDABLE, SAFE & RELIABLE
USED CARS AND TRUCKS

We also buy cars, 
locate specialty orders 

& consider consignments 
Call Dave for an appointment

2014 SUBARU OUTBACK PREMIUM
AWD, Auto, Loaded, 110k miles

$14,995

2014 HONDA CRV LX
AWD, Auto, Loaded, 101k miles

$16,995

2013 JEEP PATRIOT SPORT
4x4, Auto, Loaded, only 90k miles!

$10,995

More than
 a decadeof delivering Quality!

END OF SUMMER SALE

2015 HONDA ODYSSEY EX
V6, Auto, 8 pass, Loaded, 90k miles

$17,995

ObituariesADDISON
COUNTY

WALTHAM/VERGENNES – 
Victor Roland Guyette, 87, died 
peacefully on September 17, 
2021, at Helen Porter Healthcare 
and Rehabilitation Center in 
Middlebury with his loving family 
by his side. Roland was born on 
January 25, 1934 in Troy, VT., the 
son of Harland and Aline (Richer) 
Guyette. On April 6, 1961, he 
married the love of his life, Sandra 
(Foote), and they made their home 
in Woodsville, NH.

After graduating from Newport 
High School in 1953, Roland went 
on to attend college at Lyndon State, 
graduating in 1957. Following 
his graduation, he returned to 
Newport, where he taught for three 
years. In 1960, he began teaching 
at Haverhill Academy, where he 
met Sandra. In 1967, they relocated 
to Vergennes, VT., where Roland 
began his 33-year teaching career, 
retiring from teaching in 2000.

Roland continued at VUHS 
in various capacities before full 
retirement at the age of 85. During 
his VUHS tenure, he spent 30 
years coaching teams that included 
boys’ and girls’ soccer, basketball 
and baseball. He also served two 
tenures as the VUHS Athletic 
Director. In 1997 he was inducted 
into the LSC Hall of Fame, and in 
2013 he was inducted into the VPA 
Hall of Fame. Roland also spent 20 
of his summers as the Director and 
lifeguard of the Sam Fishman Pool 
in Vergennes.

Roland loved his family, first 
and foremost, dropping anything 
for them at any given time. Next 
in line was his service to VUHS 

Victor Roland Guyette, 87, of Waltham/Vergennes

VICTOR ROLAND 
GUYETTE

where he was a fixture, always 
going above and beyond. He has 
touched so many lives and will be 
missed dearly.

Roland was predeceased by 
his wife, Sandra; his parents; and 
his siblings, Arthur, Leo, Anita 
(Forcier) and Clement. He is 
survived by his children, Lindy 
Bessette and husband, Geoff, 
of Essex Junction; Lori Lumbra 
and partner, Rob Holwager, of 
Vergennes; Shelley LaBerge and 
partner, Erin Paquin, of Vergennes; 
and Gregory Guyette and wife, 
Maria, of South Burlington; his 
beloved grandchildren, Ryne 
Bessette, Brady Bessette (Sara 
Tiedemann), Justin Bessette (Lan 
Vu), Jonathan Bessette (Alexis 
Coplin), Reid Lumbra (Nicki 
English), Ross Lumbra (Erin Barch), 

Alexis LaBerge (Kory Cousino), 
Reilly LaBerge (Ashley LaBerge), 
and Mary, Matthew, Rachel, 
Anna, Elizabeth, Nicholas, Rose, 
and Andrew Guyette; and great 
grandchildren Rowan, Charlotte, 
Konnor, Kole and Raylan.

The family would like to extend 
their heartfelt gratitude to the staff 
and volunteers at Helen Porter 
Healthcare and Rehabilitation 
Center and Addison County 
Home Health and Hospice for 
the wonderful and compassionate 
care they provided to Roland. 
Special thanks to Caitlin Duval for 
providing such tender loving care in 
his final days.

Calling hours will be held on 
Friday, Oct. 1, from 4-7 p.m. at 
Brown-McClay Funeral Home in 
Vergennes. A Mass of Christian 
Burial will be held on Saturday, 
Oct. 2, at 1 p.m. at St. Peter’s 
Catholic Church in Vergennes. 
(Masks will be required at both 
services regardless of vaccination 
status.) A private family burial will 
take place in North Haverhill, N.H., 
at a later date. 

In lieu of flowers, the family 
asks that donations in Roland’s 
name be made to the VHS Booster 
Club, Inc., and to be mailed to Peter 
Maneen, VUHS, 50 Monkton Road, 
Vergennes, VT 05491. To send 
online condolences to his family 
or for those who can’t attend the 
funeral service can watch the video 
of the service which will be located 
on the bottom of the obit please visit 
www.brownmcclayfuneralhomes.
com. ◊

PANTON — Laurel (Reed) 
Jackson, 83, of Panton, passed 
away on Monday, Sept. 20, 2021. 
She was born on Aug. 5, 1938, in 
Middlebury, Vt., to Louellen and 
Guy Reed.

Laurel was a 1956 graduate of 
Bristol High School. Laurel retired 
from Peter Morris Architects after 
26 years as the Office Manager. 
She was an animal lover from an 
early age and enjoyed all things 
equestrian. Laurel began riding 
horses as a child in West Palm 
Beach, Fla., and at Keewaydin 
Camp at Lake Dunmore, Vt.

Along with her husband, George 
Jackson, they operated a successful 
dairy farm, and also raised and 
sold Golden American Saddlebred 
Horses, many of which became 
GASHA World Champions. Laurel 
and her family traveled many 

Laurel (Reed) Jackson, 83, Panton

LAUREL (REED) JACKSON

SEVIERVILLE, TENN. —
Theodore James Sheldrake, 58, 
died September 17, 2021, with 
his younger brother by his side at 
the Blount Memorial Hospital in 
Maryville, Tenn., after a three-and-
a-half week battle with the Covid 
virus. He moved to Sevierville, 
Tenn., in October of 2020 to work 
from home and eventually retire, 
after having lived and worked in 
Vergennes, Vt., for over 34 years.

Ted was born on April 1, 1963, 
in Keene Valley, N.Y., to John and 
Sally Sheldrake. His father was a 
schoolteacher and his mother was 
the chief telephone operator in 
AuSable Forks.

Ted graduated from Adirondack 
Christian Day School in 1981. He 
attended college at Plattsburgh 
State University where he received 
his Bachelor of Science Degree in 
computer science. After graduation, 
he was employed at Wyeth-Ayerst 
Laboratories in Rouses Point 
until being offered employment 
at Simmonds Precision in 
Vergennes, Vt., as a Principal 
Specialist Business Systems and 
Transformation Analyst, where 
he has been employed ever since, 
even though the company has been 
bought and sold numerous times 
over the years.

Ted has been an active member 
of the Assembly of God in 
Vergennes, Vt., over the years, 
playing the piano and singing 
bass in the choir. He was also 

Theodore James Sheldrake, 58, formerly of Vergennes

THEODORE JAMES 
SHELDRAKE

involved in the Vergennes 
community choir for a number 
of years as well. Theodore was 
a born again, Bible-believing 
child of the most high God and 
loved and served Jesus his entire 
life. When it came to Ted and 
his personal relationship with 
Jesus Christ, there was NO 
COMPROMISE --- EVER!!! 
He was a man of integrity who 
showed the love of Jesus to 
everyone with whom he came 
in contact. Ted was very active 
with the Pregnancy Resource 

Center of Addison County in 
Middlebury, VT and worked with 
various other charities as well, 
along with financially supporting 
the Adirondack Christian School 
in Wilmington, N.Y., his Alma 
mater, over the years.

His interests included spending 
time with family, playing board 
games with his nieces and 
nephews, singing, playing the 
piano, gardening, kayaking, 
bicycling, hiking, and being 
outdoors in general. He devoted 
his life to serving his Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ in whatever 
capacity he was led.

Theodore is survived by his 
father, John Sheldrake; sister and 
brother-in-law, Lori and Peter 
Ducharme; sister and brother-
in-law, Julie and Dean Gilbert; 
brother and sister-in-law, Bradley 
and Amy Sheldrake; nephews 
and nieces, Jonathan and David 
Gilbert; Caleb, Lydia, and Zebulun 
Ducharme; Mila Heald; and Emma 
Sheldrake. 

He was preceded in death by his 
mother, Sally Sheldrake.

A celebration of life service will 
be held at the home of Bruce and 
Marjorie Joy of 530 Grove Road in 
AuSable Forks, NY on October 9th 
at 11:00 a.m. All are welcome.

Donations may be sent to the 
Pregnancy Resource Center of 
Addison County, 102 Court Street, 
#B, P.O. Box 56, Middlebury, VT 
05753 (802-388-7272). ◊

Stephen Craig Tucker “Poppi,” 
69, of Vergennes, Vt., died as a 
result of a motorcycle accident on 
Sept. 14, 2021. He was born July 
30, 1952, in Burlington, Vt, to 
parents Foster and Edna Tucker of 
Ferrisburgh Hollow.

He graduated from Vergennes 
Union High School in 1970. 
Stephen served in the Merchant 
Marines as an able-bodied 
seaman and worked for Woods 
Hole Oceanographic Institution. 
Stephen and his wife Dianne 
spent their happiest times at their 
family camp, Split Rock Cabin, in 
Lincoln, Vt. 

Stephen was a dedicated and 
knowledgeable outdoorsmen who 
loved hunting and fishing. He was 
also a skilled master craftsman 
who was employed as a carpenter 
through McKernon Group. 

He was predeceased by his 
parents, and two brothers Micheal 
and Scott Tucker. 

Stephen is survived by his 
loving wife, Dianne Smith-Tucker; 
daughter Nichole (Buddy); son 
Nathan (Renne); and grandchildren 
Dylan and Chelsa and their 
children Jack and Randi, and 
Saige and Adam and their children 
Tucker and Theodore. He is also 
survived by his siblings, Gloria 
Phelan (Richard), Foster, Suzanne 
Bushey (Mike), Greg, Kimberly 
Curtis (Tim), and several nieces 
and nephews. 

Services are being held at the 
Vergennes Congregational Church 
on South Water Street, Vergennes, 
Vt., on Thursday, Sept. 23 at 11 
a.m., followed by a gathering at 
Vergennes American Legion Post 
14, Armory Lane, Vergennes, 
Vt. To send online condolences 
to his family or to find video of 
the service please visit www.
brownmcclayfuneralhomes.com. ◊

 Stephen Craig Tucker “Poppi,” 69, of Vergennes

STEPHEN CRAIG TUCKER

Obituaries can be found
on Pages 6A, 7A and 8A.

BRIDPORT — Albert J. 
Brouillard, 70, of Bridport passed 
away September 17, 2021 after 
a long, courageous battle with 
cancer. Bert, as he was known 
to his family and friends, was 
born October 8, 1950, the son of 
Raoul and Albertine Brouillard.  
He grew up on the family farm, 
the youngest of 10 children.  He 
went to Bridport School and later 
Middlebury High School. After 
school, he worked various jobs 
over the years, from installing 
silos for Harvestore to working in 
small engine shops at Agway and 
Broughton’s Farm Supply. Most 
recently, he was employed at Mill 
Bridge Construction. 

Bert was predeceased by his 
parents; his sisters Cecile, Jeannine 
and Suzanne; and his brothers 
Roland and Guy. He is survived by 
his brothers Rene and Gerard and 
sisters Yvonne and Marie, as well as 
many nieces, nephews and friends.

A graveside service will be held 
Saturday, September 25, 2021, 
at St. Genevieve Cemetery in 
Shoreham at 11 a.m., followed by a 
reception at Bert’s home. In lieu of 
flowers, donations may be made in 
his name to Addison County Home 
Health and Hospice. ◊   

ALBERT J. BROUILLARD 

 Albert J. 
Brouillard, 70,

Bridport

County Field Days Fair for many 
years. Laurel and Dr. Don Hunt 
(deceased) provided leadership 
in raising funds for the Addison 
County 4-H Foundation.

Laurel was preceded in death by 
her parents and her husband of 50 
years, George Jackson.

She is survived by her sister, 
Naomi Reed of Salisbury, Md.; 
brothers Greg Reed (Barbara) of 
Deltona, Fla., and William Reed, 
of Skowhegan, Me; children Scott 
Jackson of Orlando Fla., David 
Jackson (Rhonda) of Vergennes, 
Vt, Alohana Jackson (Joe Willett) 
of Evansville, In., and Joy 
Jackson of Panton, Vt; and two 
grandchildren, Nick and Emily 
Jackson of Vergennes Vt.

A Celebration of Laurel’s life 
will be held in the summer of 2022. 
◊

times to Kentucky to buy and 
sell American Saddlebred horses.  
Laurel was involved as a 4-H 
Leader and was the Superintendent 
of Horse Shows during the Addison 

Get a shot without leaving your car!

Second annual Drive-thru Addison County Home Health
& Hospice Drive-through flu vaccine clinic

October 26 - 7:30- 10:30 am and 4-6pm
254 Ethan Allen Highway, New Haven

Call 388-7259 to schedule an appointment
Available for those 12 years and older.

No high dose vaccines available.
Open to the public! Vaccines are being provided at 

no charge to recipents. Donations are gratefully 
accepted but not expected or necessary.

254 Ethan Allen Highway, New Haven  |  P.O. Box 754, Middlebury 05753  |  388-7259  |  ACHHH.org
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Practitioner 
of the Week

Georgia Dune,
 Licensed Esthetician 
Massage Therapist

Refl exologist

Somaworks  •  Middlebury, VT 
802-388-3362 

“Wellness is more than the absence of  illness.”

50 Court St • Middlebury, Vt 05753

A Center for 
Independent Health Care Practitioners

SOMAWORK

WELLNESS
CENTER

Jim Condon  ....................  388-4880 or 475-2349
    SomaWork

Caryn Etherington  ...................  388-4882 ext. 3
    Therapeutic Massage & Bodywork

Charlotte Bishop ........................388-4882 ext. 4
    Therapeutic Soft & Deep Tissue

JoAnne Kenyon ....................................... 388-0254
Energy Work                www.joanne.abmp.com

Winfi eld Kelley, D.C.  ................................453-6010
    Chiropractic Treatment

Donna Belcher, M.A. .............................388-3362
    Licensed Psychologist - Master

Georgia Dune is the owner 
and sole practitioner of 
DuneSpa in Middlebury. 
She has been a dedicated 
bodyworker since 2005 and 
she opened DuneSpa in 
2020. Her peaceful space 
is located in between Otter 
Creek Used Books and Otter 
Creek Yoga in Marble Works 
and all sessions and services 
are by appointment only. 
Her passion is to help people 
have less pain, not only the 
day of and after their sessions, but every day. 
The bodywork she offers; cupping and foot 
massage is deeply relaxing and makes lasting 
changes in the whole body. 

Georgia has been a Licensed Esthetician since 
2018. Body waxing and brow design are her 
current specialties and she may resume facials 
once the pandemic is over. View her DuneSpa 
Google Listing to see her brow work and read 
customer reviews.

Visit Dunespavt.com to see her full menu of 
services and client testimonials. 
Follow DuneSpa at: Facebook.com/dunespavt
Instagram.com/dunespavt

Contact Georgia at:
Dunespavt@gmail.com
802-377-2507

Practitioner 

  Wellness        
Directory

Want to 
advertise within 
this directory?

Contact Sydney for information: 
sydneys@addisonindependent.com 

or call 802-388-4944

Georgia Dune CMT, LE 
DuneSpavt@gmail.com

802-377-2507
DuneSpaVT.com

DuneSpa

Exceptional Bodywork
and Skin Care

Saturday September 25th, 10 AM
At Doc Collins Field in the Bleachers

MHS/MUHS Alumni Association
Annual Meeting

Please join the dialogue.
Your VOICE is important!!

Agenda:

1. Reorganize or

2. Dissolve and move the Scholarship 
Fund to the School Board

FERRISBURGH — Kathryn 
“Kay” R. Jerry, 93, died Monday, 
Sept. 13, 2021 at Porter Hospital 
in Middlebury. She was born 
in Roxbury on July 28, 1928, 
the daughter of Frank and Jesse 
Drown. She is a graduate of 
Northfield High School, class of 
1947.

She married Bernard M. Jerry 
in 1947. They lived in Northfield 
until 1965, moving to Ferrisburgh 
to pursue farming. They lived 
most of their married lives on 
their farm in Ferrisburgh. Bernard 
predeceased her in 2015.

Kay was an avid and skilled 
quilter. She made quilts for all her 

family as well as many friends. 
She also enjoyed gardening and 
baking — her pies will surely be 
missed by her loved ones.

Survivors include her four 
children, Marie Nosan (Richard) of 
Pengilly, Minn., Christopher Jerry 
(Madel) of Essex, Matthew Jerry 
(Lorri) of Panton, and Nicholee 
Torrey (Patrick) of Shoreham; 
ten grandchildren; eleven great-
grandchildren; and many nieces 
and nephews. She is predeceased 
by her son, Michael Jerry Sr. and 
nine siblings.

In keeping with her wishes, the 
burial was private and held in the 
family plot in the East Roxbury 

Kathryn “Kay” R. Jerry, 93, 
Ferrisburgh

Cemetery. Kingston Funeral Home 
in Northfield assisted with the 
arrangements.◊

BOYNTON BEACH, Fla. — 
Richard (Dick) Paul Mitchell Sr., 
81 years old, passed away on Nov. 
4, 2019, at Bethesda Hospital 
in Boynton Beach, Fla. Richard 
was born in Middlebury, Vt., on 
April 28, 1938. He was the son 
of predeceased Isadore and Kate 
Mitchell of Cornwall, Vt.  

Dick graduated from Middlebury 
High School in 1957, years later 
receiving the Baseball/Football 
Alumni Award from Middlebury 
HS. In 1998, he earned his Civil 
Engineering Associates Degree 
from CCV in Burlington, Vt.

Dick joined the Air Force in 
1957. He traveled all over the 
world, serving one year at Civil 
Engineer Red Horse, in Vietnam 
(1966-67) and one year in Korea 
(1972) during his service. He 
retired as 1st Master Sergeant at 
Luke AFB in Glendale, Ariz. in 
1977. After the service he worked 
at IBM in Williston, Vt., and 
transferred to Boca Raton, Fla.  
While in Florida, he continued 
his career at Palm Beach County 
Airport, FAU, and Miami Country 
Day School. He and wife Linda 
moved to Tennessee to start his 
career at Hiwassee College for 
maintenance facilities and then 

ObituariesADDISON
COUNTY

KATHRYN “KAY” R. JERRY

Foothill Mall in Maryville, Tenn. 
When he retired he moved back to 
Boynton Beach, Fla. He had tons 
of energy and stopped working at 
75 years old.

Dick was a loving husband, 
father and friend to everyone 
he met. He enjoyed life, loved 
playing golf, watching all sports, 
and having fun with his family 
and friends. He started the Moose 
in Boca Raton, Fla., and was a 

Governor for many years. He was 
a lifetime member of the Shriners, 
VFW, American Legion and the 
Moose.

Dick is survived by his wife 
Linda (Shirey/Kitts); daughters 
Connie and Julie Mitchell; 
stepchildren Belynda, Mark and 
wife Chrissy, Benita and ex-
husband Dave, Brenna and fiancé 
Tony, and Tommy. Also his sister 
Kit Quesnel and husband John 
of Middlebury and brothers Issy, 
Dean, Bob and Bill. Many nieces, 
nephews, grandchildren and great-
grandchildren also survive him. 
He was predeceased by his sons 
Rick and Jeff, his daughter Wendy, 
brothers Stuart and Donald, and 
sister Barbara O’Brien.

There will be a celebration of 
life at Kit and John Quesnel’s 
house at 115 Airport Road, in 
Middlebury, on Oct. 2, 2021, 
between 1:30-3:30 p.m.

Memorial Service with Theresa 
Grescheck, Minister, Dick’s sister-
in-law will provide the eulogy to 
be held at Evergreen Cemetery in 
Cornwall on Saturday, Oct. 2, 2021 
at 4 p.m. The American Legion 
Post 27, Middlebury, will do a 
military service at the cemetery 
after the memorial service.◊ 

Richard (Dick) Paul Mitchell, 81, Middlebury native

RICHARD (DICK) PAUL 
MITCHELL SR.

Letters to the Editor

An open letter to the Vermont Legislature

front page in the guise of presenting 
facts?”

The Independent responded 
with a petulant editor’s note that 
twisted the reader’s words into an 
argument she hadn’t made, in order 
to dismiss her.

On the other hand, when the 
reporting was good in 1966 it 
was really good, with the rhythm 
and music of the golden age of 
newspapers — easy to recognize 
but hard to emulate.

And the headlines — surely I’ve 
learned something from reading 
thousands of headlines.

Engaging in such media criticism, 
facile as it may be after 55 years, 
has helped me better understand 
my own biases and potential for 
bias — as a human being and as 
part of a media environment that 
thrives on conflict.

“The school mergers that get 
written about are the ones where 

people are having trouble working 
together,” Rebecca Holcombe 
told me a few weeks ago. “Those 
are the ones that get the ink. And 
that makes sense, for pragmatic 
reasons, but it doesn’t mean there 
aren’t other districts that haven’t 
found ways to work together and 
move forward. So another question 
to ask is, ‘Where have people been 
able to create opportunities?’”

But Holcombe was hesitant to 
tell me the answer to that question.

“I actually think it’s better if they 
don’t get media coverage,” she 
said, laughing. “Because I think 
every time it becomes toxic in the 
paper it just becomes toxic to have 
those conversations.”

Her comment wasn’t directed at 
me or this paper, but it did make 
me wonder: Had I told the story 
of 1966 as a search for school 
solutions, or as another instance of 
conflict?

How much is “people in 1966 

said pretty much the same kinds 
of things about schools as they say 
today” a function of my picking 
and choosing what to print?

What about my regular 
reporting? Have I been looking 
too much for disagreement and not 
enough for collaboration?

There are many more such 
questions, and they’re not easy, but 
it’s important to keep asking them.

Perhaps those questions are the 
real treasure that was buried in our 
archives.

The storytelling was fun too, of 
course, and I hope readers have 
found it worthwhile, but I believe 
I’ve learned more about the media 
in the last couple of months than 
anything else.

To be sure, if I get another chance 
to dive into our archive someday, 
I won’t be thinking, “What cool 
solution can I find and resurrect?” 
Instead I’ll be asking, “What kinds 
of conversations could this spark?”

Clippings
(Continued from Page 4A)

other accommodations plan. You 
should speak with your school 
about this option.”

With this information I reached 
to people of ACSD school board 
and received the following 
response:

“… remote learning of a whole 
school/whole class is not allowed 
under the current conditions 
without a state of emergency, so we 
are working to support students on 
the mostly individual basis …” 

Yet the secretary stated, “Remote 

learning is an option under our 
existing regulations and something 
I support.” And there are schools 
around the state that did have a 
remote option. On Sept. 17, 2021, 
Derby School announced they were 
going remote.

The other issue is that any 
student who is under quarantine 
is being marked absent. I was told 
that these are “excused absences to 
provide data to the state and federal 
governments as to how COVID is 
impacting the schools.” 

This back and forth between 

ACSD and AOE of placing blame 
on each other for this utter failure 
to be prepared for the reality that 
COVID is here, and quarantining 
will be a part of that has to stop. 
Our children’s educational, social 
and mental wellbeing is at stake. 

Other schools are showing 
that they are able to implement 
effective COVID contingency 
plans to support students who are 
quarantined. There is no excuse 
why ACSD cannot as well.

Ray Mason
Shoreham

Mason letter
(Continued from Page 4A)

Dear Legislators,
Three years ago, you and the 

Governor asked us to spend two 
years studying Vermont’s tax 
system as a whole, and to make 
recommendations that would 
make the system more sustainable, 
fairer, and simpler. You asked us 
to incorporate the demographic, 
climatic, and technological 
changes that Vermont is likely to 
experience over the next 20 years, 
and you asked us to pay particular 
attention to the Education Property 
Tax.

Last February, we delivered our 
final report and recommendations 
to you — 119 pages, plus 70 pages 
of appendices.

As the 2022 session approaches, 
we believe it is important and 
urgent that you act on our primary 
recommendation: base the 
Education Tax entirely on income, 
instead of basing it on the current 
complicated mix of property value 
and income. The recent outcry 
over property taxes in Burlington 
simply reinforces what we heard 
from Vermonters around the state: 
the Education Property Tax is the 
most burdensome tax in the state; 
it is the tax most likely to cause 
older Vermonters on fixed incomes 
to leave the state; it is impossibly 
complicated.

You recognized that while the 

three commissioners would get 
only a modest honorarium for our 
work, we would need full-time 
and part-time staff, as well as 
the resources of the Vermont 
Legislative Joint Fiscal Office, the 
Vermont Department of Taxes, 
and others, and you duly allocated 
over $500,000 to support this 
work.

We worked hard for a bit over 
two years, holding 36 public 
meetings and taking testimony 
from over 60 Vermonters, 
including tax experts and 
professionals, members of the 
Administration, legislators, local 
officials, and Vermonters who 
simply had an interest in this 
work.

We note that 10 years ago, you 
commissioned the Blue Ribbon 
Tax Commission to undertake 
a similarly broad review, and 
that commission also identified 
the complexity of the Education 
Property Tax as a source of 
frustration, resentment, confusion, 
and discord in our communities.

We are anxious that Vermonters 
get the benefit of the many 
hundreds of hours of work and 
the hundreds of thousands of 
their dollars that went into these 
two tax commissions. The only 
way Vermonters can benefit from 
all that is by your enacting the 

solutions we have recommended 
into law.

During the last session, you 
did a huge amount of critical 
work managing the health crisis 
and the economic crisis created 
by the pandemic, for which all 
Vermonters owe you a debt of 
gratitude. In the midst of all that, 
you found time to meet with us 
and discuss our recommendations, 
for which we are also grateful.

As we three Commissioners 
talked through the 
relative importance of our 
recommendations, we agreed 
that if the only one of our 
recommendations you acted on 
was to move the remaining part of 
the homestead Education Property 
Tax that’s not based on income to 
an income base, all our work and 
all the taxpayer money we spent 
doing that work would have been 
worth it. Of course, we believe 
the other eight recommendations 
are worthy of your consideration 
as well, but the Education Tax is 
primary.

We look forward to joining you 
in January to get the restructuring 
of the Education Tax done.

Commissioner Bram 
Kleppner,  CEO of Danforth 

Pewter in Middlebury, on behalf 
of the Vermont Tax Structure 

Commission
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A&D Automotive
David Congalton, DDSPLC
A&H Signs
Antidote
Gaines Insurance Agency
Addison County 

Chiropractic Center
George’s Locks and Security
Auto Creek George’s Safes
Benton, WD Appraisers
Hall Communications, Inc.
Berkshire Hathaway Service, 

The Landmark Group
Harbor Construction
Betty Sabourin, CPA
Hollyhocks Flowers and 

Design
Black Sheep Bistro
Home Audiology Services
The Bearded Frog
Houston Enterprises
Blue Lily Clothing Company
Jackman Fuels
Classic Stitching
JW & DE Ryan, Inc

Clover Leaf Windows and 
Siding

Kennedy Brothers, Inc.
Comfort Hill Kennels
Landmark Financial Services
Community Market
Law O�  ces of Richard Fox
Cooperative Insurance
Linda’s Apparel and Gifts
Countryside Carpet and 

Paint
LULU’s Ice Cream
Daily Chocolate
Northland Job Corps
Dakin Farms Inc. 
Marcel Brunet and Sons
Duprey Law 
Olsen’s Ice Cream
Ouimette and Runcie Law 

O�  ce
The Clock Shop
Panton Hills 
The National Bank of 

Middlebury
Park Squeeze

The Vermont Agency
Peak View Eye Care
Three Squares Cafe
Peoples Bank
Tom’s Marina
Precision Print
Town and Country Self 

Storage
Three Squares Café 
Vergennes Animal Hospital
RL Vallee, Inc. 
Vergennes Wine
RPM Peter Markowski
Vt. Livestock Company
Shacksbury Holdings 802 

Print
Shen Lee Chinese 

Restaurant
Strong House Inn
Sweet Charity
Tapia & Huckabay
Ten Stones
The Dock Doctors

THE GREATER VERGENNES 
ROTARY CLUB WOULD LIKE TO 

THANK THE COMMUNITY!
The Winners of the Rubber Ducky Races are:

#1 Kathleen Douglas #2 Greg Burdick #3 John Emerson

And the corporate duck race winner was the Vergennes Animal Hospital 
that generously donated their winnings back to the Vergennes Rotary Club.
We live in a community that gives back so generously. This year’s $7500.00 

raised will go to the Vergennes Boys and Girls Club meal program, 
the Vergennes Food Shelf, Books for Bikes, 

and the Vergennes High School Scholarship Program.

A special thank you to our corporate sponsors!

Homeward Bound wishes to thank all 
of our participants and the sponsors of 
Woofstock: Walk for the Animals for 

making our 2021 Walk a great success!

Boardman Street • Middlebury

388-1100
HomewardBoundAnimals.org

Platinum Collar:  Rutland Veterinary Clinic & Surgical Center, Full Circle Home Veterinary Care

Media Sponsors:  Addison Independent, WVTK, Local 22 & Local 44

Gold Collar:  Hanson & Doremus Investment Management

Silver Collar:  Silloway Networks, G. Stone Motors, Inc., Vergennes Animal Hospital, 
Pet Food Warehouse, Burlington Emergency Veterinary Services, National Life Group,       
WowToyz, Wag on Inn, Lexi & Harper LeBlanc-Morris
Bronze Collar:  Qi Veterinary Clinic, Peak Veterinary Referral Center, Middlebury Animal 
Hospital, The Richards Group, Desabrais Glass, Bristol Animal Hospital, Co-operative Insurance

Ribbon Sponsors:  Gaines Insurance, Tapia & Huckabay, P.C., National Bank of Middlebury, 
Re/Max North Professionals—the Gridley Group, Champlain Valley Plumbing & Heating,     
Middlebury Eye Associates, Fyles Brothers, Inc. 

Bandana Sponsor:  Hannaford’s

 Special thanks to our hosts:  Friends of Middlebury Hockey and Middlebury Parks & 
Recreation Department

ADDISON COUNTY — The 
Walter Cerf Community Fund, a 
component fund of the Vermont 
Community Foundation, has 
announced $52,461 in grants 
to 20 organizations in its 2021 
competitive grants round, building 
on $97,000 previously granted to 
24 organizations in April of this 
year.

The competitive grants include 
a combination of organizations 
supporting youth and families, 
historic preservation, arts and 
community engagement, and 
education. In addition, the 
fund made proactive grants to 
longstanding grantee partners 
continuing to experience 
considerable disruption from the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Most of the 
organizations receiving funding 
are based in Addison County and 
northern Rutland County.

2021 Competitive Grants:
•	 Addison	 County	 Community	

Trust received $2,000 for the 
Family Support Program, 
providing resources to prevent 
evictions and improve resident 
success through programming, 
service coordination, and other 
interventions.
•	 Addison	 County	 Humane	

Society received $4,000 to support 
a weekly veterinary wellness clinic 
to owners with pets enrolled in Pet 
CORE.
•	 Addison	County	Parent/Child	

Center received $2,000 to support a 
multi-generational nature program, 
increasing children’s therapeutic 
play and learning, and working to 
improve the wellbeing of children 
while deepening a connection to 
nature.
•	 Big	 Brothers	 Big	 Sisters	 of	

Vermont received $2,000 to assist 
with the launch of a new mentoring 
program in collaboration with the 
Addison County School District 
and the Community Partnership 
Council that will serve children 
and	 youth	 at	 Bridport	 Central	
School and Middlebury Union 
Middle School.
•	 Common	 Ground	 Center	

received $4,000 to support 

financial	 aid	 for	 youth	 to	 attend	
the Adventure Camp Program, 
ensuring equitable access for all 
who wish to participate.
•	 Early	 Care	 and	 Learning	

Partnership received $2,000 
to support the Spring 2022 
Course:	 Human	 Development:	
Meaning Making, Creativity, and 
Spirituality.
•	 Friends	 of	 the	 Brandon	

Town	 Hall	 received	 $2,250	 to	
support structural upgrades to its 
concession area.
•	 Friends	of	the	Union	Meeting	

Hall	 received	 $2,000	 to	 support	
the installation of a new door 
with trim that will match existing 
historic	details,	as	part	of	the	Hall’s	
larger project to install a new ADA 
compliant entrance and exit.
•	 Middlebury	Actors	Workshop	

received $2,000 to support an 
original adaptation of A Christmas 
Carol by Charles Dickens.
•	 Otter	 Valley	 Unified	 Union	

School District received $2,000 
to support the growth of its Tech 
Ed Program, a comprehensive 
exploration of careers and interests 
for students.
•	 Ripton	 Community	 Coffee	

House	received	$1,250	to	purchase	
equipment and tech to stream 
concerts online and increase access 
to programs.
•	 Russell	 Memorial	 Library	

received $1,461 to support 
community programs at the new 
Monkton community building in 
summer 2022.
•	 Rutland	Area	Art	Association	

received $4,000 in general 
operating support.
•	 Rutland	 County	 Humane	

Society received $1,000 to support 
pet owners who need access to pet 
food	 in	 Brandon,	 which	 will	 be	
distributed in partnership with the 
Brandon	Food	Shelf.
•	 Rutland	 County	 Parent-Child	

Center received $4,000 to support 
upgrades to an outdoor classroom 
and	 nature	 space	 at	 its	 Brandon	
location.
•	 The	Vermont	Granite	Museum	

of	Barre	received	$5,000	to	support	
the development of a sculpture 

park and accessible trail, increasing 
community engagement with the 
interpretation of natural habitats, 
sculptures, and granite industry.
•	 Vermont	 Association	 for	

the	 Blind	 and	 Visually	 Impaired	
received $1,000 to support the 
SMART Device Technology 
Training Program.
•	 Vermont	 Department	 for	

Historic	 Preservation	 received	
$4,000 to support museum exhibit 
work at Mount Independence.
•	 Vermont	 Folklife	 Center	

received $4,000 to support the 
creation of public, digital access 
to the Vermont Town Schools 
Project Collection: a community 
oral history project exploring the 
relationship between Addison 
County towns and their schools.
•	 Vermont	 Works	 for	 Women	

received $2,500 to support its 
Women’s Employment & Career 
Services program, providing 
Vermont women with the skills, 
confidence,	and	support	to	achieve	
financial	 stability	 for	 themselves	
and their families.

Additional grants made:
•	 Addison	 Central	 Teens	 &	

Friends
•	 Addison	 County	 Community	

Action	Group	(HOPE)
•	 Addison	 County	 Readers,	

Multi-year grant recipient
•	 American	 Civil	 Liberties	

Union Foundation of Vermont, 
Multi-year grant recipient
•	 Charter	 House	 Coalition,	

Multi-year grant recipient
•	 Community	 Health	 Services	

of Addison County, Multi-year 
grant recipient
•	 Elderly	 Services,	 Multi-year	

grant recipient
•	 Flynn	 Center	 for	 the	

Performing Arts, Multi-year grant 
recipient
•	 Fort	Ticonderoga	Association
•	 Governor’s	 Institutes	 of	

Vermont, Multi-year grant 
recipient
•	 Henry	 Sheldon	 Museum	 of	

Vermont	History
•	 John	 W.	 Graham	 Emergency	

Shelter, Multi-year grant recipient
•	 Lake	 Champlain	 Maritime	

Museum
•	 Mary	 Johnson	 Children’s	

Center, Multi-year grant recipient
•	 Middlebury	 Studio	 School,	

Multi-year grant recipient
•	 Opera	 Company	 of	

Middlebury
•	 Otter	 Creek	 Child	 Center,	

Multi-year grant recipient
•	 Planned	 Parenthood	 of	

Northern New England, Multi-year 
grant recipient
•	 Preservation	Trust	of	Vermont
•	 Rokeby	 Museum,	 Multi-year	

grant recipient
•	 Shelburne	Museum
•	 Town	Hall	Theater

•	 Vermont	Historical	Society
•	 Vermont	Humanities	Council,	

Multi-year grant recipient
Born	 in	 Leipzig,	 Germany	 in	

1907, Walter Cerf spent most of his 
youth	in	Berlin.	He	relocated	to	the	
United States in 1937 as a refugee 
of Nazi Germany. After becoming 
a U.S. citizen, he served in military 
intelligence and developed a deep 
appreciation for the preservation 
of art, culture, and local history. 
In 1947, he began a 25-year career 
as a Professor of Philosophy at 
Brooklyn	 College,	 eventually	
retiring to his summer home in 
Leicester,	Vermont	in	1972.

During the last 20 years of 
his life, Walter Cerf made gifts 
exceeding $10 million to more 
than 100 different organizations 
in Vermont. At his death in 2001, 
a permanent endowment, the 
Walter Cerf Community Fund, 
was established at the Vermont 
Community Foundation. The 
fund makes grants annually in 
Walter’s name and will continue 
the generosity of this remarkable 
man who cared deeply about the 
vitality of communities in Addison 
County, northern Rutland County, 
and beyond.

Cerf grants tally $149K for 2021

Vietnam Vets honored
THE SETH WARNER – Rhoda Farrand Chapter of the DAR held its 6th annual lunch for area Vietnam 

Veterans on Sept. 18. The chapter partners with the Vietnam War Commemoration Committee to 
thank and honor our Vietnam era veterans for their service. Anyone who served between Nov. 1, 
1955 through May 15, 1975 is eligible to receive a special lapel pin. For more information or if 
you’d like to be invited to our next lunch, email Joy at swrfdar@gmail.com. Pictured veterans were: 
Joanne Reynolds, David Lewis, Ralph Torrey, John Pettis, Stephen Warner, Norm Cobb, David 
Entrott, Dale Bergquist and Phil Gridley.

Photo courtesy of Janet Weaver
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OtterCreekBakery.com

14 COLLEGE ST.  |   MIDDLEBURY, VT  |  802-388-3371
TUES-WED 7AM-3PM, THURS-FRI-SAT 7AM-4:30PM

Call 802-388-3371
OR e-mail order inquiries to 
info@ottercreekbakery.com

198 Court St., Middlebury  VT 05753 • (802) 388-7145
MONDAY-SATURDAY 9AM-6PM  •  SUNDAY 10AM-5PM

MIDDLEBURY’S
VARIETY STORE

Help Wanted

Get Ready for a Scare with 
Halloween Decorations!
* Spiderwebs, Window Clings,     
Garlands

Harvest and Halloween 
Supplies are Here!
* Decorations: Fall/Harvest Tableware
* Fall Flowers, Vines, and Signs
* Scarecrow and Lawn Decorations

* Creepy Creatures, Candles, Hanging 
Decorations
* Trick or Treat Bags and Buckets and 
So Much More!

COLCHESTER — OneCare 
Vermont has named Dr. Carrie 
Wulfman the accountable care 
organization’s Chief Medical 
Offi cer (CMO). Dr. Wulfman is 
a family medicine physician of 
30 years, currently practicing at 
Brandon Primary Care in Addison 
County and will continue to 
practice while 
holding the 
position of Chief 
Medical Offi cer 
at OneCare 
Vermont. 

As CMO 
at OneCare, 
Dr. Wulfman 
will provide 
overall clinical 
leadership and 
direction and serve as the senior 
clinical representative with the 
government, commercial insurers, 
and the public.

“I’m excited to bring my 30 
years of experience in primary care 
into the role and the value-based 
care work that is going on in the 
state of Vermont,” says Wulfman. 

“Right off the bat I will build 
relationships with community 
health care entities, maximizing 
input and knowledge from 
OneCare’s statewide partners 
and member providers who are 
shifting the way we pay for and 
deliver care,” she continued. “I 
look forward to working with 
the OneCare team on evaluating 
quality metrics and looking at the 
data analytics to identify where 
we need to focus on health care 
improvements. I see my role as a 
facilitator and a promoter of value-
based care involvement by all 
members throughout the state — 
spreading the work, promoting the 
message, and sharing the benefi ts.”

In addition to practicing at 
Brandon Primary Care, Dr. Wulfman 
has recently held the position of 
Physician Liaison Population 
Health for OneCare Vermont and 
the UVM Health Network, a role 
that supports clinical care delivery 
transformation, value-based care 
policies and contracts, and provider 
performance under accountable 
care contracts to improve the 
health of Vermonters. This role, 
coupled with fi rsthand experience 
of practicing primary care, make 
Dr. Wulfman an excellent fi t for the 
role of CMO at OneCare Vermont, 
said Wicki Loner, CEO of OneCare 
Vermont.

“Since our inception, Dr. 
Wulfman has been an advocate for 
the work we are trying to do to shift 
to value-based care because she 
believes it’s the path to providers 
being able to practice the patient-
centered care they were trained 
to deliver,” said Loner. “She has 
seen how our model works and has 
made a difference for patients in 
her care — and she wants to help 
expand and fi ne-tune our provider-
led strategy to further transition to 
value-based care in Vermont.”

Dr. Wulfman graduated with 
honors from Indiana University 
School Of Medicine and in 
addition to practicing at Brandon 
Family Practice, held the position 
of Chief Medical Offi cer at Porter 
Hospital from 2016-2019 and 
Medical Director at Helen Porter 
Healthcare and Rehabilitation 
Center in Middlebury from 2013-
2016. 

Dr. Wulfman is a resident of 
Ripton. To learn more about Dr. 
Wulfman’s experience and what 
excites her about her new role 
as CMO, read a Q & A with Dr. 
Wulfman on the OneCare Vermont 
blog.

ADDISON  COUNTY

Business News
Dr. Wulfman
named CMO
to OneCare Vt.

DR. CARRIE 
WULFMAN

Contact Your U.S. Senators

Sen. Bernie Sanders
1-800-339-9834

SRC-2 United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510
www.sanders.senate.gov

Sen. Patrick Leahy
1-800-642-3193

433 Russell Senate Offi ce Bldg.
Washington, D.C. 20510

senator_leahy@leahy.senate.gov

Contact Your
U.S. Congressman

Rep. Peter Welch
1-888-605-7270

1404 Longworth House 
Offi ce Building

Washington, D.C. 20515
www.welch.house.gov

Rockin’ Almendos
A FREE CONCERT to introduce 

the Middlebury-based band 
Almendos last Thursday evening 
at Middlebury’s Riverside Park 
was wildly received by more than 
250 attendees, who spread out on 
blankets and chairs from 6 p.m. to 8 
listening to the band’s debut album, 
“All Over the Place.” The concert 
was presented by Town Hall Theater 
and Neighbors Together and featured 
the eight musicians: Naunau Belu, 
John Wallace, Clint Bierman, Doug 
Wilhelm, Peter Ryan, Kemi Fuentes-
George, Mark Pelletier and Liz 
Cleveland.

Photos by Jason Duquette Hoffman 
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Paradise
BY PHONAK
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hearing aid.
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Replace your aid - get top dollar!

Automatic!Automatic!
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HEALTH

last year.
The 2020-2021 academic year 

was marked by a hybrid curriculum 
in which older students attended 
in-person classes in school just 
part-time and learned remotely 
the balance of the week. With 
fewer kids in schools, buildings 
underwent regular deep cleanings. 
High school students always wore 
masks and social distanced.

Younger students, meanwhile, 
also worse masks throughout the 
day and were gathered into “pods” 
to facilitate contact tracing if one 
or more children should catch the 
virus.

Landwehr noticed a more upbeat 
atmosphere in ACSD schools this 
year, compared to last.

“Despite still needing to deal 
with COVID, it’s very evident that 
staff and students are happy to be 
back fulltime,” she said. “Remote 
learning was less than ideal for 
everyone. We’re thankful to be 
here and are hoping we can stay 
here.”

The general attitude is also better 
in the Addison Northwest School 
District schools of Ferrisburgh 
Central and Vergennes Union 
Elementary, said Ferrisburgh 
Principal Andy Kepes.

“Certainly more than last year 
there are fewer social distancing 
requirements,” he said. “The 
morale is still strong, we are all 
happy to be in the building fi ve 
days a week. I think there was a 
letdown at the beginning of the 
school year as many of us thought 
that there would be less risk of 
infection.”

Like at other area schools, 
Kepes sees a little less emphasis on 
constant cleaning of surfaces this 
year. Scientists have fi gured out 
that COVID-19 mostly, perhaps 
exclusively, is transmitted via the 
air, not by touching services.

“There is still plenty of hand 
washing, but that is always a good 
thing,” Kepes said. “We aren’t 
disinfecting surfaces as frequently 
as we did last year, but we are 

still doing nightly cleaning of all 
surfaces.”

Landwehr pointed out that ACSD 
teachers have cleaning supplies to 
give an extra scrub to frequently 
touched surfaces, if they want. 

There are no more mandated 
temperature checks of children 
before they enter school buildings 
in the morning, though ACSD 
offi cials hope parents perform that 
task at home on a regular basis, 
Landwehr said.

As was the case last year, no 
visitors are allowed within ACSD 
buildings.

And that’s just one change. 
Whereas last year students sat 

alone at individual desks in Mount 
Abraham Unifi ed School District 
schools, they’re now back to sitting 
around tables together, Frazer said. 

And the Plexiglas dividers are 
gone.

Following state 
recommendations, MAUSD 
students are still wearing masks 
indoors, but they can take them off 
when they go outside. And they’re 
able to work together on group 
projects, attend fi eld trips together 
and socialize more freely, though 
“we generally try to keep kids with 
their own classes, so they’re still 
not mixing quite as much as they 
did pre-pandemic,” Frazer said.

Kepes concurred that there 
are fewer social distancing 
requirements in ANWSD, but 
some remain.

“I think there is still some 
hesitancy as the group projects do 
have students in closer proximity,” 
he said. “We do miss the interactions 
across the grades — older students 
reading with the younger students; 
mixed-grade lunches.”
STATE GUIDANCE

Landwehr said she’s disappointed 
the Vermont Department Of Health 
(DOH) hasn’t provided more 
COVID-related guidance this year. 
Last fall, state offi cials issued “A 
Strong and Healthy Start” — an 
extensive list of COVID directives 
for the 2020-2021 academic year.

Guidance this year has been 
lacking, she said.

“This year, we got a very 
minimal memo from (Health 
Commissioner Dr. Mark) Levine 
and (Education Secretary Daniel) 
French that covered masking, not 
coming to school when you’re sick, 
and contact tracing,” Landwehr 
said. “It really left us, as a district, 
to fi gure things out on our own.”

And the Addison County 
school leaders have been fi guring 
things out on multiple fronts, 
through networking with the 
Champlain Valley Superintendents 
Association, the Vermont State 
School Nurses Association, and the 
Vermont Chapter of the American 
Academy of Pediatrics, among 
others.

“All of those groups put heads 
together at the beginning of the 
year to make sure we were doing 
similar things, including following 
best practice,” Landwehr said. 
“That was helpful, but it did leave 
us out on a limb, scrambling a bit. 
We made it work.”

Gov. Phil Scott and the DOH 
have directed students to wear 
masks in school until at least Oct. 4, 
but school districts have leeway to 
forego masks after Oct. 4 if at least 
80% of their school community 
gets vaccinated. Landwehr and 
her colleagues haven’t decided 
yet whether to drop the mask 
requirement then. Most districts are 
compiling vaccination stats among 
their students who are allowed to 
have the shot.

“Despite (the state’s) guidance, 
we’ll err on the side of caution,” 
Landwehr said, “but certainly, 
everyone is hoping to not be in this 
boat for too long.”

Landwehr said the ACSD isn’t 
offering a virtual learning option 
for families who still want their kids 
to steer clear of school buildings 
during the pandemic, something 
that was offered last year. But she’s 
hoping the district will consider 
remote educational offerings for 
COVID-positive students who 

must stay home several days.
Not all are happy with the lack 

of remote options. For example, 
Shoreham Elementary School has 
recorded a handful of COVID-19 
cases since the beginning of this 
school year.

At least one parent of a student 
who was sent home because of the 
Shoreham cases hopes the schools 
will get their act together on remote 
learning.

“The Addison Central School 
District and the Agency of 
Education need a better plan to 
support our students during these 
times,” wrote parent Ray Mason 
in a letter to the editor that appears 
in this edition. “This was made 
evidently clear to me when my 
child was quarantined two different 
times since the start of school. The 
support we were offered was, as 
one school offi cial stated, ‘less 
than robust.’ ”

He said the state offi cials told 

COVID-19 
(Continued from Page 1A)

(See Offi cials, Page 13A)

NURSE KELLEY LANDWEHR, who heads up efforts to stop COVID-19 transmission in Addison Central 
School District schools, stands in front of a tent erected outside Middlebury Union High School where 
educators can teach classes outdoors this fall and students can take a break from wearing a mask for awhile.

Independent photo/John Flowers 

WEYBRIDGE — The life-size 
bronze Statue of Justin Morgan, 
the fi rst Morgan horse, that stands 
at the University of Vermont 
Morgan Horse Farm turns 100 
years old this fall. An event on Oct. 
2 to celebrate the occasion will be 
hosted onsite. 

Guided by an original program 
from the statue-unveiling fi eld day 
in 1921, event organizers have 
worked to replicate the day and 
encourage those attending to bring 
a picnic blanket and chairs for the 
affair.

Events start at 10 a.m. and end 
at 2 p.m.. The fi rst program at 
10 a.m. will be learning about 
Morgan horse conformation from 
a professional Morgan horse judge, 
and watching riding and driving 
presentations in the outdoor arena. 

At lunchtime, enjoy music and 
shape-note singing, lawn games, 
and plan to grab some delicious 
food from the CBD: Catering By 
Dale food truck. 

In the afternoon, the UVM 
Morgan mares and foals will be 
in the outdoor arena while guests 
gather around to celebrate the 
statue, the farm, and the wonderful 
Morgan horse. 

The event takes place outdoors 
on the spacious grounds of the 
historic Morgan Horse Farm 
in Weybridge. Face-coverings 
are required inside all buildings 
regardless of vaccination status, 
and are recommended for crowded 
areas. 

There is no admission fee to come 
celebrate Vermont’s State Animal, 
however a suggested donation of 
$10 per person directly supports 
the mission of the UVM Morgan 
Horse Farm. Bring walking shoes 
to enjoy the 1.1 miles of new 
walking trails. 

There will be activities for all 
ages at this family-friendly event. 

Please contact the farm via 
email for more information at 
uvmorgan@uvm.edu or 802-388-
2011. Rain date is Sunday, October 
3. 

Morgan Horse 
Farm to fete 
statue centenary
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Jack 
and Jill

SAYING 
HELLO TO 
a cow at 
the Danielle 
Goodrich farm 
in Salisbury 
are Jillian 
McDonald-
Huckett, of 
Bristol, and 
her new baby 
boy, Jack. The 
photo was taken 
by Danielle 
Goodrich, who 
is a MUHS 
classmate of 
Jill’s, class of 
2007. 

Photo by Danielle 
Goodrich

VERGENNES — After several 
incidents in which unlocked vehicles 
parked around Vergennes have been 
entered and money and items stolen, 
city police are urging residents to 
keep their cars and trucks locked and 
not leave anything of value in them. 

Most recently, a resident reported 
the theft during Sunday night of 
about $128 from an unlocked car 
in a Sunset Drive yard. Earlier on 
Sunday, a Thomas Circle resident 
reported seeing a man leaving the 
scene after seeing tail lights on his 
wife’s car light up, and told police it 
was clear someone had entered the 
vehicle. 

Also on Sunday, police took a 
report of a man fl eeing on a bicycle 
from a pickup truck on Green 
Mountain Acres from which $3 had 
been stolen. 

On Sept. 14, owners of two 
vehicles parked at 45 Armory Lane 
reported small amounts of money 
and items taken. Police reported 
video footage from the Armory Lane 
parking lot showed a man with a 
bicycle looking into vehicles for 
items and checking doors to see if 
they were locked. 

In other action between Sept. 6 
and 20, Vergennes conducted eight 
patrols by cruiser and one on foot, 
one property watch, and one VIN 
inspection; responded to one false 
alarm and one accidental 911 call; 
and helped one motorist get into a 
locked vehicle.

Police also reported the following 
incidents: 

• On Sept. 6, helped Vermont 
State Police at the city station by 
evaluating a driver involved in a 
fatal New Haven accident for driving 
under the infl uence of drugs.

• On Sept. 7, after responding to a 
complaint, told youths to fi nd a more 
responsible place to ride scooters 
than the middle of School Street.

• On Sept. 8: On behalf of a friend, 
checked on the welfare of a Walker 
Avenue resident, who said he was 
OK; cautioned a driver not to pass 
a stopped school bus; and advised a 
resident involved in a family dispute 
over vehicle ownership.

• On Sept. 9:
• Were told two students had left 

the Vergennes Union High School 

campus and were refusing to return. 
School offi cials eventually dealt with 
the incident without police help.

• Tried unsuccessfully to reach a 
contractor who a resident said had 
not completed work on a ramp after 
receiving a $1,400 payment.

• Responded to a Green Street 
accident in which a car struck a 
cyclist, causing injuries. Police said 
the cyclist was taken to the UVM 
Medical Center.

On Sept. 10:
• Issued a no-trespass order to a 

Walker Avenue resident who had 
allegedly repeatedly yelled at and 
threatened Main Street neighbors.

• Took a report of the theft of a 
cellphone and credit cards from a 
purse at a Vergennes Union High 
School athletic fi eld.

• Responded to a report of a 
man acting erratically at Shaw’s 
Supermarket. Police arranged for 
the man to spend the night at his 
mother’s home in Vergennes.

• Went to North Main Street to 
help a man who said there were dead 
animals in his basement. Police said 
there were none, and the man said his 
medications were possibly affecting 
him and he agreed to go to bed.

On Sept. 11:
• Dealt with an unlocked window 

in a South Water Street basement.
• Were told that a car had 

been stolen or repossessed. The 
complainant later called back and 
said he found it parked on Main 
Street.

• Checked the welfare of a Main 
Street resident, who said he was OK.

• Worked with VSP after hearing 
a woman say she was worried about 
her granddaughter, who was at a 
house in Starksboro; VSP picked her 
up there.

On Sept. 14:
• Calmed a mother-daughter 

dispute at a West Main Street 
residence, and did so again two days 
later.

• Informed a resident of a death in 
the family.

• Took a complaint from a resident 
of a South Water Street apartment, 
who was upset about the backup 
alarm on a neighbor’s scooter.

On Sept. 15, helped the 
Addison County Unit for Special 

Investigations by seizing a cellphone 
from a juvenile. 

On Sept. 16:
• Advised a local educator how 

to resolve a dispute between a 
student and a guardian over property 
retrieval. 

• Were notifi ed by a parent that 
one student had threatened the 
complainant’s daughter, and the 
school was handling it by setting up 
a meeting between the parties.

• Reported to National Guard 
authorities an open window at the 
Monkton Road armory.

On Sept. 17:
• Helped the Vergennes Area 

Rescue Squad at a Union Street call.
• Helped persuade an 11-year-old 

to attend school.
• Responded, along with VARS, to 

a report of a female overdosing in the 
facility parking lot. VARS took her 
to Porter Hospital.

• Took a report that a vehicle 
parked on Main Street had been 
keyed at some point recently.

• Told a Maplefi elds convenience 
store employee, who had called to 
report a suspicious car “parked in 
a weird manner,” to call again if a 
problem developed.

On Sept. 18:
• After a complaint, advised a 

caller’s ex-wife not to show up at his 
residence unannounced.

• Were told a cellphone had been 
stolen from a soccer bag in a VUHS 
middle school science room; police 
said they hope security camera 
footage can help the  investigation.

On Sept. 19:
• Backed up VSP at an investigation 

of an alleged domestic assault in a 
Basin Harbor Club cabin; VSP cited 
a Boston woman in the case.

• Cited Anthony Booska, 41, 
for driving under the infl uence of 
drugs. Police said they were alerted 
to be on the lookout for a vehicle 
being driven north on Route 22A 
by a person acting erratically in a 
Bridport parking lot. Police said 
the description of the man and 
the vehicle matched Booska, and 
found enough evidence at his place 
of residence to obtain a warrant to 
draw his blood for drug testing and 
to issue the citation, pending the test 
results.

Vergennes Police Log

3 drivers receive DUI citations

Police Log
Vt. State

MIDDLEBURY — This fall 
Middlebury Amateur Hockey 
Association (MAHA) is hosting 
Boston Bruins - Learn to Play 
Hockey, a program for new 
players and families who are 
interested in joining the hockey 
community. 

Learn to Play participants 
will receive a full set of hockey 
equipment and will develop 
fundamental skills over four 
ice sessions starting Oct. 16 to 
help them succeed both on and 
off the ice.  Information and 
links to register can be found at 

middhockey.com. Sign-ups end 
Oct. 9.

MAHA will be holding an open 
house and equipment fi tting on 
Saturday, Oct. 2 from 9-11 a.m. 
at Memorial Sports Center. They 
will accept gently used equipment 
donations (youth sizes preferred). 

Learn to Play Hockey program sign ups start Oct. 9

ADDISON COUNTY — 
Vermont State Police, operating 
out of the New Haven barracks 
on Friday, Sept. 17, cited two 
men, both from out of the county, 
for driving under the infl uence 
of drugs (DUI-drugs) in separate 
incidents. They also cited a third 
driver, a Lincoln resident, for the 
same offense on Tuesday.

VSP ordered one driver, David 
Farmer, 41, of Grand Isle, into 
court on Sept. 27 to answer 
charges of DUI, third offense, 
and criminally driving with a 
suspended license.

The incident began at about 
11:15 p.m., when troopers 
responded to a report of a 
suspicious vehicle in the 
driveway of a Starksboro home. 
The homeowners told police they 
didn’t know who the operator 
was, and he wasn’t allowed on 
their property. 

Troopers said when they 
arrived they identifi ed the driver 
as Farnham. He showed signs of 
drug impairment, police reported, 
and requested to be taken to Porter 
Medical Center because he didn’t 
feel well. Farnham was then 
processed at Porter for DUI-3.

VSP added a driver’s license 
check on Farnham showed he had 
been driving with a suspended 
license, resulting in the second 
citation.

Troopers also issued a DUI-
drugs citation to Charles Swanner, 
40, of Fair Haven. 

Earlier that same day, at about 
12:30 p.m., troopers responded 
to a report of a vehicle “with 
two unconscious adults located 
inside” blocking a driveway on 
Route 116 South in Bristol. VSP 

and the Bristol Rescue Squad fi rst 
determined both adults were safe. 

Police then identifi ed the driver 
as Swanner and determined he had 
driven to the location. They also 
allege Swanner showed signs of 
impairment, and cited him into 
court after submitting him to  fi eld 
sobriety tests.

On Tuesday, VSP cited Wanda 
Otero, 52, of Lincoln, for DUI-
drugs and impeding arrest. They 
received help from both Bristol 
and Vergennes police. 

The incident began when 
VSP were notifi ed at about 4:20 
p.m. “of a vehicle traveling on 
Main St. in New Haven in an 
erratic manner. The vehicle was 
reportedly entering in the opposite 
lane of travel and almost struck 
multiple vehicles head-on.”

Bristol Police found and 
stopped the vehicle and waited 
until VSP arrived. Police said 
Otero appeared to be under the 
infl uence of drugs and took her to 
the Vergennes Police station to be 
evaluated by a Drug Recognition 
Expert there. Otero was then cited 
and released to a sober adult, 
according to VSP.  

Also, on Sept. 19, VSP cited 
a Boston woman for domestic 
assault after responding to a 
reported argument at a cabin at the 
Basin Harbor Club in Ferrisburgh 
at about 1:45 a.m. Vergennes 
Police backed up VSP at the scene.

Troopers said they determined 

Julianna Zyra, 28, had “physically 
assaulted a household member 
during the incident, causing 
bodily injury,” and cited her into 
court to answer to the charge this 
past Monday.

On Monday, Sept. 20, just 
after 11 p.m., VSP responded 
to an alleged domestic assault 
in Ferrisburgh, this time with 
help from both Middlebury and 
Vergennes Police. Troopers 
responded to a report of a man 
brandishing a large knife at a 
residence on Button Bay road, 
along with offi cers from the other 
departments. 

They alleged that Jorge L. 
Velazquez Cordova, 33, had 
physically assaulted a household 
member during the incident. After 
being taken to the New barracks 
for processing, VSP lodged 
Cordova without bail at the Marble 
Valley Correctional Facility until 
he could answer to several charges 
in court on Tuesday.

Those charges included fi rst 
degree aggravated domestic 
assault, criminal threatening, and 
providing false information to 
police. 

On Tuesday, VSP cited Jacob 
Gorton, 24, of Salisbury, on a 
charge of lewd and lascivious 
conduct with a c hild. 

According to a VSP press 
release, the citation is a result of an 
investigation begun “into reported 
sexual misconduct” on June 29 
by VSP detectives assigned to the 
Bureau of Criminal Investigation. 
Police released Gorton from 
VSP’s New Haven barracks on 
the citation after ordering him to 
report for his court date.
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volunteers, the more fun and 
less time this will take. There 
will be at least one more 
volunteer effort in October for 
an additional planting prior 
to colder weather settling in. 
Folks will also be needed to 
help with watering about three 
times a week through the end of 
the fall.

Speaking of outdoor work, 
supervisors of the Bristol Trail 
Network have organized a 
volunteer work day on Sunday, 
Sept. 26, beginning at 1 p.m. 
at Sycamore Park. Bring a 
wheelbarrow, shovels, rakes and 
gloves. The task: A pile of mulch 
has been unloaded at Sycamore 
Park and it needs to get moved 
further into the property and 
spread onto the trails there. A trail 
volunteer who lives about a mile 
from the park is going to bring a 
tractor with a bucket to move the 
mulch, but volunteers are needed 
to help spread it on the trails. 
Please RSVP to Peter.Larkin@
uvm.edu. Organizers are hoping 
to see around a dozen helpers.

 
“Ferrisburgh Day” is 

returning on Sunday, Sept. 
26 and it’s shaping up to be 
a wonderful weekend with 
something for everyone in the 
family, including a Medivac 
helicopter, fi re engine, antique 
cars and tractors at the Fire 
Station Open House from 10 
a.m.– 2 p.m., and an open house 
at the Rokeby Museum from 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. Events will also 
involve the Lake Champlain 
Maritime Museum (10 a.m.-5 
p.m.), and an open house at the 
Ferrisburgh Historical Society, 
with apples, donuts and cider 
(1 p.m. to 4 p.m.). You can 
start your day at 9 a.m. with 
a guided walk into the Town 
Forest. A tool demonstration 
at the Union Meeting Hall 
starts at 11 a.m., followed by 

a Vets for Quilts presentation 
at 1 p.m., and then music from 
3 p.m. until 6 p.m. Make sure 
to check out the “Creative 
Ferrisburgh” exhibition at the 
Town Hall Community Center  
— showcasing the work of 
more than 16 local artists and 
artisans and the schoolchildren 
from FCS — from 11 a.m. to 5 
p.m. on both Saturday, Sept. 25 
and Sunday, Sept. 26. To learn 
more visit ferrisburghvt.org.

The Middlebury business 
community has indeed proven 
resilient during the recent 
challenges of a downtown 
construction project, the 
COVID-19 pandemic, and the 
dearth of available workers. 
Middlebury Town Manager 
Kathleen Ramsay recently 
disclosed that the community’s 
second-quarter local option tax 
receipts (covering April through 
June of 2021) were $311,190 
— the strongest ever for that 
quarter and 27% more than the 
same reporting period last year. 
Ramsay acknowledged that 
while stay-at-home pandemic 
restrictions impacted second-
quarter 2020 local option tax 
receipts, current-year receipts 
also outpaced results for the same 
period in 2019 by 11.5%.

The Vermont art community 
is pitching in to support the 
Middlebury-based Charter 
House Coalition, which runs 
a homeless shelter on North 
Pleasant Street and a offers 
a tremendous amount of free 
food to the hungry. Four artists 
have contributed works for 
the Vermont Artists’ Raffl e, 
with 100% of the proceeds 
benefi tting Charter House 
Coalition services. Entries 
for the online raffl e can be 
purchased for each individual 
artwork, and the more entries 
you buy, the better your chances 
of winning. Four winners — 

one for each piece of artwork 
— will be randomly selected on 
Oct. 1, and the winners of each 
prize will be notifi ed soon after. 
The artwork will be on display 
at the Ilsley Public Library in 
Middlebury throughout the 
month of September. If you 
can’t make it to the library, you 
can check out the artwork at 
tinyurl.com/ywnxs7nw, where 
you can also purchase raffl e 
tickets. 

The town of Lincoln will 
hold an Oct. 6 celebration 
to thank Willard Jackson for 
his donation of 134 acres of 
conserved land near Lincoln 
Village. As previously reported 
by the Independent, Jackson had 
purchased the property years ago 
as a potential development site. 
But he and his family enjoyed its 
trails, meadows, forestland and 
views, to the extent they kept the 
property as is. Others discovered 
the land through the years and 
the Jacksons have had a liberal 
policy of allowing ready access 
to the jewel. Then, earlier this 
year, Jackson worked with the 
Middlebury Area Land Trust to 
donate the property to the town 
of Lincoln, which will make it 
accessible to all. So folks who 
have come to love the property 
will gather from 4:30-6:30 p.m. 
on Oct. 6 to share their gratitude 
with the Jacksons, while enjoying 
a BYO picnic dinner, celebratory 
cake, campfi re, ribbon-cutting, 
and trail walks. The entrance to 
the land is located about a quarter-
mile east of the General Store 
(heading toward the school). 
There’s very little parking at 
the site, so please park in town 
and follow the sidewalk toward 
the school to where it ends. The 
entrance to the Jackson land is 
about 100 feet beyond that, on 
the same side of the road. Bring 
warm clothes.

By the way
(Continued from Page 1A)

him that schools should do remote 
learning, but local school offi cials 
said they were told they were not 
allowed by the state to do remote 
learning.

Landwehr said the Shoreham 
COVID-19 cases “quickly made 
us realize we were sending kids 
home for at least a week, and the 
guidance at the time was remote 
learning wasn’t an option, but I 
believe we have had conversations 
about students having some 
continuity of learning if (they test 
positive) and are home.”
THE KNOWN & UNKNOWN

The biggest challenge right now 
is not knowing what the future will 
hold, Frazer said.

“The Delta variant is the big 
unknown, of course, but we are 
following Vermont guidance 
regarding things like quarantining 
and contact tracing,” she explained.

As of Sept. 12 Robinson 

Elementary School has not had 
any reported cases of COVID-19, 
according to the Department of 
Health, nor have schools in Orwell, 
Whiting, Leicester and Brandon. 
In fact, only four schools in the 
three local school districts have 
reported people with infectious 
COVID-19 cases in their learning 
communities. The DOH reported 
that as of Sept. 12, Shoreham 
Elementary had seen four, and 
three schools had reported one 
each: Mary Hogan Elementary 
in Middlebury, Mount Abraham 
Union High School, and Vergennes 
Union High School.

Still, “we’re very aware that 
we’re in a pandemic,” Frazer said. 
“It does wear on people over time, 
but we have developed ways to 
deal with it and I think we have the 
resources we need to do it.”

Kepes noted that as much as it 
has been disappointing to come 
back to school wearing masks, 

“I’m glad that we are taking 
COVID seriously and doing all we 
can to keep our students safe.”

In ACSD, Landwehr appreciates 
the positive atmosphere in 
schools but said she is seeing 
some understandable signs of 
exasperation with a pandemic 
that has stretched 18 months and 
counting.

“We had a lot of unknowns last 
year,” she said, “but to go from 
leaving school in the spring and 
feeling we were in a good place 
with the potential of coming back 
without COVID mitigation factors 
— and then having that take such a 
turn — it now leaves us in a place 
where we’re thinking, ‘What does 
the future hold? Are we just going 
to continue to have new variants, 
and be in some level of COVID 
limbo? Will we ever be able to 
just come back to school feeling 
completely safe and reassured that 
this isn’t going to be a factor?’ ”

Offi cials 
(Continued from Page 11A)

Amazing trekkers!
HUNDREDS OF RUNNERS and walkers 

participated in this year’s TAM Trek held 
Saturday, Sept. 21 in near perfect weather. 
Contestant’s could choose either the full-on 
19-mile loop, or the 10K or the 2-mile family fun 
run. Full results and donations raised, along 
with more photos will be published in next 
week’s edition.

Photos by Josh Hummel
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Wrend submitted a revised 
workplan to the committee 
Tuesday night, which she pointed 
out contains a number of new 
or more detailed items, and 
underscored how much work the 
committee has on its plate. 

And she asked for some 
direction so she could “feel more 
comfortable working with the co-
chairs on a more extended, more 
spread out workplan, where we 
can take the time to really have 
conversations about the important 
topics we need to discuss.”

Superintendents Sheila Soule 
(ANWSD) and Patrick Reen 
(MAUSD), who are not members 
of the committee, offered reasons 
for why a November vote would 
be less ideal than a March vote, 
chief among them the potential for 
negative impacts on future budgets 
and additional fi nancial hardships 
for both districts.

But committee member Carol 
McBride (Addison) expressed 
concerns about rushing things.

“If we try to hit that deadline for 
the benefi t of the school districts, 
the likelihood of the merger 

being passed is probably lower,” 
she said. “So by taking a really 
thorough approach, even though 
it’s longer, we have more time to 
sell it to the communities, if that’s 
the route we go. And I would hate 
to just put something out there, 
because it turns a lot of people off 
if your work is not done well the 
fi rst time.”

The committee voted 
unanimously to extend the 
deadline.

Its next meeting will be held on 
Oct. 4 at Vergennes Union High 
School.

Merger
(Continued from Page 1A)

has agreed to step in as road 
commissioner for the time being. 
But the question of accessing 
equipment and personnel to use it 
remains.

“It is true that the town does not 
own any road equipment other than 
a tank for spreading chloride on 
the roads to keep the dust down,” 
Cox said through an email to the 
Independent. “The equipment 
belonged to Maiden Lane 
Contractors, which Ron owned. 
The town contracted with Maiden 
Lane to do its road work. This 
worked for Ripton because 
many items of equipment had 
only minimal use for the town, 
but could frequently be used for 
private work.”

Wimett performed the town’s 
road repair tasks to the satisfaction 
of taxpayers, according to Cox. 
The arrangement with Wimett 
worked on many levels, she added.

“Ron put great pride in 
making Ripton’s roads good to 
drive on, whatever the season,” 
she said. “Most small towns in 
the state do not own their own 
equipment, or at least not most of 
it. Economically, it simply does 
not make sense.”

Ripton offi cials are now doing 
an analysis on which pieces of 
equipment were used the most 
and when they’re most likely to be 
needed, according to Cox.

“It’s possible that the town 
will ultimately need to buy some 
pieces, but that is a longer range 
decision,” she said.

At this point, the selectboard, 
is trying to determine how the 
more immediate road work (storm 
damage and winter plowing/
sanding) will get done.

“There are people in town with 
the skills and/or equipment to make 
this happen,” Cox said. “With that 
secure, we will focus on the longer 
range planning. It is possible that 
the roads may not always be 
maintained quite as well as they 
have been under Ron’s tenure. We 
may hit a pothole or a washboard 
section, and I hope when that 
happens, people will think of Ron 
and maybe say a little ‘thank you’ 
for the quality of roads for which 
we became accustomed.”

Wimett possessed a great 
institutional memory about 
all things Ripton, particularly 
regarding its infrastructure.

He graduated from Middlebury 
Union High school in 1973 
and continued working for his 
father’s business, Maiden Lane 
Contractors. He took over the 
business in 1990, pursuing private 
jobs while serving as a hands-on 
road commissioner.

Wimett
(Continued from Page 1A)

Wimett had served on the Ripton 
Selectboard for 36 years prior to 
his death, and also volunteered for 
a two-year stint on the Ripton Fire 
Department.

“He had made Ripton and all of 
its roads his home for his lifetime,” 
reads a line in his obituary.

So Hanson and Cox will need 
to appoint someone to serve in 
Wimett’s place until March, when 
the remaining year on his term will 
be up for grabs on Town Meeting 
Day. Applicants for the interim 
appointment were asked to submit 
their letters of interest by 7 p.m. on 
Sept. 20.

“Hopefully, there will be willing 
people, and we will be able to make a 
choice that will serve the town well, 
at least until that election,” Cox said.

She recalled that she, Bill Ford 
and Ron Wimett were all elected 
to the Ripton selectboard back 
in 1986, after all the incumbents 
passed on re-election.

“Ripton acquired an entirely 
new government,” Cox said. “All 
of us were in our 30s. There were 
many things we didn’t know, but 
we each had an array of skills and 
knowledge to bring to the table. The 
fact that we were all new meant that 
none of us had automatic seniority, 
and we immediately came to value 
that which the others had to offer.”

Many in Ripton continue to 
mourn Wimett’s passing.

Sanderson Funeral Home’s 
website gives friends and loved 
ones the option of leaving written 
messages about the deceased.

“We mourn the loss of a stalwart 
citizen of our town and caretaker 
of our community. May he rest in 
peace,” wrote Norman Tjossem.

“Truly irreplaceable, and already 
missed,” wrote Lauren Slayton.

Reporter John Flowers is 
at johnf@addisonindependent.
com.

RON WIMETT

the ACSD — have made the town’s 
path to independent status diffi cult 
and murky.

“We appreciate Ripton’s position, 
which is why we ultimately 
recommended that Ripton and 
ACSD try to fi nd a way to come 
together again,” VSBE Chair 
Oliver Olsen told the Independent 
during a Sept. 20 phone interview. 
“Because it’s clear to the board that 
that’s in the best interests of the 
kids in the region.”

Those advocating for Ripton’s 
withdrawal from the ACSD see 
it as a way to preserve Ripton 
Elementary for PreK-6 children, 
while tuitioning the older students 
to area middle- and high schools 
with the capacity to serve them. 
The ACSD has tentatively targeted 
Ripton, Bridport and Weybridge 
Elementary Schools for closure, 
due to declining enrollment and 
rising education costs.

Ripton offi cials are now learning 
that going solo is more complicated 
than they initially thought. They 
received an initial jolt on Aug. 
25 when Vermont Secretary of 
Education Daniel French said he’d 
recommend the VSBE designate 
Ripton its own school supervisory 
district, which would negate the 
prospect of the town affi liating 
with a nearby supervisory union 
for essential support services.

Still, some in Ripton held onto 
hopes the VSBE would decline 
French’s advice and instead pair 
the town with a school district 
in the region to provide support 
services that would otherwise be 
extremely diffi cult and expensive 
for Ripton to provide for itself. 

But when the VSBE re-
examined Ripton’s case on Sept. 
15, it urged the town to re-engage 
in conversations to remain in the 
ACSD, and report on progress on 
those talks in November. The 
state board added it would 
likely designate Ripton its own 
supervisory district (as French 
recommended) if its talks with 
ACSD fail, but not before July 1, 
2023 (instead of 2022).

“We went through, fairly 
exhaustively, the various options 
(that Ripton could pursue), and 
everyone concluded the options 
out there aren’t particularly good,” 
Olsen said.

State education offi cials said 
Ripton’s path might have been 
easier if it were able to link up with 
a pre-existing supervisory union or 
supervisory district in the region.

But here’s the problem.
Some of the candidates for a 

Ripton pairing indicated they’re 
too busy serving their current 
communities — as well as working 
through Act 46 consolidation — to 
take in Ripton. And other districts 
say accepting Ripton into the fold 
would force them (per state law) 
to revert to a supervisory union 
structure, which they believe would 
be unwieldy and less effi cient. 

One of the bi-products of that 
SU system: Creation of a new SU 
Board on which Ripton and the 
ACSD would both be allocated 
seats.  This new supervisory 
union could provide unequal 
representation, according to ACSD 
superintendent Peter Burrows, 
with the ACSD only having half 
of the seats on that board while 
representing more than 90% of the 

student population.
“The SU Board would shift 

current responsibility from the 
ACSD Board, including critical 
oversight of curricular direction 
and leadership,” Burrows wrote 
in s recent memo to his board that 
outline what he believes are several 
drawbacks to an SU format.

He said creation of an SU would 
also:

• Create a new governance 
structure that would provide an 
additional layer of leadership, 
“increasing the complexity 
required for ACSD to build on the 
work we have accomplished over 
the past four years.”

• Represent “a step backwards 
in our mission to provide equitable 
access for all students.”

• Result in the need 
for “locally voted, 
separate budgets (one 
for Ripton, one for 
the rest of the SU) 
that would make it 
harder to prioritize 
common initiatives 
related to curriculum, 
student services, and 
professional learning.”

• Would be more 
costly and less effi cient.

• Would make it 
harder for the new 
SU to hire and retain 
qualifi ed employees, 
due to the complexity 
of an SU.

• Could result in 
other districts withdrawing from 
ACSD, “which automatically 
creates secondary school choice 
for seceding districts,” Burrows 
said. “Ultimately, this could lead 
to both Middlebury Union Middle 
and High Schools left without 
belonging to any school district.”

Leaders of the White River Valley 
Supervisory Union (WRVSU) and 
the Otter Valley Unifi ed Union 
School District/Rutland Northeast 
Supervisory Union have both 
declined to partner with Ripton. 
Ripton offi cials had in particular 
hoped to forge a partnership with 
WRVSU.

“This decision is based on 
several factors,” reads an Aug. 23 
letter from the WRVSU board to 
French. “These include the large 
and expansive geography of our 
supervisory union, the additional 
time/resources that another 
district would require from our 
supervisory union staff, and fi scal 
factors that include additional costs 
for management of an additional 
district, special services, etc.”

Rutland Northeast offi cials 
expressed similar reservations in 
a May 17 letter from board Chair 
Laurie Bertrand to then-VSBE 
Chair John Carroll.

“The boards of the RNESU 
believe strongly that there are too 
many hurdles, whether structurally 
or fi nancially, which would arise 
from the addition of Ripton as a 
district to the RNESU,” she wrote. 
“As such, we cannot support any 
decision which would place Ripton 
within our district or supervisory 
union.”

Ultimately, the VSBE decided 
it wasn’t going to disregard the 
school districts’ concerns and force 
one of them to accept Ripton. So 
Ripton now faces the prospect of 
either forging an accord with the 
ACSD — which may or may not 

assure survival of its elementary 
school — or becoming its own 
supervisory district at great effort 
and cost.

“The issue at hand is that while 
Ripton wants to go it alone, it’s 
going to be very challenging,” 
Olsen said. “The other supervisory 
unions have made it very clear 
that taking Ripton in would have a 
negative effect on their systems. So 
we, as a board, have to balance the 
interests of what Ripton is trying 
to do, with the greater good, if you 
will. I think the board made it very 
clear it was not willing to sacrifi ce 
the greater good to advance the 
very specifi c objectives of Ripton.”

The Independent reached out 
to representatives of both the 
ACSD and Ripton school boards 

to get their respective 
takes on the VSBE’s 
latest directive and the 
possibility of fi nding 
common ground.

 “We will be 
discussing the current 
directive of the State 
Board of Education 
at our next board 
meeting (Sept. 27),” 
said ACSD board Chair 
Mary Cullinane. “I’m 
confi dent, that as a 
board, we will continue 
to work towards 
solutions that are in 
the best interests of the 
children and families 
we have been asked to 

serve.”
The board, at its Sept. 13 

gathering, discussed the perceived 
advantages and disadvantages of an 
SU structure. Board member Mary 
Heather Noble said the current 
ability of communities to withdraw 
from their respective school 
districts, gain independence, and 
then seek support services through 
an SU arrangement “essentially 
sets up a scenario where … 
(communities can say) ‘we still 
want the benefi ts of being in, but 
not the responsibilities of being in.’ 
And that’s a real concern for me.”

Ripton School Board members 
Molly Walsh and Steve Cash 
said they welcome another 
chance to speak with their ACSD 
counterparts.

Cash was asked if progress could 
be made if the ACSD holds fi rm in 
its previously stated position to 
shutter Ripton Elementary.

“If the district is going to stand 
fast with the position that they 
are going to close the Ripton 
school, that will be an admittedly 
tough place to start successful 
negotiations from,” he said. 
“However, we believe this is a 
chance for both of the parties 
working on this issue to examine 
it in a new light. Whether both of 
the parties involved will embrace 
different or changed perspectives 
remains to be seen, but we are 
hopeful that a positive solution can 
emerge. I also think it is important 
to remember that the VSBE did not 
ask ACSD and Ripton to merely 
talk, but to actively work on this 
and report back in November.”

He added the board doesn’t 
resent the VSBE for extending, 
by one year, Ripton’s potential 
independence.

“We feel the VSBE did their 
best to engage with the situation 
in a logical and realistic way, in 

Ripton
(Continued from Page 1A) the short time they had, and we 

appreciate their deliberations,” 
Cash said. “I do not feel this 
decision has nullifi ed the path 
voters have chosen for Ripton. 
In some processes things simply 
take longer than the time initially 
allocated. It remains to be seen 
whether Ripton’s independence 
simply takes longer than fi rst 
planned or if these discussions take 
us into uncharted waters.”

Witters said she hopes Ripton’s 
case serves as a catalyst for 
offi cials in Montpelier to assist in 
the survival of rural schools.

“This directive for consensus 
was handed down from the highest 
board in the state,” Witters said. “I 
hope now that other leaders in 
those positions of power recognize 
the imperative to take a close look 
at important educational fi nance 
legislation coming down the 
pipe. That is where they can truly 
help with this rural consolidation 
issue, by investing in a diverse 
educational landscape as an 
integral part of Vermont’s identity.”

Other Addison County 
communities are watching 
Ripton’s independence bid closely. 
Lincoln residents recently voted 
to withdraw from the Mount 
Abraham Unifi ed School District, 
a move that still must be endorsed 
by the four other MAUSD towns 
and the VSBE. Starksboro is also 
considering leaving the ACSD, and 
the town of Addison on Oct. 5 will 
hold a revote on whether to leave 
the Addison Northwest School 
District.

Asked if the VSBE’s current 
position on Ripton should be seen 
as a bellwether for other towns 
seeking independence, Olsen said, 
“I think it’s really important that 
voters in those other communities 
really think through the next steps 
and the impact such a decision 
would have on the education of their 
own students and the sustainability 
of whatever school district might 
remain … And what should also 
be really clear is there are a lot 
of unintended consequences that 
oftentimes are missed in the early 
stages of these types of things. 
We’re seeing that play out here in 
Ripton. 

“I think there was a lot of focus 
on the elementary school — and 
that was clearly a driving factor — 
but there’s a lot more complexity 
that hadn’t been fully vetted,” he 
added. “And now we’re having 
to grapple with those challenges. 
If I were in some of these other 
communities, I would be looking 
long and hard at some of the other 
details that sometimes get missed.”

Reporter John Flowers is 
at johnf@addisonindependent.com.

“We went 
through, fairly 
exhaustively, 
the various 
options (that 
Ripton could 
pursue), and 
everyone 
concluded the 
options out 
there aren’t 
particularly 
good.”

— VSBE Chair 
Oliver Olsen
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See what’s happening on the

The Independent asked a few community 
members to share their thoughts and memories of 
Middlebury College graduate Shabana Basij-Rasikh 
(’11), who co-founded an all-girls boarding school 
in her native city of Kabul, Afghanistan, and has 
received international recognition for her work 
advancing educational opportunities for girls in 
Afghanistan.

Here’s what they had to say:
******

Shabana has been in close touch with the 
Middlebury community since she graduated, and 
we have been awed by her courage, most especially 
visible in the recent months since she has had 
to leave Afghanistan and bring her school with 
her. She embodies the best of a liberal arts and 
sciences education, and we are so proud of her 
accomplishments and visionary leadership. We are 
excited to be partnering with her and SOLA (the 
School of Leadership-Afghanistan) in the future. 

— President Laurie Patton, Middlebury 
College

******
I worked with Shabana closely in a history 

seminar on ‘Women and Islam,’ where 16 of us 
discussed (and got into some great debates about) 
philosophical, theological, and historical questions 
regarding women’s rights — in marriage, education, 
and work — within different periods of Islamic and 
Middle East history. 

For Shabana, SOLA was often on her mind when 
we had these conversations, especially when we 
spoke of Muslim women activists and intellectuals 
fi ghting for women’s rights in their home countries. 
She admired them and was inspired by their work. 

In thinking about how to face her own challenges 
in Afghanistan, challenges that are as much 
theological and dogmatic as political and socio-
economic, she believed that SOLA could indeed 
produce positive and enduring changes for girls and 
women. — Febe Armanios, Associate Professor 
of History, Middlebury College

******
During Shabana’s time at Middlebury College, 

Sophie Logan, a Bridge School student, and I 
organized a fundraiser at the school. The band Vorcza 
played music, and about 50 or so people came. We 
raised around $1,000 for Shabana’s humanitarian 
projects in Afghanistan. She was already in the early 
stages of starting SOLA, as well as planning a well-
digging project for increasing access to clean water 
in remote villages. 

For Shabana, who nearly lost her opportunity to 
go to school, education was clearly a treasured way 
of engaging in life. She talked about her experience 
dressing as a boy and attending a secret school, and 
the stories about sneaking out of the house early 
in the morning, all in order to attend elementary 
school, had quite an impact on the younger listeners 
in the room. It was a very memorable night, and it 
felt good to come together as a community: both to 
listen to stories about Shabana’s past, but also to 
support her vision for the future. 

— Zim Pickens, Weybridge
******

(Developing SOLA) was a process.  It began with 
Ted Achilles, who fi rst created a school for Afghan 
women in Kabul. Shabana attended that school, 
after her harrowing clandestine school venture 
when she dressed as a boy. Ted mentored Shabana 
and she was his right-hand person. As he aged and 
had health issues, he gave Shabana more and more 
responsibilities for running this precursor to SOLA. 
Eventually ... it was all Shabana. 

The Davis Projects for Peace Award to (dig) wells 
in Afghanistan gave Shabana an understanding of 
how to work with Mullahs and other infl uential 
men in different communities. This journey was 
what prompted her to continue with the school 
bequeathed by Ted, which became SOLA, and to 
seek a designated, unique location for it. While at 
Middlebury, she convinced a Kabul Army general 
to hand over land for the school and construction 
began. This coincides with her fundraising. And the 
rest, as we say, is history. She accomplished all this 
before graduating. 

— Hector Vila, Associate Professor of Writing 
and Rhetoric, Middlebury College

nation of Rwanda where we intend 
to begin a semester abroad for our 
entire student body,” she wrote.

Two days later, on Aug. 26, 
suicide bombers and gunmen 
attacked the crowds around 
Kabul’s airport, including the 
checkpoint Basij-Rasikh had led 
her students through, killing at 
least 169 Afghans and 13 U.S. 
troops.

On Tuesday, SOLA Director 
of Communications Kevin Jones 
provided the Independent with 
guidance on telling Basij-Rasikh’s 
story without exposing the SOLA 
community to danger.
MIDD KIDD

In 2009, Middlebury Magazine 
published a very brief interview 
with then-sophomore Basij-
Rasikh. 

“How did you get here?” 
asked the Middlebury Fellows in 
Narrative Jounralism.

Her answer was short and sweet.
“There were some strong women 

who secretly taught girls in their 
living room. And it was a life risk 
for everyone.”

Basij-Rasikh, who was born and 
raised in Kabul by parents who 
placed a high value on education, 
regardless of the risk, attended a 
“secret school” while the Taliban 
was in power, and dressed as a boy 
to escort her older sister to school, 
she told the Independent in 2010.

“If they had caught us, they 
would be beheading teachers and 
punishing families and killing 
students,” she said.

With the help of a U.S. State 
Department Program, Basij-
Rasikh had obtained a student 
visa to complete high school in 
Wisconsin, and was then accepted 
to Middlebury College. 

She co-founded SOLA in 2008, 
after her fi rst year at Middlebury.

That same year, the Davis 
Projects for Peace program funded 
Basij-Rasikh’s proposal to build 
six wells across Afghanistan, 
which would provide nearly 6,000 
people with clean drinking water.

But nine years after the Taliban’s 
removal, girls were still struggling 
in Afghanistan, despite increased 
educational opportunities under the 
new regime, and as Basij-Rasikh 
worked toward her degree in 
International Studies and Women 
& Gender Studies at Middlebury, 
she was hearing stories about 
female students being poisoned or 
having acid thrown in their faces.

This prompted her to work even 
harder.

“One of the things that gives me 
personal motivation is that those 
girls, when we see them on TV, 
they say from their hospital bed, 
‘I am going to continue with my 
education; the only thing that can 
stop me is death,’” Basij-Rasik 
told the Independent. “They have 
a strong message to send to other 
girls.”

Still, she worried about what 
would happen if the Taliban came 
back.

“I personally would like to 
see the U.S. and international 
community stay in Afghanistan 
for a longer period,” she said. “At 
the moment, we are just beginning 
to rise up. In other words, we are 
not standing on our own feet yet. 
Whatever people in Afghanistan 
have accomplished so far in the 
past 10 years will go back to 
nothing if the U.S. or international 
community were to leave now.”
U.S. WITHDRAWAL

The U.S. invaded Afghanistan 
on Oct. 7, 2001, in response to the 
Sept. 11 terror attacks.

Shabana at MiddleburyGraduate
(Continued from Page 1A)

This past June Shabana Basij-Rasikh received an Alumni 
Achievement award from Middlebury College for accomplishments 
in advancing educational opportunities for girls in Afghanistan. 
Basij-Rasikh, who graduated from Middlebury in 2011, co-founded 
an all-girls boarding school in Kabul and successfully relocated it to 
Rwanda after last month’s collapse of the Afghan government.

Screenshot courtesy of Middlebury College

The following year, Afghan girls 
were invited to take school entrance 
exams, which would be required 
for placement because the Taliban 
had burned all of their records.

A decade later, Basij-Rasikh 
described her country’s progress in 
a TED talk.

“Under the Taliban, girls who 
went to school numbered in the 
hundreds ... but today, more than 
three million girls are in school in 
Afghanistan.”

But American patience with 
what seemed like an “endless war” 
began to run thin.

In February 2020, then President 
Donald Trump made a deal with 
the Taliban, outlining the terms for 
a U.S. withdrawal of its remaining 
13,000 troops by May 1, 2021. 
As part of the deal, to which the 
Afghan government was not a 
party, the Taliban promised to stop 
supporting and working with the 
terrorist group Al-Qaeda, which 
had been responsible for 9/11, and 
5,000 Taliban prisoners were to be 
released.

Afghan President Ashraf Ghani 
objected to this deal, saying the 
Afghan government had made no 
such commitment, but the Trump 
administration pressured him until 
he relented.

Over the next few months the 
U.S. cut troop levels, despite 
escalated violence by the Taliban.

In November 2020, Acting 
Secretary of Defense Christopher 
Miller announced the U.S. would 
reduce its forces to 2,500 by 
January.

Not long after President Joe 
Biden inherited the situation, U.S. 
generals declared the Taliban 
were not holding up their end 
of the bargain and violence was 
increasing.

Biden then delayed the fi nal U.S. 
troop withdrawal from May 1 to 
Sept. 11. 

Then he moved it up to Aug. 31.
Things did not go well and 

violence continued to escalate.
On Aug. 6, the Taliban took 

control of its fi rst province. Nine 
days later, on Aug. 15, the Taliban 
entered Kabul, President Ghani 
fl ed the country, the government 
collapsed, and the U.S. evacuated 
its diplomats from the city.

Last week, the Taliban Ministry 
of Education reopened schools 
for male students and teachers but 
did not mention girls or women. 
The following day, a Taliban 
spokesman told CNN that women 
would eventually be allowed to 
study in the country, but did not say 
when or how.

On Sunday, the mayor of Kabul 
told female government employees 
to stay home, unless they were doing 
jobs — like cleaning the women’s 

bathrooms — that couldn’t be done 
by men, CNN reported.

“My heart breaks for my 
country,” Basij-Rasikh wrote on 
Twitter last month. “I’ve stood in 
Kabul, and I’ve seen the fear, and 
the anger, and the ferocious bravery 
of the Afghan people. I look at my 
students, and I see the faces of the 
millions of Afghan girls, just like 
them, who remain behind.”
RECOGNIZED LEADER

After graduating from 
Middlebury, Basij-Rasikh received 
a master’s degree in public policy 
from Oxford University.

In 2018, she received one of 
Afghanistan’s highest national 
honors, the Malalai Medal.

Over the past 11 years she has 
been recognized for her leadership 
by a number of media outlets, 
including CNN International, 
Forbes, National Geographic and 
Glamour.

This past June, she received 
the Middlebury College Alumni 
Association’s Alumni Achievement 
Award in recognition of her 
accomplishments in providing 
educational opportunities for 
Afghan girls.

A video of the presentation and 

an hour-long conversation with 
Basij-Rasikh can be found at 
vimeo.com/564272505.

One of the biggest turning 
points of her life was coming to 
the United States to study, she told 
Janine Hetherington ’95.

“For the fi rst time, I found myself 
living in a society where girls didn’t 
have this looming threat over their 
heads that they were going to lose 
their education,” she said. “And 

that was so beautiful.”
Later in the conversation, Basij-

Rasikh talked about her students at 
SOLA.

“Without a doubt, they’re some 
of the bravest, funniest, smartest 
people — not just girls — I’ve ever 
met.”

Ten weeks later, she would help 
them escape Taliban-controlled 
Afghanistan so they could continue 
their studies.

On Sept. 16, the Washington Post
named Basij-Rasikh a contributor 
to its Global Opinions section.

“I’m truly honored to join @
washingtonpost,” she wrote on 
Twitter, “and with this platform I 
make a promise to Afghan girls, 
and all girls around the world: I see 
you, and I will never look away.”

To see what a few local residents 
have to say about Shabana Basij-
Rasikh, see our sidebar.
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proceeds in that direction and takes 
the land with it.”

It’s a situation that becomes even 
worse during major flood events, 
like Tropical Storm Irene. So the 
Otter Creek has been taking bites 
out of the embankment bordering 
the cemetery, at the same time 
sweeping away the remains of some 
of Weybridge’s earliest inhabitants.

No one knows how many bones 
have been lost to the restless 
waterway. Mason suspects Stow 
Cemetery has its share of unmarked 
graves, along with those fortunate 
enough to be adorned with now-
tilting, weathered tombstones 
etched with names long-since 
obscured by moss and wind-swept 
flotsam.

It was only thanks to the 
special efforts of Vermont State 
Archaeologist Francis “Jess” 
Robinson that Stow Cemetery’s 
most celebrated occupant, Josiah 
Clark, escaped an involuntary 
surrender to the creek. Clark (1757-
1835) was a Revolutionary War 
veteran who fought at the Battle 
of Bunker Hill in 1775. Robinson 
made an emergency trip to the 
cemetery a few years ago to deftly 
collect Clark’s remains for storage 
before the creek could claim his 
coffin.

Clark’s spouse and plot-mate, 
Lucy Bull Clark, has perhaps 
already lost her standoff with the 
creek; a team from the University of 
Vermont’s Consulting Archaeology 
Program (CAP) will sort that out 
as it disinters the remaining Stow 
Cemetery inhabitants, perhaps as 
soon as this fall.

Plans call for the Stow alumni 
to be re-interred about three miles 
away in the “Old Weybridge Hill 
Cemetery,” in the woods off of 
Route 23. Mason and current 
selectboard members knew 
there was enough room there to 
accommodate the Stow crew. And 
like the Stow Cemetery, the Old 
Weybridge Hill Cemetery is off 
the beaten path, and many of those 
interred there would have been 
contemporaries of their soon-to-be-

various clues through examination 
of the bones.

“Part of the goal of this, too, is 
to learn a little bit about standard 
nutrition and pathology of the 
individuals,” he said. “We’re doing 
this primarily to secure and preserve 
the site, and relocate remains, but 
it’s also an opportunity to look at 
individuals who lived during this 
period of time.”

It’ll be somewhat of a jigsaw 
puzzle, making sure the remains 
are as complete as possible, and 
trying to ascertain where graves 
might have once existed but have 
been lost during the ongoing detour 
of the Otter Creek.

The complexities of the project 
are actually fueling Crock’s 
excitement. Along with a need to 
carefully and sensitively extract and 
handle the remains — protecting 
them from the whims of Mother 
Nature — is the prospect of finding 
other graves and artifacts belonging 
to what were truly the region’s first 
settlers: Native Americans.

“The Otter Creek has long been 
known as a highway for Native 
Americans,” Crock said, alluding 
to the sustenance the waterway 
has long provided. The creek has 
thus dictated travel and settlement 
patterns for humans for many 
centuries.

“In this case, we’ll have to do 
archaeology from top to bottom,” 
Crock said.

He believes the remains his 
crew finds “should be fairly well 
preserved. It has a lot to do with 
the retention of moisture in the 
soil. It’s better drained than some 
areas, so typically there’s better 
preservation of bone.”

Through it all, Crock said he 
and his students will reflect on 
the contributions of the Stow 
Cemetery inhabitants’ lives, while 
being respectful. While Josiah 
Clark grabs a lot of headlines, all 
remains must be treated with equal 
importance.

For example, one of those 
interred at Stow Cemetery has a 
gravestone that no longer shares 
the deceased’s name, but notes he 

was “killed by the roll of a saw 
log” at age 20, on May 2, 1839.

Mason believes the Stow-Old 
Weybridge Hill Cemetery reburial 
project could top at $40,000. 
Having the UVM CAP program 
in charge of the effort is allowing 
the town to get the job done at a 
reduced price, as it will involve 
students working for academic 
credit, rather than money.

The town will likely be able to 
chip away at the financing of the 
project, rather than having to come 
up with the entire cost upfront, 
Mason said.

The Weybridge selectboard has 
pledged $2,000 in town funds 
toward the effort. Meanwhile, 
Selectman Charlie Jordan hopes 
to raise another $3,000 through 
a raffle of equipment donated by 
Taylor Rental. Raffle tickets can be 
purchased through Jordan, and at 
the Weybridge Town Clerk’s office.

The Sons and Daughters of 
the American Revolution groups 
have expressed a willingness to 
contribute to the effort, and VOCA 
has set up an account for donations, 
according to Mason.

Asked why he’s become 
so devoted to the cemeteries 
project, Mason replied, “I feel 
warmly toward people who, for 

whatever reason, chose to come to 
Weybridge.”

He joked he’s always felt 
comfortable in a cemetery 
environment; one of his first 
childhood jobs was in a graveyard.

“It’s not threatening to me, 
meaning I’m not afraid to be in 
cemeteries,” he said with a smile.

“We’re delighted to live in 
Weybridge, and this is a way to 
give something back. I’m happy to 
do it.”

Jordan’s family has provided 
stewardship for various Weybridge 
cemeteries for three generations. 
He has a relative — Revolutionary 
War veteran Justus Sturtevant — 
who is buried at the Old Weybridge 
Hill Cemetery.

“I have ties to most of the 
cemeteries in town,” Jordan said. 
“My grandfather and my aunt 
passed away before I was born, 
but I’ve always had a tie to the 
cemetery, visiting relatives.”

Weybridge selectboard member 
Megan Sutton has done great 
research on the cemeteries and is 
completely on board with the task 
at hand.

“It’s kind of a no-brainer; it feels 
like a community obligation, is 
how I look at it,” Sutton said.

And with the Otter Creek a 

constant threat, Sutton said, “it 
didn’t feel like we had time to sit 
back and wait.”

Weybridge officials are hoping 
for a great turnout at the Saturday, 
Oct. 9 community workday at the 
Old Weybridge Hill Cemetery. 
Volunteers of all ages are asked 
to help out from 8 a.m. to noon 
as there will be a variety of tasks, 
ranging from picking up sticks 
to straightening and cleaning 
headstones. 

Helpers are asked to park in 
the lot across from the Monument 
Farms Dairy at 2107 James Road. 
The lot is adjacent to an old brick 
building at the intersection of James 
Road, Route 23 and Quaker Village 
Road. The path to the cemetery is 
just south of the mailbox for 2537 
Weybridge Road (Rt. 23). The town 
of Weybridge will supply signs to 
guide participants and warn drivers 
of pedestrians.

Those who can’t physically help 
can write a check.

“We would welcome 
contributions from people in 
town,” Mason said.

Anyone wishing to volunteer 
labor or donate money to the Stow 
Cemetery cause should contact 
Don Mason at dkmason@gmavt.
net.

FORMER WEYBRIDGE SELECTMAN Don Mason has been spearheading an effort to exhume human 
remains from the deteriorating Stow Cemetery and reinter them in the Old Weybridge Hill Cemetery off 
Route 23. Stow Cemetery, located off Gooseneck Bend Road, is losing remains to the adjacent Otter Creek.
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Cemetery 
(Continued from Page 1A)

new neighbors.
“This seemed like the most 

appropriate place for them to go,” 
Weybridge Selectman Charlie 
Jordan said.

“Both cemeteries are in a defunct 
state where the town takes care of 
the cemetery itself.”

Weybridge officials have 
flagged a vacant swath of the Old 
Weybridge Hill Cemetery that’s 
believed to be vacant. Just to 
make sure, they’ll have a loader 
scrape down the first four of five 
inches of soil to ensure there are no 
unmarked graves below, according 
to Mason.

John Crock is an associate 
professor of Anthropology at 
UVM and also serves as director 
of the university’s CAP program. 
He’s looking forward to leading 
his students through the Stow-
Old Weybridge Hill Cemeteries 
project. It will provide them with 
valuable hands-on experience, 
transporting them through history 
while allowing them to pick up 

WEYBRIDGE OFFICIALS 
HAVE organized a volunteer 
workday at the Old Weybridge 
Hill Cemetery off Route 23  on 
Oct. 9. Participants will be asked 
to assist with jobs ranging from 
picking up sticks to straightening 
and cleaning headstones.
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By ANDY KIRKALDY
BRISTOL — Just when it 

began to look like the host Mount 
Abraham Union High School boys’ 
soccer team had done enough to 
hold on for a tie on Saturday vs. 
visiting Middlebury, the Tigers 
broke through with 2:05 remaining 

TIGER SENIOR DEFENDER Greg Wilhelm heads the ball as Eagle 
senior back Henry Cogswell leaps in to try to block the ball during 
Saturday’s game at Mount Abraham, won by MUHS in double 
overtime.

Photo courtesy of  Mark Bouvier

TIGER JUNIOR STRIKER Ronen Silberman hurdles Eagle senior goalie Creed Stillwell, who has just 
raced off his line to beat Silberman to the ball. Eagle junior defender Gavin Bannister (21) and senior 
defender Neil Guy look on during the Tigers double overtime victory.

Photo courtesy of  Mark Bouvier

Tiger boys defeat Mt. Abe in double overtime
in the second overtime period. 

The game-winner came 
moments after Eagle senior 
goalie Creed Stillwell had made 
arguably the best of his eight 
saves, coming off his line to deny 
Tiger junior Zach Wilkerson from 
point-blank range. Wilkerson 

had cut in from the right side on 
a feed from junior teammate Eliot 
Schneider.

But the Tigers kept pressing, 
and sophomore Eddie Fallis 
served from the left. The ball 
bounced through to Wilkerson on 
the right side of the Eagle box, 

and this time his hard low shot 
from about 10 yards beat Stillwell 
to the near side and triggered a 
joyous Tiger celebration.

Wilkerson’s strike ended a 
spirited duel between the local 
rivals in which the Tigers held 
an edge in play, but the Eagles 
also had their chances — MUHS 
junior goalie Owen Lawton (three 
saves) retreated and leapt high 
in the fi nal minute of regulation 
to haul down Eagle senior right 
wing Sawyer Shepard’s blast 
from outside the box, to name 
one.

After an unsettled start the 
Eagle defense led by senior center 
back Neil Guy also better handled 
the Tigers’ aggressive probing for 
breakaways, catching the MUHS 
forwards offsides seven or eight 
times.

Both fi rst-year coaches found 
positives afterward.

“It was a fair result,” said MUHS 
Coach Chris George, whose team 
improved to 3-1. “It could have 
been more. It didn’t feel like they 
really threatened us, which was 
good. That’s a really important 
takeaway for us.”

George said he had confi dence 
the Division II Tigers — who had 
lost to D-I Mount Mansfi eld, 3-0, 
two days before and will host D-I 
Rutland on Monday — would fi nd 
a way to pull it out, and his players 
shared that feeling.

(See Tiger boys, Page 4B)

HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS
Football

9/17 St. Albans vs. MUHS ..................17-7
9/18 Fair Haven vs. Mt. Abe  ............21-17 
9/18 OV vs. Oxbow  ............................26-0

Field Hockey
9/15 Colchester vs. MUHS ...................3-1
9/17 Mt. Abe vs. MUHS ........................8-0
9/18 OV vs. Brattleboro ........................5-0
9/21 S. Burlington vs. MUHS ............... 8-0
9/21  Burr & Burton vs. OV  ..................2-0

Girls’ Soccer
9/15 Fair Haven vs. MUHS ...................3-3 
9/15 OV at West Rutland ....... Ppd. to 10/5
9/15 Enosburg vs. VUHS ............. 2-1 (OT)
9/18 Rutland vs. MUHS  .......................3-0 
9/18 Colchester vs. Mt. Abe  .................6-0
9/21 MUHS vs. Mt. Abe ............... 1-0 (OT)
9/21 Rice vs. VUHS ..............................3-0
9/22 Hartford at OV ............................Late

Boys’ Soccer
9/16 Woodstock vs. OV ............... 2-1 (OT)
9/16 Mt. Mansfi eld vs. MUHS ...............3-0 
9/17 VUHS vs. Fair Haven ...................4-0 
9/18 Hartford vs. OV .............................2-0 
9/18 MUHS vs. Mt. Abe  ............ 1-0 (2OT)
9/20 MUHS vs. Rutland ........................6-0 
9/21 Fair Haven at OV ................. 4:30 PM 
9/22 MVU at MUHS  ...........................Late 
9/22 Rice at VUHS ............................ Late
9/22 Milton at Mt. Abe .........................Late 

COLLEGE SPORTS
Field Hockey

9/18 Midd. vs. Bowdoin ........................3-1
9/19 Midd. vs. Babson ..........................4-1

Men’s Soccer
9/18 Midd. vs. Bowdoin ........................1-0
9/21 Midd. vs. Framingham ..................2-0

Women’s Soccer
9/15 Midd. vs. Plattsburgh ....................2-1
9/18 Midd. vs. Bowdoin ........................1-0
9/21 Midd. vs. Castleton. ......................2-0

Football
9/18 Williams vs. Midd. .....................41-13

SCHEDULE
HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS

Football
9/24 Mt. Abe at Spaulding .............   7 PM 
9/24 Hartford at MUHS  ...................7 PM
9/25 Mill River at OV  .......................1 PM
10/1 Rutland at MUHS  ....................7 PM
10/2 N. Country at Mt. Abe  .............3 PM 
10/2 Windsor at OV .........................3 PM

Field Hockey
9/23 MMU at MUHS ........................4 PM
9/23 SBHS at Mt. Abe  .....................4 PM
9/25 Essex at MUHS  .................... 10 AM
9/25 Springfi eld at OV ................... 11 AM
9/27 Mt. Abe at CVU  .......................4 PM 
9/29 MUHS at Essex ......................  4 PM
9/29 OV @ Fair Haven ....................4 PM
9/29 Rice at Mt. Abe ........................4 PM
10/2 Mt. Abe at MUHS .....................3 PM

Girls’ Soccer
9/23 Mt. Abe at Milton .................4:30 PM
9/24 Rice at MUHS .....................4:30 PM
9/25 MSJ at OV ............................. 10 AM
9/25 GMVS at VUHS ..................... 11 AM 
9/28 OV at Mill River ...................4:30 PM
9/29 Mt. Abe at Rice ...................4:30 PM
9/29 MUHS at Rutland  ....................6 PM
9/29 Milton at VUHS ...................4:30 PM 
10/1 OV at Springfi eld   ...................4 PM
10/2 MUHS at VUHS .......................3 PM 
10/2 Mt. Abe at Rutland ...................2 PM
10/2 MUHS at VUHS  ......................3 PM

Boys’ Soccer
9/24 Green Mountain at OV ........4:30 PM
9/25 Missisquoi at VUHS ............1:30 PM
9/25 Mt. Abe at MUHS  .................. 10 AM
9/27 Hartford at OV ....................4:30 PM 
9/28 MUHS at VUHS  .................4:30 PM
9/28 Mt. Abe at Rice ...................4:30 PM
10/1 VUHS at Mt. Abe .....................4 PM
10/1 Milton at MUHS  ......................4 PM
10/1 OV at MAU  .............................4 PM 

  Cross Country
9/28.…………….MUHS/VUHS at Mt. Abe 
10/2………………... ..Thetford Invitational 

COLLEGE SPORTS
Field Hockey

9/25 Midd. at Hamilton .....................Noon

9/26 Midd. at St. John Fisher ...........Noon
9/28 Midd. at Skidmore ....................4 PM
10/2 Midd. at Conn. ....................2:30 PM

Men’s Soccer
9/25 Midd. at Hamilton ................1:30 PM
10/2 Midd. at Conn. ....................2:30 PM

Women’s Soccer
9/25 Midd. at Hamilton ................... 11 AM
9/26 St. Lawrence at Midd. ..............2 PM
10/2 Midd. at Conn. .................. 11:30 AM

Football
9/25 Bates at Midd. ..........................1 PM
10/2 Midd. at Trinity .........................1 PM

EAGLE  JUNIOR MIDFIELDER Lucy Parker leaps to head the ball away from Middlebury midfi elder Lia Robinson in the fi rst half of the 
Eagles’ 1-0 home loss to the Tigers on Tuesday.

Independent photo/Steve James

Tiger girls topple Eagles in overtime
By ANDY KIRKALDY

BRISTOL — It often seems 
to be the case that records mean 
little when county teams collide. 

The Middlebury girls’ soccer 
team came to Bristol on Tuesday 
at 3-1-1 to face 0-4 Mount 
Abraham, but it didn’t take long 
for the Tigers to learn the feisty 
Eagles would give them all they 
could handle. 

Ultimately, MUHS prevailed 
in the Division II matchup, but 
it took 3:18 of overtime and a 

perfect penalty kick by senior Ivy 
Doran to produce the Tigers’ 1-0 
victory. 

That came after the Eagles — 
whose losses had all come to 
strong D-I programs — for the 
most part relentlessly disrupted 
the Tigers’ preferred ball-control 
approach, especially in a fi rst half 
in which they outshot MUHS, 5-3, 
and forced goalie Julia Bartlett to 
make three of her four saves. 

“Mount Abe defi nitely brought 
more energy to the game,” said 

Tiger Coach Reeves Livesay. 
“They did a great job of winning 
50-50 balls and really putting us 
under pressure. We weren’t able 
to have the possession in play that 
we like to have.”

Eagle Coach Dustin Corrigan 
said he wasn’t surprised to see 
his team harass the Tigers so 
effectively because the Eagles 
have learned how to defend 
while playing Burlington, South 
Burlington, Mount Mansfi eld and 
Colchester.

“Those four opponents were 
a level up. So from that, we’ve 
gotten fairly well organized 
defensively,” Corrigan said.

The trick now, he added, 
is to become more effective 
offensively, something they 
showed only at times on Tuesday.

“We’ve also spent so much 
time defending desperately we 
haven’t had much of the ball in 
the offensive end,” Corrigan said. 
“Today, we were able to get on 

(See Tiger girls, Page 2B)

ScoreScore ScheduleSchedule&BOARD
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presents the 2021 Garden Game

More info online at addisonindependent.com
*Please note: Each individual is eligible to win one gi�  certi� cate, even if they 
win multiple categories.

We only had two Garden Game submissions this week but they were both 
top contenders! 

Pam Thomas brought in the � rst rhubarb of the season. With a stalk 
length of 18” and a 24” x 20” leaf, this beauty takes the lead in not only the 
rhubarb category, but also leafy green. Pam said this tart veggie is destined 
for strawberry rhubarb pie. Yum!

Our other entry this week was a colossal potato grown by Kelley Mills. At 
8.5” long and 11” circumference, Kelley’s spud now ranks as number one in 
the potato category. She was excited to cook this potato to see if it’s hollow 
inside. Since it’s so hearty looking, she’s betting it’s nice and � eshy.

Fall may of� cially be here but there’s still plenty of time to claim vegetal 
victory in this year’s competition. � ere are still a few categories without 
any submissions and it’s been a while since we’ve seen an entry for the nail-
biting Giant Tomato Saga of 2021 so submit your entry online or come 
on down to our o�  ce and enter the game!

Play the Garden Game!
Do you have veggies to share in our pages? We welcome entries from any 
of the below categories. Bring your entry into our o�  ce between 9am and 
4pm Monday-Friday and we’ll measure it and snap a photo. Each week 
we’ll publish new entries and update our frontrunners for each category in 
the contest. At the end of the season, each category winner* will be eligible 
to receive a gi�  certi� cate from our Garden Game sponsor, Middlebury 
Agway.

Kicking o�  the week was Pamela Thomas with our � rst 
asparagus of the season, clocking i

CATEGORIES & FRONT-RUNNERS: 
• Asparagus (length x circumference) - Pamela Thomas, 29.75” x 2.75”  

• Beet (circumference) - Barbara Pelton, 11”

• Broccoli (diameter) - Pamela Thomas, 15.5”

• Cabbage (circumference) - Fran Putnam, 22.5”

• Cantaloupe (circumference)

• Carrot (length x circumference)

• Caulifl ower (diameter)

• Corn (length x circumference)

• Cucumber (length x circumference) - Barbara Pelton, 18” x 8.5”

• Eggplant (circumference x circumference) - Ted Foster, 22.25” x 18”

• Fennel (length x circumference)

• Green bean (length) - Gary Miller, 28.5”

• Kohlrabi (circumference)

• Leafy greens (length x width - leaf only) - Pamela Thomas, 24” x 20” 

• Leek (length x circumference) 

• Melon (circumference) - Pamela Thomas, 34”

• Onion (circumference) - Ed Blechner, 14”

• Parsnip (circumference) - Ted Foster, 4.75”   

• Potato (length x circumference) - Kelley Mills, 8.5” x 11”

• Pepper (circumference x circumference) - Gary Miller, 12.75” x 14.5”

• Pumpkin (circumference x circumference) - Fran Putnam, 58” x 46.5”

• Radish (circumference) - Roger Scarborough, 10”

• Rhubarb (length) - Pamela Thomas, 18”

• Rutabaga (circumference)

• Summer squash (length x circumference) - Enea Ancarani, 13” x 14.75”

• Sunfl ower (diameter) - Barbara Pelton, 18”

• Tomato (circumference) - Lisa Maloney, 17.75”

• Turnip (circumference) - Mike Chicoine & Vera Bergeron, 16”

• Winter squash (length x circumference) - Barbara Pelton, 12.5” x 15.25”

• Zucchini (length x circumference) - Sebastian Ancarani, 22.75” x 19”

WEST HAVEN — Three area 
drivers picked up wins at Devil’s 
Bowl Speedway on Saturday, 
one of them clinching a series 
championship in the process, and 
two more drivers remain in the 
thick of the race for the titles in 
the dirt track’s top two series.

Orwell’s Ray Hanson clinched 
the 500cc Mini Sprints series 
championship early in the 
evening, taking the lead in the 
fourth circuit of the 15-lap race 
and cruising to his 11th victory 
of the summer. New Hampshire’s 
Kamden Duffy trailed in second, 
Monkton’s Kaidin White was 
fifth, and Orwell’s Roger LaDuc 
took fifth. 

Middlebury’s Austin Comes 
prevailed in a 25-lap Limited 
Sportsman feature, earning his 
fourth win of the season. By 
finishing first while series leader 
Troy Audet of Bridport was sixth, 
Comes sliced 12 points off Audet’s 
championship lead and now trails 
by just 23 points as they duel for 
the title. New Haven’s Alex Layn 
finished fourth.

In the headline 30-lap Sportsman 
Modified race, New York driver 
Jimmy Davis took advantage 
of a 19th-lap restart to take the 
lead and held off Castleton’s 
Mike Fisher for the win. It was 
Davis’ first win at Devil’s Bowl 
in 24 years. Shoreham’s Jimmy 

Ryan, Leicester’s Adam Piper and 
Shoreham’s Anthony Warren ran 
3-4-5.

Series championship contenders 
Justin Comes of Middlebury and 
Tim LaDuc of Orwell finished 8th 
and 12th, respectively, and Comes 
holds a lead of 18 points over his 
country rival.

Area drivers swept two Mini 
Stock races, a 15-lap A feature 
and a 10-lap B feature.

In the A feature, Brandon’s 
Mark Mahoney nipped Cornwall’s 
Brian Blake by three feet at 
the finish line to claim the win. 
Orwell’s Daryl Gebo took fourth, 
but still trails Ripton’s Chris 
Sumner, who was sixth, by 37 

points in the title race. Cornwall’s 
Jake Barrows finished fifth as 
local racers claimed five out of the 
top six slots. 

In the B feature, East 
Middlebury’s Joe Malzac led all 
10 laps for his first Devil’s Bowl 
victory in 34 years of racing. 

In a 15-lap Super Stock feature 
New York driver Jim McKiernan 
posted a coast-to-coast win in 
the season finale for the series, 
with Granville, N.Y., driver Paul 
Braymer in second. Fair Haven’s 
Chris Murray finished third, a 
result good enough to claim the 
championship in the division over 
Braymer.

By ANDY KIRKALDY
ADDISON COUNTY — 

Only Otter Valley prevailed 
among local high school 
football teams this past 
weekend, as the Otters 
won on the road to remain 
unbeaten in Division III.  
Middlebury took its first loss 
by falling on the road, and the 
Mount Abraham-Vergennes 
collective squad fell just short 
of its first victory.
TIGERS

Host BFA-St. Albans took 
advantage of field position for 
all three of its scores to knock 
off the D-I Tigers on Friday, 
17-7. After one first-quarter 
punt pinned the Tigers on their 
two, BFA held, and a short 
punt led to a 7-0 Bobwhite lead 
on a Cole Montague 30-yard 

touchdown pass to Dakota 
Wry on a fourth-and-16 play.

The Tigers tied the game 
with a 94-yard second quarter 
drive capped by a Gavin 
McNulty rushing TD. The 
Tigers had a chance to take the 
lead late in the second quarter, 
but were stopped on fourth-
and-short at the BFA 11 after 
opting not to kick a field goal. 
Other than the long drive, the 
Tiger offense managed just 
five first downs.

Early in the fourth quarter, 
BFA kicker Gavin Fraties on a 
Tiger punt attempt, BFA added 
its final points on a 1-yard 
Montague run with 7:15 to go. 

Seneca Durocher led BFA 
with 11 carries for 58 yards. 
McNulty ran seven times for 
55 of the total 162 Tiger yards 

on the ground. Both teams are 
2-1. 
OTTERS

The Otters defeated host 
Oxbow on Saturday, 26-0. 

The Otters improved to 3-0 
and are one of three unbeaten 
teams in D-III along with 
Fairfax and Windsor. Fairfax 
is in first place in the Quality 
Points Rating index, which is 
based on strength of schedule, 
with OV and Windsor tied for 
second.

OV quarterback Luca Polli 
threw for three touchdowns 
vs. Oxbow. Two of the those 
scoring tosses went to Brady 
Diaz, and Polli also connected 
with Caleb Whitney for six 
points. Diaz rushed for the 
Otters’ fourth touchdown. 

OV will look to move to 4-0 

on Saturday, when winless Mill 
River visits for a 1 p.m. game 
on the Otters’ homecoming 
weekend. At halftime of that 
game, a ceremony will honor 
the 2021 and 2020 classes of 
inductees into the Otter Valley 
Hall of Fame. 
EAGLES

On Saturday, the Eagles 
took a 17-7 lead late in the 
first half in their best effort 
of the fall, but could not hang 
on as visiting D-II rival Fair 
Haven (2-1) rallied for a 21-
17 victory. 

The 0-3 Eagles on Friday 
night will look to break 
through on the road in another 
D-II matchup, this one vs. 
Spaulding (1-2). 

Otter Valley is week’s only winner in football

the front foot a little more often, 
and it took us a while to get used 
to that again and play a little 
more purposefully, finding a little 
more time and space on the ball 
on the attack.”

Certainly, both defenses and 
goalies deserve credit for all the 
scoreless play. 

Sophomores Natalie Atkins 
and Annie Dufault anchored the 
Eagles in the middle in the back, 
and sophomore Patty McEnerny 
and seniors Sophie Venman and 
Elena Bronson held down the 
flanks. Sophomore goalie Jo Toy 
allowed only the PK past her and 
made six saves.

At midfield, junior center 
middies Lucy Parker and 
Cassandra Guillemette did much 
of the disruption for Mount Abe.

At the other end, the Tiger 
backs held their own, even 
without injured center back Zoe 

Noble, who Livesay hopes can 
return this season. Doran was a 
rock in the middle, freshman Elsa 
Burrows filled in ably for Noble, 
and sophomores Amelia Quesnel 
and Harper Werme held down the 
flanks. 

Eagle freshman striker Louisa 
Parker had the first Eagle chance 
seven minutes in, and two minutes 
later Toy was positioned well to 
deny Tiger middie Lia Robinson 
from outside the box. 

Chances remained few for both 
sides until the final 14 minutes. 

Then Bartlett had to deny 
junior Eagle striker Maia Jensen’s 
hard shot from the 18, and three 
minutes later Parker kept winning 
battles down the left side until 
she reached the box and fired on 
Bartlett. She blocked the shot, 
and then smothered Jensen’s 
rebound bid. 

Toy made a key save as the 
Tigers quickly countered. Tiger 

middie Hannah Turner sent 
freshman striker Lily Dame in 
alone on Toy, but she came out 
to cut down the angle and snare 
Dame’s low bid from near the 
penalty stripe.

The Tigers had an edge in play 
in the second half and overtime, 
outshooting Mount Abe, 7-3. 

“The second half we worked 
hard and were able to settle into 
the game a little bit more. But 
it was certainly still back and 
forth,” Livesay said.  

Toy came out to snatch a Doran 
direct kick in the 11th minute, and 
Robinson missed wide right on a 
Turner feed in the 20th minute. In 
the later going, Bartlett saved a 
Parker bid from long range, and 
Burrows did well to defend a 
dangerous Dufault free kick. Toy 
pounced on a loose ball to snuff 

out the Tiger final threat, and it 
was on to OT.
In extra time, Toy made two 

good plays, one to come out 
and deny Tiger junior striker 
Cady Pitner and then a save on 
Robinson. But she had no chance 
on Doran’s penalty into the lower 
left corner. 

The coaches agreed it was a 
tough way for the Eagles to lose.

“The end of the game was a 
little unfortunate,” Livesay said. 
“It was really not what the game 
deserved. It was a great even 
game.” 

Still, Corrigan saw a hopeful 
effort.  

“It’s a hard way for our girls to 
lose that match after putting so 
much into it,” he said. “But it’s 
something I think we can build 
from.”

Tiger girls 
(Continued from Page 1B)

Four locals claim Devil’s Bowl wins

WILLISTON — Two 
Middlebury Union High School 
cross-country runners cracked 
the top 20 at another major 
meet this past weekend, the 
Burlington Invitational, held at 
the Catamount Family Outdoor 
Center in Williston.

Senior Ella Landis finished 
14th to pace the Tiger girls, 
and senior Nat McVeigh came 
in 17th to lead the Tiger boys, 
both in personal record times.

The Division II Tiger 
boys finished fifth among 
nine schools of mostly D-I 
competition, while the Tiger 
girls were seventh out of 10 
schools that fielded full squads 
of five scoring runners.

Two Vergennes runners 
competed. Calder Rakowski 
was 50th in the boys’ race 
in 20:32, and Torrey Hanna 
came in 63rd in the girls’ event 
in 31:26.3. Mount Abraham 
runners were idle this past 
weekend. 

BFA-St. Albans won the 
boys’ race, and Bobwhite 
Jacob Tremblay came in first in 
16:00.9.

The Tiger boys’ scorers and 
their times were: 17. McVeigh, 
17:32.1; 26. Baxter Harrington, 
18:06; 28. Ben Munkres, 
18:17.6; 36. Baker Nelson, 
19:07.9; and Aiden Chance, 
19:26.73.

Harwood cruised to a win in 
the girls’ race with Highlander 
standout Ava Thurston taking 
first in 18:24.9.

The Tiger girls’ scorers 
and their times were: 14. 
Landis, 20:58.9; 26. Beth 
McIntosh, 21:37.1; 30. Seina 
Dowegiewicz, 21:48.8; 33. Ava 
Schneider, 22:31.7; and 46. 
Fairley Olson, 25:10.6. 

The Tigers and Commodores 
will visit Mount Abraham 
on Tuesday, and all the local 
teams will attend the Thetford 
Invitational on Oct. 2. 

 

SENIOR ELLA LANDIS was 
the top Tiger female runner 
at Saturday’s Burlington 
Invitational, held at the 
Catamount Family Outdoor 
Center in Williston. She ran a 
personal best.

Photo courtesy of Joe McVeigh

SENIOR NAT MCVEIGH ran a 
personal best time as the top 
MUHS male finisher at Saturday’s 
Burlington Invitational, held at 
the Catamount Family Outdoor 
Center in Williston.

Photo courtesy of Joe McVeigh

Cross Country runners 
achieve personal bests

TIGER GOALIE JULIA Bartlett grabs the ball on the goal line 
as Eagle forward Maia Jensen falls on top of her in the first half 
of Middlebury Union High School’s 1-0 overtime win in Bristol on 
Tuesday.

                Independent photo/Steve James

ADDISON COUNTY — 
Middlebury and Otter Valley union 
high school golfers were in action on 
Monday.

The Tigers competed along with 
BFA-St. Albans and a non-scoring 
North Country contingent, finishing 
behind BFA, 198-215, at the 
Enosburg Country Club.

Colin MacGuffie led the Tigers 
with a 39 over the nine-hole 
competition, just two strokes off the 
pace set by medalist Austin Giroux of 
North Country.

The other Tiger scores were 
Shannon Gillett, 53; Owen Hamilton, 
54; and Ben Fuller, 69.

OV sent four members of its golf 
team to the Woodstock Country club 
to compete with Woodstock, Fair 
Haven and Mill River golfers on 
Monday.

Lacking scoring teams of four, the 
Otters competed as individuals in the 
nine-hole match. Matt Bryant led the 
OV boys with a 49, and teammate 
Jordan Beayon shot a 51. Medalist 
honors went to the Wasps’ Ethan 
Dean, who shot a 40. Woodstock 
won the team event. 

On the girls’ side for the Otters, 
Anna Lee shot a 66, and Elena 
Politano came in at 68. Fair Haven’s 
Maddy Eagan earned girls’ medalist 
honors with a 57. No girls’ team had 
enough competitors to score as a 
group.

MUHS, OV 
golfers vie
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Tops in the class
IVY DORAN, LEFT, and Eddie Hodde, now MUHS seniors, were named last week as the 2021 winners of the school’s Dorey Cup. 

Administrators presented the award, normally given in the spring, this fall, when relaxed COVID restrictions allowed students to 
attend a ceremony. Dorey Cups are awarded to male and female members of the junior class who have demonstrated excellence in 
athletic ability, leadership, scholarship, and “moral integrity and habits.” Dorey Cups have been awarded since the 1920s. 
 

ADDISON COUNTY — In local 
high school fi eld hockey action 
during the past week, Mount 
Abraham remained undefeated, 
including a win at Middlebury’s 
expense; Otter Valley split a pair 
of games, including absorbing its 
fi rst loss; and the Tigers remained 
in search of their fi rst victory.
EAGLES - TIGERS
On Friday, the host Eagles 
blanked the Tigers, 8-0, pulling 
away with a 5-0 third quarter in 
which Molly Laurent scored 
three times. Maddie Gile found 

the cage twice early on to give 
Mount Abe the lead, while 
Morgan Barnard and Sarah 
Heath each had a goal and an 
assist. Sarah Campbell scored 
and Ava Konczal set up two 
goals. 
Goalie Cassie Bettis made nine 
saves for the Tigers, while the 
Eagles improved to 4-0.
TIGERS
On Sept. 15, Colchester left 
MUHS with a 3-1 victory. Fiona 
McHugh scored twice for the 
Lakers, and goalie Trinity Conley 

made three  saves. Tiger senior 
Talia Cotroneo scored to break 
the program’s long scoreless 
streak, with an assist from 
Scarlet Carrara, and Bettis 
made 14 saves.   
On Tuesday, host South 
Burlington blanked MUHS, 8-0. 
Six Wolves scored, and SB goalie 
Izzy Redzic fended off eight 
Tiger shots. Bettis made eight 
saves as the Tigers fell to 0-4.
OTTERS
On Saturday, OV defeated host 
Brattleboro, 5-0, as Riley Keith 

netted a hat trick. Sydney Gallo 
and Ryleigh Laporte, assisted by 
Brittney Jackson, also scored, 
and OV goalie Lily Morgan 
stopped the only shot she faced. 
On Tuesday, visiting Burr & 
Burton knocked off the Otters in 
a duel of two strong Division II 
programs. Burr & Burton, which 
lost in the 2020 fi nal to the Eagles, 
got a pair of goals from Lili Zens 
and one save from goalie Mac 
Thuermer. Morgan made nine 
saves for the 4-1-1 Otters.
 

ADDISON COUNTY — In 
area high school boys’ soccer 
action between Sept. 15 and 21, 
Vergennes remained unbeaten, 
Middlebury split two games 
and also visited Mount Abe on 
Saturday (see story), and Otter 
Valley won once in three outings. 

COMMODORES
On Sept. 17, the Commodores 

improved to 3-0 with a 4-0 
victory at Fair Haven. Jonah 
Mahé converted a penalty kick 
12 seconds into the game, and 
Elijah Duprey, from Shamus 
Rooney, made it 2-0 in the 17th 
minute. 

Parker Kayhart, in the 33rd 
minute, made it 3-0, and Rooney 
added a second-half strike. Jack 
Wyman assisted both of those 
goals. Slater goalie Kole Matta 
made eight saves, and VUHS 
keeper Abram Francis stopped 

four shots. 
TIGERS
On Sept. 16, host Mount 

Mansfi eld dealt the Tigers their 
fi rst loss, 3-0. Three Cougars 
scored, and keeper Eric Bissell 
made seven saves. Goalie Owen 
Lawton stopped eight shots for 
the Tigers.

On Monday, the Tigers blanked 
visiting Rutland, 6-0, to improve 
to 4-1. The Tigers scored fi rst 
on a Ronen Silberman penalty 
kick in the 28th minute, and then 
broke the game open with two 
strikes in the fi nal four minutes 
of the fi rst half and one at 1:12 of 
the second.

Zach Wilkerson scored 
twice for the Tigers, and Trey 
Bosworth, Oliver Choudhury 
and Eliot Schneider added a goal 
apiece. Lawton and Raven goalie 
Jermaine Buffum each made 

eight saves.
OTTERS
On Sept. 16, visiting Woodstock 

needed overtime to get past the 
Otters, 2-1. OV took the lead 
midway through the fi rst half on 
a goal by Luca Cifone set up by 
Kieran Williams, and Coach 
Dick Williams described his 
team as “comfortably defending” 
Woodstock for most of the game.

But the Wasps equalized when 
Zack Martsolf-Tan headed in a 
corner kick with three minutes 
to go, and Ezra Lockhart drilled 
home a direct kick seven minutes 
into overtime. OV goalie Hayden 
Bernhardt made fi ve saves, and 

the Otters put three shots on the 
Woodstock goal. 

On Saturday, host Hartford 
blanked OV, 2-0. 

On Tuesday, OV (1-2-2) and 
visiting Fair Haven settled for a 
1-1 tie. OV has now surrendered 
just six goals in fi ve games, but 
has struggled to fi nd the net.  

Nick Carrabino scored early 
to give the Slaters the lead, but 
the OV back line and Bernhardt 
held from there. OV equalized 
in the second half, when Logan 
Letourneau knocked in a Kieran 
Williams corner kick.

  
 

MIDDLEBURY — In 
Middlebury College sports action 
last week, the undefeated fi eld 
hockey and men’s soccer teams 
kept rolling, and women’s soccer 
won three times, but the football 
squad came up short in its fi rst 
action since its undefeated 2019 
NESCAC championship campaign.

FIELD HOCKEY
On Saturday the Panthers, 

ranked No. 1 in NCAA Division 
III, toppled visiting Bowdoin, 3-1, 
outshooting the Polar Bears by 27-
4. Middlebury took a 2-0 lead in the 
fi rst period, when Danielle Brown 
tipped an Erin Nicholas shot, and 
Nicholas lifted in an unassisted 
strike. 

Bowdoin got one back in the 
third period, but Nicholas padded 
the lead on a fourth-period penalty 
corner on a feed from Grace 
Murphy. 

Middlebury goalie Grace Harlan 
made two saves during the win, 
while Maddie Ferrucci stopped 14 
shots for the 2-2 Polar Bears. 

On Sunday, Katie George scored 
all four goals as the 5-0 Panthers 
knocked off previously undefeated 
Babson, 4-1. The Panthers outshot 
the Beavers, 20-5. Harland made 
three saves, while Cassidy Riley 
made eight stops for Babson.

MEN’S SOCCER
On Saturday, the 5-0 Panthers 

dealt visiting NESCAC foe 
Bowdoin its fi rst loss of the season, 
1-0. Jordan Saint-Louis scored with 
19:10 left in the game, collecting a 
loose ball, beating a defender while 
cutting to the middle, and tucking a 
shot from the top of the box into the 
right side of the net.

The Panthers outshot Bowdoin, 
11-7. Panther keeper Ryan Grady 
made three saves, while Michael 
Webber recorded six stops for 
Bowdoin (3-1).

On Tuesday, Middlebury picked 
up a 2-0 win at Framingham State 
(1-8). Saint-Louis, from Brandon 
Reid, scored his team-high fourth 
goal in the fi rst half, and Nathan 
Pilson contributed the insurance 
goal in the second half, converting 
a cross from Saint-Louis. 
Middlebury outshot Framingham 
22-3, Grady made two saves, and 
Framingham goalie Joseph Sturzo 
made nine.

WOMEN’S SOCCER
On Sept. 15, Simone Ameer 

scored one goal and set up 

another in the fi rst 10 minutes as 
the 4-1 Panthers topped visiting 
Plattsburgh, 3-0. 

In the fourth minute Eliza Van 
Voorhis netted a defl ected cross 
from Ameer, and fi ve minutes later 
Ameer buried a penalty kick. In 
the 59th minute Elizabeth Peebles 
made it 3-0 with an unassisted 
strike. Panther goalie Sydney 
Poppinga fi nished with eight saves 
and two goalies combined for four 
stops for the 2-1-2 Cardinals. 

On Saturday, the Panthers edged 
NESCAC foe Bowdoin, 2-1, for 
Coach Peter Kim’s 200th career 
victory. Kim’s career mark of 
201-66-34 is the highest winning 
percentage in program history.

Eliza Robinson, from Van 
Voorhis, gave the Panthers the lead 
in the sixth minute. In the 69th 
minute an Emma Binks corner kick 
defl ected in off a Bowdoin defender 
for an own goal that made it 2-0. 
Bowdoin got a goal back shortly 
afterward. Poppinga stopped fi ve 
shots. Two goalies combined for 
fi ve saves for the 3-2 Polar Bears. 

On Tuesday, Middlebury blanked 
visiting Castleton State, 2-0. Joely 
Virzi scored her fi rst career goal, 
from Talia Rubino, 21 seconds into 
the game. In the 74th minute Cate 
Woolsey made it 2-0 with her fi rst 
career strike, assisted by Carolyn 
Days on a corner kick. Poppinga 
made four saves, including on a 
fi nal-minute breakaway, and keeper 
Alex Benfatti made nine for the 3-2 
Spartans.

FOOTBALL
On Saturday, host Williams 

topped the Panther football team, 
41-13, in the opener for both 
programs. The Ephs outgained 
the Panthers, 424-315 yards, 
took advantage of four Panther 
turnovers, and led at the half, 28-7.

Ephs Quarterback Robert 
Maimaron rushed 19 times for 162 
yards and two TDS and completed 
nine of 17 passes for 136 yards and 
another score. Joel Nicholas rushed 
for three TDs for Williams.

Panther QB Will Jernigan went 
15-31 for 215 yards and one TD, but 
tossed three interceptions. Running 
back Peter Scibilia fi nished with 
67 yards rushing on 10 carries and 
hauled in a team-high fi ve passes 
for 47 yards and a score. 

The Panthers will look to bounce 
back when they host Bates at 1 p.m. 
on Saturday. 

Panther teams on a roll

ADDISON COUNTY — A tie for 
Middlebury was the only positive 
girls’ soccer result between Sept. 
15 and 21, as the Tigers also 
suffered their fi rst loss, while 
Mount Abraham and Vergennes 
remained winless. 
MUHS also visited Mount Abe on 
Tuesday (see story). Otter Valley’s 
Sept. 15 game vs. West Rutland 
was postponed to Oct. 5. The 
Otters were set to host Hartford on 
Wednesday.
TIGERS
On Sept. 15, the Tigers and visiting 
Fair Haven (3-0-1) dueled to a 3-3 
tie. Lily Lapiner, from Meredith 
Horne, scored for MUHS in the 
fi rst half, but the Slaters led at the 
break on strikes from Elizabeth 
Love and Lily Briggs.
Cady Pitner and Amelia Quesnel, 
from Sophie Larocque, gave 
the Tigers a second-half lead, 
but Briggs equalized for Fair 
Haven in the fi nal minutes. Tiger 
goalie Julia Bartlett made nine 
saves, and Slater goalie Katelynn 
Hadwen made 11.
On Saturday, visiting Division I 
Rutland blanked the Tigers, 3-0. 
Three Ravens scored, and goalie 
Kathryn Moore stopped six shots. 
Bartlett made fi ve saves for the 

3-1-1 Tigers. 
COMMODORES
On Sept. 15, the Commodores 
succumbed to a second-half 
rally by visiting Enosburg in a 
2-1 setback. Allie Croke, from 
Felicia Poirier, gave VUHS the 
lead late in the fi rst half. Enosburg 
equalized with 20 minutes to play 
on a Dana Elkins breakaway, and 
scored again three minutes later 
when Gabby Spaulding netted a 
rebound. 
VUHS keeper Carlyn Rapoport 
made two saves, and Enosburg’s 
Zoe McGee made six.
On Tuesday, three Rice players 
scored in the Green Knights’ 3-0 
victory over the Commodores. 
Rapoport stopped nine shots for 
VUHS, which dropped to 0-5. 
Three of those losses have come 
by one goal. 
EAGLES
On Saturday, visiting Colchester 
scored fi ve times in the second 
half to defeat the host Eagles, 6-0. 
Kelsi Pratt scored three times to 
lead the Laker attack, and goalie 
Aurora Proulx stopped two shots. 
Goalie Jo Toy made 18 saves for 
Mount Abe, which dropped to 0-4, 
all against D-I opponents, heading 
into Tuesday’s game vs. MUHS. 

Girls’ soccer teams struggle

Mount Abe, Otter Valley fi eld hockey win

High school boys’ soccer teams net wins

Reader Comments
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Quotes are taken from reader comments submitted with subscription renewals.

“It’s a great paper. Wonderful coverage. Helps us all 
know what’s going on. Supports a terrific community.”

Here’s what one reader has to say about us!

A subscriber from Bristol writes:
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3597 VT-74 W. Shoreham, VT
(802)897-2777

ChamplainOrchards.com

PICK-YOUR-OWNPICK-YOUR-OWN FRUITFRUIT

FaFaF lala llll FaFaF mama ilili ylyl FuFuF nunu !Fall Family Fun! 

Woodman Hill Orchard.com   |  (802) 877- 6686
175 Plank Rd  |   Vergennes, VT

Woodman Hill  
Orchard grows  
several popular  

varieties including  
Honeycrisp, 
McIntosh,   

Cortland, Macoun,  
Liberty, Empire,  

Red Rome & more! 
Come for the 

apples, stay for the 
homemade donuts

and fresh  
pressed cider!

Visit an
Orchard!

George said he had confi dence 
the Division II Tigers — who had 
lost to D-I Mount Mansfi eld, 3-0, 
two days before and will host D-I 
Rutland on Monday — would fi nd 
a way to pull it out, and his players 
shared that feeling.

“The other thing that was really 
important is that the guys believed, 
even going into overtime. They 
didn’t have any doubt that they 
were going to be able to do this,” 
he said. “They believe in each 
other.”

Mount Abe Coach Rider 
MacCrellish praised his back line, 
which saw seniors Henry Cogswell 
and Ethan Thompson and junior 
Gavin Bannister work with Guy, 
and his midfi elders, who worked to 
limit the MUHS chances.

“We kept our press high. If you 
keep that press high they have less 
opportunity to get that through 
ball through the midfi eld and work 
that ball. I feel good about that. 
Our back line did a great job,” 
MacCrellish said.

As did Stillwell: As George 
put it, “The kid played out of his 
mind.” 

MacCrellish also said he was 

proud of the way his team bounced 
back from a tough loss to D-I 
Colchester earlier this week by 
simply working hard to improve. 

“I could see them becoming a 
little more mentally tough, become 
more dialed in to the way we want 
to play the game, and then working 
with each other more,” he said. 

“And that’s really what it’s 
all about: Can we keep our 
composure? Can we work with 
each other? Can we keep the 
ball on the ground and play the 
game the way it’s supposed to be 
played? I think we’re not so much 
concerned about the results as the 
way we’re progressing, and I see 
us progressing.”

Certainly, the Tigers tested 
the Eagles early. Guy recovered 
brilliantly to make a goal-saving 
block on Tiger junior forward 
Ronen Silberman in the fi rst 
minute, and in the eighth minute 
only another saving tackle stopped 
Wilkerson from going in alone on 
goal. 

At the other end, Lawton twice 
came off his line to beat Eagle 
junior striker Jake Lucarelli to the 
ball, and Shepard posed a threat 
on the right side and put the only 

Eagle shot on goal of the half. 
For the most part, the Tiger 

center middies — senior Henry 
Carpenter, junior Oliver Anderson 
and freshman Oliver Choudhury, 
dictated play, while Silberman, 
sophomore Eddie Fallis and 
Wilkerson steadily challenged the 
Eagle defense.

“We played 80 minutes of really 
good soccer, really controlled 
the rhythm, really controlled the 
pace,” George said.

The Eagles had more moments 
in the second half, in which senior 
Carter Monks got loose in the 
Tiger box and shot wide right in the 
fi fth minute. Three minutes later, 
however, Fallis broke in alone on 
Stillwell, but the goalie defl ected 
his shot wide left. 

The Eagles soon pressed for a 
few minutes, but Shepard fi red 
high from outside the box. Midway 
through the half Tiger defender 
Toby Wells-Spackman made a 
saving tackle on sophomore Judah 
Jackson to stop a breakaway bid. 
The ball popped to Lucarelli, but 
the Tigers defl ected his shot wide 
right. 

Then Guy blocked another 
Fallis bid that appeared ticketed 

for the right side in the half’s 25th 
minute, and Lucarelli fi red wide 
on a counterattack seconds later as 
the action picked up. Four minutes 
later Stillwell got his fi ngertips on 
a Carpenter header from a Fallis 
free kick, and then stoned junior 
Ben Seaton on another Fallis setup. 

The Tigers earned three corner 
kicks in the fi nal 11 minutes, and as 
time wound down Lawton denied 
Shepard, and it was onto overtime. 

In the fi rst 10-minute session 
Stillwell punched away a long 
Fallis free kick, and Lawton beat 
senior forward Eli Burgess to a 
through ball. 

Then came the second 10 
minutes, and Stillwell’s terrifi c 
save on Wilkerson before the 
Tigers fi nally got one past the 
Eagle netminder. 

George said he is happy with his 
Tigers, but will have a better sense 
of where they stand by the end of 
next week, when they will have 
faced Missisquoi, the Eagles and 
Rutland again.

“We’re about where we want to 
be. We’ve got a really tough stretch 
coming up,” he said. “After those 
three games we’ll have a really 
good idea of what we have.”

Cobble Knoll Orchard

Open Saturdays and Sundays
from 9 AM -  5 PM

September 11 - October 17
1672 East Road, Benson, VT 05743

Pick-your-own and prepicked apples - Over 30 varieties

Fresh-pressed cider without preservatives - great for fresh 
drinking or home hard cidermakers

Updates on what is ripe/available on our Facebook page.

217 Quarry Road, Middlebury   •  HappyValleyOrchard.com   • 388-2411
Open Daily 9-5:30 until Sunday, Oct. 31th

Pick Your Own Apples
Cider, Jams, Jellies, Pies, Honey, Seasonal

Fruit & Veggies, Maple Syrup, Cider Donuts,
beautiful MUMS & PUMPKINS

Macs • Cortlands • Spies
 Honey Crisp & More

We accept cash, cards or checks!

Now offering curbside, 
please call 
ahead!
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Concert scene

Many delectable indoor music 

options dot the area menu in the 

weeks ahead. See Arts + Leisure.

By the way

Defense rules

The unbeaten Tiger football and 

Eagle fi eld hockey squads are also 

unscored upon. See Page 1B.

Sports Report

Rosters, schedules, coaches’ com-

ments and more are inside in our 

full section on high school teams.

WomenSafe
sees changes 

in leadership 

and its name 

What does ‘local control’ mean?

The concept is changing, and so is the way it drives school discussions

(See County schools, Page 8A)

(See WomenSafe, Page 16A)

(See Streams, Page 15A)

(See Ferrisburgh, Page 14A)

(See SNAP, Page 10A)

Ferrisburgh considers water, 

broadband for ARPA money

Food benefi ts to fall 

short, advocates say

Ripton school independence 

delayed; ACSD talks urged

(See Ripton, Page 10A)

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — WomenSafe 

is marking this fall with a change 

in leadership, the fi rst success 

stories emerging from the agency’s 

fi rst ever transitional housing for 

survivors of domestic and sexual 

violence, and a commitment to 

changing its organizational name 

to better refl ect the diversity of its 

clients.
One of the biggest changes is the 

departure of Executive Director 

Kerri Duquette-Hoffman after 19 

years with the Middlebury-based 

nonprofi t.
“It’s my personal belief that 

it’s healthy for an agency to have 

executive directors move on, 

eventually, and 19 years seems 

like a reasonable amount of time,” 

Duquette-Hoffman said with a 

hearty laugh. 

“This coincided with us looking 

at what we could do to improve 

racial equity in our agency and fi ght 

the ways that racism shows up. 

And one of those ways is in power 

dynamics. Part of what we’ve been 

looking at is how to use transition 

and succession to also re-envision 

Come support the much-loved 

Trail Around Middlebury at the 

annual TAM Trek, slated for this 

Sunday, Sept. 19. The Trek offers 

several options: A 19-mile course 

for serious trail runners, a 10K 

version, and a 2-mile “family fun 

run” for a more casual experience. 

All participants start and fi nish 

their races in Middlebury’s Wright 

Park, where there will be live 

music, great local raffl e prizes, and 

a delicious post-race buffet. Trek 

entry fees help the Middlebury 

Area Land Trust cover the $18,000 

annual costs of maintaining the 

Streambed
in Ripton 
is getting 
major work
By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — Those 

traveling along Route 125 in 

Ripton have been getting a 

fi rsthand look at a $2.5 million 

effort to stabilize key sections 

of the Middlebury River 

stream bank, which has been 

periodically breached during 

heavy rains.

The work, according 

to Vermont Agency of 

Transportation (VTrans) 

offi cials, is scheduled to proceed 

into November and involves a 

total of 1,654 feet in six distinct 

areas of the river bank, spread 

out from about a mile south of 

Ripton village  to a mile north of 

the village. 

The goal, offi cials said, is to 

strengthen weaker shoulders of 

the river so they’re less prone to 

surrendering to fl oodwaters that 

have at times ravaged adjacent 

Route 125 and thus temporarily 

isolated the small mountain 

WORKERS WILL BE  busy well into November making $2.5 million in repairs aimed at strengthening 

the banks of the Middlebury River off Route 125 in Ripton. They are shown here installing river 

diversion devices this summer.

Photo courtesy of VTrans

By ANDY KIRKALDY

FERRISBURGH — The 

Ferrisburgh selectboard last week 

decided to wait before making 

a contribution from its federal 

American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) 

funding to county nonprofi t internet 

provider Maple Broadband. But this 

week Board Chair Jessica James 

said she will recommend the board 

consider a six-fi gure bequest at its 

next meeting.

Initially, board members said 

on Sept. 7 they needed more 

information from both Maple 

Broadband and the Vergennes-

Panton Water District before giving 

any ARPA money to either entity. 

This past spring Congress 

appropriated $350 billion in the 

American Rescue Plan Act to aid 

state and local governments in 

recovering from the economic 

damage caused by the coronavirus 

pandemic.

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — Individuals 

and families who rely on 

3SquaresVT — the federal 

Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 

Program (SNAP) in Vermont — 

will get some good news and bad 

news beginning Oct. 1.

First, the good news: SNAP 

benefi ts are slated to increase 

by 25% in order to better 

refl ect current food prices, what 

Americans typically eat, dietary 

guidance, and the nutrients in food 

items, according to the United 

States Department of Agriculture.

Now the bad news, according 

anti-hunger advocates: The 

looming SNAP benefi t increase, 

when viewed in concert with  the 

scheduled Sept. 30 expiration of 

a previous SNAP hike intended 

to help recipients through the 

coronavirus pandemic, still won’t 

refl ect the true costs of setting the 

table with nutritious meals.

In fact, many Vermont SNAP 

recipients are likely to fi nd 

themselves back at square one or 

worse, according to Anore Horton, 

executive director of the nonprofi t 

Hunger Free Vermont.

“Most households that are 

currently enrolled in SNAP are not 

going to experience an increase in 

October from what they’re getting 

right now,” Horton said. “And 

some households are going to 

experience a slight decrease.”

By JOHN FLOWERS

RIPTON — The Vermont State 

Board of Education (VSBE) has 

asked the town of Ripton and 

the Addison Central School 

District Board to re-engage in 

conversations to keep Ripton 

within the ACSD. And the board 

served notice that if those talks 

don’t bear fruit, the small town 

isn’t likely to be granted its wish 

to become an independent school 

district until July 1, 2023.

Addison 
Central 

Superintendent Peter Burrows 

described that as the consensus 

position taken by the VSBE 

at its Wednesday meeting, a 

position taken as the Addison 

Editor’s note: This is the seventh in a 

series about the growing pains of Addison 

County schools in 1965-66 and the Vermont 

Commissioner of Education’s ambitious plan to 

address them.

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS

ADDISON COUNTY — Upon completion 

of a recent series about the challenges faced 

by county schools in the mid-1960s, the 

Independent reached out to a number of local 

and state educators and education experts to 

get their take on what lessons, if any, might 

be learned by looking at previous upheavals in 

education history.

The conversations were lively and 

illuminating and touched on many topics in 

great depth. But one theme, “local control,” 

proved to be a hot topic.

What does the “local” in “local control” 

mean? How has it changed? Does it need more 

refi ning or expanding still?

These diffi cult questions prompted a number 

of thoughtful responses, as readers will see 

below.
WILLIAM MATHIS

William Mathis is a senior policy advisor 

to the National Education Policy Center at 

the University of Colorado-Boulder, a former 

superintendent of the Rutland Northeast 

Supervisory Union and a former member of the 

Vermont State Board of Education. He lives in 

Goshen.
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Photos by Steve James

Special Section of the Addison Independent

Thursday, September 16, 2021

Platform for the people

THE PASSENGER RAIL platform under construction in Middlebury has been humming with activity for the past few weeks as workers 

from a veritable alphabet of construction and support companies — VHB Engineering, GPI/Greenman-Pederson, DE Collins and CSE 

Inc., among them — hurry to complete the project while the nice weather holds. Train service is not expected to start until next spring.

Independent photo/Steve James

SNAP increases won’t offset defi ciency

Interested in selling the Addison Independent at your business? 
Call 802.388.4944

or email frontdesk@addisonindependent.com.

Stop by any of these 60+ locations 
for your copy of Addison County’s 

award-winning community newspaper!
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Ag artistry

Images of farm animals adorn 

pottery and pencil drawings in a  

new exhibit. See Arts + Leisure.

By 
the 
way

Back in action

High school sports teams see 

their fi rst games and meets this 

weekend. See Sports, Page 1B.

Depot update

New Haven now has money and 

plans to move the historic Junc-

tion rail station. See Page 3A.

Bristol PD patches to 

benefi t local charities

Restaurants’ struggle to fi nd qualifed help intensifi es

Some shift to takeout, others cut hours

$10M in repairs eyed for mobile home parks

Funds to be used to improve affordable housing

(See Trailer parks, Page 11A)

Voters OK Ripton exit and

Middlebury solar proposal

(See Votes, Page 8A)

Ripton’s quest for school

services gets tougher

Town needs busing, special ed help

(See Help wanted, Page 16A)

(See Patches, Page 12A)

(See Ripton, Page 12A)

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — Small 

numbers of voters in six 

Addison County towns showed 

up at the polls on Tuesday to 

approve Middlebury’s $323,000 

investment in a solar project in 

Bristol’s former landfi ll, and to 

endorse a fi nancial separation 

agreement between the town of 

Ripton and the Addison Central 

School District.

Middlebury residents 

voted 530-109 to buy into the 

500-kilowatt Bristol Community 

Solar (BCS) project through 

a 25-year bond. The Acorn 

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — An ongoing 

labor shortage is forcing an 

increasing number of area food-

service businesses to either reduce 

their operating hours, transition to 

takeout only, or temporarily replace 

some of their in-house hours with 

a food truck option requiring less 

staff to manage.

In related news, Middlebury 

College and Better Middlebury 

Partnership offi cials are 

organizing a job fair that would 

pair college student workers with 

local businesses in dire need of 

employees. A specifi c date and 

time for the job fair had yet to be 

fi nalized as the Independent went 

to press on Wednesday, but it 

appeared it would be hosted by the 

college sometime late this month.

The worker shortage is a national 

problem, and has been exacerbated 

by the COVID-19 pandemic. The 

Independent reported this past 

March on the scope and impacts 

of the concerning trend, which 

is having a particularly profound 

effect on the food service industry.

Matt and Caroline Corrente 

were super-excited two years ago 

upon opening Haymaker Bun Co. 

and The Arcadian restaurant in 

the former home of The Lobby 

restaurant at 7 Bakery Lane in 

Middlebury. Both enterprises 

quickly gained a loyal following, 

and Haymaker continues to chug 

along with a small staff turning out 

tasty baked goods.

But The Arcadian, like virtually 

all Addison County restaurants 

these days, hasn’t been able to fi ll 

multiple job slots — particularly in 

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — The Addison 

County Community Trust (ACCT) 

will soon launch a $2 million effort 

to install a communal septic system 

at Middlebury’s Lindale Mobile 

Home Park in Middlebury.

And that’s just a start.

The nonprofi t ACCT is 

preparing to make $10 million in 

improvements over the next nine 

years to aging infrastructure within 

several of the nine mobile home 

parks the organization owns and 

operates in Addison County. 

These nine parks together 

host 340 home sites that make 

homeownership a reality for many 

low- and middle-income families 

who can’t afford market-rate 

mortgages or apartment rents.

Sitting on 38 acres off Route 

116, Lindale is one of ACCT’s 

largest mobile home parks, and 

its wastewater infrastructure is 

rapidly deteriorating, noted Elise 

Shanbacker, the organization’s 

executive director.

“Lindale Mobile Home Park 

is a critical source of affordable 

workforce housing just a few miles 

from downtown Middlebury,” 

she said. “This investment will 

replace the ailing, 50-year-old 

septic systems and ensure that the 

67 families residing at Lindale will 

have clean water and an affordable, 

sustainable place to call home for 

generations to come.”

Specifi cally, the investment will 

create a community septic system 

with a leach fi eld on 25 acres of 

recently purchased land.

This coming Monday, Sept. 6, 

is Labor Day, a federal holiday 

that pays tribute to American 

workers’ contributions and 

accomplishments. Banks, 

government offi ces and public 

transit — including ACTR/

TriValley Transit will be closed. 

Labor Day is also the traditional 

day that U.S. Senator Bernie 

Sanders barnstorms around the 

state talking to constituents. This 

year is no exception. Bernie will 

speak at the Middlebury town 

green at 4 p.m., plus there will 

be food and live music. Masks 

are encouraged, regardless of 

vaccination status. As chair 

of the U.S. Senate Budget 

Committee, Sanders introduced 

a historic budget resolution that 

passed the Senate on Aug. 11, 

By JOHN 

FLOWERS

RIPTON — With 

the town of Ripton 

essentially home-

free in its bid to 

separate from the 

Addison Central 

School District (see 

vote story at the top 

of this page), the 

tiny town now faces 

the huge task of 

fi nding an entity that 

could help it secure 

special education, 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , 

central offi ce and 

other crucial services 

for its students.

The newly elected 

Ripton School Board 

has been counting on 

the town being paired 

with a supervisory 

union in the region 

that could provide 

the aforementioned services. 

But offi cials recently received 

discouraging news from two 

sources that could make their 

quest even harder:

• Vermont Education Secretary 

Daniel French 

recommended that 

Ripton act as its own 

standalone school 

district.
• The supervisory 

union Ripton hoped 

to tap for services 

declined.
Secretary French 

on Aug. 25 said 

he’d recommend to 

the Vermont State 

Board of Education 

that it designate the 

town of Ripton as its 

own school district, 

thereby negating 

the prospect of 

Ripton affi liating 

with a nearby 

supervisory union. 

That would require 

the community 

to secure its own 

special education, 

transportation and 

central offi ce services for its 

students.
The state board of education, 

tentatively scheduled to meet with 

Ripton in mid-September, could 

“Ripton’s 

withdrawal 

from ACSD 

was based on 

communication 

we received from 

the state board’s 

legal counsel 

that strongly 

suggested the 

option of Ripton 

being their 

own (school 

district) was 

not feasible, 

nor desirable” 

because of to 

town’s size.

— Ripton School 

Board member 

Joanna Doria

By CHRISTOPHER 

ROSS
BRISTOL — 

Many Bristol 

residents will tell you 

their police offi cers 

put their hearts into 

their work, greeting 

folks and listening to 

community concerns 

while out on patrol, 

offering friendly 

smiles during school 

drop-off or pickup, 

helping people get 

help.
Starting next 

month, the Bristol 

Police Department 

will take it a bit 

further, in a manner 

of speaking, and wear 

their hearts on their 

sleeves.
Throughout October, BPD 

uniforms will feature specially 

made commemorative patches with 

pink lettering and borders, in honor 

of breast cancer 

awareness month.

Not only that, but 

the department will 

be selling the limited 

edition patches to 

raise money for 

a cancer-related 

charity — one it 

hopes local residents 

will help choose.

“We’re always 

bouncing ideas off 

each other about 

ways to engage with 

the community,” said 

BPD Offi cer Josh 

Turner, who joined 

the department in 

June 2020. 
Turner pitched the 

patch idea to Chief 

Bruce Nason after 

seeing a new design put out by the 

Winooski Police Department.

Nason thought it was a great idea 

and donated the fi rst 300 patches, 

OFFICER JOSH TURNER, left, and Chief Bruce Nason of the Bristol Police Department display the fi rst 

of what they hope will be a long line of commemorative patches. The BPD plans to sell the patches and 

donate the proceeds to various charities, based on community input. Department offi cers will be wearing 

the pink edition of the patch in October, for breast cancer awareness. Independent photo/Christopher Ross

“Our focus is 

on community 

policing. We’re 

in front of the 

schools so kids 

can see us. 

We try to be 

out walking a 

minimum of twice 

a day. People 

will often see us 

and take that 

opportunity to let 

us know about 

things that are 

going on.”
— Bristol Police 

Chief Bruce Nason

Moving music
MEMBERS OF THE Vermont Symphony Orchestra perform the score to the animated fi lm “Two Balloons” — the story of two 

adventurous lemurs navigating their dirigibles around the world — this past Friday at Middlebury College’s Robison Hall as part of a 

special event at the Middlebury New Filmmakers Festival. The fi ve-day festival brought hundreds of cinephiles to town along with 45 

fi lmmakers; more than 120 fi lms were screened. See more photos from MNFF 7 in Arts + Leisure. Independent photo/Steve James
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Baton passing
Middlebury College Community Chorus Director Jeff Rehbach will step down. See Arts + Leisure.

By 
the 
way

Booters rolling
The Tiger girls’ and VUHS boys’ soccer teams both got off to good starts. See Sports, Page 1B.

Rescue salute
Our special pullout honors the many area fi rst responders who help those in need.

Shoreham land eyedfor affordable housing

Tree-killing beetle spreadsto Middlebury landscape

(See Emerald Ash, Page 10A)

(See MNFF, Page 13A)

(See Shoreham, Page 11A)

Film festival gave thrills, nostalgia
Attendees happyto again fi ll theaters

Masks will stay on in local schools
County districts agree; Scott recommends COVID precaution 4 more weeks

(See Masks, Page 10A)

New reportdetails localhousing
challenges

(See Housing, Page 14A)
United Way seeking$635K in fund drive

(See United Way, Page 13A)

By JOHN FLOWERSMIDDLEBURY — Addison County’s population continues to gray as its school-age population declines, and the ability of this region to get younger is hampered by the lack of housing stock for low- to moderate-income families.It’s been a common lament in our area — and indeed the entirety of Vermont — for around 20 years. But now the true dimensions of the county’s housing and population challenges have been condensed into a new Addison County Regional Planning Commission report that can be used by municipal planners, developers and citizens to begin turning the tide on what is fast becoming a crisis.Katie Raycroft-Meyer, a community planner with ACRPC, spent more than a year carefully compiling the organization’s latest housing and population report, to be a major component of the county’s regional plan. She combed through myriad sources — including the federal Census Bureau, the 

By JOHN FLOWERSMIDDLEBURY — The United Way of Addison County (UWAC) has set the same $635,000 fundraising goal for 2021 that it did for 2020. And organizers are hoping that just like last year donations end up topping that target.
“With the uncertainty of the economy and everything else going on in the world, we decided to keep a rather conservative goal for the year ahead, hoping we’ll be able to exceed it,” said UWAC Executive Director Helena Van Voorst.The UWAC has 29 Addison County nonprofi t partners with 

By JOHN FLOWERSMIDDLEBURY — Organizers of the seventh annual Middlebury New Filmmakers Festival, dubbed MNFF7, estimated around 600 people took in one or more of the 120 fi lms screened at four venues in the county’s shire town Aug. 25-29. And viewers obligingly adhered to mandatory proof-of-vaccination and other safety protocols in exchange for a fi rst-rate, in-person movie experience.Festival Producer Lloyd Komesar and Artistic Director Jay Craven knew they could offer a great lineup of fi lms, but were unsure how many eyes they would draw to the screens. After all, this was the fi rst in-person MNFF since 2019; last year’s festival was offered virtually, due to the COVID-19 pandemic.Turns out there was no need to worry. Film enthusiasts eagerly snapped up seats, with some movies drawing 80-plus spectators, according to Komesar and Craven.“(The COVID safety protocols) made them feel more comfortable being there, and I think they liked the fact we got out in front of it,” 

By CHRISTOPHER ROSSMIDDLEBURY — A second Addison County town has confi rmed the presence of the emerald ash borer.Last month a trap hanging from an ash tree on the Middlebury town green showed evidence of the invasive species, and was subsequently confi rmed 

by state offi cials, according to Middlebury Tree Committee member Judy Wiger-Grohs.Middlebury, along with eight other county communities, had been designated as a “high risk area” for the destructive beetle in June 2019, after an infestation was discovered in Bristol.

By ANDY KIRKALDYADDISON COUNTY — All three Addison 
County school district superintendents 
confi rmed that in-school mask mandates for 
students, staff and visitors would remain in 
place for the foreseeable future.Initially, schools in the county and around the 
state had started the school year with a 10-day 
masking policy. But with several cases already 
cropping up in Addison Central and Addison 
Northwest schools, never mind the rest of the 

county and state, the superintendents said the 
districts would stay the course.The Department of Education website as of 
this Tuesday reported 81 students around the 
state had been in schools while infectious. That 
total did not include several cases at Barre Town 
School, which announced on Tuesday it would 
close on Wednesday because of several new 
cases, according to VTDigger.org. Gov. Phil Scott at his Wednesday press 
conference declined, however, to declare a state 

of emergency that would allow a universal mask 
mandate in the state’s schools.Scott said there already exists a “near universal 
mask mandate” without a declaration of a 
state of emergency. Scott did ask that schools 
maintain their existing masking policies for 
another four weeks, through Oct. 4, regardless 
of their vaccination statuses.He also announced that schools achieving 
high vaccination rates would be eligible for 

By JOHN FLOWERSSHOREHAM — This year’s Shoreham Apple Festival will boast more than the usual celebration of fruit, families and fun.The highly anticipated event on Sept. 19 will also invite the public to view and give feedback on the potential for a large piece of town-owned land in the village to host a mixed-use development that would include affordable housing for individuals and families.The focus is the so-called Farnham property, a 326-acre parcel in Shoreham Village that borders a sizable stretch of Route 22A and a small portion of Main Street. Town voters in 1999 agreed to purchase the land for $130,000. 

A small portion of it now hosts the community’s wastewater treatment facility. Another section is being set aside for passive recreational use, including walking trails.But Shoreham offi cials believe the land could provide even more benefi ts to local residents — including new housing and a source of municipal gravel.With that in mind, the town’s planning commission a few years ago formed the “Future Housing in Shoreham Village Working Group.” The eight-person panel landed a $15,000 grant last year and has been working with the Addison County Regional Planning Commission (ACRPC) 

THIS IMAGE SHOWS the concept of an affordable/workforce housing development on Shoreham’s 

town-owned land off Main Street (at the bottom of the image) and Route 22A (to the right). A local ad hoc 

committee and the Addison County Regional Planning Commission are exploring the housing concepts, 

which will be showcased for public feedback at the Sept. 19 Shoreham Apple Festival.
Graphic courtesy of Addison County Regional Planning Commission

Vermont House Speaker Jill Krowinski and Senate President Pro Tem Becca Balint, along with area lawmakers, will hold an “Addison County Conversation” about how the state could best use new state and federal resources at its disposal during the next few years. That virtual conversation is set for Thursday, Sept. 9, from 5:30-6:30 p.m. Lawmakers want local feedback on how “once in a lifetime” federal pandemic-related money and increased state revenues could transform and shape the 

The people’s senator U.S. SEN. Bernie Sanders, above, speaks to a crowd of around 650 people on the Middlebury town green on Monday afternoon. In 

the spirit of Labor Day, he and U.S. Rep. Peter Welch, below left, described ways they are working to instill dignity and power in the 

American workforce. One way they advocated is through a $3.5 trillion human service infrastructure bill that Bernie is pushing through 

the Senate. See Story on Page 2A.

Independent photos/Steve James
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Ferrisburgh considers water, 

broadband for ARPA money

Food benefi ts to fall 

short, advocates say

Ripton school independence 

delayed; ACSD talks urged

10A)10A)10

Streambed
in Ripton 
is getting 
major work
By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — Those 

MIDDLEBURY — Those 

MIDDLEBURY

traveling along Route 125 in 

Ripton have been getting a 

fi rsthand look at a $2.5 million 

effort to stabilize key sections 

of the Middlebury River 

stream bank, which has been 

periodically breached during 

heavy rains.

The work, according 

to Vermont Agency of 

Transportation (VTrans) 

offi cials, is scheduled to proceed 

into November and involves a 

total of 1,654 feet in six distinct 

areas of the river bank, spread 

out from about a mile south of 

Ripton village  to a mile north of 

the village. 

The goal, offi cials said, is to 

strengthen weaker shoulders of 

the river so they’re less prone to 

surrendering to fl oodwaters that 

have at times ravaged adjacent 

Route 125 and thus temporarily 

isolated the small mountain 

WORKERS WILL BE  busy well into November making $2.5 million in repairs aimed at strengthening 

the banks of the Middlebury River off Route 125 in Ripton. They are shown here installing river 

Photo courtesy of VTrans

on Sept. 7 they needed more 

information from both Maple 

Broadband and the Vergennes-

Panton Water District before giving 

any ARPA money to either entity. 

This past spring Congress 

appropriated $350 billion in the 

American Rescue Plan Act to aid 

state and local governments in 

recovering from the economic 

damage caused by the coronavirus 

pandemic.

scheduled Sept. 30 expiration of 

a previous SNAP hike intended 

to help recipients through the 

coronavirus pandemic, still won’t 

refl ect the true costs of setting the 

table with nutritious meals.

In fact, many Vermont SNAP 

recipients are likely to fi nd 

themselves back at square one or 

worse, according to Anore Horton, 

executive director of the nonprofi t 

Hunger Free Vermont.

“Most households that are 

currently enrolled in SNAP are not 

going to experience an increase in 

October from what they’re getting 

right now,” Horton said. “And 

some households are going to 

experience a slight decrease.”

isn’t likely to be granted its wish 

to become an independent school 

Central 

Superintendent Peter Burrows 

described that as the consensus 

position taken by the VSBE 

at its Wednesday meeting, a 
Addison 

SNAP increases won’t offset defi ciency
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Rescue salute
Our special pullout honors the many area fi rst responders who help those in need.

Masks will stay on in local schools
County districts agree; Scott recommends COVID precaution 4 more weeks

(See Masks, Page 10A)10A)10

New reportdetails localhousing
challenges
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United Way seeking$635K in fund drive

By JOHN FLOWERSMIDDLEBURY — Addison County’s population continues to gray as its school-age population declines, and the ability of this region to get younger is hampered by the lack of housing stock for low- to moderate-income families.It’s been a common lament in our area — and indeed the entirety of Vermont — for around 20 years. But now the true dimensions of the county’s housing and population challenges have been condensed into a new Addison County Regional Planning Commission report that can be used by municipal planners, developers and citizens to begin turning the tide on what is 
Katie Raycroft-Meyer, a community planner with ACRPC, spent more than a year carefully compiling the organization’s latest housing and population report, to be a major component of the county’s regional plan. She combed through myriad sources — including the federal Census Bureau, the 

MIDDLEBURY — The United Way of Addison County (UWAC) has set the same $635,000 fundraising goal for 2021 that it did for 2020. And organizers are hoping that just like last year donations end up topping that 
“With the uncertainty of the economy and everything else going on in the world, we decided to keep a rather conservative goal for the year ahead, hoping we’ll be able to exceed it,” said UWAC Executive 

The UWAC has 29 Addison County nonprofi t partners with 

of emergency that would allow a universal mask 
mandate in the state’s schools.Scott said there already exists a “near universal 
mask mandate” without a declaration of a 
state of emergency. Scott did ask that schools 
maintain their existing masking policies for 
another four weeks, through Oct. 4, regardless 
of their vaccination statuses.He also announced that schools achieving 
high vaccination rates would be eligible for 

ADDISON:
West Addison General 

Store
BRANDON: 
Brandon Discount 

Beverage
Champlain Farms
Hannaford
Jiffy Mart
Junction Store & Deli
Mac’s Market
Union Street Grocery
Walgreen’s
 BRIDPORT:
Pratt’s Store
B RISTOL:
Bristol Country Store
Bristol Discount 

Beverage
Champlain Farms
Maplefi elds
Shaw’s

Walgreen’s
E AST MIDDLEBURY:
Mac’s Market
Maplefi elds
Otter East Bakery & Deli
F ERRISBURGH:
Jiffy Mart
F OREST DALE:
Forest Dale Grocery
H ANCOCK:
Hubbard’s Store
L INCOLN:
Lincoln General Store
 MIDDLEBURY:
Addison Independent
  Offi ce
Champlain Farms
Costello’s Market
Greg’s Market
Hannaford
Kinney Drugs
Maplefi elds

Middlebury Discount 
Beverage

Middlebury Inn
Middlebury Natural Foods 

Co-op
Middlebury Short Stop
Paris Farmers Union
Rosie’s
Shaw’s
Stone Mill Public Market
The Vermont Book Shop
Village Depot
Walgreen’s
N EW HAVEN: 
Jiffy Mart (7 & 17)
Maplefi elds
Village Green Market
 N. FERRISBURGH:
N. Ferrisburgh Short Stop
O RWELL:
Buxton’s Store
R IPTON:

Ripton Country Store
 SALISBURY:
Kampersville Store
 SHOREHAM:
Shoreham Service Center
 STARKSBORO:
Jerusalem 4-Corners 

Store
V ERGENNES:
BJ’s Farm Supply
Champlain Farms
Community Market
Kinney Drugs
Shaw’s
Maplefi elds Vergennes
Vergennes Wine
Vermont Discount Food

PAPERS ALSO 
AVAILABLE AT:

Eastview at Middlebury
Porter Hospital/Rehab

EAGLE JUNIOR MIDFIELDER Chance Denecker, right, battles for the ball with Tiger freshman midfi elder Oliver Choudhury during Saturday’s 
boys’ soccer game at Mount Abraham, won by the Tigers in double overtime.

Photo by Mark Bouvier

Tiger boys 
(Continued from Page 1B)

OPEN DAILY from 9 – 5 
through the end of October.

C
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DONUTS • APPLE PIES • ECO-CERTIFIED APPLES

PICK-YOUR-OWN
& FARMSTAND

1307 North Bingham St., Cornwall, VT SUNRISEORCHARDS.COM
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Helping Young Families Get The Right Start

• Community Playgroups
• Parent Education Classes
• Home Visits
• Pregnancy Prevention Programs
• Parent Training & Child Center

CUT, FOLD PASTE, REPEAT
Join bookmaker Jane Ploughman 
and artist Lily Hinrichsen for an 
inspiring day, producing 3 simple 
handmade book structures filled 
with your unique collage creations. 
Adults only. Saturday, October 
9, 10-3pm. Held at ARTSight 
Studios, 6 South Street, Bristol.
Fee $65 includes all materials 
and supplies.

NUNO FELTING
with artist and teacher Ellen 
Spring, Saturday October 30, 
10-4, with a lunch break.
Held at Ellen’s studio. Classmates 
will create two small scarves using a 
wet felting technique with wool and 
silks. All provided. Fee $75 plus 
$15 materials fee. Limit 6.

StoryCorps’ One Small Step 
is made possible in part by the 

Corporation for Public Broadcasting.

Connecting 
Vermonters 
one conversation 
at a time.
Take one small step:
VPR.org/onesmallstep

OPEN  TUESDAY – FRIDAY 7AM-4PM & SATURDAY  7AM-2PM   
51 OSSIE RD.  |   EAST MIDDLEBURY, VT  |  802-989-7220

Please find the full menu on our 
website at OtterEast.com 

Call 802-989-7220
OR e-mail order inquiries 
to info@ottereast.com

OtterEast.com

Now Serving 
Milkshakes!

“Radical Implications: Facing a 
Planetary Emergency,” in Middlebury. 

Thursday, Sept. 23, in-person and virtual, 
Middlebury College. The 2021 Clifford Symposium 
at Middlebury College will bring together a host of 
climate experts, as well as faculty and students, 
who will offer their perspectives on what roles 
we can take in the crisis that makes our planet 
increasingly turbulent. Events will include talks, 
panel discussions, a 350.org reunion, and 
other activities. Due to continued caution with 
COVID-19, only Middlebury College faculty, staff, 
and students may attend symposium events in 
person. All events — with noted exceptions — 
will be live-streamed and open to the general 
public. For more information and to register for an 
event, visit the Clifford Symposium web page at 
middlebury.edu/offi ce/clifford-symposium/clifford-
symposium-2021.

Open House in Vergennes. Thursday, Sept. 
23, 5-6:30 p.m., Boys & Girls Club of Greater 
Vergennes, 20 Armory Ln. Come learn more 
about what the Boys & Girls Club of Greater 
Vergennes has to offer and how to volunteer or 
provide support. Enjoy a bite to eat, meet staff 
and tour the Club, and even play a little corn hole 
with members. RSVP at bgcvergennes.org.

Green Mountain Club hike in 
Fayston. Friday, Sept. 24, Burnt Rock 

Mountain. Moderate to strenuous 4.9-
mile hike via the 

Hedgehog Brook trail 
to the summit of Burnt 
Rock Mt., where there 
are expansive views 
from several spots 
along the summit. 
Extra socks are 
mandatory. A highlight 
is the view north 
toward Ira Allen, Ethan 
Allen, and Camels 
Hump mountains. 
Elevation gain of 2,132 
feet. Contact leader for 
more information, Ken 
Corey, 860-921-7765, 
kac4964@gmail.com. 
More at gmcbreadloaf.
org. 

“Radical Implications: 
Facing a Planetary 
Emergency,” in 
Middlebury. Friday, 
Sept. 24, in-person 
and virtual, Middlebury 
College. See Thursday, 
Sept. 23 listing.

“We Made It Home” 
celebration in 
Vergennes. Friday, 
Sept. 24, 4-6 p.m., 
Vergennes Community 
Apartments, 45 
Armory Lane. The new 
Vergennes Community 
Apartments invites the 
community to an outdoor celebration to see what 
365 days of safe, affordable and stable housing 
has meant for the people who live and thrive 
there. Building tours, wood-fi red Neapolitan pizza 
from Pizzeria Verita, music by Deb Brisson & The 
Hay Burners, raffl es, door prizes and more. To 
learn more, reserve your FREE tickets, or pre-
purchase raffl e tickets, go to bit.ly/3fLV1kk.

Food distribution in Bristol. Friday, Sept. 24, 5-6 
p.m., St. Ambrose Church, 11 School St. Have 
A Heart food shelf will distribute food to those in 
need. Curbside pickup only. Unvaccinated people 
need to mask. Newcomers always welcome. No 
signup — just show up. See you there.

“Matilda” outdoor screening in Vergennes. 
Friday, Sept. 24 at 7:30 p.m., Bixby Memorial 
Library, 258 Main St.

Used book sale in Vergennes. 
Saturday, Sept. 25, 9 a.m.-noon, 

Bixby Memorial Library, 258 Main St. 
Adult fi ction, biographies, history, self-help, 

cookbooks, gardening and much more. There 
are also children’s books, from baby board books 
to young adult. This is a great way to fi nancially 
support the library and also to enjoy a good read.   

“Radical Implications: Facing a Planetary 
Emergency,” in Middlebury. Saturday, Sept. 25, 
in-person and virtual, Middlebury College. See 
Thursday, Sept. 23 listing.

Microchipping and rabies clinic in Middlebury. 
Saturday, Sept. 25, 10 a.m. to noon, Homeward 
Bound, 236 Boardman St. The clinics are open to 
both dogs and cats. Shelter staff ask that all dogs 
be on leash and cats be in carriers. Pre-register 
at 802-388-1100. First come, fi rst served. The 
rabies vaccine is $10. Microchipping is $35 and 
must be requested in advance.

Harvest Festival in Bristol. Saturday, Sept. 25, 10 
a.m.-4 p.m., Bristol town green. Craft fair, food 
vendors, silent auction, scavenger hunt, sidewalk 
sales, kids activities, live music and more. Full 
schedule at BristolHarvestFest.com. More info at 
802-388-7951 or info@addisoncounty.com.

Ferrisburgh Days in Ferrisburgh. Saturday, Sept. 
25, and Sunday, Sept. 26, 10 a.m.-8 p.m., sites 
around town. Celebrate Ferrisburgh’s history, 
culture, local talent, rural life and landscapes with 
activities, displays, arts and crafts, exhibitions, 
farmers’ market, town forest hike, live music and 
free ice cream by Cookie Love for kids who visit 
at least four of the day’s events. For more info 
contact Gail Blasius, gblasius@aol.com and 
Ashley LaFlam, ferrisburghday@gmail.com.

Drive-thru Cash/Food Drive in Brandon. 
Saturday, Sept. 25, 11 a.m.-noon, St. Thomas & 
Grace Episcopal Church, 19 Conant Sq. Cash 
is needed so the Food Shelf can purchase gift 
cards to Hannaford’s for perishable items; checks 
are acceptable, made out to Brandon Food 
Shelf. Food items in high demand: peanut butter, 
pasta, sauce, canned pasta, tuna/chicken/beef 
in cans, mayonnaise, soups/stews. With the end 
of the garden season, this is an important time 
to replenish the coffers and shelves of the Food 
Shelf. Members of the church will meet you at 
your car and take your donations.

Gardening for pollinators in Middlebury. 
Saturday, Sept. 25, 3 p.m., IlsleyPublic Library, 
75 Main St. Join Master Gardener Intern and 

THURSDAYsept
23

FRIDAYsept
24

SATURDAYsept
25

SUNDAYsept 
26

member of Middlebury 
Garden Club, Andrea 
Landsberg for a talk 
on gardening for 
pollinators. Andrea will 
continue her series 
on the importance of 
native bees. She will 
inspire you with detailed 
information about how 
to get serious about 
planning a perennial 
garden for next year to 
keep bees happy.
WomenSafe Annual 
Volunteer Training 
in Middlebury. 
Saturday, Sept. 25. 
WomenSafe is now 
accepting applications 
for its Annual Volunteer 
Training. Training will 
be a hybrid training 
with some in-person 
sessions and some 
virtual sessions due to 
COVID-19. Participants 
will acquire all the tools 
needed to provide 
direct service through 
WomenSafe’s 24-hour 
hotline and in-person, 
moni tor -superv ised 
visits, stage prevention 
education and 
community outreach 
events, provide 

childcare or perform administrative tasks. 
Space is limited. For more info call WomenSafe 
at 388-9180, email info@womensafe.net or visit 
womensafe.net. 

Brandon Has Talent in Brandon. Saturday, 
Sept. 25, 7 p.m., Brandon Town Hall, 1 Conant 
Sq. Come see the multi-talented community 
members from Brandon and the surrounding 
areas. All tickets $5.

Celebrate Ferrisburgh Day. 
Sunday, Sept. 26, 10 a.m.-8 p.m. 

Ferrisburgh Day is back. A group of 
town residents and organizations has formed a 
committee to once again bring back Ferrisburgh 
Day after a break of several years. Ferrisburgh 
Day celebrates the town’s history, culture, 
local talent, rural life and landscapes. Events 
scheduled to take place all over town. More info 
online at ferrisburghvt.org.

Rogers and Hazard Relief Society day of 
remembrance. Sunday, Sept. 26, 10 a.m.-
2p.m., Ferrisburgh Historical Society, Route 7 
and Little Chicago Rd. AS part of the Ferrisburgh 
Day activites, The Rogers and Hazard Relief 
Society was will be honoring fellow residents 
who passed away in 2020 and early 2021, when 
assembling was not possible due to pandemic 
restrictions. A memorial banner with the names 
of our neighbors will be displayed as well as a 
collection of obituaries. Families and friends are 
welcome to gather to share stories and enjoy 
refreshments. Moreinfo call Meg Langworthy at 
802-877-3217

Jamaican Hymn Sing in Shoreham. 
*CANCELED* Sunday, Sept. 26, Shoreham 
Congregational Church. Out of respect for the 
health of our guests from Jamaica, who work 
to earn money for their families back home, we 
have decided to again cancel the scheduled 
Hymn Sing. Normally this evening is a time of 
fellowship for the men who work in different 
orchards.  This year it is safer for them to avoid 
the close contact they would experience at such 
a large gathering. We wish all the Jamaican 
apple pickers good health as they work to 
produce a bountiful harvest in their respective 
orchards.

Addison County Right to Life in 
Bristol. Monday, Sept. 27, 6:30 p.m., 

First Baptist Church, Park St. We invite 
others with a desire for saving lives to come.
Yoga for teens in Vergennes. Tuesday, Sept. 
28, 3:30-4:30 p.m., Bixby Memorial Library, 258 
Main St.

Manufacturing Day factory tours 
in Middlebury. Friday, Oct. 1, 9 

a.m.-2 p.m., Maple Landmark, 1297 
Exchange St. Manufacturing Day provides 
an opportunity for the public to learn about 
business and manufacturing here in the U.S. 

MONDAYsept
27

Maple Landmark will be holding tours of our 
28,000 square-foot factory-store every hour, 
on the hour. Just drop in and say you’d like a 
tour. Free and open to the  public. Large groups 
please call ahead at 802-388-0627.

Dead Creek Wildlife Day in 
Addison. Saturday, Oct. 2, 7 a.m.-4 

p.m., Dead Creek Wildlife Management 
Area (WMA), Route 17, west of Route 

22A. Early risers can begin the day with a bird 
banding demonstration at 7 a.m. Two large tents 
at Dead Creek WMA headquarters will open 
at 9:30 a.m., featuring wildlife-related exhibits 
and activities such as decoy carving, building 
bluebird boxes and a visit from Batwoman. The 
Visitor Center will be open from 9:30 a.m. to 4 
p.m. featuring displays about conservation and 
wildlife management in Vermont.

Middlebury Amateur Hockey Association open 
house and equipment fi tting in Middlebury. 
Saturday, Oct. 2, 9-11 a.m., Memorial Sports 
Center, 296 Buttolph Dr. Accepting gently used 
equipment donations (youth sizes preferred). 
Fit up your hockey player, save money, and 
support MAHA.

Used book sale in Middlebury. Saturday, Oct. 2, 
11 a.m.-2:30 p.m, Town Offi cePlaza, 77 Main 
St. Come browse a large selection of books 
of all genres, including children’s and youth, 
most priced at $2 or less. Proceeds are used 
to fund Ilsley Library programs for all ages. 
In case of rain the sale will be held inside the 
library. If inside, please follow the latest COVID 
guidelines for masking and distancing. More 
info at  friendsofi lsleylibrary@gmail.com.

Addison County CROP Hunger 
Walk in Middlebury. Sunday, Oct. 

3, noon, Middlebury Town Green. This 
year’s CROP walk starts with registration at 
noon, followed by team photos and a talk by 
honorary chair Will Stevens of Golden Russet 
Farm. A two-mile walk through town follows; 
masks will be required. Anyone can sign up for 
the walk or sponsor a walker with a donation. 
Forming a team of walkers is encouraged. More 
info contact Ellen McKay Jewett at emckay@
middlebury.edu or visit crophungerwalk.org/
middleburyvt.

Viva el Sabor Fiesta in Vergennes. Sunday, Oct. 
3, 1-6 p.m., St. Peter’s Catholic Church, 85 S. 
Maple St. Authentic Mexican and Guatemalan 
dishes created by members of the Viva el 
Sabor collaborative. Outdoor dining under a 
large tent. Children’s activities and a Magic 
Show with Tom Verner at 2 p.m.  $5 per food 
item with all proceeds to benefi t the culinary 
collaborative. Beverages sold separately by 
the Youth Ministry. Mask required. More info at 
vivaelsabor@gmail.com.

FRIDAYoct
1

SATURDAYoct
2

SUNDAYoct
3

HEALTH & WELLNESS
Al-Anon meetings in Middlebury. For a list of online meetings 

visit vermontalanonalateen.org. Online Sundays, 7:15 p.m. and 
Wednesdays, 1:30 p.m. If you’d like to speak to an Al-Anon member, call 
our answering service (866-972-5266) and an Al-Anon member will call you 
back. 

Beginner Tai Chi for Fall Prevention (Parts 1&2) in Vergennes. Tuesdays 
and Thursdays, Sept. 7-Oct. 28, 9:30-10:30 a.m., St. Peter’s Catholic Parish 
Hall, 85 S. Maple St. Contact: Dan Bagley at bagzs@yahoo.com and Lee 
Francis lhfrancis839@gmail.com and Beverly Blakeney beverlyblakeney@
gmail.com.

In-Depth Tai Chi for Fall Prevention in Vergennes. Thursdays, Sept. 9-Oct. 
28, 10:45 a.m.-11:45 a.m., St. Peter’s Catholic Parish Hall, 85 S. Maple St. 
Contact: Dan Bagley at bagzs@yahoo.com and Lee Francis lhfrancis839@
gmail.com and Beverly Blakeney beverlyblakeney@gmail.com.

Sun Style 73 Tai Chi in Middlebury. Wednesdays, Sept. 15-Dec. 8, 10-11:30 
a.m., Middlebury Rec Center, 154 Creek Rd. To sign up contact instructors 
Doreen Peterson at doreenvermont@gmail.com, or Beverly Blakeney at 
beverlyblakeney@gmail.com.

Sun Style 73 Tai Chi in Vergennes. Tuesdays, Sept. 7-Oct. 26, 10:45 a.m.-
noon, St. Peter’s Catholic Parish Hall, 85 S. Maple St. Contact: Dan Bagley 
at bagzs@yahoo.com and Lee Francis lhfrancis839@gmail.com and 
Beverly Blakeney beverlyblakeney@gmail.com.

CLUBS & GROUPS
Bristol Historical Society. Thursdays, 7 p.m., Howden Hall, 19 West St.
Cribbage in Middlebury. Fridays, 1-3 p.m., Sept. 17-Dec. 17, Ilsley Public 

Library.  Anyone can play, no experience required.
Students of Color group in Middlebury. Thursdays, 4-5 p.m. Addison Central 

Teens. This group will meet virtually on Google Hangouts until it is safe to 
meet in person. The link to each session will be made available on the Teen 
Center’s Discord Server, and will be emailed to any participant without a 
Discord account. Registration form at forms.gle/2ypt9abMWcWcjD9N6. 

Almendros in Middlebury. Thursday, Sept. 16, 
6-8:30 p.m., Riverfront Park.

The Travelling Middleburys in Goshen. Friday, 
Sept 17, 5-8 p.m., Blueberry Hill Inn.

Chelsea Berry in Brandon. Saturday, Sept. 18, 
7:30 p.m., Brandon Music. 

Swing Noire in Goshen. Thursday, Sept. 23, 
5-8 p.m., Blueberry Hill Inn.

Imani Winds and Catalyst Quartet in 
Middlebury. Friday, Sept 24, 7:30 p.m., Mahaney 
Arts Center.

Opera Company of Middlebury’s Young 
Artists Recital in East Middlebury. Sunday, Sept. 
26, 2 p.m., Waybury Inn.

Jamaican Hymn Sing in Shoreham. 
*CANCELED* Sunday Sept. 26, 7:30 p.m., 
Shoreham Congregational Church

The Doughboys in Brandon. Saturday, Oct. 2, 
7:30 p.m., Brandon Town Hall.

Doric String Quartet, Jonathan Biss, Piano in 
Middlebury. Saturday, Oct. 9, 7:30 p.m., Mahaney 
Arts Center.

The Unknown Blues Band with special 
guests in Vergennes. Saturday, Oct. 9, 7:30 p.m., 
Vergennes Opera House.  

Twangtown Paramours in Brandon. Saturday, 
Oct. 9, 7:30 p.m., Brandon Music.

Hungrytown in Middlebury. Saturday, Oct. 16, 
2 p.m., Ilsley Public Library garden.

Susan Graham, Mezzo-Soprano in 
Middlebury. Friday, Oct. 29, 7:30 p.m., Mahaney 
Arts Center.

LIVEMUSIC

CALENDARONLINE
addisonindependent.com

Walking to fi ght hunger
CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF MIDDLEBURY Pastor Andy Nagy-Benson gives a fi st 

pump during a past Addison County CROP Hunger Walk. The walk takes place Sunday, Oct. 
3, beginning at noon on the Middlebury Town green. Anyone can sign up for the walk or 
sponsor a walker with a donation.

Photo courtesy of Ellen McKay Jewett 

ONGOING CALENDAR EVENTS

ARTS+LEISURE
EVERY THURSDAY IN YOUR ADDY INDY
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WEYBRIDGE — When 
Mattel was looking to make over 
its iconic Barbie doll it decided 
to shine a light on empowering 
role models past and present 
in an effort to inspire young 
girls. As a key part of the toy 
company’s Dream Gap Project it 
is introducing girls to women’s 
stories from all walks of life to 
show them they can be anything, 
including a writer.

Thus was born a Barbie 
role model with the likeness 
of Weybridge author Julia 
Alvarez. 

“Ever since coming to 
this country as a 10-year-old 
immigrant, I wanted a Barbie,” 
Alvarez said when she received 
the one-of-a-kind doll that 
looked like her. “Now 60 years 
later I get to be one! The best 
part of being recognized as a 
2021 Official Role Model will 
be if Julia Barbie inspires little 
Latinx girls like me to become 
the best mujeres they can be.”

A Dominican American who 
faced hardships of assimilating 
to the English language and 
American life, Alvarez found 
comfort in the world of stories, 
fostering a love for reading and 

WEYBRIDGE AUTHOR JULIA Alvarez holds a new “Barbie” doll 
created in her likeness to inspire girls to strive for their dreams.

Photo courtesy of Julia Alvarez

Alvarez hopes to inspire girls

writing. Among her many prize-
winning books for adults and 
young readers is “In the Time of 
the Butterflies.” President Obama 
awarded Alvarez the National 
Medal of Arts.

Mattel last week introduced 
two dolls in honor of Hispanic 
Heritage Month: Alvarez and the 

late salsa singer Celia Cruz.
Other role model Barbies 

include emergency room nurse 
Amy O’Sullivan, vaccine 
developer Sarah Gilbert, 
Australian Member of Parliament 
Julie Bishop, cosmonaut Anna 
Kikina and para-athlete Madison 
De Rozario.

Barbie Doll made
in autor’s likeness

MONTPELIER — The 
Department of Tourism and 
Marketing (VDTM) has launched 
a new Tourism and Economic 
Recovery Marketing Grant 
Program. The grants are funded 
through a $600,000 appropriation by 
the Vermont Legislature to provide 
grants to organizations in support 
of efforts and activities related to 
regional tourism marketing to aid 
recovery from COVID-19.

The grants are for local, regional, 
or statewide organizations to 
implement campaigns and 
initiatives that increase visitation, 
support local businesses, and 
advance community recovery 
efforts in the tourism sector. VDTM 

will award grants equitably to 
reach a broad audience, including 
underrepresented communities and 
new and diverse communities of 
visitors.

“We heard from community 
leaders around the state that the 
regional marketing grants awarded 
last year were very helpful in getting 
Vermonters and visitors back to 
downtowns and village centers,” 
said VDTM Commissioner Heather 
Pelham. Eligible applicants 
include downtown organizations, 
chambers of commerce, regional 
development corporations, 
municipal economic development/
community development 
departments and committees, local 

community/economic development 
organizations, statewide business 
organizations, or other similar 
groups.

Grant funding may be used in the 
development of materials designed 
to support tourism-related projects 
through advertising, promotion, 
publicity, new or expanded 
seasonal/annual events.

The application window is now 
open and the deadline to apply 
is Nov. 3. For more information, 
full eligibility requirements, 
application process, and important 
dates, please visit the Tourism and 
Economic Recovery Marketing 
Grant Program page at tinyurl.com/
VT-covid-tourism.

Vt. toursim grants are now available

MIDDLEBURY — The 46th 
annual Addison County CROP 
Hunger Walk will take place 
Sunday, Oct. 3. Addison County 
neighbors have committed to this 
event since 1975. 

Every autumn with the same 
rhythm as sugar maples turning 
crimson, friends and neighbors lace 
up their sneakers and open their 
wallets with energy and generosity. 
Over the last six years the annual 
CROP Hunger Walk has raised 
close to $25,000 on average. Out 
of more than a thousand walks, our 
walk has been listed in the Cream of 
the CROP top 100 walks nationwide 
for years. One quarter of the total 
raised always stays right here in 
Addison County to support these 
local hunger-fighting programs:

• Charter House Coalition - 
Lunches

• Vergennes Community Food 
Shelf

• HOPE
• Have a Heart Food Shelf
• Middlebury Summer Lunch 

Program
• John Graham Emergency 

Shelter
•  ACA-CVOEO
This year Will Stevens of Golden 

Russet Farm is the Honorary Chair.  
Registration begins at noon on the 
Middlebury Town Green, with 
team photos at 12:30 p.m., and 
Will Steven’s remarks at 12:50 
p.m. A two-mile walk through town 
follows; masks will be required.

The funds raised mean that 
Church World Service can work 
year-round with their partner 
agencies whenever and wherever 
food insecurity happens or disaster 
strikes. CWS is already on the 
ground helping the victims of the 
earthquake in Haiti and Hurricane 
Ida along the Gulf and Atlantic 
coasts. CWS teams are also 
welcoming recently evacuated 
Afghanis as they arrive in their new 
communities and supporting them 
with housing, legal assistance and 
other critical support services.

As well as encouraging words 
from Stevens, registration on the 
Middlebury green will include 
informational displays by local 
hunger-fighting organizations 
and music. Stevens, who served 
four terms in the Vermont House 
and has also served as president 
of the Vermont Organic Farmers 
Association, and his wife Judy have 
been working to improve food local 

food systems since they started their 
Shoreham farm in 1984.

Anyone can sign up for the walk 
or sponsor a walker with a donation. 
Forming a team of walkers is 
encouraged.

All those interested in walking 
may contact Ellen McKay Jewett 
at emckay@middlebury.edu or visit 
the Addison County CROP Hunger 
Walk page to learn more, register 
to walk or make a donation at 
crophungerwalk.org/middleburyvt. 

The annual CROP Hunger 
Walk is a program sponsored and 
supported by local congregations, 
businesses, schools, sports teams, 
and individuals in partnership 
with CWS, an international 
relief, development and refugee 
resettlement agency. Thank you 
to Middlebury College’s Scott 
Center for Spiritual and Religious 
Life for its extra administrative 
support.

This year’s walk is in memory of 
Mary Ann Castimore of Waltham, 
who served on the CROP Hunger 
Walk planning committee for many 
years and who passed away this 
winter. Castimore’s dedication to 
and energy for so many causes is 
deeply missed.

THE YOUTH GROUP at Champlain Valley Unitarian Universalist Society took part in last year’s CROP 
Walk, helping to raise funds to feed the hungry both in Addison County and around the globe.

Photo courtesy of Ellen McKay

CROP Hunger Walk scheduled Oct. 3

Otter Valley Union High SchoolMt. Abraham Union High School
Gunnar Tinsman, the son of Jennifer Cyr Tinsman and Aaron Tinsman of 

Pittsford, is the fi rst 2021-2022 Student of the Week at Otter Valley Union 
High School. His younger brother, Sawyer, is in grade 10 at OVUHS.

While not absolutely sure, Gunnar says he thinks he has been on the 
honor roll for most of his time at Otter Valley. He must be doing something 
right — he was inducted into the National Honor Society last year. Currently 
he is taking several AP classes as well as Pre-calculus.

He has dabbled in other activities at school, including Otter Valley’s Nordic 
ski team and rock climbing team, but his real passion is for music. Since 
freshman year he has been involved with every music group offered at Otter 
Valley. Jazz band is easily his favorite. He also served as vice president of 
Walking Stick Theatre as a sophomore and is currently playing Gomez, a 
lead character in their fall musical, “The Addams Family.”

“Gunnar has been a strong presence in the performing arts since coming 
to Otter Valley,” says theater teacher Mr. Hull, “He is a dedicated and talented 
performer who exemplifi es the ideals of the creative community.”

While music and theater take up a lot of time, Gunnar also holds down a 
job at the Killington Market and Deli.

In his free time he has pursued his interest in music by playing in several 
bands. He also loves to snowboard, skate and camp with his friends.

He says high school has taught him to focus on what he enjoys. 
“Everything has a give and take dynamic and it’s up to you to decide what’s worth giving your time to and what isn’t,” he 
says. “This will be different for everyone. If you can’t manage as much as some of your peers, that’s OK. If some things 
are more diffi cult for you than they are for others, that’s OK too. Most of all, if things come easy to you, don’t let it go to 
your head. Everyone has their own strengths and weaknesses and school isn’t an end-all, be-all measure of capability.”

Once he graduates, Gunnar plans to attend college for music production/technology, ideally in a city, where he can 
study and take part in the local music scene. But he’s considering taking a gap year fi rst. Whatever his choice, everyone 
at Otter Valley wishes Gunnar all the best.

Gunnar Tinsman
OVUHS

Elena Bronson, the daughter of Vicki and Tiger Bronson of Monkton, is the fi rst 
2021-2022 Student of the Week at Mount Abraham Union High School. In ninth and 
tenth grade Bronson received highest honors for H.O.W. (Habits of Work) grades 
and high honors for academic grades. In 11th grade she earned high honors for 
H.O.W. grades and honors for academic grades. Currently, Bronson is taking AP 
studio art and in 11th grade she took an advanced English and history class called 
American Studies. 

She has played soccer since middle school and started on the varsity team in her 
junior year. She also has been playing lacrosse since she was in elementary school 
and started on the varsity team during her freshman year. Bronson has also done 
the fall musical since seventh grade and the spring musical since her sophomore 
year.

Over the summer Bronson worked at the Middlebury College natatorium as a 
lifeguard. She was in charge of keeping the pool in order and making sure to lock 
the pool at night. She worked alongside college students — they enjoyed playing fun 
music together. Bronson also worked as a lifeguard and swim instructor at the Sam 
Fishman pool in Vergennes.  

“It was a really fun experience and I got to become close with all the other 
lifeguards that worked there,” Bronson said. “I also got the experience in solving 
different problems such as talking to customers, helping families out, blowing your 
whistle at misbehaving patrons and cleaning up different messes.”

Outside work and school, Bronson enjoys baking, making art, hanging out with her family, playing pool, and going biking or skiing. 
Bronson said that she learned a lot in high school. “I have learned to not take any of the time for granted and enjoy high school 

even if at times you don’t want to be in it,” she said. “ I also have learned to be kind to your teachers because they have just as much 
on their plate as you do. My advice to other students is to fi nd at least one friend or a group of friends to stay with you and you stay 
with them throughout high school. Having a strong support system is what helps get you through the harder times and make the 
good times even better.”

After graduating, Bronson plans to attend college in the New England area. She doesn’t know what she wants to major in yet, 
and says she’s “both excited and nervous” about her future.

“Elena is going to be sorely missed at Mount Abraham,” said Justin Bouvier, Assistant Principal and Spring Musical Director. “She 
brings a positive charge to any situation, and is a valued member of Eagle Nation. The entire faculty at MAUHS wishes Elena the 
best in her next adventure.”

Elena Bronson
MAUHS

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK FROM AREA HIGH SCHOOLS

Elena Bronson Gunnar Tinsman

Telecommunications Sales and Service
Data Cabling & Fiber Optics 

802-388-8999
Middlebury

16 Creek Road, Middlebury
388-6054

M-F 7:15-5:30 & Sat. 8-3
countrysidecarpetandpaint.com

We’ve Got You Covered!

Keep up the great work,

877-3118
Vergennes, VT

JACKMAN FUELS, INC.
Serving the Champlain

Valley since 1945

205 Main Street, Vergennes
877-2661 • jackmanfuels.com

Congratulations to:

32 Pine Street  •  Bristol  •  453.2381
JackmansInc.com

Way to go, 
• Business Law  •  Wills, Trusts and Estates

• Government Contracting  •  Elder Law
• Property and Tenancy Issues

Congratulations
Students!

A� ordable & client-focused legal services

802-489-5099 or law@jlgi.com 
28 North Street - Bristol Village

 JOHNSON LAW GROUP JOHNSON LAW GROUP

27 Main Street, Vergennes27 Main Street, Vergennes

Keep your Eye
on your

future goals!future goals!future goals!
Mon 8-4 • Tues–Fri 8-5

Students of the week from all area high schools will receive
a gift certifi cate from Vermont Book Shop

and a mug from Otter Creek Bakery. 

Students of the Week are chosen by school teachers and administration.

Best of Luck to All Addison County Students!
If you are interested in advertising in Student of the Week 

contact advertising@addisonindependent.com

Elena and Gunnar
Elena and

Gunnar

Elena and Gunnar

14 COLLEGE ST.  |   MIDD., VT
802-388-3371

Congratulations

Stop by to grab 
your mug!

Elena and 
Gunnar
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&service& DIRECTORY

auto body restoration 
carpentry/contractors
college application     
    coaching
computers
construction

dental services
electrical services
engineering
excavation
fi rewood
fl ooring

home inspections
lawn care
masonry
paintingBusiness

Thursday

CARPENTRY/
CONTRACTORS

Let us replicate its original architectural 
elements — baseboards, window & door trim, 
crown moldings, banisters, wainscoting and 
more. We can match virtually any profile!

Renovating your old home?

www.vermontcustommoldings.com
mark@vermontcustommoldings.com

Mark Raymond    802-388-0742

/ //

COMPUTERS

1438 S. Brownell Rd. • PO Box 159 • Williston, VT 05495
802-862-5590 • www.gmeinc.biz

Alan Huizenga, P.E., President
Steven L. Palmer, P.E.

Brad Washburn, P. E. • Montpelier

“INNOVATIVE ENGINEERING SOLUTIONS 
WITH A COMMON SENSE APPROACH

DELIVERED TO OUR CLIENTS IN A
PROFESSIONAL, COST EFFECTIVE AND 

PERSONAL MANNER”

ENGINEERING

ELECTRICAL SERVICES

PLACE YOUR AD HERE

CONSTRUCTION

CLEANING FURNACES

AUTO BODY RESTORATION

David Walker Construction
298 Biddle Road
Lincoln, Vermont

05443

Residential - Remodeling
Decks  - Doors - Windows

802-989-0320
email:

dwconstruction@gmavt.net

Dupont Auto
4087 States Prison Hollow Rd

Monkton Ridge, VT 05469
(802)453-3562 • dupontauto7@gmail.com
Full service shop. We do comprehensive 
Mechanical Diagnostics and Repairs from 
Oil Changes to Engine Rebuilds and 
Replacements. Our Body/Collision Shop does 
all levels of repair and restoration. 

24 hour towing and road side service.

DENTAL SERVICES
      Bristol Park Dental

6 PARK PLACE, BRISTOL, VT    802.453.7700

 BristolParkDental.com • BristolParkHybridge.com

We are here for all of your dental needs, 
and offer the highest quality comprehensive 
care.  We are proud to bring the full range 
of dental services to our community, and to 
be your premiere implant provider.

Where a Happy, Healthy Smile is a Walk in the Park!

Accepting all insurances, and in network with Delta Dental, 
CIGNA, United Concordia, & CBA Blue.  No insurance? 

No problem.  Dental membership plans now available!

The PC Medic of Vermont at 802-734-6815
www.pcmedicvt.com

The PC Medic of 
Vermont is now offering 

socially-distanced 
computer services.

Call for a remote tune-up 
today, and get your PC
running correctly again!

LOCAL CONTRACTOR
GENERAL CARPENTRY

HOME IMPROVEMENTS
Remodeling • Additions

Painting • Roofing
WINNER of “Best Local Contractor” 

FOUR CONSECUTIVE YEARS by 
READERS CHOICE AWARDS!

MIDDLEBURY, VERMONT

MARK TRUDEAUMARK TRUDEAU

802.388.0860802.388.0860

CARPENTRY/
CONTRACTORS

453-7345  |  138 Hunt Road, New Haven, VT

Metal Fabrication
Agricultural Repair
Commercial Repair

Auto Body Repair
Rust Repair
Collison Repair

Full/Custom
    restoration

We accept all major credit cards  |  We accept Insurance claims
Follow our projects on Facebook

Family owned & operated

FLOORING

Over two decades experience!

MASONRY
F D S M

J M
C   D S W
A  G B

802-233-4670
jmasefield@gmavt.net

A friendly, professional, 
and affordable family business.
Interior & Exterior

HESCOCK PAINTING

Kim or Jonathan Hescock
hescock@shoreham.net

462-3737 or 989-9107

Free 
Estimates 

References 

Fully 
Insured

Hummingbird
   Paint &
   Carpentry

Interior/Exterior 

802-377-2030
New Haven, VT

Fully 
Insured

Free
Estimates

PAINTING

REACH THE COUNTY  
ADVERTISE  HERE

ADDY INDY - 388-4944

HOME INSPECTIONS
Lakeside 
Electric
Residential • Commercial
Ethernet • Phone • Cable 

Robert T. Stiles
802-989-5758 | roberttstiles@yahoo.com

 
NEW & REPAIR

Residential • Lake Camps (Dunmore)
Brick – Block – Stone 

Chimneys, Fireplaces, Outside Barbecues, 
Steps, Patios, Stone Walls

Bruce A. Maheu’s

MASONRY

                         Call Bruce
     802-352-6050 

35 Years Experience
Honest & Fair Pricing 

Free Estimates 
Fully Insured

Salisbury, VT

Gevry Firewood LLC
gevryfirewoodvt@gmail.com

or 802-349-0699

Are you looking for green or 
seasoned firewood?

Well we’ve got it all right here in Addison, VT!

We cut, split, and deliver hardwood 
firewood in 12-24 inch lengths.

And we now offer kiln dried firewood!
Contact us today for a quote!

FIREWOOD

Quaker Village
CARPENTRY

Siding, Windows, Garages, Decks & Porches
New Construction, Renovations and Repairs

Maurice Plouffe
802-545-2251
1736 Quaker Village Road

Weybridge, VT 05753

DO YOU 
REPAIR 
CLEAN 

FURNACES?  YOUR AD 
SHOULD BE HERE!

802-247-5475
802-349-8265

STEADY PROPERTY MAINTENANCE & EXCAVATION

Owner

194 Silver Lake Road 
Goshen, Vt.

steadymaintenance@yahoo.com

CHUCK STEADY

EXCAVATION

FLOORING

COLLEGE APPLICATION 
COACHING

Curtis Hier, M.Ed.
(Middlebury ‘86)

College Application Coach
• Freshman/Sophomore Consultations 

• SAT Prep
• College Search

 • College Visit/Interview Preparation 
• Essay Assistance

• Financial Aid 
• Decision Counseling 

• Comprehensive Packages

Book your Free Initial Video Chat at: 

GetCollegeResults.com

ADVERTISE HERE TO
FILL YOUR CALENDAR

CALL 388-4944.

WINTER IS COMING!



PAGE 8B — Addison Independent, Thursday, September 23, 2021

Soak Up The Sun!
Don’t spend your hard-earned money 
making the hot water or electricity that 
you use today–

SOLAR IS MORE AFFORDABLE THAN EVER!

Go Green with us –

We’ve been here for you for 43 years – 
Let us help you with your solar projects today. 

Call for a FREE on-site evaluation

RENEWABLE ENERGY

Moose Rubbish and Recycling

802-897-5637
802-377-5006

2744 Watch Point Rd • Shoreham, VT 05770
Email: BR213@yahoo.com

Randall

Orvis

RUBBISH & RECYCLING

SIDING

STORAGE
4 Sizes ~ Self-locking units
Hardscrabble Rd., Bristol

Monthly prices
6’x12’ $30 8’x12’ $45

10’x12’ $55 12’x21’ $75

VISIT US ON 

FACEBOOK
www.livingstonfarmlandscape.com

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

LAROSE SURVEYS, P.C.
Ronald L. LaRose, L.S. • Kevin R. LaRose, L.S.

Land Surveying/Septic Design
“We will take you through the

permitting process!”

25 West St. • PO Box 388
Bristol, VT 05443

Telephone: 802-453-3818
Fax: 802- 329-2138

larosesurveys@gmail.com

&service& DIRECTORYBusiness
Thursday painting

plumbing
property management
real estate
registration assistance

renewable energy
rubbish & recycling
septic & water
siding
storage

surveying
tree service
wood heating

SURVEYING

Let people know about
YOUR Business!

Marcel Brunet & Sons, Inc.
Windows & Siding

Vergennes, VT

802-316-6060  rbrunet1@myfairpoint.net  802-877-2640

WE HAVE THE RIGHT EQUIPMENT 
FOR THE RIGHT JOB – TO GIVE YOU

 REASONABLE RATES

Reasonable Rates • Year-round Service • Fully Insured
(802) 453-3351 • Cell (802) 363-5619

24 Hour Emergency Service 453-7014
 Brownswelding.com

Serving Vermont for over 42 years!

BROWN’S TREE & 
CRANE SERVICE

Dangerous Trees Cut & Removed
Stumps Removed  
Trusses Set
Trees Trimmed 
Land Clearing

FREE ESTIMATES FOR TREE SERVICES

TREE SERVICE

Celebrating 36 Years
Environmental Consultants – Licensed Designers

Steve Revell CPG, LD#178 BW

• Water Supply - Location, Development and Permitting
• On-Site Wastewater Design • Single & Multiple Lot Subdivision
• Property Development & Permitting
• State and Local Permitting
• Underground Storage Tank Removal & Assessment

Fax 802-453-5399 • Email: jrevell@lagvt.com
163 Revell Drive • Lincoln, VT 05443

Toll-Free: 800-477-4384
802-453-4384

www.lagvt.com

Jeremy Revell LD#611 BW • Tyler Maynard LD#597 B

CHECK US
OUT

ONLINE AT
ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM

Made You Look
Imagine what
this space
could do for
your business

DO YOU  WORK ON 
FURNACES?  YOUR AD 

SHOULD BE HERE!

STORAGE

Full 
Excavation

Service
Middlebury, VT

TANK & CESSPOOL PUMPING
ELECTRONIC TANK LOCATING

TANK & LEACH FIELD INSPECTIONS
NEW SYSTEMS INSTALLED

ALL SEPTIC SYSTEM REPAIRS
DRAIN & PIPE CLEANING

SEPTIC SERVICE

REGISTRATION 
ASSISTANCE

LOOK HERE FIRST!!

REAL ESTATE

GET RESULTS!
ADVERTISE HERE

ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM

Over 33 years’ experience

as a real estate broker

George Brewer, Realtor/Broker
Addison County Real Estate

2337 Route 7 South
Middlebury, VT 05753
gb@acrevt.com
802-922-2127

• Residential  & Land sales
• Commercial real estate sales
• Certified Buyer 
   Representation

• Multiple Listing Service ( MLS) and our 
‘Team’ approach to buying and selling real 
estate assures you of a seamless, satisfactory 
real estate transaction.

Advertise your business on these pages for under $10 per week.
Call 388-4944 or email ads@addisonindependent.com for details.

WOOD HEATINGWOOD HEATING

DO YOU SELL WOOD?
CLEAN CHIMNEYS?

Short Surveying, inc.
Serving Addison County Since 1991

Timothy L. Short, L.S.

Rodney Orvis, L.S.

Property Line Surveys • Topograp�ical Surveys
��MA �levation �erti�cates

��� S� Pleasant St�, Middlebury, �T 
388-3511    s�ortsurveying�gmail�com

PLUMBING

YOUR AD
SHOULD BE HERE!

ADS@ADDISONINDEPDENT.COM

WOOD HEATING

ROAD READY SERVICE LLC

JEANNE MILLER (802) 349-8483 • roadreadyservicellc@gmail.com

2877 Ethan Allen, Highway, Unit 2, New Haven, VT. 05472

SAVE A TRIP TO THE DMV
Don’t drive to Rutland or Montpelier!

We can register all makes and models of cars, 

trucks, campers, trailers or side-by-sides

here in Addison County!

PAINTING

SEPTIC & WATER

PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT

SEPTIC & WATER
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Public Meetings
AL-ANON OFFERS HELP 
and hope to anyone who 
has been affected by a 
loved one’s drinking.  Mid-
dlebury hosts online meet-
ings, Sunday nights at 7:15 
pm and Wednesdays at 
1:30 pm.  Visit vermonta-
lanonalateen.org for the 
link and list of other meet-
ings in the region.  If you’d 
like to speak to an Al-Anon 
member, call our answering 
service (866-972-5266) and 
an Al-Anon member will call 
you back.

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS in person meet-
ings are suspended until 
further notice.  For a list 
of local virtual meetings 
visit http://bit.ly/district9aa.  
For more information visit 
https://aavt.org/ or call the 
24 hour hotline at 802-388-
9284.

VER GEN N E S  FR E E 
THINKERS Founded in 
1935 on the principle of 
one alcoholic helping an-
other to achieve sobriety, 
A.A. is an effective and 
enduring program of re-
covery that has changed 
countless lives.  A.A. has 
always been committed to 
making its program of re-
covery available to anyone, 
anywhere, who reaches 
out for help with an alcohol 
problem.  The Vergennes 
Free Thinkers meeting was 
created in January of this 
year to maintain a tradition 
of free expression, conduct 
a meeting where alcoholics 
may feel free to express 
any beliefs, doubts or dis-
belief they may have, to 
share their own personal 
form of spiritual experience, 
their search for it, and/or 
their rejection of it, without 

having to accept anyone 
else’s beliefs or having to 
deny their own. Meetings 
are held with a high re-
gard for compassion and 
inclusion without judgment 
or exception.  If you think 
we can help, please join 
us on Thursdays at 6pm 
by contacting Vergennes-
freethinkers@gmail.com 
for Zoom and in-person 
meeting information.

THE TURNING POINT 
CENTER of Addison County 
is temporarily closed.  Due 
to COVID-19 we are now 
holding our meetings online. 
For up-to-date information 
on how to access recovery 
services remotely please 
visit  https://turningpointaddi-
sonvt.org/covid-19-page-2/.’

VERMONT SUPPORT 
LINE Are you struggling 
with a challenging situa-
tion? Do you have feel-
ings of sadness, loneliness, 
isolation, anger, or depres-
sion? You don’t have to 
face it alone. Talk with a 
caring person who under-
stands what you’re going 
through today by calling or 
texting the free and confi-
dential Pathways Vermont 
Support Line available 24/7 
at (833) VT - TALKS.

Services
C+I DRYWALL and plaster-
ing. Call Joe 802-234-5545.

DEADLINES: Thurs. noon for Mon. paper
Mon. 5 p.m. for Thurs. paper

CLASSIFIED ORDER FORM
Addison Independent

Cash in on our 4-for-3 rates! Pay for 3 issues, get 4th issue free! 
An ad placed for consecutive issues (Mondays & Thursdays) is run 4th time free!

PLEASE PRINT YOUR AD...

The Independent assumes no financial re-
sponsibility for errors in ads, but will rerun 
classified ad in which the error occurred. 
No refunds will be possible. Advertiser 
will please notify us of any errors which 
may occur after first publication.

Number of words:
Cost:
# of runs:
Spotlight Charge:
Internet Listing: $2.00
TOTAL:

ADDISON INDEPENDENT
58 Maple Street, Middlebury, VT 05753

802-388-4944
www.addisonindependent.com •  email: classifieds@addisonindependent.com

R
A

TE
S

• 25¢ per word • minimum $2.50 per ad 

• $2 internet listing for up to 4 issues • minimum 2 insertions

• Special 4 for 3 rates not valid for the following categories: Services,
Opportunities, Real Estate, Wood heat, Attn. Farmers, For Rent & Help Wanted

Notices

Card of Thanks

Personals

Services

Free**

Lost ’N Found**

Garage Sales 

Lawn & Garden

Opportunities

Adoption

Work Wanted

Help Wanted

For Sale

Public Meetings**

For Rent

Want to Rent

Wood Heat

Real Estate

Animals

Att. Farmers

Motorcycles

Cars

Trucks

SUVs

Snowmobiles

Boats

Wanted

Real Estate Wanted

Vacation Rentals

Name:

Address:

Phone:

Email:

Spotlight with large 3$2** no charge for these ads

Volunteer ad

3x3 or a 6x3 

Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities

It’s GARAGE
      SALE Season...
Let us get the word out for you! 

Mail in your classified ad 
with payment to : 

58 Maple Street, 
Middlebury VT 05753

OR Email your ad to: classifieds 
@addisonindependent.com

# of additional words            
x # of runs           

Total Payment Enclosed $

Deadline:  

Mondays at 5pm  

for the Thursday paper

 

YOUR AD INFORMATION

DESCRIPTION:

x 25¢

ONLY $7  PER RUN (up to 30 words) – includes a 
FREE internet listing. 

Additional words are 25¢ per word / per run.

        x ___ # of runs

It’s 
      SALE
Let us get the word out for you!
ONLY $7  PER RUN 

 TOWN: 

DATES & TIMES:  

STREET ADDRESS:

$7

$7

YOUR CONTACT INFORMATION

NAME:                  PHONE:

MAILING 
ADDRESS:

E-MAIL:

$7

Garage Sales can be 
COVID Safe!

Add info to your ad 
about precautions you 
are taking and asking 

others to follow.

Addison Independent

CLASSIFIEDS
Public Meetings Public Meetings Public Meetings Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted

INSPIRED?  

IMAGINE... 
Going to work every day 

and knowing that YOU 
are helping businesses 
grow. YOU are helping 

sustain your local 
newspaper. YOU are 

contributing to a 
community where 

people are informed 
and connected to 

what’s going on 
around them.

The Addy Indy is actively hiring dynamic 
individuals to join our marketing team.

Contact Christy at
christy@addisonindependent.com  to learn more.

Immediate Openings
Full Time Customer Service

Weekdays and Saturdays required
Job Details: Paint department sales and service
Duties: Assist with customers needs, mix paint, 
help load customer vehicles, unload trucks, 
some custodial
Qualifications: Reliable, customer skills, team 
player, able to life 50 lbs, a valid driver’s license.

Job Details: Flooring department sales and 
service
Duties: Assist customers with finding flooring 
solutions, measuring, quoting jobs, order 
product, assist with loading customer vehicles 
and unloading trucks
Qualifications: Willing to learn product, detail 
oriented, basic math skills, a valid deriver’s 
license, friendly and a team player. 

*Send resume or request an application at 
customerservice@countrysidecarpetandpaint.com

or pick up an application at
Countryside Carpet and Paint at 

16 Creek Road, Middlebury, VT 05753

Mountain Meadows 
Organic Beef Farm 
seeks motivated individuals to assist 
in our large beef operation. Ideal 
candidate will have experience with 
cattle, equipment and general farm 
operations. Duties include feeding, 
barn chores, crops and general 
maintenance. 
 
Competitive wages.  
Contact Brian Kemp, farm manager 
at 802-989-0514

3 x col  2.75 CD
agway

3 x col  2.75 CD
champlain orchards

2 x col  3 CD
village health

Garage Sales Garage Sales
Registered Nurse, LPN,

or Medical Assistant (per diem)
We are looking for one friendly, 
team-oriented, organized, well 

spoken medical professional 
to join our two-provider Family 

Practice offi ce. To apply, please 
send a cover letter and resume to: 

info@villagehealthvt.com

There are many ways people can donate their time serving older Vermonters including 
delivering Meals, minor home repairs, transportation assistance, friendly visiting, grocery 
shopping, running errands and more. Age Well is in critical need for Meals on Wheels 

volunteers in Addison County, Chittenden and Franklin County, especially in these towns: 
Burlington, Essex, Middlebury, St. Albans and Winooski. 

Have you considered volunteering with Age Well?

For information about volunteer opportunities, 
please contact the Age Well Volunteer Team

by calling 802-662-5249 or via email: 
volunteer@agewellvt.org

Middlebury Agway •  338 Exchange St. – Middlebury, VT.

Warehouse and Yard Worker 
Part Time and Full Time Position available.

Warehouse Worker Job Purpose: Loading and Assisting with Customer 
Orders from the Yard, Warehouse and Store, Stocking Shelves and Filling 
Propane Tanks.

Skills/Qualifi cations: Ability to lift 50lbs repeatedly throughout the day 
Weekends and dependability a MUST!  Preferable age 18+.

Please fi ll out an application in person.
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CONSTRUCTION: ADDI-
TIONS, RENOVATIONS 
new construction, drywall, 
carpentry, painting, flooring, 
roofing, pressure washing, 
driveway sealing. All as-
pects of construction, also 
property maintenance. Ste-
ven Fifield 802-989-0009.

✓
WE BUY OLD STUFF Es-
tates, collections, antiques 
etc. Also hunting and fish-
ing items. Call Erik 802-
345-0653.

Free
DIGITAL ACCESS View 
obituaries, calendar listings 
and classifieds online at 
addisonindependent.com.  
Don’t miss out on events, 
garage sales, or opportu-
nities- check out our free 
digital listings.  Looking 
to read more? Become a 
subscriber!

FREE CAMP WOOD. 
You haul away. Monday 
- Wednesday pick up. 453-
2897.

Garage Sales
YARD SALE, SATURDAY 
SEPTEMBER 25 (Rain 
date Sat Oct 3).  Opens 
9am.  Furniture (couches, 
bedroom set, desk), ellipti-
cal machine, sport equip-
ment (indoor/outdoor nets 
for lax, hockey, baseball), 
tools, bikes, new boots/
clothes, housewares, rug, 
kitchen items, crafts, books, 
toys.  26 Stewart Lane (op-
posite the Swift House), 
Middlebury.

Help Wanted
ADDISON COUNTY VFW 
Post 7823 in Middlebury 
is hiring for a part-time, 
experienced cook for our 
events.  Wages depends 
on experience.  Give us a 
call at 802-388-9468 to set 
up an interview or send a 
resume to Addison County 
VFW Post 7823, 530 Ex-
change Street, Middlebury, 
VT 05753.

AMERICAN FLATBREAD 
MIDDLEBURY Hearth 
is hiring!  Offering good 
compensation, respect-
ful co-workers, and great 
food.  We are hiring for 
multiple full time and part 
time positions including bar 
leadership, daytime prep 
and evening shifts.  Ample 
opportunities for growth in 
a positive work environ-
ment.  Please stop in for 
an application or email Joe 
at joe@americanflatbread.
com. EOE.

ARE YOU HIGH ENERGY 
and do you enjoy working 
with people?  Then we have 
a job for you!  We are cur-
rently looking for counter 
help at our fast-paced and 
fun deli in Charlotte, VT.  If 
you are hard working and 
enthusiastic about helping 
people then take this op-
portunity to join this high 
performing team!  We are 
currently hiring for full and 
part-time help and week-
ends are a must.  Please 
drop off resumes at The 
Red Onion for consider-
ation.  If we are closed, feel 
free to slide them under 
the door.  We hope to see 
you soon!

✓
BECOME AN AMERI-
CORPS MEMBER Join 
the John Graham Housing 
& Services and Vermont 
Housing & Conservation 
Board Team.  Position: 
Service Coordinator at 
John Graham Housing & 
Services in Vergennes.  An 
Americorps member JGHS 
Service Coordinator will 
assist families and individu-
als in Addison County with 
housing services, assess-
ment of basic needs, and 
to resources.  Affordable 
housing experience not re-
quired.  Applicants will have 
a willingness to learn and a 
passion for service.  Term: 
Sept. 8, 2021 (or upon hire) 
and ends Aug. 12, 2022.  
Full time: Requires 1,720 
hours for an average of 
40 hours per week for 48 
weeks- some weekend and 
evening service required.  
Compensation: AmeriCorps 
Member living allowance 
of $20,400 and education 
award of $6,345 (pre-tax); 
benefits include Health in-
surance and federal school 
loan forbearance To apply: 
Send resume and cover 
letter to info@johngraha-
mshelter.org.  Full job de-
scription at https://vhcb.org/
sites/default/files/programs/
americorps/JGHS.pdf.

✓
BUS DRIVER-RED CE-
DAR SCHOOL in Bristol 
is seeking a part-time bus 
driver and manager for our 
short bus.  Responsibili-
ties include driving a daily 
route as well as pre-trip 
inspections, cleaning, and 
overseeing maintenance 
of the bus.  5 days a week, 
Monday through Friday ac-
cording to school schedule.  
Route is 7:00 - 8:00 am 
and 2:00-3:30 pm (2 hours 
per day), plus up to 5 ad-
ditional hours a week for 
inspections, cleaning and 
overseeing maintenance.  
Requires a CDL license 
Class C with Passenger 
& School Bus Type I en-
dorsements, DOT physi-
cal and background record 
check.  To apply or for more 
information please con-
tact Hannah at admin@
redcedarschool.org or call 
802-453-5213.

✓
COME JOIN OUR FUN 
CREW at Foley Taco and 
Bean in Brandon.  Thurs-
Sunday schedule.  No late 
nights.  Generous hourly 
plus tips.  We’re hiring for 
the following positions: 
Front of House Service & 
Bar Lead, Kitchen Prep, 
Servers.  Contact us at 
foleytacoandbean@gmail.
com.

DENTAL OFFICE SEEK-
ING per diem hygienist in 
Vergennes to fill in periodi-
cally. Please email your CV 
and availability to drcongal-
ton@yahoo.com.

✓
JOIN THE JOHN GRA-
HAM HOUSING & Services 
team.  Service Coordina-
tor job opening: provide 
access to services and a 
supportive living environ-
ment for individuals and 
families who live in John 
Graham Housing & Ser-
vices (JGHS) shelters, tran-
sitional sites and partner-
agency scattered sites in 
Addison County.  Job duties 
include cultivation of a safe, 
respectful place for home-
less families and individu-
als; a caseload of 10-15 
households: and screen-
ing, assessment, planning, 
referral, documentation, 
and advocacy.  Qualifica-
tions: BA in related field 
or experience preferred; 
Master’s degree appreci-
ated.  Knowledge of ser-
vice coordination and crisis 
intervention.  Proficiency 
with electronic documenta-
tion.  Working conditions: 
Full time work of 40 hours 
per week, including some 
evenings, weekends, and 
holidays; work on-call on a 
rotating basis.  Competitive 
salary package including 
health insurance and gen-
erous CTO.  JGHS is an 
equal-opportunity employer 
and prohibits discrimination 
and harassment of any type 
protected by federal, state 
or local laws. Application: 
Submit cover letter and 
resume to info@johngra-
hamshelter.org.

LOOKING FOR HOME 
HEALTHCARE provider 
for elderly lady with limited 
mobility in Shoreham. Flex-
ible schedule, part time 
evenings or weekends. No 
overnights. Resume/work 
history, references and 
Covid vaccine required. 
Non smoking. Call or text 
802-989-9107.

MAINTENANCE WORK 
Camp Keewaydin is looking 
for someone to help with 
maintenance, janitorial, 
painting, firewood and lawn 
care.  September-October.  
Call Lee at 352-4447 or 
lee@keewaydin.org.

SEEKING PERSONAL 
CARE assistant for 73 year 
old man in Addison to work 
Mondays, Thursdays and 
Fridays for 2-3 hours each 
day. Also seeking someone 
to work 2-3 hours on Satur-
days and Sundays. Flexible 
hours, pay is $25. per hour. 
Contact eresnik@rcn.com.

For Sale
MID 90’S BUICK STEEL 
WHEELS, set of 4.  15”, 
5 holes.  $25/each.  802-
425-3529.

NORDMAN 4. 2007 Toyota 
Tires.  Set of 4 on rims, 
$25.00.  802-425-3529.

Vacation Rentals
ADDISON: LAKE CHAM-
PLAIN waterfront camp. 
Beautiful views, gorgeous 
sunsets, private beach, 
dock, rowboat and canoe 
included. $900 weekly, or 
call for weekends. 802-349-
4212, no texts.

For Rent
DRY, WINTER/SUMMER 
STORAGE SPACE in Ad-
dison. Available storage 
space in my barn for sum-
mer/winter storage. The 
barn is structurally sound 
and weather-tight with 
electricity. No heat or run-
ning water. The barn is also 
available for lease. The en-
trance door measurements 
are 8’ wide by 7’ high. For 
more info: 802-363-3403 
or rochon_m@yahoo.com.

EAST MIDDLEBURY fur-
nished room. All included; 
fully equipped kitchen, wi-fi, 
w/d, parking, all utilities.  
Private entrance.  Clean, 
quiet, safe. $450 per 
month. Text/call Sue 802-
989-8941.

IN EXCHANGE FOR RENT 
OF: 1 bedroom with huge 
closet, 1 bath, living room 
and kitchenette, 2nd floor 
apartment (utilities includ-
ed). We are looking for 
relief (part time) caregiver/
companion/housemate to 
join team in helping care 
for elderly gentleman with 
short term memory loss/
dementia, in his home. If 
interested, please email: 
bethynp@gmail.com or Lin-
dahansondesign@gmail.
com.

LARGE, PRIVATE, SE-
CURE HEATED stor-
age space or workshop.  
24x28x14 foot high ceiling 
with 10x12 overhead door 
and private person door.  
Separate heat and a wash 
sink in the unit.  Route 7 
location in Leicester, $750/
month.  Includes, electric, 
water, snowplowing and 
lawn maintenance.  Lease 
and deposit required.  Call 
802-349-7431, leave your 
name and number and I will 
call you back.

LOOKING FOR ROOM-
MATE; someone to help 
out with cooking, household 
jobs, along with compan-
ionship on nights, week-
ends in exchange for rent 
of bedroom with private 
bath, use of kitchen. East 
Middlebury. 802-989-7533.

CLASSIFIEDS
Addison Independent

Part-Time Snowplow Operator
The Town of Lincoln is accepting applications 
for a part-time Snowplow Operator. This 
position is responsible for a variety of winter 
related highway tasks. Hours may include 
nights, weekends, and holidays. A clean 

driving record, ability 
to pass drug & 
alcohol tests, and 
a valid CDL are 
required. At least 
one-year experience 
plowing snow 
preferred. We are an 

equal opportunity employer.
Please call Dave at the Lincoln Town Garage 

at (802) 453-3703 for more information.

Help Wanted

Help Wanted Help Wanted

Help Wanted Help Wanted

Help Wanted Services

THE MEADOWS
Middlebury, VT

We are currently 
accepting applications 

for our waiting list.
Eligible applicants pay 
30% of their adjusted 

income for rent.
For more information, 
please write or call the 

rental management agent.

Real-Net
Management, Inc.

26 Court Street
Middlebury, VT 05753

802-388-4994
EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY

It’s against the law to 
discriminate

when advertising housing

Let us help you sift through the complexities of 
the Fair Housing Law. Stay legal. Stay on the 
right side of the nation’s Fair Housing Law. 

Call the Addison Independent at (802) 
388-4944.

Talk to our sales professionals.

It’s against the law to discriminate when 
advertising housing. Its easier to break the law 
than you might think. You can’t say “no children” 
or “adults only.”
There’s a lot you can’t say.
The Federal Government 
is watching for such discrimination.

Looking for 
something different?

Your local newspaper 
is your

BEST RESOURCE 
for local 

job opportunities!

Also available online:
addisonindependent.com

Circulation / Front Desk manager who is eager to help 
grow our subscription base and newsstand paper sales, 
plus a multitude of other tasks that will make the days fly 
by and will never leave you bored!
The job entails coordinating distribution of the Addison 
Independent newspaper and our sister paper The 
Reporter (covering greater Brandon), as well as Vermont 
Ski + Ride Magazine and Vermont Sports magazine. A 
successful applicant will be a self-sufficient, independent 
worker who brings a smile to work Mon-Fri, ready to 
connect with our community and be willing to help manage 
digital and paper subscriptions. Ample opportunities for 
creative thinking, problem-solving and innovation.
Competitive wage and benefits offered.
Please send a cover letter, resumé and references to:

ADDISON  COUNTY

Serving Addison County, Vt., Since 1946

INDEPENDENT
58 Maple Street • 802-388-4944

ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM

Angelo Lynn angelo@addisonindependent.com

TO HIRE

YOU
WE WANT

TOWN OF NEW HAVEN
The Town of New Haven is seeking to �ll the positions of 

Town Administrator and Zoning Administrator.
These can be combined to be a full-time position or two part-time 
positions. Salary, wages and bene�ts dependent upon experience 
and postion(s) applied for. The Selectboard is seeking an individual 
or individuals with strong interpersonal, business, �nancial, grant 

writing, planning and zoning skills. The ability to oversee and 
manage a small town and its employees. Knowledge of State 

Statutes and municipal experience are a must. Related experience 
and/or a bachelor’s degree in administration or business; 

Planning and Zoning experience preferred.
Please send a letter of interest, salary requirements, resume and 

three references to:
Town Administrator/Zoning Administrator

C/O Town of New Haven
78 North St., New Haven, VT 05472

Job open until �lled. Positions to be �lled ASAP.
Draft job description available by request and at newhavenvt.com

 

Please contact us at 802-388-6388
Web: www.sccvt.org    |    Email:  humanresources@sccvt.org

Begin a career, don’t start a job. 

Spend your time doing work
that makes a real difference.

We need great people
who want to help great people.

Are you compassionate, kind, and firm? Are you resilient and 
adaptable? Specialized Community Care is seeking unique 
and patient individuals who will act as mentors, coaches, 
and friends to provide support for adults in Vermont with 
Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities. This is a fun and 
rewarding career spent “Off the Couch”. Please contact us to 
set up a time to chat if you would like more information. We 
provide extensive training, support, professional growth and 
advancement opportunities in a family work environment. Our 
starting pay range is $14.00 and we offer opportunities for 
increases for experience/existing skill set after a probationary 
period and further advancement and pay for self-paced skill 
building. We want to hire your values and train the skills that 
will help make you successful.

Let’s talk!

3 x col 6 CD
silver maple const

3 x col 3.5 CD
MIddstate towing

2 x col  2.25 CD
maplefuelds

For Rent

Help Wanted 
ads can

be found on 
Pages 9B,
and 10B.

✓

ALL ADDISON COUNTY LOCATIONS 
CURRENTLY HIRING!

For openings and to apply, visit 
Maple�elds.com

Looking for work in your hometown? 
We offer medical, dental, paid vacation, 

personal time, sick time and 401K for
full time positions.

Looking for full time or part-time work?
 We are looking for heros!

MiddState Towing is hiring drivers for vehicle towing, accident 
recovery, equipment hauling and service calls. 

Work schedule is days with some nights and weekends on rotation.  
Be a part of a professional team that takes pride in the 

customer service of helping those in need.
Successful applicant will:

• live in proximity of New Haven due to on-call coverage
• have a clean driving record

Looking for CDL and non-CDL drivers, on the job Training available
 Minimum age 23 due to insurance requirements

Competitive hourly and commission based pay plus benefits.
For more information and to obtain an application please contact 

Joe at 802-238-0389 or Middstatetowing@yahoo.com

 Experienced Residential Carpenter
 A collaborative, start-to-finish production-oriented craftsperson 
capable of bringing a building out of the ground from foundation to 
finish
 Experienced Residential Construction Project Manager
 A Project Manager at SMC must be a builder experienced in 
construction cost estimating and scheduling so that they can 
efficiently manage several large projects and bring them from 
concept to completion in collaboration with clients, designers/
architects, carpenters, and subs.
 Lead Spray Technician and Lacquer Specialist
 Qualified applicants must have at least 5 years of experience applying 
lacquer and various finishes, and should be ready to lead our finish 
department.
 Experienced Cabinetmaker
 Qualified applicants need to have a custom woodworking background 
(at least 5 years) and be comfortable designing solutions for the 
unique projects we create.

 For full job descriptions and to apply please visit: 

silvermapleconstruction.bamboohr.com/jobs/ 
or email 

drey@silvermapleconstruction.com”

Help Wanted!
 Our company is dynamic, high-energy, and 

team-oriented and our culture is one of customer service, 
collaboration, and agility. 

For Rent
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MIDDLEBURY- Available 
October 8.  Conveniently 
located, second floor apart-
ment.  One bedroom with 
room for an in-home of-
fice, living room, dining and 
kitchen.  Completely reno-
vated with a heat pump for 
heat and air conditioning.  
Trash, recycle, compost, 
plowing, water and sewer 
all included.  $1,200/month 
plus reference and security 
deposit.  Call Bonnie 802-
349-8646.

MIDDLEBURY, OFF CAM-
PUS HOUSING available. 
802-388-4831, AJ Neri 
Property Rentals.

MIDDLEBURY: SHARE 
A RUSTIC, lived-in rural 
home w/farmer in his 60s, 
an avid reader who enjoys 
traditional music.  no rent 
in exchange for meal prep 
2-3/wk, housekeeping & oc-
casional errands.  Must be 
cat-friendly.  802-863-5625 
or HomeShareVermont.org 
for application.  Interview, 
refs, bg check req. EHO.

ONE BEDROOM ELDER-
LY/DISABLED apartment 
in Brandon.  Rent based on 
income, utilities included, 
walking distance to town, 
Equal Housing Opportunity.  
802-828-1045.

RIPTON RENTAL, 2 BED-
ROOM, 1 bath.  Looking for 
a responsible tenant, ideally 
from October through May 
for a tidy, well-maintained 
cabin in Ripton.  Internet 
and electricity included.  
You would pay for propane 
use for heating.  Refer-
ences required.  Please 
call or text 646-784-3287.

SHOREHAM: SHARE A 
HOME with a kind senior 
man.  No rent in exchange 
for evening meal prep 3-4 
days/week, companion-
ship and light help around 
the house. Private bath.  
Well-behaved dog would be 
considered.  802-863-5625 
or HomeShareVermont.org 
for application. Interview, 
refs., bg. check req. EHO.

VERGENNES VALLEY 
VIEW APARTMENTS is 
currently taking wait list ap-
plications.  Occupants must 
be 62+ years of age.  No 
smoking/ No pets. Income 
limits apply - Rent based 
on income. Equal Housing 
Opportunity.  802-247-0165 
TTY: 800-253-0191 www.
SummitPMG.com.

VERGENNES WILLOW 
APARTMENTS Is currently 
taking waitlist applications 
for 1 and 2 bedroom apart-
ments.  No smoking/no 
pets.  Income limits ap-
ply- Rent rate based on 
income.  Equal Housing 
Opportunity 802-247-0165 
TTY: 800-253-0191.  www.
SummitPMG.com.

Want to Rent
SEEKING ONE BED-
ROOM, FIRST floor apart-
ment, or room in home 
in Middlebury/Weybridge 
or village close by. Would 
consider 2 bedroom small 
house. 978-907-2174, 
please leave message.

Att. Farmers
HORSE BLANKET WASH 
and repair.  Accepting non-
leather (for now) horsewear 
of all kinds for cleaning and 
repairing at my Weybridge 
location.  Call or text Sue 
Miller at 802-377-5945 or 
email svdwmiller@icloud.
com with “horse” in the 
subject line for more in-
formation.

SMALL SQUARE BALES 
$3.50.  Excellent round 
bales $30.00.  Call 802-
377-5455.

WHITNEY’S CUSTOM 
FARM WORK Pond agi-
tating, liquid manure haul-
ing, drag line aerating. Call 
for price. 462-2755, John 
Whitney.

Wanted

CLASSIFIEDS
Addison Independent

For Rent For Rent

XXXXXXX XXXXXXX XXXXXXX XXXXXXX XXXXXXX

All real estate advertising 
in this newspaper is 
subject  to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968 
as amended which makes 
it illegal to advertise “any 
preference, limitation or 
discrimination based on race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status, national origin, 
sexual orientation, or persons 
receiving public assistance, 
or an intention to make any 
such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.”

This newspaper will 
not  knowingly accept any 
advertisement for real estate 
which is in violation of the 
law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings 
advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.  To complain 
of discrimination, call HUD 
Toll-free at 1-800-424-8590. 
For the Washington, DC area 
please call HUD at 
426-3500.

OLD guns
wanted

P: 802-775-2859
C: 802-236-7213

Rifles, 
Hand 
guns, 

Shot guns
Top prices paid.

ACCEPTING CONSIGNMENTS NOW!!
EXPECTING 150 HEAD/TOP HOLSTEIN ARTIFICIALLY SIRED – 

FRESH & SPRINGING, SHORTBREDS,
READY TO BREED-OPEN HEIFERS & CALVES! 

BEEF & FEEDER SALE TO FOLLOW!!
CALL FOR MORE INFO. 

ACCS   T.G.WISNOWSKI  802-989-1507
VT. TOLL FREE 800- 339 -COWS

SALE MANAGER- T.G. WISNOWSKI
AUCTIONEER- JOHN NOP

ADDISON COUNTY COMMISSION SALES 
WWW.ACCSCATTLE.COM

WELCOME BACK SALE!!
ADDISON COUNTY 

COMMISSION SALES

WHEN: 12 NOON-WED. OCTOBER 6TH
WHERE: AT ACCS -BARNS

RT 125 EAST MIDDLEBURY, VT

*ANNUAL FALL DAIRY/FEEDER AUCTION*

PUBLIC
NOTICE

Full Passport Service
Addison County Courthouse
The Addison County Clerk located 

in Frank Mahady Courthouse 
is available to accept passport 

applications and provide 
passport photos.

REGULAR HOURS
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday

9am to 1pm

APPOINTMENTS REQUIRED. 
FACE MASKS REQUIRED.

(even if vaccinated)

802-388-1966
addisoncountyclerk@gmail.com

Wednesday 12:30pm to 4:30pm

NOTICE OF
PUBLIC HEARING

All residents of Addison County 
are hereby given notice of the 
annual meeting of Addison County 
Fair & Field Days, Inc., to be held 
at the Weybridge Congregational 
Church, 2790 Weybridge Road, 
Weybridge, VT 05753 on October 4, 
2021 at 7:00pm.  Masks are required 
to attend the meeting.

AGENDA
I. Welcome and Introduction
 of Board Members
II. Review of 2021
III. Financial Report
IV. Audience Comments  
 and Questions
V. Election of Board Members   
	 and	Officers
Cara N. Mullin
Business Manager

PUBLIC INFORMATION HEARING 
SEPTEMBER 28, 2021 AT 7:00PM

Addison School Building
121 VT Rte 17 West, Addison, VT

The legal voters of the Town of Addison are hereby notified that an informational 
hearing will be held on Tuesday, September 28, 2021 at the Addison School 
building at 7:00PM to discuss reconsideration of Article 1:

 Shall the Town of Addison withdraw from the Addison Northwest School 
District? 

The Article was voted on Tuesday, July 13, 2021.
The reconsideration vote will be held on Tuesday, October 5, 2021, by 

Australian Ballot at the Addison Town Clerk’s Office, 65 VT Rte 17 West, 
Addison, VT from 7:00AM to 7:00PM.

Jeffrey Kauffman Sr., Chair
Addison Select Board

TOWN OF ADDISON 
WARNING

The legal voters of the Town of Addison, Vermont, are hereby notified and 
warned to meet at the Addison Town Clerk’s Office in the Town of Addison on 
Tuesday, October 5, 2021 between the hours of seven o’clock (7:00) in the 
forenoon (a.m.), at which time the polls will open, and seven o’clock (7:00) in 
the afternoon (p.m.), at which time the polls will close, to vote by Australian ballot 
upon the following Article:

ARTICLE 1
“Shall the Town of Addison withdraw from the Addison Northwest School 
District?”
Dated at Addison, Vermont, this 26th day of August 2021.
Peter Briggs                           Robert Hunt
Jeffrey Kauffman Sr                Steven Torrey  Roger Waterman

TOWN OF LINCOLN PUBLIC NOTICE
MONDAY, OCTOBER 11, 2021 AT 7:00 P.M.

The Lincoln Zoning Board of Adjustment will hold a public hearing for Waiver 
Application # 21-077, as requested by R.C. Matthew Lee, for Parcel I.D. # 
02070213.200 at Lincoln Gap Road, Lincoln, VT. The hearing regards the 
proposed construction of a new home on said property to be purchased by the 
applicant, pending approval of the application. The application is on file at the 
Lincoln Town Office along with supporting documentation for viewing during 
regular office hours.

The hearing will be held in-person Monday, October 11, 2021 at 7:00 pm at 
the Lincoln Town Office and virtually using Zoom. Participation in the hearing is a 
prerequisite to the right to take any subsequent appeal.

Zoom Meeting link:
https://zoom.us/j/91234747900?pwd=SDVsSDNvaGNMVEExU015UWpGY3JxZz09
Meeting ID: 912 3474 7900 Passcode: 010880 Phone: +1 929 205 6099

Nicole Lee, Lincoln ZBA Clerk

RIPTON ZONING PLANNING COMMISSION
It is the policy of the Ripton Planning Commission to inform abutting property 

owners of a public hearing held on behalf of a neighboring landowner.  A copy of 
the public notice follows:

TOWN OF RIPTON
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

The Planning Commission will hold a public hearing in the Community 
House on Tuesday, October 12, 2021 at 7:15 p.m., (accommodation via 
videoconference, link posted on the Town website www. riptonvermont.org, is 
available) to conduct a hearing and review and site plan review of the application 
(#21-26) from Caroline Herzog and Michael Hussey for approval of their 
application to subdivide their property located at 687 Peddler Bridge Road (Tax 
Map ID# 06-03-63).  

The application is available for inspection at the Town Office.  Interested 
parties who wish to appeal or to be heard at the hearing may do so in person, or 
may be represented by an agent or an attorney.  Communications relating to the 
application may be filed in writing with the Commission either before or during 
the hearing.

N.B.: Participation in the hearing is necessary to establish status as an 
‘interested person’ and the right to appeal decisions rendered in that hearing, 
according to the provisions of 24 V.S.A. 117 §§4465(b) and 4471(a).  Participation 
consists of offering, through oral or written testimony, evidence or a statement of 
concern directly related to the subject of the hearing. 
Respectfully submitted,
Carrie Herzog and Michael Cummings, Co-Chairs

     ★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★
TOWN OF MIDDLEBURY SELECTBOARD MEETING

ROOM 116 – LARGE CONFERENCE
TOWN OFFICES – 77 MAIN STREET

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 28, 2021 - 7:00 P.M.
 

Also available via Zoom:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89762944309
By Phone: +1 646-558-8656 (not toll-free)

Webinar ID: 897 6294 4309
 

For those wishing to watch but not participate:
Selectboard meetings are livestreamed to MCTV’s YouTube Channel:

https://www.youtube.com/user/MCTVVermont
and also broadcast live on Comcast Channel 1071

 AGENDA
7:00  1. **Call to Order
 2. *Approval of Agenda
 3. *Approval of Consent Agenda
  3.a. Approval of Minutes of the September 14, 2021 Regular   
  Selectboard Meeting Minutes
  3.b. Acceptance of Selectboard Subcommittee Meeting Minutes
  3.c. Consent Agenda Placeholder
  3.d. Consent Agenda Placeholder
  3.e. Town Manager’s Report
 4. *Citizen Comments [Opportunity to raise or address issues not 
otherwise included on this agenda]
          5. *Agenda Placeholder
7:10 6. *Request from East Middlebury Fire District #1 Prudential   
	 Committee	for	an	Appointment	to	the	Prudential	Committee	to	fill	an		 	
 unexpired term
7:15 7. *Departmental Purchasing Requests
  7.a. *Approval of Sole Source Purchase UV Lamps for the   
  Wastewater Treatment Facility
	 	 7.b.	*Approval	of	Sole	Source	Purchase	of	an	Influent	Valve	for	the		
  Wastewater Treatment Facility
7:20 8. **Report from the Public Health & Safety Committee meeting   
 of September 20, 2021, including the Committee’s recommendation   
 on Licensing E-scooter rentals
7:35 9. *Operating Agreement with Acorn Energy Solar for Bristol   
 Community Solar Project, including a discussion of the timing of   
 payments associated with the agreement, pending successful   
 completion of the 30-day appeal period for the bond vote on October   
 1, 2021.
7:50 10. **Follow-up Discussion of the Ilsley Public Library Trustees’   
 Request for Re-engagement in Preliminary Planning for the Ilsley   
 Public Library Renovation/Expansion Project
8:10 11. **Initial Discussion of Items for Negotiation for the Renewal of the  
 Town’s Lease of Recreation Park form the Addison Central School   
 District
8:20 12. **Initial Discussion of Maintenance & Budgeting for Hammond   
 Cemetery (a/k/a Bushey Cemetery) on Washington Street Extension
8:25 13. **Follow-up Discussion of September 21, 2021 Retreat, which   
 included discussions of: 1) the Economic Development Initiative   
 (development of the Cross Street Bridge/Bakery Lane Parking Lot   
 adjacent to the River; and 2) the Bourdon Property, which is currently  
 owned by the Vermont Agency of Transportation
8:40 14. *Approval of Check Warrants
 15. **Board Member Concerns
 16. *Executive Session – None Anticipated
 17. **Action on Matters Discussed in Executive Session
8:50 18. *Adjourn

* Decision Item        ** Possible Decision

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT SERVICES

Addison County Community Trust (ACCT) and Evernorth (EN) request 
Construction Management firms to submit proposals for the renovation and 
redevelopment of 55 units of existing housing located in 7 buildings on 2 sites 
in Vergennes, Vermont. Qualified applicants will have comparable experience 
and a bonding capacity of at least $4.35MM. To obtain a proposal response form 
and specific project information, contact Amy Dohner at Evernorth at adohner@
evernorthus.org. Response forms must be submitted and received by 
Thursday, October 7, 2021 at 4:00 p.m. Davis Bacon residential wages may 
apply. Minority-owned, women-owned, Section 3 businesses and locally-owned 
businesses are strongly encouraged to apply.

Please contact Amy Dohner at Evernorth at adohner@evernorthus.org
or  (802) 861-3807 with questions for the above notice.

NEWS

Lincoln Have a news tip? Call Dawn 
Mikkelsen at 453-7029

LINCOLN — The Ladies Aid 
Industria will be holding their annual 
fall rummage sale at Burnham Hall 
on Friday, Oct. 15 from 8 a.m. to 6 
p.m., and Saturday, Oct. 16 from 8 
a.m. to noon. 

They will be collecting donations 
on Wednesday, Oct. 13 from 12:30 
p.m. to 6 p.m., if you have clean, 
gently used items to donate. Masks 
will be required for this event.
A TIME TO SAY THANKS

As you may know, our town 
received an extraordinary gift at the 
end of last year. Willard Jackson 
donated 134 acres of conserved 
land, located in the heart of our 
community, to the town of Lincoln. 

If you don’t yet know this land, 
you’re in for a wonderful surprise. 
Just across the river from our school, 
the land is a beautiful mosaic of 
forests and open fi elds, with many 
walking trails.

On October 6 at 4:30 p.m., 
we have the chance to thank the 
Jacksons in person and celebrate 
this land together. The celebration 
will include a bring-your-own 
picnic dinner, celebratory cake, 
campfi re, ribbon cutting, and trail 
walks. 

The entrance to the land is located 

about a quarter-mile east of the 
General Store (heading toward the 
school). There’s very little parking 
at the site, so please park in town 
and follow the sidewalk toward the 
school to where the sidewalk ends. 
The entrance to the Jackson land 
is about 100 feet beyond that on 
the same side of the road. Bring a 
picnic for yourself, warm clothes, 
and a fl ashlight since it will be 
getting dark early then. We’ll have 
luminaria lighting the path too!
LIBRARY PORCH SALE

Time is running out to stop by the 
Library’s porch sale and stock up 
on DVDs, CD’s, puzzles and good 
reads for the winter. A suggested 
price of $1.00 for hardcovers and 
puzzles, and 50 cents for the other 
items, or fi ll a whole bag for $5.00. 
All donations benefi t the library. 
One table is devoted to children’s 
books, many of them about different 
cultural holidays. Please NO 
donations at this time. The porch 
sale will run through mid-October.

Until next time... A Little Progress 
Each Day Adds Up To Big Results. 
It Takes As Much Energy To Wish 
As It Does To Plan. The Best View 
Comes After The Hardest Climb. 

Notice is hereby given to the taxpayers of the Town and Town School District of 
New Haven. It was voted at the 2021 Annual Town Meeting that property taxes 
will be due in the Town Office by Monday, Oct. 4, 2021.

Property taxes will be considered late if not received in the Town Clerk’s 
Office by the close of the business day. Sorry.... POSTMARKS WILL NOT BE 
CONSIDERED TIMELY.

Checks are deposited when received. Please date your check for the date you 
deliver it to the office.

Delinquent taxes are charged an 8% penalty and interest charges of 1% per 
month will be added to unpaid taxes after October 4, 2021 (per Vt. State Statute).

Danielle Hubbell, Treasurer
Town of New Haven, VT

TOWN OF NEW HAVEN
PROPERTY TAX NOTICE

You can reach us at
ads@addisonindependent.com

email us:

Addison (3)
Addison County Courthouse 

(1)
Addison County Fair & Field 

Days (1)
Leicester (1)

Lincoln (1)
Middlebury (1)
New Haven (1)

Ripton (1)
Vergennes (1)

     Public Notices Index
Public Notices for the  following can be found in this 
ADDISON INDEPENDENT  on Pages 11B and 12B.

For breaking news & updates wherever you are!
facebook.com/addisonindependent  |   twitter.com/addyindy

Find Us On:

COST 
/LB

MARKET REPORT
ADDISON COUNTY

COMMISSION SALES
RT. 125 • EAST MIDDLEBURY, VT

Sales for 9/16 & 9/20, 2021
                        COST 
BEEF LBS. /LB $
G Sayward 1550 .78 1209.00
Woodnotch 1630 .765 1246.95
Wilcon Farm 1570 .765 1201.05
Nop Bros & Sons 1135 .755 856.93
Deer Valley Ptnshp 1780 .725 1290.50
Vorsteveld Farm 1850 .70 1295.00

CALVES    LBS. $
M. Russell 107 2.45 262.15
P. Doyon 91 2.30 209.30
H. Sunderland 108 2.30 248.40
Gilead Brook 95 2.20 215.60
M. Urie 100 2.10 210.00
Total # Beef: 181 • Total # Calves: 394
We value our faithful customers.

Sales at 3 pm - Mon. & Thurs.
call 1-802-388-2661
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STATE OF VERMONT VERMONT SUPERIOR COURT
ADDISON UNIT, CIVIL DIVISION DOCKET NO: 33-2-19 ANCV

NATIONSTAR MORTGAGE LLC D/B/A MR. COOPER
v.
LESLEY J. BIENVENUE A/K/A LESLEY BIENVENUE AND SECRETARY OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT
OCCUPANTS OF: 2997 Lake Dunmore Road, Leicester VT
MORTGAGEE’S NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE OF REAL PROPERTY UNDER 12 V.S.A. SEC 4952 ET SEQ.

In accordance with the Judgment Order and Decree of Foreclosure entered December 3, 2019, in the above captioned 
action brought to foreclose that certain mortgage given by Lesley J. Bienvenue a/k/a Lesley Bienvenue to Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc. as nominee for PHH Mortgage Corporation, dated November 9, 2009 and recorded 
in Book 67 Page 518 of the land records of the Town of Leicester, of which mortgage the Plaintiff is the present holder, by 
virtue of an Assignment of Mortgage from Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc. as nominee for PHH Mortgage 
Corporation to Nationstar Mortgage LLC d/b/a Mr. Cooper dated July 21, 2015 and recorded in Book 76 Page 551, of the 
land records of the Town of Leicester for breach of the conditions of said mortgage and for the purpose of foreclosing the 
same will be sold at Public Auction at 2997 Lake Dunmore Road, Leicester, Vermont on October 12, 2021 at 12:00 PM all 
and singular the premises described in said mortgage, 
   To wit: 

Being all and the same lands and premises together with improvements now thereon, as were conveyed to 
Aaron Schondube and Julie G Schondube by Warranty Deed of Anna N. DeGraw, dated September 25, 2003 
and recorded in Book 58, at Pages 227-229 of the Town of Leicester Land Records and being described more 
particularly therein as follows, viz:

Being all and the same lands and premises described in the Warranty Deed of LaFond’s Auto Body, Inc. d/b/a 
Moore’s Auto to Anna N. DeGraw dated November 7, 2001, and recorded in Book 55 at Page 39 of the Leicester 
Land Records, and being there described as follows:

“Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed to LaFond’s Auto Body, Inc. d/b/a Moore’s Auto, by Quit-
Claim Deed of Tracy Yandow and Candy Smith, dated July 31, 2001 and recorded in the Town of Leicester Land 
Records in Book 54, Page 290 and more particularly described therein as follows:

‘Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed to Tracy Yandow and Candy Smith by Warranty Deed of 
LaFond’s Auto Body, Inc. d/b/a Moore’s Auto, dated January 30, 1998 and recorded in the Town of Leicester Land 
Records in Book 49 at Page 252-253.

Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed to LaFond’s Auto Body, Inc. d/b/a Moore’s Auto, by 
Warranty Deed of Wayne W. Hutchins and Marlene Hutchins, husband and wife, dated December 2, 1992 and 
recorded in the Town of Leicester Land Records in Book 43, Pages 307-309.

“Beginning at a point in the easterly line of Vermont Route 53, which point is South 62° 35” 48” East 2.93 feet 
from the iron pipe supposedly marking the southwesterly corner of lands now or formerly of Barbara Ellen 
Whipple, described in Book 43. Page 495 and proceeding 

“South 62° 35’ 48” East along the southerly line of said lands of Whipple a distance of 117.92 feet to an iron 
pipe set at the southeasterly corner thereof; thence proceeding 

“South 62° 35’ 48” East along the southerly line of lands now or formerly of Michael Tibbetts and Sandra 
Bushey, as described at Book 33, Page 426, a distance of 319.14 feet to an iron pipe at an in-corner thereof; 
thence proceeding

“South 21° 23’ 33” West along the westerly line of lands of Tibbetts and Bushey a distance of 200.00 feet to an 
iron pipe at the northeasterly corner of land retained by Wayne and Marlene Hutchins in their conveyance to the 
within Grantor at Book 43, Page 307; thence proceeding

“North 62° 29’ 21” West along the northerly line of said lands of Hutchins a distance of 440.74 feet to an iron 
pipe at the northwesterly corner thereof and in the easterly line of Route 53; thence proceeding

“Northerly, along the limit of Route 53, long a curve to the right having a radius at the property line of 1425.94 
feet, an arc distance of 198.98 feet to the point and place of beginning. The straight line connecting the last two 
mentioned pipes is North 22° 25’ 12” East 198.83 feet.

“As described hereby, the conveyed premises contain about 2.01 acres and are the same as the northerly lot 
depicted on a survey plat entitled Survey of Lands presently Owned by LeFond’s Auto Body, Inc. and Wayne 
Hutchins and wife, dated 10/08/96 and prepared by Spencer Engineering, Inc. as Drawing No. C9656, to which 
survey reference is made in aid of this description.

“Being a portion of the lands and premises conveyed to Wayne Hutchins and Marlene Hutchins by Warranty 
Deed of Joseph E. Johnson, II, dated June 30, 1988 and recorded at Book 39, Page 144 of the Town of Leicester 
Land Records.

“As to any portion of the parcel above described as may lie within the legal limits of the highway right of way, 
the Grantors quit-claim only their right, title and interest and such portion, if any, is expressly excluded from the 
covenants of warranty.

“The within conveyance is subject to terms and conditions of State of Vermont Subdivision Permits #EC-9-0620 
dated April 29, 1991 and #EC-9-0335 (Revised) dated June 9, 1987.

“Reference is hereby made to said deeds and their records and to all prior deeds and their records for a further 
and more complete description of the lands and premises herein conveyed”

Conveyed herewith is the following mobile home permanently affixed to the land and which is part of the real 
property: Make: Skyline; Model: Claredge; Year:  1995; Serial Number: 4316-0529H; Size: 14 x 72; Color: Tan. In 
prior transactions, due to a scrivener’s error, the Serial Number was incorrectly stated as 4313-0529H and is now 
correctly stated hereinabove.

Reference is hereby made to the above instruments and to the records and references contained therein in further aid 
of this description.

Terms of sale: Said premises will be sold and conveyed subject to all liens, encumbrances, unpaid taxes, tax titles, 
municipal liens and assessments, if any, which take precedence over the said mortgage above described.

TEN THOUSAND ($10,000.00) Dollars of the purchase price must be paid by a certified check, bank treasurer’s or 
cashier’s check at the time and place of the sale by the purchaser.  The balance of the purchase price shall be paid by a 
certified check, bank treasurer’s or cashier’s check within sixty (60) days after the date of sale.

The mortgagor is entitled to redeem the premises at any time prior to the sale by paying the full amount due under the 
mortgage, including the costs and expenses of the sale.  
Other terms to be announced at the sale.  
DATED : August 5, 2021
 By: /S/ Rachel K. Ljunggren, Esq.
 Rachel K. Ljunggren, Esq
 Bendett and McHugh,   
 PC270 Farmington Ave., Ste. 151  
 Farmington, CT 06032

NATIONSTAR MORTGAGE LLC D/B/A MR. COOPER
v.
JAMIE JO BARROWS AND BENJAMIN E. SMITH
OCCUPANTS OF: 1907 Mountain Road, Addison VT

MORTGAGEE’S NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE OF REAL PROPERTY UNDER 12 V.S.A. sec 4952 et seq.
In accordance with the Judgment Order and Decree of Foreclosure entered July 23, 2018, in the above captioned action brought 
to foreclose that certain mortgage given by Jamie Jo Barrows and Benjamin E. Smith to Mortgage Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc., as nominee for ARK-LA-Tex Financial Services LLC DBA Benchmark Mortgage, dated December 11, 2009 and 
recorded in Book 95 Page 446 of the land records of the Town of Addison, of which mortgage the Plaintiff is the present holder, by 
virtue of the following Assignments of Mortgage: (1) Assignment of Mortgage from Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, 
Inc., as nominee for ARK-LA-Tex Financial Services LLC DBA Benchmark Mortgage to Bank of America, N.A., successor 
by merger to BAC Home Loans Servicing, LP dated May 14, 2012 and recorded in Book 99 Page 121 and (2) Assignment 
of Mortgage from Bank of America, N.A., successor by merger to BAC Home Loans Servicing, LP to Nationstar Mortgage 
LLC dated June 9, 2015 and recorded in Book 104 Page 566, both of the land records of the Town of Addison for breach of 
the conditions of said mortgage and for the purpose of foreclosing the same will be sold at Public Auction at 1907 Mountain 
Road, Addison, Vermont on October 15, 2021 at 10:00 AM all and singular the premises described in said mortgage, 
To wit: 

Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed to Benjamin E. Smith and Jamie Jo Barrows by 
Warranty Deed of Hedy M. Sackett, dated December 11, 2009, to be recorded prior hereto in the Addison 
Land Records, and being more particularly described therein as follows:
“Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed to Hedy M. Sackett by Warranty Deed of Elizabeth H. 
Burgess dated June 16, 1998 and recorded in Book 65 at Page 70 of the Town of Addison Land Records and 
partially described therein as follows
`Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed to Elizabeth H. Burgess by Warranty Deed of John W. 
Freyberger dated May 6, 1986, and recorded at Book 45 Pages 125-126 Addison Land Records, and being 
therein described as follows:
Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed to John W. Freyberger by Warranty Deed of Ricky R. 
Condon and Holly D. Condon dated April 4, 1985, and recorded at Book 43 Pages 529-530 of the Addison 
Land Records, and being therein described as follows:
Being all the same lands and premise described in a Warranty Deed from Yvonne R. Condon to Ricky R. 
Condon and Holly Condon, dated June 16, 1981, recorded at Volume 40, Page 405 of the Addison Land 
Records. Said lands and premises are more particularly described therein as follows:
Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed to Stephen J. Condon, Jr. and Yvonne R. Condon by 
Warranty Deed of Charles L. Phillips and Jacqueline Phillips, dated June, 16, 1971, and recorded at Book 34 
Pages 454- 455 Addison Land Records and being therein described as follows:

Commencing at a telephone pole in the easterly line of the highway known as the Mountain Road, 
southwesterly of the house on the lands hereby conveyed;
Thence northerly in the line of said highway 298.20 feet, more or less, to a point; 
Thence S 60° 54’ E 205.82 feet to an iron pipe;
Thence S 08° 00’ W 24.10 feet, more or less, to an iron pipe;
Thence continuing southerly in approximately the same bearing 200 feet, more or less, to a point;
Thence westerly 192 feet, more or less, to the point of beginning.
Said land and premises are a part of the land and premises described in a deed to the Grantors 
herein from Frank Whitford’s Admx., recorded in Addison Land Records Book 31, Page 492.
This deed is executed for the sole purpose of correcting the description in a previous deed from the 
Grantors herein to the Grantees herein, dated August 31, 1960 recorded in Book 32, Pages 27-28 
Addison Land Records.
Reference is hereby made to said deeds and their records and to all prior deeds and their records 
for a further and more complete description of the land and premises herein conveyed.
Reference is made to one certain Order and Decree of the Addison County Court, Yvonne R. 
Condon v. Stephen J. Condon, Jr., Docket No. C74-73Ad, dated December 17, 1973, and recorded at 
Book 36 Page 64 Addison Land Records awarding the above described lands and premises to the 
Grantor free and clear of the marital rights of Stephen J. Condon, Jr.
Reference is hereby made to the aforementioned deeds and deeds and records therein referenced, 
all in further aid of this description.
Subject to easements and rights of way of record.
Reference is hereby made to said deed and its records and to all prior deeds and their records for a 
more complete description of the lands and premise conveyed....’
Reference is hereby made to said deeds and their records and to all prior deeds and their records 
for a further and more complete description of the lands and premises herein conveyed.”

Reference is hereby made to the above instruments and to the records and references contained therein in further aid of 
this description.

Terms of sale: Said premises will be sold and conveyed subject to all liens, encumbrances, unpaid taxes, tax titles, municipal 
liens and assessments, if any, which take precedence over the said mortgage above described.

TEN THOUSAND ($10,000.00) Dollars of the purchase price must be paid by a certified check, bank treasurer’s or cashier’s 
check at the time and place of the sale by the purchaser.  The balance of the purchase price shall be paid by a bank wire, certified 
check, bank treasurer’s or cashier’s check within sixty (60) days after the date the Confirmation Order is entered by the Court. All 
checks should be made payable to “Bendett & McHugh, PC, as Trustee”.

The mortgagor is entitled to redeem the premises at any time prior to the sale by paying the full amount due under the 
mortgage, including the costs and expenses of the sale.

 Other terms to be announced at the sale.
 DATED : August 23, 2021

By: __/s/ Rachel K. Ljunggren_______________
 Rachel K. Ljunggren, Esq.

 Bendett and McHugh, PC
270 Farmington Ave., Ste. 151
Farmington, CT 06032

STATE OF VERMONT VERMONT SUPERIOR COURT
ADDISON UNIT, CIVIL DIVISION DOCKET NO: 49-3-18 ANCV

MIDDLEBURY — Middlebury 
police assisted the Addison County 
Sheriff’s Department (ACSD) at 
the scene of a reported car crash on 
River Road in New Haven on Sept. 
19. Police said the driver in question 
had allegedly tried to 
evade an ACSD deputy 
following an attempted 
traffic stop for erratic 
driving. 

Police said the vehicle ultimately 
stopped and the ACSD deputy 
cited its driver — 24-year-old Dean 
Bushee Jr. —for driving under the 
influence, with injury resulting. 
Police said Bristol Rescue Squad 
personnel got medical help for an 
injured woman passenger who was 
in the suspect’s car at the time of the 
accident.

In other action last week, 
Middlebury police:

• Helped VSP at the scene of a car 
crash at the intersection of Route 74 
and North Bingham Street on Sept. 
12.

• Responded to a noise complaint in 
the South Main Street neighborhood 
on Sept. 12.

• Helped VSP on Sept. 12 with the 
screening of a driver for potential 
drunken driving at the intersection 
of Route 74 and Doolittle Road in 
Shoreham.

• Assisted a local man involved in 
a civil dispute with an ex-girlfriend 
on Sept. 13.

• Assisted a man with an illegal 
dumping complaint in the East Road 
area on Sept. 13.

• Removed a mattress that 
someone had left, or dropped, on 
Route 7 on Sept. 13.

• Received a report that someone 

had used paint stripper to vandalize 
a local woman’s car while it was 
parked off Weybridge Street on Sept. 
14.

• Responded to a report of a group 
of drunken men allegedly harassing 

a road crew at the 
intersection of Mary 
Hogan Drive and Court 
Street on Sept. 14.

• Responded on 
Sept. 14 to a minor 

two-car collision on Court Street.
• Calmed a dispute between Water 

Street neighbors on Sept. 15.
• Helped Middlebury Union 

Middle School officials find a 
student who had left campus on 
Sept. 15.

• Helped the Middlebury Fire 
Department with a fuel spill on 
Court Street on Sept. 15.

• Assisted a motorist whose 
vehicle had broken down on Main 
Street on Sept. 16. With help, the 
officer was able to push the disabled 
vehicle off the roadway to restore 
traffic flow.

• Investigated a report of a 
suspicious man carrying a firearm 
through a Court Street Extension 
parking lot on Sept. 16. Police found 
no one upon their arrival.

• Responded to a report on Sept. 
16 of a verbal altercation between 
multiple customers at a Court Street 
business.

• Received a report about a 
drunken man allegedly refusing to 
leave a Court Street apartment on 
Sept. 16.

• Were informed of an alleged 
theft from Hannaford Supermarket 
on Sept. 16.

• Helped get assistance for a 

homeless man who had refused 
to exit an Addison County Transit 
Resources bus at the Academy Street 
stop on Sept. 17. Police said the 
man had missed a connecting bus to 
Burlington. Police and ACTR helped 
coordinate a hotel room and dinner 
for him.

• Responded to a report of a gas 
drive-off from an Exchange Street 
filling station on Sept. 17.

• Searched in vain for a man 
allegedly seen trying to damage 
private property in the Benedict Lane 
area on Sept. 18.

• Warned a Middlebury College 
student about carrying an open 
container of alcohol on town 
property on Sept. 18.

• Quieted a person making noise 
in the Cross Street neighborhood on 
Sept. 18.

• Investigated a reported burglary 
at a Valley View Road home on Sept. 
18.

• Served no-trespass orders on 
two people on Sept. 18 who weren’t 
wanted on Middlebury College 
campus.

• Helped a wheelchair-bound 
man who needed help getting on an 
ACTR bus on Main Street on Sept. 
18.

• Investigated a two-vehicle 
accident on North Pleasant Street on 
Sept. 18.

• Assisted Middlebury Regional 
EMS with a drunken college student 
on College Street on Sept. 18.

• Assisted MREMS on a rescue 
call to a Buttolph Drive home on 
Sept. 19.

• Helped Vermont State Police with 
a drunken man on Lake Dunmore 
Road in Salisbury on Sept. 19.

Crash ends with citations and injury

Police Log
Middlebury

PUBLIC NOTICES CAN BE FOUND ON PAGES 11B AND 12B.

New Yorker cartoon?
IF IT WERE, readers would be invited to submit their own caption of this half-painted house in 

Vergennes last week. For photographer Steve James, he writes: When you realize the ladder you 
borrowed isn’t tall enough.

Independent photo/Steve James
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chaikovsky called it “my 
masterpiece,” and yet his opera 
about Joan of Arc has virtually 
disappeared since its debut in 1881. 

Why?

“Epic is the best word for this 
score,” explained 
Opera Company of 
Middlebury’s music 
director Michael 
Sakir. “This is balls 

to the walls, in your face and aggressive, with 
huge voices competing with each other on 
stage… This production is so rarely performed 
because of the level of talent needed. It takes 
incredible stamina.”

But OCM isn’t intimidated. Nope, quite 
the opposite. The local opera company is 
rehearsing now for the opening of “The Maid 

of Orleans” on Oct. 1, at Middlebury’s Town 
Hall Theater. The French-Grand-Opera style 
production will be sung in Russian with English 
subtitles.

“This may be the fi rst full production of this 
magnifi cent opera in New England,” said 
director Douglas Anderson. “It’s a once-in-a-
lifetime opportunity for opera lovers… It’s in 

the tradition of Grand French Opera with big 
choruses, big sets and a big orchestra. The fact 
that very few people do this show stunned me.”

Anderson suggested this show in 2019 and it 
took a “little convincing” before the board of the 
OCM was ready to take on a show of this scale.

“Every opera presents certain challenges,” 
Anderson said simply. “The fun of it is how 
you’re going to get around those challenges… 
Of course, we’ve been doing that here at Town 
Hall Theater for nearly 20 years.”

Victorious, Anderson and Sakir began casting 
auditions in New York City later that summer.

“We were looking for our Joan of Arc,” said 
Anderson. “I wanted to see vulnerability 
and fragility; someone who had a huge 
voice but was also rather diminutive. The 

T
SEE ORLEANS ON PAGE 3

ELSIE
 LYNN PARINI

BY

Annie Rosen plays Joan of Arc in Opera Company of Middlebury’s upcoming production of Tchaikovsky’s “The Maid of Orlean’s,” which will take the stage at the Town Hall 
Theater Oct. 1, 3, 7 and 9. PHOTO / SIMON PAULY

“THIS IS BALLS TO THE 
WALLS, IN YOUR FACE AND 
AGGRESSIVE, WITH HUGE 
VOICES COMPETING WITH 
EACH OTHER ON STAGE… IT 
TAKES INCREDIBLE STAMINA.”
 — Michael Sakir

ARTS+LEISURE
September 23, 2021The Addison Independent

revives live opera 
on Middlebury stage

JOAN OF ARC
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Ferrisburgh Day returns with 
something for everyone

F
errisburgh Day is shaping up 
to be a wonderful weekend 
with something for everyone, 
from a Medivac Helicopter, 
fi re engine, antique cars and 
tractors at the fi re station open 
house on Sunday, Sept. 26, 10 
a.m.-2 p.m.), to an open house at 
Rokeby Museum, from 10 a.m.-5 

p.m., and at the Lake Champlain Maritime 
Museum, from 10 a.m.-5 p.m., and an 
open house at the Ferrisburgh Historical 
Society with apples, donuts and cider,1 
p.m.-4 p.m.

Jean Richardson, one of the organizations 
of the event, noted, “this is a great 
opportunity to meet your neighbors, 
celebrate Town History, and see what 
amazingly talented, generous people live, 
work and volunteer in Ferrisburgh.”

On Sunday the 26th you can start 
your day with a guided walk into the 
town forest, 9 a.m.-noon. This could 
be followed by a tool demonstration 
at the Union Meeting Hall at 11 a.m., 
and Vets for Quilts presentation at 1 
p.m., followed by music from 3-6 p.m. 
And at the train station in Ferrisburgh/
Vergennes there will be a special 
presentation from 1- 3 p.m.

On both Saturday, Sept. 25 and Sunday 
the 26th, from 11 a.m.-5 p.m., the “Creative 
Ferrisburgh” exhibition at the Town Hall 
Community Center, will showcase the 
work of more than 16 local artists and 
artisans and the school children from 
Ferrisburgh Central School.

Featured works include paintings by 
Sara Katz, Judith Rey, Janet Seaburg, and 
Deanna Shapiro; fi ne-art photography 
by Raissa Venables and Dylan Griffi  n; 
portrait photography by Allison Eddy; 
woodworking by Jeff  Parsons; mixed 
media prints by Richard Morin; batik by 
Alison Parsons; glass art by Maxine Davis, 
ceramics by Jen Labie, sculpture by Denis 
Versweyveld and Keith Wagner; quilts 
by Andre Emmell; and fl ags by Holly 
Moriglioni. The show will also include 
works by local youth artists from the 
Ferrisburgh Central School and more!

And for the children there will be a 
passport, which they can get stamped 
at several of the event sites and be 
rewarded by a free ice cream from Cookie 
Love.

To learn more visit ferrisburghvt.org or 
follow @ferrisburghday on social media 
channels.

HOW ABOUT A BURGER
W I T H  A  S I D E  O F  H IS TO R Y ?

Come join us at The Red Mill for something  
delicious and new, in a space filled with tradition.

802.475.2317  |  BasinHarbor.com/dining

Call for actors at Rokeby
Rokeby Museum in Ferrisburgh is planning a new 
program, Spirits of Rokeby, and is looking for 
actors.

This production will be held on Friday, Oct. 29 and 
Saturday, Oct. 30. It’s a short-form experience — 
part history, part live theater. Guests will arrive in 
the barn where they will receive a short history talk 
from the Rokeby director, about the Spiritualist 
movement and of the family members’ relations 
to it and each other. Guests will then be escorted 
into the parlor where actors, lights and sound will 
bring the historic séances to life. Following the 
performance staff  will lead guests out a separate 
door for refl ections and questions.

The séance will be reenacted by costumed actors 
with guests as active observers. The performance 
itself is short, 15-20 minutes, with 30-minute breaks 
between performances. Small visitor groups with 
timed tickets, four performances will be held on 
Friday and eight performances on Saturday.

The historic papers have been adapted into a 
script, most everything will be direct quotes. The 
Robinsons spoke in Quaker “plain speech.” The 
content involves the living communicating with 
a dead soldier to predict the ending of the Civil 
War and speaking with relatives who have passed 
to the other side. With the latter, they used spirit 
contact as a sort of family therapy, refl ecting 
tensions that existed in their lives and trying to 
hash out unresolved family issues. Many of the 
transcriptions are between Rowland and his dead 
son.

The performance will be a staged reading (no 
need to memorize lines), four or fi ve rehearsals 
with a potential dress rehearsal for board 
members as audience. Rehearsals will be low key 
and experimental. As a tiny non-profi t museum, 
unfortunately there is no funding so time would 
have to be volunteer — community-theater style. 

Visitors will be required to wear masks indoors 
(actors excluded), group size between 8-10 people 
and six-feet between actors and visitors. Plans 
will remain fl exible and if Covid case numbers 
suddenly rise, the program may shift to digital.

Actors are needed for the following roles:

Rowland Robinson (male, 50-80 y/o)

Spirit of fallen soldier/Spirit of Thomas Robinson 
(two roles: one actor. Male, 20-40 y/o, intense 
energy)

Those interested should contact Education 
Programs Manager Tucker Foltz at tfoltz@rokeby.
org with a bio and background experience.
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ORLEANS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Gen. Stark's Pub is OPEN Thurs.-Sat. 4:30-8: '30 p.m.Gen. Stark's Pub is OPEN Thurs.-Sat.

madriverglen.com

OPEN

Thur'-'Sat

4':'30'-8:'30

Thursday
Burger & Lawson's

SPECIALS

Friday
Fish Fry

Saturday
Prime Rib

Sunday Brunch
10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Sunday
Live Music

1'-''3 p.m.
John Lackard
Blues Band

On the deck, weather permitting

8/8

Lowell  
Thompson

madriverglen.com

Fall  
Folliage 
W E E K E N D S

Sept. 25-26
Oct. 2-3  Oct. 9-10 

Single Chair Hours:  
10 AM-2:30 PM
Foliage lift ride tickets are good 
for a round trip from base to 
summit and back down again. 
$20 for adults and $15 for 
juniors and seniors (free for 
season pass holders). 

Check our website for updated 
food service, general store 
and ticket booth hours on fall 
folliage weekends.

Sept. 26''    12  '2pm

SEE OPERA ON PAGE 14

remarkable thing about the myth of Joan of 
Arc is that she was a teenager, and I really 
wanted to play it that way… What if a 19-year-
old were taken over by the Divine? A kid who 
grows into their authority and has the ability 
to stand toe-to-toe with all the men… I had a 
very particular vision in mind and we didn’t 
fi nd it in New York. We despaired actually.”

But OCM’s connections run deep. So 
Anderson started making phone calls 
and looking at lists, and up popped Annie 
Rosen’s name.

“Annie is one of the most intelligent, 
thoughtful, empathetic creatures that I have 
ever met,” said Sakir, who had worked with 
Rosen in 2014 at The Santa Fe Opera. “Since 
then, her reputation, credentials and voice 
have grown so much.”

Rosen made her debut in 2019 at The 
Metropolitan Opera as Ankhesenpaaten 
in Philip Glass’ opera “Akhnaten.” She also 
debuted with the Calgary Opera and has 
appeared in concert at Carnegie Hall and 
the Chicago Symphony Orchestra Hall. 

“The MET debut was a dream come true,” 
Rosen said in an interview earlier this week. 
“I’ve been singing for my whole life, decided 
to pursue it professionally and I’ve been 
incredibly lucky.”

Not so lucky was the abrupt halt the 

pandemic put on live theater.

“March 13, 2020, me and all of my colleges 
lost a year of scheduled, paying work — it 
vanished overnight,” she said. “We were all 
totally unemployed and didn’t know when 
live theater was going to come back and in 
what form. It was really diffi  cult.”

But this is show biz, and show biz is never 
easy.

“Like any singer, there are a ton of ups and 
downs,” Rosen said. “Things are diff erent as 
we come back, but we are still overjoyed to 
be back in the theater.”

Joining Rosen (who sings mezzo soprano in 
the role of Joan of Arc) are tenor James Flora 
as King Charles VII and soprano Meredith 
Lustig singing the role of Agnes Sorel. 

“We’re thrilled to have artists of this caliber in 
these demanding roles,” Anderson said.

“The company gets singers that are 
remarkably talented for such a small rural 

“THESE ARE WORLD-CLASS VOICES THAT 
CAN FILL HUGE AUDITORIUMS, AND 
THEY’RE HERE, GRACING VERMONT AT 
THE TOWN HALL THEATER.”
 — Michael Sakir

No details have been spared for the Opera 
Company of Middlebury’s production of “The Maid 
of Orleans” beginning Oct. 1. 

INDEPENDENT PHOTO / STEVE JAMES
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BOOK
R E V I E W

When astrobiologist Theo 
Byrne loses his wife, the 
center of his universe, he is left, 
seemingly without the proper tools 
in his arsenal, to single-parent Robin, the child named after his 
mother’s favorite bird. Robin is “sensitive to living things” but he 
lacks the capacity to temporarily deprioritize this sensitivity and he 
is vulnerable to being overwhelmed, unable to cope. He believes 
we should all be terrified, but the alarm being raised regarding the 
climate crisis is still interpreted as akin to a child’s fear. When Robin’s 
outbursts affect his education, Theo turns to science, in particular 
a neurofeedback treatment, in an attempt to help Robin regulate. 
The results, and the ensuing aftermath, propel the plot of the book, 
and the tension builds as Robin’s performances in the trials are 
publicized. I love everything about this novel, the characters, their 
stories, and especially the setting—just far enough in the future to 
be slightly removed and mystical, but close enough to be very, very 
real. Make no mistake, this novel is heartbreaking, and not only in its 
achingly poetic depictions of a place that is going away, but maybe 
having your heart broken open is just what you need right now. 

— Reviewed by Jenny Lyons of The Vermont Book Shop in Middlebury.

BEWILDERMENT — BY RICHARD POWERS

Great Glorious Goddamn of It All, 
by Josh Ritter

Seed Keeper, 
by Diane Wilson

Damnation Spring, 
by Ash Davidson

Migrations, 
by Charlotte McConaghy

Appleseed, 
by Matt Bell

The Bear, 
by Andrew Krivak

Sugar Birds, 
by Cheryl Grey Bostrom

Arcadia, 
by Emmanuelle Bayamack-Tam

(W. W. Norton & Company)

LAURA KING EXHIBITS WORK 
FROM 120-DAY ART CHALLENGE
The Compass Music and Arts Center in Brandon is opening 
a new exhibit by Brandon-based artist and educator, Laura 
King on Friday, Sept. 24. A public reception will be held to 
mark the opening on Friday from 5-7 p.m. The exhibit will 
remain on view through Nov. 5.

King’s exhibit, “Fence Posts mark a path,” is a collection of 
over 100  artworks representing a  journey of discovery and 
reflection during the pandemic winter 2021. The title, “Fence 
Posts,” refers to specific themes of personal strength King 
uncovered while completing a 120-day art challenge. The 
exhibit shares King’s artistic journey and illustrates how art 
can play an essential role, whether it be stirring, expressive, 
poignant or empowering during a challenging time. 

For more information call (802) 247-4295.

ART
O N  E X H I B I T

“Fence Posts” by Laura King.

NATURE (& THE ENVIRONMENT) 
NOVELS YOU NEED TO READ 
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ARIES: March 21-April 20. Aries, a few days 
of self-refl ection is not a selfi sh endeavor. 
Sometimes you need to give yourself a little TLC 
so you can more eff ectively care for others.

TAURUS: April 21-
May 21. Taurus, if you 
fi nd that some bad 
habits are increasingly 
getting in the way, then 
push those vices aside 
for good. Focus on 
activities that benefi t 
your overall health.

GEMINI: May 22-June 
21. Gemini, you are 
wielding a lot of energy 
and some people just 
may not be ready for 
your kind of motivation. 
Read the room before 
you come in like a 
whirlwind. .

CANCER: June 22-July 
22. Mistakes that you 
made in the past are 
just that: in the past. 
You can learn from 
them and move on 
to bigger and better 
things. Enjoy turning 
over a new leaf.

LEO: July 23-Aug. 23. 
This week your energy 
and outlook are both 
very positive, Leo. You’ll 
be in a good frame of 
mind to take on some 
new endeavors that 
have been pushed to 
the side.

VIRGO: Aug. 24-Sept. 
22. Share what you are 
going through with 
someone you trust, Virgo. This person can help 
you through some sticky situations and provide 
valuable guidance.

LIBRA: Sept. 23-Oct. 23. Libra, a great rapport 
with a new acquaintance could bode well for this 
budding relationship. Take things slow but enjoy 
getting to know this person. 

SCORPIO: Oct. 24-
Nov. 22. Scorpio, you 
may ask yourself if 
a relationship with 
someone who is always 
drumming up drama 
is worth it in the long 
run. Carefully consider 
whether to cut ties.

SAGITTARIUS: Nov. 
23-Dec. 21. You don’t 
always have to do 
everything you are told, 
Sagittarius. You can go 
your own way in the 
name of having a little 
fun. Color outside of the 
lines once or twice.

CAPRICORN: Dec. 
22-Jan. 20. Capricorn, 
satisfy an urge to travel 
by getting away for a 
little while. Why not 
venture to some place 
a little exotic or off  the 
beaten path? Expand 
your horizons.

AQUARIUS: Jan. 
21-Feb. 18. Aquarius, 
someone at work 
is putting personal 
issues in the way 
of professional 
responsibilities. Off er 
your support and see if 
this makes the situation 
better for all involved.

PISCES: Feb. 19-March 
20. You may need to 

pinch a few pennies to keep your fi nances in 
check, Pisces. Figure out areas where you can 
save some money.

Cosmic Forecast

OPEN: T-F 10-5, Saturday 9:30-4

260 Court Street, Middlebury, Vt. 05753
802-388-3559   www.middleburysewnvac.com

FALL CLEANING
COUPON

OFFER EXPIRES SEPTEMBER 30, 2021

$10 OFF
Sewing Machine Cleaning
Includes: Check Motor, Timing & Tension

Rt 7 South, Middlebury • 388-2800
Mon.-Fri. 9-5:30, Sat. 10-1 

www.middleburyfloralandgifts.com

Welcome Back 
Middlebury College 

Students!
388-2800

Mon.-Fri. 9-5:30, Sat. 10-1 
www.middleburyfloralandgifts.com

Middlebury College 

BRISTOL • VT453-7799

Stop in during the
Bristol Harvest Festival 

September 25th!

Mon., Wed.- Sat. 
10am-5pm

Masks now required in store

SEPT. 23 — Hasan Minaj, comedian (36)

SEPT. 24 — Jim Henson, creator of the 

Muppets (d)

SEPT. 25 — Mark Rothko, painter (d)

SEPT. 26 — Serena Williams, tennis player (40)

SEPT. 27 — Grazia Deledda, Nobel Laureate in 

Literature (d)

SEPT. 28 — Confucius, philosopher/teacher/

politician (d)

SEPT. 29 — Gwen Ifi ll, journalist (d)

FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS

MACo brings 
comedy to town

M
iddlebury Acting Company 
continues its 2021 outdoor 
season with “Outside Mullingar,” 
a feisty romantic comedy about 
two Irish outsiders by John 
Patrick Shanley. Performances 
are under The Swift House Tent 
in Middlebury, from Sept. 23-
26, at 7:30 p.m. Picnic dinners 

from The Swift House will be available by 
calling 24 hours in advance: 802-388-9925.

Irish loner Anthony Reilly has the soul of a poet 
and a keen imagination, but his painful shyness 
keeps him from revealing his true self. Rosemary 
Muldoon is a headstrong beauty with a temper 
and a biting wit. She lives on the farm next door, 
determined to have him, watching the years 
slip away. With Anthony’s father threatening 
to disinherit him and a land feud simmering 
between their families, Rosemary has every 
reason to fear romantic catastrophe. But then, 
in this very Irish story with a surprising depth of 
poetic passion, these yearning eccentric souls 
fi ght their way toward solid ground and some 
kind of happiness. Their journey is funny as hell, 
and ultimately deeply moving.

To book your tickets, call Town Hall 
Theater’s Box Offi  ce at 802-382-9222 or visit 
townhalltheater.org.

Get your art the publicity it 
deserves. Email us today!

NEWS@ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM

BOLD. 
BRAVE. 

BEAUTIFUL. 
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THURSDAY, 
SEPT. 23

“A MAN CALLED OVE” SCREENING AND 
DISCUSSION IN MIDDLEBURY. Discussion 
Thursday, Sept. 23, 3-4:30 p.m., Lion’s Club Picnic 
Pavilion, Middlebury Rec Park, Mary Hogan Dr. 
Middlebury Classic Film Club’s fall 2021 series 
about what makes a good neighbor opens with 
this film about Ove, a 60-year-old man living in 
despair. He mourns the passing of his wife and 
seems bitterly alienated from the neighborhood 
he once helped to lead. All that changes with 
the intervention of a caring new neighbor and 
her family. Watch the film on Kanopy (with your 
Ilsley Public Library membership) then join the 
group for a discussion of the film facilitated 
by Steve Gross. More info contact chris.kirby@
ilsleypubliclibrary.org for more info.

SWING NOIRE AND PIZZA IN GOSHEN. 
Thursday, Sept. 23, 5-8 p.m., Blueberry Hill Inn, 
1245 Goshen-Ripton Rd. Vermont’s premier 
Gypsy Jazz ensemble entertains while you 
enjoy wood-fired pizza. Reservations for each 
pizza night will open the Monday prior to the 
event. $32 per person ($12 kids ages 5-10, 
kids 4 and under free). Includes pizza and 
inn-made lemonade or iced tea. More info at 
blueberryhillinn.com/pizza.

“OUTSIDE MULLINGAR” IN MIDDLEBURY. 

Thursday, Sept. 23 7:30 p.m., Swift House Inn 
tent, 25 Stewart Ln. Middlebury Acting Company 
continues its 2021 outdoor season with “Outside 
Mullingar,” a feisty romantic comedy about two 
Irish outsiders by John Patrick Shanley. Delicious 
picnic dinners from The Swift House will be 
available by calling 24 hours in advance: 802-
388-9925. Tickets $30, at 802-382-9222 or go 
online to townhalltheater.org.

FRIDAY, SEPT. 24
ARTIST’S OPENING RECEPTION IN BRANDON. 
Friday, Sept. 24, 5-7 p.m., Compass Music and 
Arts Center, Park Village. Come to the opening 
of “Fence Posts mark a path,” a new art exhibit 
by artist Laura King. The exhibit is a collection 
of over 100 artworks representing a journey of 
discovery and reflection during the pandemic 
winter 2021. The title refers to specific themes 
of personal strength King uncovered while 
completing a 120-day art challenge and 
illustrates how art can play an essential role 
during a challenging time. Runs through Nov. 5. 

“OUTSIDE MULLINGAR” IN MIDDLEBURY. 
Friday, Sept. 24, 7;30 p.m., Swift House Inn tent, 
25 Stewart Ln. See Sept. 23 listing.

IMANI WINDS AND CATALYST QUARTET IN 
MIDDLEBURY. Friday, Sept 24, 7:30 p.m., Robison 
Hall, Mahaney Arts Center, 72 Porter Field Rd. 
Two dynamic chamber ensembles join forces for 

a special program entitled “(im)migration: music 
of change,” including a newly commissioned 
work by Jessie Montgomery. Free. Streaming 
available. In-person attendees must have 
Covid vaccination and wear masks. More info at 
middlebury.edu/arts.

SATURDAY, SEPT. 25
“OUTSIDE MULLINGAR” IN MIDDLEBURY. 
Saturday, Sept. 25, 7:30 p.m., Swift House Inn 
tent, 25 Stewart Ln. See Sept. 23 listing.

SUNDAY, SEPT. 26
ZIG ZAG LIT MAG ISSUE.11 RELEASE PARTY 
IN VERGENNES. Sunday, Sept. 26, 2-4 p.m. the 
Bixby Library porch/backyard 258 Main St. 
Celebrate the new issue with reading by featured 
artist Maya Farrell of Vergennes. Masks required.

OPERA COMPANY OF MIDDLEBURY’S YOUNG 
ARTISTS RECITAL IN EAST MIDDLEBURY. 
Sunday, Sept. 26, 2 p.m., Waybury Inn, 452 
Main St. Join OCM for a special afternoon with 
talented young artists directed by Dawn Pierce 
of Ithaca College. Outdoors, weather permitting. 
Appetizers and recital. Cash Bar. Tickets $15 plus 
applicable fees. More info at townhalltheater.
org or ocmvermont.org. All attendees must be 
vaccinated and wear a mask. 

“OUTSIDE MULLINGAR” IN MIDDLEBURY. 

  
MIDDLEBURY COMMUNITY TELEVISION:

P.O. Box 785, Middlebury, Vt. 05753MCTV SCHEDULE Channels 1071 & 1091
Please see the MCTV website, www.middleburycommunitytv.org, for changes 
in the schedule; MCTV events, classes and news; and to view many programs 

online. Submit listings to the above address, or call 388-3062.
MCTV Channel 1071 
Friday, Sept. 24
 7:30 a.m. Congregational Church  
  Service
 10 a.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
 4 p.m. Memorial Baptist Church  
  Service
 5:30 p.m. Energy Week
 6:30 p.m. Press Conference
 9 pm. The Addiction Recovery  
  Channel
 10:01 p.m. Green Mountain Care   
  (GMC) Board
Saturday, Sept. 25
 6:30 a.m. Cannabis Control Board
 9 a.m. Energy Week
 10 a.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
 3 p.m. Addiction Recovery Channel
 4 p.m. Memorial Baptist Service
 5:30 p.m. Eckankar
 7 p.m. Catholic Mass
 7:30 p.m. Energy Week
 8:30 p.m. Gov. Scott Weekly Update
Sunday, Sept. 26
 12 a.m. Cannabis Control Board
 5 a.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
 9 a.m. Catholic Mass
 9:30 a.m. The News Project
 10 a.m. Energy Week

 11 a.m. Memorial Baptist Service
 12:30 p.m. Gov. Scott Weekly Update
 3 p.m. Addiction Recovery Channel
 4 p.m. Congregational Service
 5:30 p.m. Eckankar 
 6 p.m. Hydro Dams on CT River
 7 p.m. Catholic Mass
Monday, Sept. 27
 12 a.m. Planning for the Future
  of Our Forests
 5 a.m. Racism in America
 10 a.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
 4 p.m. Gov. Scott Weekly Update
 7 p.m. Cental VT Public Safety  
  Authority
 8 p.m. GMC Board
Tuesday, Sept. 28
 12 a.m. GMC Board
 9:30 a.m. Eckankar
 10 a.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
 3 p.m. Energy Week
 4 p.m. Congregational Service
 7 p.m. Selectboard 
Wednesday, Sept. 29
 12 a.m. Cannabis Control Board
 5 a.m. Planning for the Future
  of Our Forests
 7:30 a.m. Memorial Baptist Service
 9:30 a.m. Catholic Mass

 10 a.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
 5 p.m. Energy Week
 7 p.m. Selectboard
 11 p.m. Press Conference
Thursday, Sept. 30
 5 a.m. Selectboard
 8 a.m. Congregational Service
 10 a.m. Press Conference
 12 p.m. Selectboard, Press Conf.
 8 p.m. Energy Week, Public Affairs
 10:30 p.m. Eckankar
 11 p.m. Press Conf., Public Affairs

Channel 1091 July 16, 2021
Friday, Sept. 24
 5 a.m. Dr. John Campbell-
  COVID Lectures
 10 a.m. Vermont Master Naturalist
 11 a.m. Radiocarbon Dating
 12 p.m. Hands in the Dirt - 
  Fall Gardening
 12:36 p.m. School Board Meetings
 5 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
 6 p.m. COVID Lectures 
Saturday, Sept. 25
 5 a.m. All Things LGBQ
 6 p.m. Current Topics in Science
 7:15 a.m. Local School Board   
  Meetings

 1 p.m. Vermont Master Naturalist
 1:39 p.m. Radiocarbon Dating
 2:30 p.m. Hands in the Dirt
 3:06 p.m. Health of Democracy - 
  Role of Journalism
 4:25 p.m. Yoga with Liza Eaton
 5:30 p.m. All Things LGTQ
 8 p.m. COVID Lectures
 9:30 p.m. Fall Gardening
Sunday, Sept. 26
 5 a.m. All Things LGBTQ
 6 a.m. Current Topics in Science
 7:15 a.m. Yoga with Liza Eaton
 8:30 a.m. COVID Lectures
 1 p.m. Vermont Master Naturalist
 1:39 p.m. Radiocarbon Dating
 2:30 p.m. Hands in the Dirt
 3:06 p.m. Role of Journalism
 4:30 p.m. Local School Boards
 10 p.m. COVID Lectures 
Monday, Sept. 27
 6:30 a.m. Kids Yoga
 7 a.m. Role of Journalism
 8:30 a.m. Vermont Master Naturalist
 11 a.m. Chair Yoga with Liza Eaton
 12 p.m. Film Festival Interviews
 3 p.m. COVID Lectures
 5 p.m. Current Topics in Science
 10 p.m. COVID Lectures

Tuesday, Sept. 28
 5:30 a.m. Hands in the Dirt
 6:30 a.m. Music in Vermont 
 10:30 a.m. Current Topics in Science
 12 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
 1 p.m. COVID Lectures 
 4 p.m. Canning Beans and Cukes
 5 p.m. Local School Boards
 9 p.m. Film Festival Interviews
Wednesday, Sept. 29
 5 a.m. COVID Lectures
 6:30 a.m. Local School Boards
 12 p.m. Canning Beans and Cukes
 3:30 p.m. GMALL Lecture
 5 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
 6 p.m. Hands in the Dirt
 6:36 p.m. Radiocarbon Dating
Thursday, Sept. 30
 12 a.m. COVID Lectures
 4:30 a.m. Canning Beans and Cukes
 6 a.m. All Things LGBTQ
 7 a.m. Yoga 
  10 a.m. COVID Lectures
 12 p.m. ACSD, HCC Boards 
 4 p.m. Yoga
 5 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
 6:15 p.m. COVID Lectures
 8 p.m. Role of Journalism

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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 PETS IN NEED
 HOMEWARD BOUND
 Addison County’s Humane Society

Call or check our website. We may have a pet for you.
388-1100 | HomewardBoundAnimals.org

236 Boardman Street | Middlebury, VT

Mickey came to us when 
his owner recently passed 
away. He is 15-years-old 
and seeking a loving family 
to retire with. He loves 
relaxing and hanging out 
with humans he can trust. 
He will bark if he needs 
something and due to his 
age, can struggle with some 
incontinence. Mickey, like so 
many old buddies, needs an 
end of life home filled with 
all the sweetness possible.

This wiggle-butt is Jayla! She is 
crazy about people and would adore a 
human of her very own. She needs to 
be the only animal in the household. As 
far as she is concerned, cats are 100% 
snacks. She is playful and in need 
of bonding and training with her new 
owner. She is 4-years old and as cute 
as it gets. We are learning more about 
her the more time we spend with her, 
so call and talk to us to see if Jayla is 
the one you have been looking for!

Darlene was a stray that came in to 
us and no one claimed her. We could 
not imagine as she is the sweetest and 
most talkative cat ever! We adore her, 
she adores people – it’s all love with 
Darlene! She is about 2-years old. She 
needs to be the only cat in a home with 
no dogs.

Meet Hurley (5 years), Spiker (4 
months) & Skunker (3 years). 
This here is a trio of G-Pigs! We are 
hopeful that they can all go home 
together as it would be really hard 
to separate them at this time in life. 
They are happy, social, vocal little 
wigglers just waiting to eat you out 
of house and veggies! Call today to 
meet these little loves.

Meet Minnie, a 3 year old Mini Rex 
that is super social, energetic, and 
full of love. She previously lived 
with children, a dog, and another 
bunny friend. She would do well in 
a home with or without another bun 
as she never bonded with the one 
she lived with.

Mr. Goli is a 3-year old, orange and 
white male. He is loving, cautious 
and curious!

1438 Route 7 South • Middlebury, VT • 802-388-3139
www.parisfarmersunion.com

At Paris, we have everything you 
need for your pets and animals!
•	 Dry	or	Wet	Dog	&	Cat	food
•	 Dog	&	Cat	beds,	toys,	cleaning	supplies	
&	accessories

•	 Fish,	bird,	rodent	&	reptile	supplies	and	
live	crickets	

•	Wild	bird	&	Squirrel	supplies	
•	 Backyard	animal	feed	&	supplies
•	 And	friendly,	knowledgeable	service	to	

help guide you!

1438 Route 7 South • Middlebury, VT • 802-388-3139

Sunday, Sept. 26,- 7:30 p.m., Swift House 
Inn tent, 25 Stewart Ln. See Sept. 23

THURSDAY, SEPT. 30
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB HIKE IN 
MENDON. Thursday, Sept. 30, Bald 
Mountain. RESCHEDULED FROM SEPT. 
15. Moderate 3.3-mile loop hike that off ers 
several viewpoints highlighted by a great 
view of the Coolidge Range, including 
Killington, Mendon, and Shrewsbury 
Peaks. Elevation gain: 849 feet. Contact 
leader for details, Ken Corey at 860-
921-7765, kac4964@gmail.com. More at 
gmcbreadloaf.org.

FRIDAY, OCT. 1
“THE MAID OF ORLEANS” IN 
MIDDLEBURY. Friday, Oct. 1, 7:30 p.m., 
Town Hall Theater, 68 S. Pleasant St. 
Come see the Opera Company of 
Middlebury’s production of this tale of 
Joan of Arc. Tickets $55 Rows B-C-D/$65 
Rows E-M/$80 Balcony, available at . 
townhalltheater.org or call 802 382-9222, 
Monday-Friday, noon-5 p.m. Vaccinations 
and masks required. will present from Oct. 
1-9 at Middlebury’s Town Hall Theater.

SATURDAY, OCT. 2
THE DOUGHBOYS DANCE BAND IN 
BRANDON. Saturday, Oct. 2, 7:30 p.m., 
Brandon Town Hall, 1 Conant Sq. The 
Doughboys will play their signature mix 
of highly danceable soul and rock music 
from the 1950’s to today. Come and dance 
the night away or just sit back, tap your 
feet or sing along. All tickets $5.

SCOTT COOK ON STAGE IN BRISTOL. 
Saturday, Oct. 2, 7:30 p.m., Holley Hall, 
South St. and Main. Ripton Community 
Coff ee House goes on the road with 
this award-winning singer songwriter. 

Tickets $15-$20 generous admission, 
$10 general admission.The concert will 
also be live-streamed. Streaming links 
Covid guidelines and artist information 
at rcch.org. More info at 802-388-9782 or 
rcchfolks@gmail.com.

SUNDAY, OCT. 3
“THE MAID OF ORLEANS” IN 
MIDDLEBURY. Sunday, Oct. 3, 2 p.m., Town 
Hall Theater, 68 S. Pleasant St. See Oct. 1 
listing.

THURSDAY, OCT. 7
“THE MAID OF ORLEANS” IN 
MIDDLEBURY. Thursday, Oct. 7, 7:30 p.m., 
Town Hall Theater, 68 S. Pleasant St. See 
Oct. 1 listing.

FRIDAY, OCT. 8
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB HIKE IN 
MIDDLEBURY. Friday, Oct. 8, Trail Around 
Middlebury to Chipman Hill. This is an easy 
to moderate 3+ mile hike that meanders 
through Battell and Means Woods with 
an 800 feet ascent up Chipman Hill. 
Wear appropriate clothing for hiking and 
bring water, a snack and hiking poles, if 
used. For details contact trip leader David 
Andrews at vtrevda@yahoo.com or 802-
388-4894. More at gmcbreadloaf.org.

COCOON IN MIDDLEBURY. Friday, Oct. 
8, 7:30 p.m., Robison Hall, Mahaney Arts 
Center, 72 Porter Field Rd. Inspired by 
the popular storytelling phenomenon 
The Moth, Cocoon is a special evening 
of true stories told live and without 
notes. This year’s edition, on the theme 
of “Rebuilding,” features six storytellers. 
Tickets: $15/10/8/5. Streaming available. 
In-person attendees must have Covid 
vaccination and wear masks. More info at 
middlebury.edu/arts.

Send us your pet!
news@addisonindependent.com

Pet of the 
WEEK
Pet of the 
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A RELIABLE RESOURCE FOR PARENTS SEEKING FAMILY-FRIENDLY       EVENTS, ACTIVITIES, CAMPS AND CLASSES IN AND AROUND MIDDLEBURY

How about some 
School is back in session! And so are a ton of 
other fun activities.

Check out the Middlebury Parks & 
Recreation Fall Activity Guide for info on 
youth sports, dance classes, Middlebury 
Studio School classes and more.

Art on the Farm is the brainchild of Cheryl 
Cesario of Meeting Place Pastures in 
Cornwall. Cesario is off ering a session — on 
her farm incorporating plants and animals — 
for kids ages 5-10 on Saturday, Oct. 9. Email 
cheryl@meetingplacepastures.com.

Middlebury Community Music Center 
is off ering its Music Together program 
outdoors this fall. 

TaeKwon Do K.I.C.K.S. off ers free 
introductory classes for students of all 

ages — “from toddlers to grandparents” — 
in Middlebury, Vergennes, Hinesburg and 
Whiting.  

Registration is open for Middlebury Amateur 
Hockey Association’s youth ice hockey 
program. Additionally, MAHA is hosting 
the Boston Bruins Academy in Middlebury 
this fall. It’s a four-week program for kids 
ages 5-9 who have never played organized 
hockey before. 

Middlebury Ski Club registration is now 
open.

And after a pandemic hiatus, May 
Poduschnick is hoping to restart her Chinese 
language classes for kids, Middlingo. 
Interested? Email info@middlingo.com.

More info on MiniBury.com.

MiniBury A PARTNERSHIP WITH THE ADDY INDY

rainbowvt.com

Contact our o�  ce to 
schedule an appointment

 388-1338

My Pediatrician’s
FLU

SHIPMENT
JUST ARRIVED

Flu Vaccines are Here!

 tracurriculars?
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A RELIABLE RESOURCE FOR PARENTS SEEKING FAMILY-FRIENDLY       EVENTS, ACTIVITIES, CAMPS AND CLASSES IN AND AROUND MIDDLEBURY
BRISTOL HARVEST FESTIVAL: SEPT. 25, 10 A.M.-4 P.M

The 22nd annual festival features more than 45 crafters and 
vendors, demonstrations, and live musical entertainment on the 
bandstand throughout the day.  

WILLARD’S WOODS OPENING: OCT. 6, 4:30 P.M.
Come celebrate Middlebury Area Land Trust’s most recent land 
conservation project in Lincoln. Bring a picnic dinner for the 
ribbon cutting and enjoy a guided walk on the trails. 

0.5K RACE FOR THE REST OF US: OCT. 10, 3-6 P.M.
Take a (really short) fun run to help raise funds for United Way of 
Addison County. Enjoy live music, food by Viva El Sabor, and games.

MiniBury.com
THINGS TO DO    MEET PARENTS & FRIENDS  

  NEWS FOR FAMILIES    TIPS, TRICKS & TRENDS    CALENDAR

Coming Up
A PARTNERSHIP WITH THE ADDY INDY

See more online

Tel: 802-851-7707
Email: davida@newmoonpt.com

Location: We are mobile!
Treating surrounding Addison and Chittenden Counties

New Moon is designed to focus solely on the 
patient using a holistic approach. We’re here 
for one reason- to give women and mothers 
the care they need in order to lead their lives 
without any pain or dysfunction. 

How a woman recovers after having a baby can a� ect her 
decades later. Whether you’re a new mom or had a baby 
many years ago, we’re here to make sure every woman 
has a positive experience postpartum and for years to 
come. New Moon makes moms’ lives easier by providing 
convenient therapy in their own home or o�  ce. 

Dr. Davida is a � ercely passionate mother with a specialization in 
women’s orthopedic and pelvic-centered therapies. She is committed
to getting women the postpartum attention they deserve. 

To book an appointment with Dr. Davida, please visit 
www.newmoonpt.com. No insurance or doctor referral necessary!
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MIDDLEBURY PERFORMING ARTS SERIES 
OPENS WITH FREE CONCERT FEATURING 
IMANI WINDS AND CATALYST QUARTET

The Middlebury Performing Arts Series 
opens the fall 2021 season with a 
long-awaited concert by two dynamic 
chamber ensembles. Imani Winds and 
the Catalyst Quartet will join forces 
for a special program entitled “(im)
migration: music of change,” including 
a newly-commissioned work by 
leading American composer Jessie 
Montgomery.

This concert is the first live, in-person 
event from the Middlebury Performing 
Arts Series since March of 2020. 
Audiences from both on- and off-
campus are welcome, and the concert 
is free. Vaccinations (or valid medical 
or religious exemptions) and masks 
are required. The event will also be 
streamed online for free.

The highlight of the evening is 
the Vermont premiere of Jessie 
Montgomery’s new work for nine 

musicians, “Sergeant McCauley,” 
which brings together spirituals and 
work songs that reflect her great-
grandfather’s route on the Great 
Migration, from Mississippi through 
the West, north to the Dakotas, and 
eventually back to Georgia. The 
work was co-commissioned by the 
Middlebury Performing Arts Series in 
partnership with the national consortium 
Music Accord and the Sphinx 
Organization, which champions the work 
of artists of color.

The program also includes the Imani 
Winds playing an arrangement of 
Mongo Santamaría’s Afro Blue; the 
Catalyst Quartet playing Florence B. 
Price’s Negro Folksongs in Counterpoint; 
and both ensembles together in Roberto 
Sierra’s Concierto de Cámara.

For more information call (802) 443-
MIDD (6433) or visit middlebury.edu/arts. 

tunesmore

RIPTON COMMUNITY 
COFFEE HOUSE BRINGS 
SCOTT COOK TO BRISTOL
Scott Cook will perform for the Ripton Community 
Coffee House (on the road) on Saturday, Oct. 2, at 
7:30 p.m. Saturday’s concert will be held at Holley 
Hall on Main Street in Bristol. Doors open at 7 p.m. 
The concert will also be live streamed.

A roots balladeer with a rare personal warmth, 
Cook has distilled the stories collected over 13 
years of near-incessant touring across Canada, the 
U.S., the U.K., Europe, Asia, Australia, New Zealand 
and elsewhere into straight-talking, keenly 
observant verse. He brings humor, a disarming 
honesty and a deep love of humanity to his 
songcraft and storytelling, accompanying himself 
with finger-style guitar and clawhammer banjo. 

Proof of Covid vaccination and masks indoors are 
required. Refreshments will be available to be 
enjoyed outside only. Admission is $10, or if you’re 
feeling generous consider $15-$20. For more 
information call 802-388-9782 or visit rcch.org 
(where you’ll also find live streaming links).

MUSIC
U P C O M I N G

The Catalyst Quartet (above) and Imani Winds (below) will play a free concert Sept. 24 to launch the 
Middlebury Performing Arts Series’ fall 2021 season. 

Scott Cook will perform at Bristol’s Holley Hall on 
Saturday, Oct. 2, at 7:30 p.m. This is part of the Ripton 
Community Coffee House programing on the road.

PHOTO / STEVEN TEEUWSEN
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ACROSS
 1. One of the four Vedas

 5. Part of (abbr.)

 8. At the peak

12. African antelope

14. Expression of satisfaction

15. Yankees’ ace

16. Belittled

18. A baglike structure 

19. Utah Jazz coach Snyder

20. Actress Tomei

21. Explosive

22. Formal for “on”

23. Cruelties

26. Country singer Brad

30. Make very happy

31. Binary compound of 

hydrogen with a metal

32. Albanian currency

33. Subatomic particle

34. Type of salt

39. 007’s creator

42. Emerging

44. Railroad fl are

46. Observed

47. Capable of reproduction

49. Indicates adjacent to

50. Legendary Notre Dame 

coach

51. Not wide

56. An embarrassing mistake

57. Pearl Jam’s debut album

58. Denotes passerine birds

59. Stumble

60. Midway between east and 

southeast

61. W. Indian trees

62. You

63. Pigpen

64. Be aware of

DOWN
 1. Crease

 2. “Honey” actress Jessica

 3. Broad volcanic crater

 4. Product safety watchdog

 5. Southern Colombian city

 6. Part of a church

 7. Perceptible by touch

 8. Pronounce not guilty of 

criminal charges

 9. Hairpiece

10. Variety acts

11. “Mystic River” actor Sean

13. Remove salt

17. Went out with

Sudoku
Each Sudoku puzzle 
consists of a 9x9 
grid that has been 
subdivided into nine 
smaller grids of 3x3 
squares. To solve 
the puzzle each row, 
column and box 
must contain each 
of the numbers 1 to 
9. Puzzles come in 
three grades: easy, 
medium and diffi  cult. 

Level: Medium

This week’s puzzle solutions can be found on Page 15.

24. Type of bread

25. Popular Eagles song

26. Philosophy degree

27. Yes vote

28. Passports and licenses 

are two

29. No seats available

35. Pounds per square inch

36. A way to launch an attack 

on

37. The lowest cardinal 

number

38. Popular Miller beer

40. Pokes holes in

41. Closest to

42. Folk singer DiFranco

43. Rivne’s former name

44. Flat ruler

45. Lacking the means to do 

something

47. Cockatoo

48. Dred Scott decision 

deliverer

49. Explosion exclamation

52. Canadian fl yers

53. Houston university

54. At some prior time

55. Red, swollen mark

Puzzles

Exercise your mind.
With the Addy Indy puzzles 

every Thursday!

SHARPstay
Exercise your mind.

With the Addy Indy puzzles 

SHARPstaySHARPstaySHARPstay
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This reproduction home has all the charm and character of years past with the comforts 
and systems of a newer home. An interior highlight is the farmhouse kitchen. You’ll fi nd 
slate and refi nished butcher block countertops, wood fl oor and ceiling and beadboard chair 
rail reclaimed from an historic Cornwall home. Counter height seating as well as plenty of 
space for a large dining table will keep your guests close by as you prepare dinner. A large 
fi replace and hearth off er extra warmth and loads of ambiance. When time in the kitchen 
provides this much enjoyment, just imagine how inviting the remainder of the home is. 
Outside you’ll fi nd a 62+ acre wonderland to keep hobbyists, gardeners, outdoor enthusiasts 
and budding farmers busy for years. An historic and versatile barn (now on a full foundation) 
was moved to the site, 4 bay garage with concrete fl oor and power, and an additional 
“lower” barn suitable for animals are all in addition to the two-car garage attached to the 

home. Add stone walls, a small pond, raised beads and 
a gently sloping lawn and you’ll have endless hours of 
contentment right out the back door.

1839 HIGH POND ROAD, BRANDON

A LOOK INSIDE ADDISON COUNTY HOMES FOR SALE

Brandon farmhouse perched on over 62 acres

$895,000

This week’s property is managed by IPJ Real Estate. 
More info at middvermontrealestate.com.
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realestate

GIVE US A CALL TODAY! 
 A D S @ A D D I S O N I N D E P E N D E N T . C O M
 8 0 2 - 3 8 8 - 4 9 4 4

ADVERTISE WITH US

Sydney Starkman Christy Lynn

Tom Van SantJenna Hunsinger

nbmvt.com • 1-877-508-8455 
Bank NMLS #403372

Make the dream of home ownership a reality. 
We can help. Contact us today or apply online.
Sharon Brown | Community Lender | NMLS #491713

WALLACE REALTY
48 Mountain Terrace

Bristol, VT 05443
PH 802-453-4670 • FAX 802-453-5898

Visit our websites at:
www.wallacere.com

www.greenbuiltvermont.com

Please call Kelly, Claire, or Tom

EQUAL  
HOUSING   
OPPORTUNITY

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject  to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968 as amended 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any 
preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status, national origin, 
sexual orientation, or persons receiving 
public assistance, or an intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.”

This newspaper will not  knowingly 
accept any advertisement for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. Our 
readers are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal opportunity 
basis.  To complain of discrimination, call 
HUD Toll-free at 1-800-669-9777.

BSCRIBES
THE ADDISON INDEPENDENT

WE NEED UAnnual subscription for just $50. addisonindependent.com
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802-877-2134  •  www.ReVT4u.com
Your Forever Realtors, Building Relationships One Home at a Time!

We are a 
designated 

agency 
brokerage.

ADDISON, VT
The Bridge Restaurant is for sale! This established 40 
seat family restaurant with take out creemee window 
is turn-key. Located at the junction of 125 & Vt Rt 17W 
within view of the Lake Champlain Bridge. Adjacent to the 
restaurant is your new home, an updated immaculate 2 
BD, 2 BA home with attached two car garage.
MLS #4863525 $575,000

designated 

The Leaves will be Falling and so are Some of our Prices. Take a Look!

New Listing

New Listing

New Listing

restaurant

restaurant

restaurant

restaurant

restaurant

restaurant

and Home

and Home

and Home

COMMUNITY CORNER

325 Acres &

325 Acres &

325 Acres &

325 Acres &

325 Acres &

325 Acres &

325 Acres &

325 Acres &

325 Acres &

325 Acres &

325 Acres &

325 Acres &

Two Homes

Two Homes

Two Homes

325 Acres &

Two Homes

325 Acres &

325 Acres &

325 Acres &

Two Homes

325 Acres &

Two Homes

325 Acres &

Two Homes

325 Acres &

325 Acres &

325 Acres &

Two Homes

325 Acres &

BRISTOL, VT
Great downtown multi-unit building. Currently used as an 
offi ce with 2 rentals bringing in $1600/mo. Offi ce space 
with 3 bedrooms and full bath above. The second unit 
is attached to the main building, while the third unit is a 
converted carriage barn fi nished with antique planking. 
MLS #4881801 $449,000
 

FERRISBURGH, VT
Year around home on Long Point - tennis and basketball 
courts, shared gardens and trails, etc. Double lot with 
garage lot. 3BR, 1 BA, hardwood fl oors, and natural wood 
fi nishes. 120 feet of lakeshore with a cement dock and 
lakeshore on two sides of the property.
MLS #4881331 $890,000

Join us at Ferrisburgh Day, 
Saturday September 26, 2021.

10am - 8pm
Enjoy open houses, food, activities, 
and music to celebrate the culture 

and history of Ferrisburgh.

PRICE
PRICE
PRICE

REDUCTIO
N

REDUCTIO
N

REDUCTIO
N

FERRISBURGH, VT
Two 3BR homes, farm buildings and 325 +/- acres of 
conserved agricultural and forest land. Opportunities 
abound for organic crops, horses, goats, sheep and cattle. 
Lewis Creek runs through the property and there are 
ponds and wetlands with abundant wildlife. Approximately 
40% tillable land.
MLS #4869468 $1,111,000

OPERA
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

opera company,” echoed Sakir, who will 
conduct the newly commissioned score 
with a 25-piece orchestra for this production. 
“These are world-class voices that can fill 
huge auditoriums, and they’re here, gracing 
Vermont at the Town Hall Theater.”

Sure, Town Hall Theater’s not the Met, but it’s 
charming in its own way.

“I actually really, really love venues like this,” 
said Rosen, who grew up in New England, 
but calls Chicago home now. “You’re right 
up close and personal with the audience; a 
real connection is possible. Sure the Met is a 
spectacle, and yes, it’s really exciting, but it 
doesn’t match the experience of Town Hall 
Theater, which is something I really treasure. 
It’s nice to see people’s faces.”

Yes, it’s nice to be together in person, period. 
Plus, it’s pretty fun when you show up for a 
role that plunges you into a sword fighting 
lesson and armor fittings.

This will be the first live production from OCM 
since 2019’s “Tosca.” The company is working 
diligently to be able to bring this show safely 
to a live audience. All rehearsals are in masks, 
everyone is vaccinated, everyone gets weekly 
tests and outings to restaurants, bars, gyms 
and the like are restricted. 

“We cannot wait to perform in front of a 
live audience, and we are using the utmost 
caution to ensure our audiences and singers 
feel safe in the theater,” said executive 
producer Mary Longey.

“The first day I tried singing in my mask I kept 
inhaling it and spitting it back out,” Rosen 
admitted, stressing she’s not complaining and 
is happy to take precautions. “There’s just a 
learning curve to singing with a mask on.”

But not to worry, the masks will come off 
for all the performances so audiences 
can experience the full magnitude of 
Tchaikovsky’s “masterpiece.”

“The Maid of Orleans” takes the stage Oct. 
1, 7 and 9, at 7:30 p.m., and Oct. 3, at 2 p.m., 
at Town Hall Theater in Middlebury. Tickets 
range from $55 to $80. For more information, 
visit ocmvermont.org. To purchase tickets, 
visit townhalltheater.org or call 802-382-
9222, Monday-Friday, noon-5 p.m.

Meredith Lustig, as Agnes Sorel, and James Flora as King Charles 
IV of France rehearse a scene from “The Maid of Orleans” while 
Maestro Michael Sakir conducts. The opera will take the stage at 
Town Hall Theater in Middlebury beginning Oct. 1.

INDEPENDENT PHOTO / STEVE JAMES



Addison Independent | ARTS+LEISURE | Thursday, September 23, 2021 — PAGE 15

ipjrealestate.com
34 Main Street, downtown Middlebury

info@ipjrealestate.com  |  802.388.4242

BRANDON
6 SUNSET DRIVE
MLS #4867581 | $49,000
0.86 AC

Building lot with town water and
town sewer. Level and private spot,
surrounded by mature trees. A great
compromise, where you’re sited for
privacy and yet a part of the Mount
Pleasant neighborhood of Brandon.

MIDDLEBURY  UNDER CONTRACT
35 EVERGREEN LANE
MLS #4882363 | $295,000
3BA | 2BA  | 2529 SF | shared AC

Nicely maintained and spacious 
Colonial style condo. Partially fi nished 
full basement. Large back deck faces 
the woods offering a private spot for 
your morning coffee. Detached one 
car garage.

MIDDLEBURY
MUNGER STREET
MLS #4853578 | $550,000
98.00 AC

A truly majestic piece of Vermont, 
nestled up to the Green Mountains 
with lovely views of rolling pastures. 
A combination of open fi elds and 
woods, just minutes to downtown 
Middlebury.

LEICESTER  UNDER CONTRACT
1715 HOOKER ROAD
MLS #4880950 | $459,000
3BD | 2BA | 2340 SF | shared AC

Year-round Lake Dunmore home with 
private dock and shared beachfront. 
Stone patio with fi re pit and lake 
views. Plenty of parking. Previously the 
chapel for Camp Brebeuf, charming 
details from its history remain.

SHOREHAM
LOT 3, OLIVER HOWE COURT
MLS #4849630 | $40,000
0.51 AC

A great opportunity to build in the 
village! This 0.5+/- acre lot in Green 
Woods Village is walking distance to 
the elementary school, town green, 
basketball courts and library. Easy 
hook up to town water, town sewer.

solutions
Sept. 23, 

2021

Contact: 
Michael P. O’Dowd, REALTOR®

KW Vermont
68 Randall Street, South Burlington, VT 05403
Cell: 802-598-7169   |   Office: 802-654-8500

michaelodowd@kw.com
https://www.zillow.com/profile/michaelodowd/

$279,900. Investment Opportunity -
Panton’s Country Store, building includes large 

versatile store and 3 bedroom 2 bathroom residence 
on 1 acre w/ outbuildings.
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YOUR YARD, GARDEN AND PET PLACE™

OPEN
7 DAYSMIDDLEBURY AGWAY

338 Exchange St., Middlebury • 388-4937
Monday - Friday 8-6, Saturday 8-5 • Sunday 9-4

Mums & Pumpkins are HERE!

ENJOY ALL THAT FALL HAS 
TO OFFER AT AGWAY!

40% OFF
Select Summer Clothing

Sale prices valid on in-stock 
items only, while supplies last. 
Cannot be combined with any 

other offer or coupon.

Sale Ends 10/3/21

– PLUS –

Fresh Color 
for your home 

& garden!

Locally 
grown 
gourds,

cornstalks, 
decorative 
kale and 
cabbage! 

FALL PLANTING BULBS PLUS 
Locally Grown 
Organic Garlic!

Daffodils, Tulips and More!

Join us on Saturday, Oct. 2 at 10am
Houseplant Talk with 
Mother Nature’s Helper 
– Theresa Carroll! Come 
with your questions 
after her presentation.

rowing clivia, planting 
garlic and digging 
dahlia tubers are some 
of the gardening tips 
for this month.

Clivia (also known as 
Natal lily) is a choice, 

tender 
bulbous 
indoor plant 
which can 

produce fl ower stalks, generally about two 
feet high, rising above the strap-like leaves. 
Flowers, usually orange but yellow in some 
cultivars (cultivated varieties), are in clusters 
on top of the stalks similar to its amaryllis 
relatives. If you have a clivia, or get one not in 
fl ower, now is the time to give it a “temperature 
treatment” in order to get blooms this winter. 

This South African native needs dry and cool 

conditions to initiate fl owers. Place clivia in a 
minimally heated space (garage, hall, spare 
room) where it will be at 35 to 55 degrees for 
a minimum fi ve weeks but up to 15 weeks, 
and don’t water during that time. Although 
I have a friend who puts his in an 
attic with success, I put mine in a 
cool basement under plant lights 
(on for 12 hours a day). After that 
time, bring your clivia back into 
more light (indirect sun or a bright 
room — it prefers 
low light), 
and warmer 
temperature. 
And keep the 
soil just moist 
until you see 
new growth, 
then water 
normally. Too 
much water can 

cause root rots; watering during the dormant 
period may keep it from fl owering. 

Hopefully, then, in a few weeks you’ll see 
fl ower stalks and subsequent fl owers. Keep 
clivia rather pot-bound, tempting as it may 
be to replant into a larger pot. If children or 
pets are around, consider that this plant may 
be toxic if eaten in quantities. 

Charlie Nardozzi is a nationally known 
horticulturist, author, gardening 

consultant and garden coach. More info at 
gardeningwithcharlie.com.

GARDENER
A S K  A  M A S T E R

T I P S  F O R  G R O W I N G  C L I V I A

CHARLIE
 NARDOZZI

BY
G room) where it will be at 35 to 55 degrees for 

a minimum fi ve weeks but up to 15 weeks, 
and don’t water during that time. Although 
I have a friend who puts his in an 
attic with success, I put mine in a 
cool basement under plant lights 
(on for 12 hours a day). After that 
time, bring your clivia back into 
more light (indirect sun or a bright 

gardeningwithcharlie.com.

Grow Clivia 
for stunning 
winter blooms.
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